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I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N. 


T 


HE  €nd  I  defigii  in  this  zvork^  is  to  lay  hefore 
"jiiy  readei's^i  zvith  exaBncfs^  plans  of  the  principal 
battles  fought  during  the  late  American  war.  The 
reader  is  not  to  exped  long  hijlorical  details,  I 
JJioll  confine  my f elf  in  the  narrative  to  thofe  expla- 
nations cnly^  which  are  necejfary  to  combine  the 
great  events.  In  voluminous  works^  in  vain  wefeek 
dejcriptions  that  give  clear.,  fatisfaBory  ideas  of 
battles ;  the  chief  part  of  thofe  -works  are  little  elfi 
than  compilations  from  public  papers,  and  breathe^ 
like  them.,  a  party  fpir it. 

It  is  from  faEts  and  from  events  only^  that  we 
piGuld  decide  on  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  aBors, 
OffuchfaBs  and  events  Ifaall  treat  in  the  moflfim- 
pie  manner ;  zoitliout  remarks^  without  obfervations^ 
without  rcafoning^  and  ccnfequently  without  partis 
(I  lily. 
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THE 


AMERICAN  WAR,  &c. 


X  HE  difcovery  of  America  by  CoIumbuSj  in  1492,  has 
juftly  been  ranked  among  the  greatell  and  moft  beneficial 
events  in  the  hiftory  of  nations. 

The  lubfequent  i"ettlcn:ients  under  the  influence  and  pro- 
te6lion  of  Great  Britain  increafed  in  number,  wealth  and  re- 
fources,  with  an  aflonifliing  rapidity.  In  the  fhort  fpace  of 
350  years,  their  number  increafed  to  almoft  three  miliionSj 
and  their  comm.ercc  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  more  than  one 
third  of  that  of  Great  Britain.  They  alfo  extended  their  ter- 
ritories 15CO  miles  on  the  fca-coafl,  and  300  miles  to  the 
weflward.  From  their  Hr ft  fettlement  in  America,  the  coio- 
tiies  were  devoted  to  liberty,  enjoying  a  government  which 
was  but  little  fnort  of  being  independent.  The  queftion, 
where  parliamentary  fupremacy  ended,  and  at  what  point  co- 
lonial dependency  began,  had  never  been  agitated.  Thefe 
colonies  united  with  Great  Britain  their  arms  in  v/ar,  their 
commerce  and  councils  in  peace  ;  and,  under  thefe  favorable 
circumftanceSj  advanced  to  the  magnitude  of  a  nation,  while 
the  gieateft  part  of  the  globe  was  ignorant  of  their  progrefs. 
Till  after  the  war,  from  1755  to  1763,  in  which  the  colonies 
were  diftinguifhed  parties,  the  colonial  regulations  feemed  to 
have  no  other  cbjettbut  commerce  ;  but  Great  Britain  now 
thought  proper  to  change  the  ancient  falutary  fyftem.  New 
jegulaticns  v.-ere  adopted,  which  confifled  in  reftriding  the 
former  commerce  of  the  colonies,  and  in  fubjefting  them  to 
the  taxation  of  the  B^ritiHi  Parliament. 

Oppoiition  to  the  feveral  aQ:sof  the  Britifh  Parliament  foon 
became  general.  Debates,  controverfies  and  afts,  one  repeal- 
ing another,  on  the  fide  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  rea- 
ibnings  a^d  oppofuion  on  that  of  the  colonics,  kept  equal 
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pace  from  1764  to  1774.  At  tUis  period  every  thing  affamed 
a  bolder  afpeft  ;  a  continental  congreis  having  been  convened, 
they  agreed  upon  a  declaration  of  their  rig'nts.  An  addrefs 
to  the  king  and  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  was  alio 
drawn  uo ;  diiTerent  plans  for  conciliation  were  brought  for- 
ward in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  inen,  accuftomed  to 
uncontrouled  fway,  are  not  eahly  brought  to  regulate  their 
conduft  by  the  fimple  rules  of  reafon  and  of  juftice.  Solid 
revenue  and  unlimited  fupremacy  were  the  objeQ;s  of  Great 
Britain.  To  accom^pliHi  them,  the  immediate  coercion  of 
the  colonies  were  refolved  upon  ;  Parliam.ent  agreed  on  an 
augmentation  of  their  forces  ;  the  mercenary  circles  of  Ger- 
many were  ranfacked  to  dragoon  the  colonies  into  unconditi- 
onal fubmiffion  ;  domellic  iniurreftions  were  excited  among 
ilaves,  whofe  price  of  freedom  was  the  murder  of  ■  their  maf- 
ters,  and  even  the  relentlei's  favages  were  brought  down  upon 
their  deiencelefs  frontiers. 


I 


Comjnencement  of  Hoftilitics. 
BATTLE  OF  BREED'S  KILL.- 

[with  a  plan.] 


N  the  beginning  of  1774,  general  Gage,  the  new  governor, 
arrived  at  Bofton  from  England,  followed  by  two  regiments 
of  foot,  a  detachment  of  artillery  and  fome  cannon,  which 
afterwards  were  reinforced  by  others  from  Ireland,  Nev/- 
York,  Halifax  and  Quebec.  The  Boflonians,  v/ho  were 
thought  to  be  the  firft  and  raort  confpicuous  in  the  oppofition, 
were  Tingled  out  as  the  firft  objects  of  military  operations. 
The  new  governor  fortihed  the  neck  of  land  that  joins  Boiloii 
to  the  continent,  and  feized  the  provincial  powder  and  milita- 
ry (lores  at  Cambridgeand  Charleflcv/n.  Nothing  of  any  confe- 
quence  however,  happened  till  April  177,5,  when  the  prepa- 
rations throughout  the  colonies,  to  op  pole  by  force  the  execu- 
tion of  the  obnoxious  acts  of  Parliament,  determined  general 
Gage  to  feize  and  deftroy  everything  that  was  coliefted  for  the 
fupport  of  a  provincial  army.     With  this  view  he  detached 

*  Erroncoiijly  called  Bunker's  HilL 
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pace  from  1764  to  1774.  At  this  period  every  thing  affumed 
a  bolder  afpeft  ;  a  continental  congreis  having  been  convened, 
they  agreed  upon  a  declaration  of  their  rights.  An  addrefs 
to  the  king  and  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  was  alio 
drawn  uo  ;  different  plans  for  conciliation  were  brought  for- 
ward in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  men,  accuftomed  to 
uncontrouled  fway,  are  not  eahly  brought  to  regulate  their 
conduft  by  the  fimple  v^les  of  reafon  andofjuftice.  Solid 
revenue  and  unlimited  fupremacy  were  the  obje6ts  of  Great 
Britain.  To  accom.plilli  them,  the  immediate  coercion  of 
the  colonies  were  reToived  upon  ;  Parliam.ent  agreed  on  an 
augmentation  of  their  forces  ;  the  mercenary  circles  of  Ger- 
many were  ranfacked  to  dragoon  the  colonies  into  unconditi- 
onal fubmiffion ;  domellic  infurreftions  were  excited  among 
flaves,  whofe  price  of  freedom  was  the  murder  of  •  their  maf- 
ters,  and  even  the  relentleis  favages  were  brought  down  upon 
their  deiencelefs  frontiers. 

Commencement  of  Hoftiliiies. 
BATTLE  OF  BREED'S  HILL.- 

[with  a  p  la  N.J 


I 


N  the  beg-inning  of  1774,  general  Gage,  the  nev/  governor, 
arrived  at  Bofton  from  England,  followed  by  two  regiments 
of  foot,  a  detachment  of  artillery  and  fome  cannon,  wliich 
afterwards  were  reinforced  by  others  from  Ireland,  Nev/- 
York,  Halifax  and  Quebec.  The  Bodonians,  v/ho  were 
thought  to  be  the  firft  and  mou;  confpicuous  in  the  oppofition, 
were  Tingled  out  as  the  firft  objects  of  military  operations. 
The  new  governor  fortified  the  neck  of  land  that  joins  Bofton 
to  the  continent,  and  feized  the  provincial  powder  and  m.dita- 
ry  ftoresat  Cambridgeand  Charieftov/n.  Nothingof  any  confe- 
quence  however,  happened  till  April  1775,  when  the  prepa- 
rations throughout  the  colonies,  to  oppole  by  force  the  execu- 
tion of  the  obnoxious  acts  of  Parliament,  determined  general 
Gage  to  feize  and  deftroy  every  thing  that  w^as  colie£led  for  the 
fiippcrt  of  a  provincial  army.     With  this  view  he  detached 

*  Erroncciijly  called  Bunker's  Hill. 
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a  party  to  Concord,  which  was  oppoled  in  their  way  by  a 
party  of  Americans  near  Lexingt-on.  A  Ikirmifh  enfued,  the 
refult  of  which  was,  that  of  the  BritiHi  troops  65  were  killed 
and  i'j4  wounded,  and  24  made  prifoners  ;  and  of  the  Ame- 
ricans 49  were  killed,  and  39  wounded  and  miffing.  The 
Britifh  troops,  however,  executed  their  commifiion. 

After  this  aftion,  which  loufed  all  America,  not  only  the 
arms,  ammunition  and  forts  in  the  colonies  were  fecured  for 
the  ufc  of  the  provincials,  but  regular  forces  were  raifed.  A 
confiderable  array  was  allerabled  in  Maffachufetts,  which 
formed  a  line  of  encampment  from  Roxbury  to  Miftic  River. 

About  the  latter  end  of  May,  a  great  part  of  the  reinforce- 
ments ordered  from  Great  Britain,  arrived  at  Boflon  ;  three 
Britifh  generals,  Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  alio  arrived 
about  the  fame  time.  General  Gage,  thus  reinforced,  prepa- 
red for  aftion,  but  before  he  proceeded  to  extremities,  he  if- 
fued  a  proclamation,  holding  forth  the  alternative  of  peace, 
or  war  : — Menaces  on  the  one  fide,  and  promifes  on  the 
other. 

Confidence  among  men  is  of  a  nature  fo  delicate,  that  when 
once  it  i^  violated,  it  is  feldom  reflored.-  Britifh  menaces 
and  promifes  had  by  this  time  lofl  all  influence.  The  blood 
ofthofe  who  were  killed  at  Lexington  had  proved  the  firm 
cement  of  an  extenfive  union.  The  Americans  fuppofing 
this  proclamation  to  be  a  prqludc  to  hoflilities,  prepared  ac- 
cordingly. 

Adjacent  to  the  peninfula  of  EoRon,  en  the  North,  is 
anotlier  of  fimilar  form,  called  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown  : 
They  are  feparated  from  one  another  by  Charles  River.  O- 
ver  again  ft  Bofton,  on  the  north  Bank  of  this  river,  lies 
Charleflown.  The  peninfula  of  Charleftown  being  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  river  Medford  or  Miflic,  and  on  the 
^ea ft:  by  Bofton  harbour,  is.je^ntirely  furrounded  by  navigable 
water,  except  where  it  is  joined  to  the  main  land  by  an 
ifthmus  ;  m  the  centre  of  the  peninfula  rifes  an  eminence, 
called  Bunker's  Hiii,  with  an  eafy  afcent  from  the  ifthmus, 
but  fteep  on  every  other  fide  ;  and  at  the  boftom  of  this  hill 
towards  Bofton  ftands  Charlcftov/n  •,  Bunker's  Hill  was  fuf- 
iiciently  high  to  overlook  any  pert  of  Bofton,  and  near 
enough  to  be  within  cannon  fliot. 
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The  polTefiion  of  that  eminence  was  a  matter  of  great  con- 
fequence  to  either  of  the  conten'ding  parties.  Orders  were 
therefore  ilTued  by  the  provincial  commanders  that  a  detach- 
ment of  loco  men  fi^.ould  intrench  upon  Bunkers  Hiii. — 
They  moved  from  Cambridge,  paffed  by  Charlefiowri 
jieck,  in  filence,  and  reached  the  hiil  unobferved  ;  but, 
by  fome  miftake,  the  eminence  called  Breeds  Hill,  litu- 
ated  on  tlie  furtheft  part  of  the  peninfula,  was  marked 
out  for  the  intrenchment  inflead  of  Bunker's  Kill.  Here 
the  provincials  threw  up  a  fmall  redoubt  about  eight  rods 
fquare,  and  an  intrenchment,  reaching  to  the  bottom  of  the 
hill  towards  Millie  River,  both  of  which  they  had  nearly 
completed  in  the  night  time  of  the  16th  of  June  ;  their  works 
being  in  many  places  cannon-proof.  (Plan  No,  1.  a.)  Al- 
though the  peninfula  was  almoll  furrounded  with  Britifn  fhips 
of  war  and  tranfports,  the  provincials  carried  on  the  work 
v/ith  fuch  profound  filence  that  they  were  not  difcovered  till 
the  morning  ;  when,  at  break  of  day,  the  alarm  wslS  given  at 
Bodon  by  a  cannonade,  begun  upon  the  American  works 
from  the  Lively  fhip  of  war.  A  battery  of  fix  guns  v/as  fcoa 
afterwards  opened  upon  them  from  Copp's  Hiii,  in  Bofton* 
The  provincials  bore  this  with  great  firmnefs,  and  continued 
at  their  works. 

About  noon,  a  detachment  from  the  Britlfn  army  was  landed 
upon  the  peninfula  of  ChaileRown,  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Howe,  and  Brigadier  General  Pigot,  with  orders 
to  drive  the  provincials  from  their  works.  The  troops  were 
formed  without  oppohtion  as  foon  as  they  landed,  (<?)  but  th& 
generals  thought  it  neceiTary  to  apply  for  a  reinforcement. 
While  the  troops  were  waiting  for  this  reinforcement,  the 
piovincial?,  who  occupied  the  left  of  the  breaft  work,  and 
the  open  ground  ftretching  to  the  water  fide,  pulled  up  fome 
adjoining  polls  and  rail  fences,  and  fet  them  down  in  two 
parallel  lines  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  other,  and  filled 
the  fpace  between  with  hay,  which,  having  been  lately  mow- 
ed, remained  on  the  adjacent  ground,  (c) 

When  the  reinforcement  arrived,  the  whole  detachment, 
confifting  now  of  near  3000  men,  the  flower  of  the  Britilh 
srmy,  formed  ia  two  line?,  moved  on   towards  the  provia- 
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cials,  with  the  light  infantry  on  the  right  wing,  (d)  com- 
inanded  by  Major  General  Plowe,  and  the  grenadiers  on  the 
left  (e)  by  Brigadier  General  Pigot ;  the  former  to  attack  the 
provincial  lines,  and  the  latter  the  redoubt.  The  attack  was 
begun  by  a  fliarp  cannonade  from  fome  field  pieces  and  how- 
itzers, (/)  the  troops  advancing  flowly,  and  halting  at  inter- 
vals to  give  time  for  the  artillery  to  produce  fome  effe61:.  The 
left  wing  in  advancing,  received  orders  to  burn  Charieftown, 
in  order  to  deprive  the  Americans  of  a  cover,  in  their  ap- 
proaches, which,  by  the  affillance  of  carcafes  thrown  from 
Copp's  Hill,  in  Bofton,  was  Toon  effefted. 

The  Britifli  moving  on  but  ilovvly,  gave  the  provincials 
upon  the  hill  behind  their  works  a  better  opportunity  for  ta- 
king aim.  They  referved  their  fire  till  their  adverfaries  were 
within  ten  or  twelve  rods,  but  then  began  a  furious  and  un- 
remitting difcharge  of  fraall  arms.  Soincefifant  and  fo  deftruc- 
tive  was  this  continued  blaze  of  mufquetry,  that  the  Britifli 
line  recoiled  and  gave  way  in  all  parts.  Major  General 
Hov/e,  it  is  faid,  v/as  for  a  few  feconds  left  nearly  alone, 
mod  of  the  ofHcers  who  were  about  him,  being  either  killed 
or  wounded  ;  and  it  required  the  utmoft  exertions  in  all  the 
officers,  from  the  general  down  to  the  fubalterns,  to  repair 
the  diforder  which  this  hot  and  unexpefted  fire  had  produced* 
The  Britifii  returned  to  the  attack,  but  the  provincials  referv- 
ing  themfelves  again,  and  put  their  enemies  a  fecond  time  to 
flight.  At  this  junfture,  General  Clinton,  who  had  arrived 
from  Bofton  during  the  engagement,  was  extremely  fervicc- 
sble  in  rallying  the  Britllh  troops.  He  brought  them  back  to 
the  chsirgc.  By  this  time,  the  powder  of  the  Americans  be- 
gan fo  far  to  fail,  that  they  were  not  able  to  keep  up  the  fame 
briflv  fire  as  before.  The  infide  of  the  breaft-work  was  by 
fome  cannon  balls  raked  from  end  to  end,  the  fire  from  the 
fhips,  batteries  and  field  artillery  were  redoubled,  and  the 
redoubt  was  attacked  on  three  fides  at  once.  Under  thefe 
circumft^nces,  a  retreat  from  it  was  ordered. 

While  thefe  operations  were  going  on  at  the  brcaft-work 
snd  redoubt,  the  Britifh  light  infantry  were  attempting  to 
force  the  left  point  of  the  former.  The  provincials  here,  in 
like  manner,  referved   their  fire   till   their  adverfaries  were 
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tiear,  and  then  poured  it  upon  them  with  fuch  an  inceffant 
ftream  and  in  lb  true  a  direftion,  as  mowed  down  their  ranks. 
The  engagement  was  kept  up  on  both  fides  with  great  refoiu- 
tion.  The  king's  troops  couid  net  compel  the  Americans  to 
retreat,  till  they  obferved  that  their  main  body  had  left  the 
hill,  when  they  gave  way.  This  retreat  was,  with  little  lofs 
effefted  over  Charieftcwn  Neck,  [g)  thou^jh  it  v/as  enfiladed 
by  the  Ghfgow  (loop  of  war  and  iome  armed  tranfports  and 
floating  batteries. 

The  number  of  Americans  actually  engaged  amounted  only 
to  1500.  The  Britifh  did  not  pufh  the  advantages  thev  had 
gained,  contenting  themielves  with  throwing  up  v/orks  on 
Bunker's  Hill  for  their  own  fafety.  The  provincials  did  the 
fame  on  Profpeft  Hill,  in  front  of  them  ;  both  were  guarding 
againft  an  attack,  and  both  weie  in  a  bad  condition  to  receive 
one.* 

The  fecond  continental  congrefs  met  on  the  tenth  of  May, 
1775,  and,  two  days  before  this  aftion,  appointed  George 
AVafnington,  a  native  of  Virginia,  to  the  chief  command  of 
the  American  army.  This  general  foon  after  joined  the  army 
at  Cambridge,  and  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  publilhed  a  de- 
claration, previoufly  drawn  up  by  congrefs,  in  the  nature  of 
a  manifefto,  fetting  forth  the  reafons  for  taking  up  arms.  In 
this,  after  enumerating  various  grievances,  it  was  added  :— 
*'  In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  which 
"  is  our  birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late 
*•  violation  of  it,  for  the  protection  of  our  property  acquired 
"  folely  by  the  induftry  of  our  forefathers  and  ourielves, 
"  againfl  violence  aftually  offered,  we  take  up  arms,  ws 
"  fhall  lay  them  down  when  hoflilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the 
'•  part  of  the  aggreflbrs,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renew- 
''  ed  fliall  be  removed,  and  not  before.'* 

When  General  V/afhington  joined  the  army,  he  found 
the  Britifn  intrenched  on  Bunker's  Hill  ;  they  had  three 
floating  Batteries  in  Ivliftic  River,  a  feventy  gun  fhip  below 
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*  LOSS  of  the  BRITISH. 

^054  killed  and  wounded. 


LOSS  of  the  AMERICANS. 
453  killed  and  wounded  and 
miffing.     5  pieces  of  cannon* 
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the  ferry,  between  Bofton  and  Charleftown,  and  a  battery 
on  Copp's  Hill.  They  were  alfo  ftrongly  fortified  on  the 
neck»  The  Amevicnns  were  intrenched  at  Winter  Hill," 
Profpeft  Hill,  and  Roxbury,  communicating  with  one  ano- 
tjicr  by  fmall  pofls  over  a  diftancc  of  ten  miles.  This  army,, 
about  14^500  men  fliong,  was  fo  ftationed  round  Bofton,  as 
to  confine  the  Brit ifli  to  the  town,  and  to  exclude  them 
from  the  forage  and  provifions,  which  the  adjacent  country 
aiforded.  General  Ward  commanded  the  right  wing  at 
Roxbury,  General  Lee  the  left  at  Profpeft  Hill,  and  the 
centre  was  commanded  by  General  Wafhington. 

After  the  battle  of  Breed's  Hill,  which  did  not  lad  above 
an  hour,  and  which,  on  account  of  the  fmall  number  of 
troops  engaged,  the  gieat  numbers  killed,  and  the  bravery 
fliewn  on  both  fide^,  belongs  to  the  moft  extraordinary  in 
the  hi  (lory  of  wars,  the  colonies  caft  their  eyes  on  the 
province  of  Canada.  Surrounded  by  rivers  and  lakes,  and 
flretching  from  Nova  Scotia  in  an  oblong  direftion,  almoft  to 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  Pennfylvania,  it  was  conveniently 
fituated  for  hoftiie  invafion  ;  and  would,  if  reduced,  prove 
a  moft  iiVspdrtrant  acquifition. 

Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  the  former  fituated  at  the 
north  end  of  Lake  George,  and  the  latter  near  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  Lake  Champlain,   form  the  gates  of  that  quarter 
of  Canada.     Thefe  pofts  had  already  been  fe cured  in  the  fol- 
lowing   mnnner.     A  number  of  volunteers  in  Connefticut 
planned  the  I'^cheme  for  obtaining  poffeffion  of  thefe  valuable 
pofts.      Having    made  the  neceffary  preparations,    and    col- 
'le-fted    2^0  men,    chiefly    of  that  brave  and   hardy  people, 
r.eailed  Green  Mountatn  bays,   they  rendesvouzed  at  Caftic- 
ton,  where  they  were  joined  by  Colonel  Arnold  from  Cam- 
bridi^c.      Having   arrived   at   Lake    Champlain -oppofite   Ti- 
conderoga,  in    the  night,    Colonel   Arnold  and  Allen,   with 
83  men,  crgft'ed  over  at  the    dawn  of  day,  entered   the   fort 
without. re-fiftance,  and    called    upon   the   commander,   who 
was   yet  in  bed,  to  I'uriender  the   fort.      He  afked  by  what 
authority  ?     Colonel  Allen  replied,   I  demand  it  in  the  name 
of    the  Gieat  Jehovah,    and   of    the    Continental    Congrefs. 
Thus  tlie  fort  was   captured   with  its  valuable    ftorea  and  43 
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prifoners.  Crown  point  was  taken  at  the  fame  time  by  Co- 
ior.el  Seth  Warner,  and  Colonel  Arnold  got  by  furpiife  pof- 
.lelTion  of  a  fioop  of  war.  lying  at  St.  John's,  at  the  northern 
extreiTiity  of  the  Lake.  In  this  rapid  manner  the  command 
of  Lake  Champlain  was  obtained  without  any  lofs^  by  a  few 
determined  men. 

The  exertions  of  the  King's  governor  in  Canada,  which 
were  principally  made  with  a  view  to  recover  Ticonderoga, 
Crown  Point,  and  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain,  indu- 
ced Congrefs  to  believe  that  a  foimidable  invahon  of  their 
north  weftern  frontier  was  intended  from  that  quarter. 
They  were  feniible  that  the  only  practicable  plan  for  warding 
ofp  fo  terrible  a  blow,  was  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  upon 
Canada,  while  it  was  unable  to  refill  the  unexpected  impref- 
fion. 

Congrefs  had  committed  the  management  of  their  military 
arrangements  in  this  northern  department  to  General  Schuy- 
ler and  General  Montgomery,  The  Americans,  about  one 
thoufand  in  number,  effected  a  landing  at  St. John's  ;  which, 
being  the  firll  Britilh  poft  in  Canada,  lies  only  115  miles  to 
the  northward  of  Ticonderoga.  The  Britifh  piquets  being 
driven  into  the  fort,  they  reconnoitered  the  environs,  and 
found  the  fortifications  to  be  much  ftrcnger  than  they  fufpeft- 
ed.  This  induced  the  calling  of  a  council  of  war,  w^hich 
recommended  a  retreat  to  Ifle  aux  Noix,  twelve  miles  fouth 
of  St.  John's,  to  throw  a  boom  acrofs  the  channel,  and  to 
ere6l  works  for  its  defence.  General  Schuyler,  on  account 
of  his  bad  ftate  of  health,  retired  foon  after  this  event  to 
Ticonderoga,  and  the  command  devolved  on  General  Mont- 
gomery. 

This  enterprifing  officer  in  a  few  days  returned  to  the 
vicinity  of  St.  John's,  and  opened  a  battery  againft  it.  Pie 
alfo  detached  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  to  attempt  the  redu£lion 
of  Fort  Chahnblee,  only  fix  miles  diftant.  Succefs  attended 
this  enterprife.  By  its  lurrender  fix  tons  of  gunpowder  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  which  enabled  them  to 
profecute  the  fiege  of  St.  John's  with  vigour.  The  garrifon, 
though  ftraitened  for  provifions,  perfevered  in  defending 
taemfelves  with  unabating  fortitude*     The  governor  of  the 
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province,  with  about  800  men,  chiefly  militia  and  Indians^ 
endeavoured  to  crofs  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  land  at 
Lonqueil,  intending  to  proceed  thence  to  attack  the  befieg- 
ers,  but  Colonel  Warner,  with  300  green  mountain  boys, 
and  a  four  pounder,  prevented  the  execution  of  the  defign. 
The  governor's  party  was  fuffered  to  come  near  the  fhore, 
but  was  then  fired  upon  with  fuch  effeft,  as  to  make  them 
retire  with  great  lofs. 

After  this  the  garrifon  of  St.  John's  furrendered.  About 
500  regulars  and  lOO  Canadians  became  prifoners  to  the  pro» 
vincials.  They  alfo  acquired  39  pieces  of  cannon,  feven 
mortars,  tv/o  howitzers,  and  about  800  (land  of  arms. 

While  the  fiege  of  St.  John's  was  pending,  Colonel  Allen, 
who  was  returning  with  about  80  men  from  a  tour  on  which 
he  had  been  fentby  his  General,  was  captured  by  the  Britifh 
near  Montreal,  loaded  with  irons,  and  in  that  condition  (ent 
to  England. 

General  Montgomery  now  proceeded  towards  Montreal. 
The  few  Britifh  forces  there,  unable  to  (land  their  ground^ 
repaired  for  fafety  on  board  the  fliipping  in  hopes  of  efcap- 
ing  down  the  river;  but  they  were  prevented  by  Colonel 
Eafton,  who^was  Rationed  at  the  point  of  Sorel  river  with  a 
body  of  continental  troops,  fome  cannon,  and  an  armed  gon- 
dola. General  Prefect,  v/ho  was  on  board,  with  feveral  of- 
^cersand  about  120  privates,  having  no  chance  of  efcaping, 
fubmitted  to  be  made  prifoners  on  terms  of  capitulation.  Ele- 
ven fail  of  vefTels,  full  of  ammunition,  provifions,  and  in- 
trenching tools,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  provincials.  Go-=- 
vernor  Carleton  efcaped  in  a  boat  with  muffled  paddies,  by  a 
fecret  way,  to  the  Three  Rivers,  and  arrived  in  a  few  days 
after  at  Quebec. 

General  Montgomery,  after  leaving  fome  troops  in  Mon- 
treal, and  fending  detachments  into  djil'erent  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince, advanced  towards  Quebec,  where  his  little  army  arri » 
ved  with  expedition.  Nothing  could  damp  the  ardour  of  the 
Americans.  Not  with  (landing  the  depth  of  winter  was  at 
hand,  Colonel  Arnold  formed  a  defign  of  penetrating  with  a 
detachment  of  one  thoufand  men,  through  woods,  marfhes, 
and  the  moft,  frightful  defarts,  from  the  camp  of  Cambridge 
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to  Canada,  by  a  nearer  way  than  that  v/hich  Montgomery  had 
choien  ;  and  this  he  accotnplifhcd,  in  Ipite  of  every  diScul- 
ty,  to  the  aflonifhment  01  all  who  faw  or  heard  of  the  at- 
tempt. In  afcending  the  river  Kennebeck,  the  troops  were 
conflantly  obliged  to  labour  againfl  an  impetuous  current. 
They  were  often  compelled  by  catarafts  or  other  impediments 
to  land  and  to  haul  their  batceaux  up  rapid  ifcreams,  and  over 
falls  of  rivers.  On  their  march  by  land,  they  had  deep 
fwami3S,  thick  woods,  and  craggy  precipices  alternatively  to 
encounter.  At  fome  places  they  had  to  cut  their  way  for 
miles  together,  through  forefts  foembarraffod,  that  their  pro-' 
grefs  was  only  four  or  five  miles  a  day,  Inceffant  fatigue, 
and  the  want  of  provifions,  cauied  many  men  to  fail  fick. 
From  this  caufe,  one  third  of  the  number  which  fet  out  were 
obliged  to  return  ;  the  refh  prpceeded  with  unabated  fortitude 
andconftancy.  Having  fpent  thirty  one  days  in  traverfmg  a 
hideous  wildernefs,  without  ever  feeing  any  thing  human, 
they  at  length  reached  the  inhabited  parts  of  Canada. 

Arnold  arrived  at  Point  Levy,  oppohte  to  Quebec,  before 
Montgo'.nery  left  Montreal.  Such  was  the  confternation  of 
the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  at  this  unexpeftcd  appearance, 
that  had  not  the  river  intsrvened,  an  immediate  attack  in  the 
firft  furprife  and  coufufion,  might  have  been  fuccefsful. 
The  bold  enterprife  of  one  American  army  marching' through 
the  wildernefs,  at  a  time  when  fucccfs  was  crowning  every 
undertaking  of  another  invading  in  a  different  direftion, 
ftruck  terror  into  the  breads  of  ihofe  Canadians  v^ho  were 
unfriendly  to  the  defigns  of  Congrefs.  In  a  few  days,  after 
A.rnoid  had  arrived  at  Point  Levy,  he  crolTed  the  river  Sr, 
Lawrence ;  but  his  chance  of  fucceeding  by  a  coup  de  main 
was  in  that  fhort  fp?xe  greatly  diminifhed.  The  critical  mo- 
ment was  paft.  The  panic  occalioned  by  his  -fiift  appearance 
had  abated,  and  folid  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  town 
were  adopted.  At  the  time  the  Americans  were  before  Mon- 
treal, General  Carieton.  as  has  been  related,  efcaped  through 
their  hands,  and  got  fafe  to  Quebec.  His  preience  was  itfelf 
a  garrifon.  The  inhabitants,  both  Englifh  and  Canadians,  as 
foon  as  danger  preiTed,  united  for  their  common  defence. 
THe  failors  were  taken  from  the  fhipping  in  the  harbour,  and 
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put  to  the  batteries  on  fhore.  As  Colonel  Arnold  had  no  ar- 
tillery, after  parading  lomedayson  the  heights  near  Quebec, 
he  drew  ofF  his  troops,  intending  nothing  more,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  Moinigonieiy,  than  to  cut  off  fuppiies  froru  entering 
the  garrifon. 

On  the  firO:  of  December  General  Montgomery  efFecled  a 
junftipn  with  Colonel  Arnold  at  Point  aux  Trembles, 

The  ftege  of  Quebec  was  then  commenced ;  but  it  may  firft 
be  neceffary  to  give  a  ihort  description  of  the  town,  in  order 
to  convey  a  better  idea  how  it  was  attacked,  and  how  defend- 
ed. That  part  of  it  which  is  called  the  LovPer  Town,  is  Se- 
parated from  the  Upper,  by  an  inacceffible  precipice,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  a  narrow  road,  cut  out  of  the  rock  that 
leads  to  the  Higher  Town.  The  diftance  at  this  place  to  the 
edge  of  the  river,  is  iomewhat  better  than  one  hundred  yards  ; 
from  thence  to  the  extreme  ends,  the  rock  grows  gradually 
narrower,  till  the  precipice  admits  only  of  one  row  of  houles 
below  it. 

The  Lower  Town  forms  nearly  the  figare  of  a  half  moon  ; 
this  is,  likewife,  the  fhape  of  the  Higher  Town,  with  re- 
gular baflions  and  curtains  facing  the  country,  running  acrofs 
from  the  precipice  on  one  fide  to  the  precipice  on  the  other, 
from  {a  to  f.  See  Plan  No,  II.)  No  place  can  be  better 
lituated  for  a  defence.  There  are  three  gates  out  of  the 
Upper  Town,  St.  Lewis  gate,  m,arked  (/^  i.)  St.  John's 
gate  (t)  and  Palace  gate  (■m),  all  built  with  flone  and  brick. 
Between  the  Upper  and  Lower  Town  is  a  flockaded  gate. 

In  the  Lower  Town,  the  merchants  chiefly  live,  and  have 
their  ware  houfes,  (hops,  &c.  for  the  convenience  of  re- 
ceiving gooos  from  the  fhips.  In  it  alfo  is  a  Cul  du  Sac, 
(Jig.  3.)  where  the  fhipping  winter  with  fafety  from  the 
3ce.  DireRly  facing  this,  on  the  foulh  fhore  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  at  the  diftance  of  nearly  one  Englifh  mile,  is 
Point  Levy,  on  which  General  Monkton,  the  preceding 
war  had  his  batteries,  and  from  whence  he  almoft  deftroyed 
the  Lower  Town.  Here  the  Americans,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fiege,  (April  4.)  brought  four  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
did  but  little  damage  to  the  {flipping,  and  none  to  the  town, 
iLeir  guns  being  only  1  2  pounders.     About   half  a  mile  to 
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the  northward  is  the  river  St.  Charles,  where  is  an  old  French 
work,  called  St.  Roche, 

General  Montgomery,  upon  his  arrival  before  Quebec, 
found  that  this  place  was  not  to  be  taken  by  raifmg  batteries  ; 
however,  to  intimidate  the  French  inhabitants  and  mer- 
chants, he  began  by  opening  a  fmall  battery  of  five  fix 
pounders  and  one  howitzer,  within  feven  hundred  yards  of 
St.  John's  gate.  At  the  fame  time,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Britifh  governor,  recommending  an  immediate  furrender,  to 
prevent  the  dreadful  confequences  of  a  dorm.  :  but  the  in- 
flexible firmnefs  of  the  governor  could  not  be  moved  either 
by  threats  or  dangers. 

The  garrifon  of  Quebec  at  this  time  confifted  of  abo'it 
1320  men,  of  which  800  were  militia.  The  American  army 
v/erc  not  above  800  ftrong.  Some  had  been  left  at  Montreal, 
and  near  a  third  of  Arnold's  detachment,  as  has  been  related, 
had  returned  to  Cambridge.  This  force  was  too  infignificant 
to  attempt  the  reduftion  of  a  place  fo  ftrongly  fortified.  Ge- 
4ieral  Montgomery,  however,  from  a  native  intrepidity  and 
an  ardent  thirft  for  glory,  overlooked  all  dangers,  and  re- 
folved  at  once  either  to  carry  the  place  or  perifli  in  the 
attempt.  Trufting  much  to  his  good  fortune,  confiding  in 
tile  braveiy  of  his  troops,  and  depending  ibmewhat  on  the 
extcnfivenefs  of  the  works,  he  determined  to  attempt  the 
town  by  afliiuLt.  He  held  his  men  in  eonildnt  readinefs,  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  firft  bad  night  ;  hoping  then  to 
find  the  garriibn  off  their  guard.  Arnold,  who  commanded 
abeut  gponien,  was  to  enter  the  Lower  Town,  at  the  north 
end,  called  the  Sant  dit'  Mateljt,  (pretty  near  to  z.)  and 
Montgomery  Was  to  attack  and  enter  at  the  fouth  end,  jufi: 
under  the  precipice  *  called  Caoe  Diarhond,  (3)  At  ler'^th 
the  nightbf  the  gift' of  December  prefented  shem  with  the 
wiflred  for  occafion  :  it' was  verv  dark,  and  there  was  a  areat 
fall  of  fnow.  General  Montgomery  then  m.ade  his  difpcf.- 
tidn,  which  confil>ed  of'four  different  divificns  ;  two  ir.- 
confiderable  ones,  to' ma1ce  a  faUe  attack  on  the  baftians 
friicing  the  country  from-(i'  io'c)  and  two  real  ones,  on  the 
I.ovv'er  Tov/n.  He  had  ordered  rockets  to  be  thrown  up 
by  A.rncld's  party  and  his  ov/n,  to  let  each  other  fee,  from 
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the  northward  is  the  river  St.  Charles,  where  is  an  old  French 
work,  called  St.  Roche. 

General  Montgomery,  upon  his  arrival  before  Quebec, 
found  that  this  place  was  not  tolae  taken  by  raifmg  batteries  ; 
however,  to  intimidate  the  French  inhabitants  and  mer- 
chants, he  began  by  opening  a  fmall  battery  of  five  fix 
pounders  and  one  howitzer,  within  feven  hundred  yards  of 
St.  John's  gate.  At  the  fan^e  time,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Britifh  governor,  recommending  an  immediate  iurrender,  to 
prevent  the  dreadful  coniequences  of  a  ftorm  :  but  the  in- 
flexible firmnefs  of  the  governor  could  not  be  moved  either 
by  threats  or  dangers. 

The  garrifon  of  Quebec  at  this  time  confifted  of  about 
1320  men,  of  which  800  were  militia.  The  A^merican  army 
v/ere  not  above  800  flrong.  Some  had  been  left  at  Montreal, 
and  near  a  third  of  Arnold's  detachment,  as  has  been  related, 
had  returned  to  Cambridge.  This  force  was  too  inugnificant 
to  attempt  the  reduftion  of  a  place  fo  ftrongly  fortified.  Ge- 
4ieral  Montgomery,  however,  from  a  native  intrepidity  and 
an  ardent  thirft  for  glory,  overlooked  all  dangers,  and  re- 
Ivjlved  at  once  either  to  carry  the  place  or  peridi  in  the 
attempt.  Trufling  much  to  his  good  fortune,  confiding^  in 
the  braveiy  of  his  troops,  and  depending  fomewhat  on  the 
cxtenfivenefs  of  the  works,  he  determined  to  attempt  the 
town  by  alTault.  He  held  his  men  in  eonilant  readinefi,  to 
take  the  advantage  of  the  firil:  bad  night  ;  hoping  then  to 
find  the  garriibn  off  their  guard.     Arnold,   who=  commanded 

^febeut  3pOmen,  was  to  enter  the  Lower  Town,  at  the  north 
end,  called  the  Saut'  dit'  Mateljt,  (pretty  near  to  z.)  and 
Mcnrgomery  Was  to  attack  and  enter  at  the  ibuth  end,  jad 
under  the  precipice 'called  Cape.  Diamond.  !a)  At  len<^th 
the  night  of  the  3ill*qf  December  prefented  ihem  with^the 
wilhed  for  occafion  :  it  was  very  dark,  and  there  was  a  areat 
fall  of  fnow.      General  Montgomery  then  made   his  difpcfi- 

'tion,  which  confined  of' four  different  divificns  :  two  in- 
confiderable  ones,' to' make  4  faUe  attack  on  the  baftions, 
facing  the   country  from-(/y  t6>)  and  two  real  ones,  on  the 

4.ov.-er  Tovv-n.  He  had  ordered  rockets  to  be  thrown  up 
by  Arnold's  party  and  his  ov/n,  to  let  each  orher  fee,  frjin 
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time  to  time,  how  far  the  parties  were  advanced.  This  v/as 
undoubtedly  what  they  might  have  wifhed  to  know,  yet  the 
diftance  from  their  head  quarters,  was  not  fo  great  but  each 
divificn  might  have  afccrtained  what  time  it  would  take  to 
get  to  the  different  barriers.  The  lights  that  were  throv/a 
up,  naturally  gave  the  alarm  ;  the  bell  was  rung,  and  moftof 
the  garrifon  ran  to  their  pofts. 

About  four  in  the  morning,  Colonel  Arnold,  at  the  head 
of  his  party,  approached  the  bars  at  Saut  du  Matelot  on  ihe 
north.  He  attacked  a  two-gun  battery,  and  carried  it,  but 
with  coniiderabie  lofs.  In  this  attack  Arnold  was  fhot 
through  the  leg,  which  made  it  neceffary  to  carry  him  off  the 
field  of  battle.  His  party,  neverthelefs,  pufiiedon.  Some 
part  of  the  way  they  were  under  fhelter  from  the  lire,  by  a 
row  of  houTeSj  hut  paffmg  feme  openings,  feveral  of  the 
Americans  were  killed  and  wounded  from  the  piquets  above. 
They,  however,  paffed  thefe  intervals,  with  their  fcaliag 
ladders  on  their  fhoulders,  with  fpirit  and  perfeverance. 
They  made  themfelves  mailers  of  a  fecond  barrier,  and  fu&. 
tained  the  force  of  the  whole  garrifon  for  three  hours  ;  but 
at  lad,  finding  themfelves  hemmed  in,  and  without  hopes 
either  of  fuccefs  or  relief,  they  yielded  to  numbers,  and  the 
advantageous  fituation  of  their  adverfaries. 

It  is  generally  thought,  that  wounding  Arnold  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  affair,  w^as  the  faving  of  the  Lower  Town. 
He  certainly  had  arranged  matters  in  his  own  mind  previous  to 
the  attack  ;  determining  what  to  have  done,  in  cafe  he 
found  things  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  (late.  He  knew  the  town 
perfe£lly,  which,  perhaps,  his  fucceffor  in  command  did  not. 

General  Montgomery,  in  the  mean  time,  attacked  the  other 
end  of  the  Lovv'er  Town,  [a,  in  the  Plan,  or  5  birds  in  the 
view.)  He  paffed  the  firft  barrier,  and  was  juft  opening  to 
attack  the  fecond,  when  he  was  killed,  together  with  his  aid- 
du-camp.  At  this  barrier  were  feven  fmall  pieces  of  cannon, 
all  pointed  to  defend  the  pafs,  below  the  precipice,  the  only 
place  where  it  was  poffible  for  the  Americans  to  approach. 
As  foon  as  the  Gentries  gave  intelligence  of  the  lights  in  tke 
air,  all  the  men  flood  to  their  guns.  The  river  not  being 
frozen  over,  the  narrownefa  of  this  pafs^  from  the  rocks  on 
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bne  fide,  and  the  river  on  the  other,  admitted  only  of  four  or 
five  men  to  advance  in  front,  (Seej^g.  4.  in  the  Plan.)  Mont- 
gomery was  at  their  head,  and  the  heavy  fall  of  fnow  and 
darknefs  prevented  their  being  perceived  by  their  enemies 
till  they  came  within  a  few  yards  of  them.  They  were  then 
fired  upon  with  cannon  and  muflistry  at  the  fame  inftanti 
Montgomery's  fail  (o  difpirited  the  men,  that  Col.  Campbell, 
on  v/hom  the  command  devolved,  thought  proper  to  draw 
them  off. 

The  lofs  of  the  Americans  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  the 
different  attacks,  was  about  one  hundred,  and  three  hundred 
were  taken  priloners.  The  garrifon  had  only  five  killed  and 
thirteen  wounded.  Few  men  have  ever  fallen  in  battle,  [o 
much  regretted  by  both  fides,  as  General  Montgomery.  His 
amiable  qualities  had  procured  him  an  uncommon  fnare  of 
private  affeftion  ;  and  his  great  abilities,  an  equal  proportion 
of  public  efteem. 

The  iffue  of  this  affault  relieved  the  garrifon  of  Quebec 
from  all  apprehenfions  for  its  fafety.  The  provincials  were 
fo  much  weakened,  as  to  be  fcarcely  equal  to  their  own  de- 
fence. However,  Colonel  Arnold  encamped  within  three 
miles  of  the  town  ;  and,  difficult  as  his  fituation  was,  impe- 
ded the  conveyance  of  refreffiments  and  provifions  into  the 
garrifon.  The  fufferings  of  his  troops  were  great ;  thev 
were  expcfed  in  the  open  air  to  the  extreme  rigour  of  the 
feafon. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  the  Americans  raifed  a  battery  on 
the  heights  oppofite  the  gate  of  St.  Lewis,  but  it  was  foon  fi- 
lenced  by  the  bcfieged.  An  attempt  to  burn  the  Lower  Town 
and  the  (hipping  was  made  on  the  3d  of  May  by  the  befiegers. 
Their  plan  was  well  conceived.  They  had  prepared  a  fire 
fhip,  charged  with  combuffiblcs  proper  for  the  occafion. 
About  ten  in  the  evening,  fiie  flood  in  for  the  Cul  du  Sac, 
and  was  hailed  at  the  diPcance  of  about  one  hundred  yards. 
The  men  on  board  very  imprudently  made  no  anfwer ;  had  ' 
they  replied  from  England  or  Halifax,  they  would  have 
come  in  unmolefted.  Their  filcnce  made  them  fufpefted,  and 
a  (hot  was  fired  to  bring  them  too.  The  three  men  v^ho  had 
charge  of  the  veffel,  then  thought  it  high  time  to  efcape  ;  they 
flipped  into  a  boat  they  had  along  fide,  after  lighting  the 
match,  and  made  the  be  ft  of  their  way  back  to  the  other 
fiiore.     Xiiey  had  fct  off  with  the  fhi]»  rather  too  late  for  the 
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tide  ;  had  it  flowed  five  minutes  longer,  the  light  wind,  snd 
the  flood  would  have  brought  her  flraight  to  the  Cul  du  Sac, 
and  into  the  midft  of  the  {hipping,  which  would  inftantJy 
have  been  in  flame,  and  that  muft.  inevitably  have  communi- 
cated to  part  of  the  Lower  Town.  She  was  driven  down  the 
ftieam  to  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,  where  fhe  confumed  to  the 
water's  edge. 

The  morning  of  the  6th  of  May  the  van  of  the  long  ex- 
pcfted  reinforcement  from  England  arrived  before  Quebec. 
They  made  good  their  paffage  through  the  ice  up  the  river 
St.  Lawrence.  The  expf'.ftation  of  their  coming  had  for 
fome  time  induced  the  befiegers  to  think  of  a  retreat,  which 
now  was  carried  into  execution  with  great  precipitation. 

Before  the  end  of  that  memorable  year,  Lord  Dunmore, 
the  governor  of  Virginia,  gave  proofs  that  he  was  but  illy 
fitted  to  be  at  the  helm  in  this  tempeftuous  feafon.  This 
province,  though  there  was  not  a  fingle  Britifh  foldier  with- 
in its  limits,  was,  by  his  itidifcretiori,  involved,  for  feveral 
months,  in  difficulties  but  little  fhort  of  thofe  to  which  thfc 
inhabitants  of  Mafl"achufetts  where  fubjefted.  In  common 
•with  the  other  provinces,  they  had  taken  effeftual  mcafares 
to  prepare  their  militia  for  the  purpofes  of  defence.  Lord 
Dunmore,  about  this  time,  engaged  a  party  belonging  to  a 
joyal  veiTei  in  James'  P^iver,  to  convey  fome  public  powder 
from  a  magazine  in  Williamfburg  on  board  their  fhip.  This 
alarmed  the  inhabitants — They  afl"embled  with  arms,  and  de- 
inanded  its  reflitution.  Extremities  were  prevented-  and, 
fortius  time,  the  affair  ended  in  a  negociatioxi. 

Lord  Duniiiore,  however,  thought  proper  to  fend  hislad^ 
2nd  family  on  board  the  Fawey.  man  of  war,  in  Jarhes'  river, 
and  to  fortify  his  palace.  The  aflembly,  who  then  was  con- 
vened, appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  ma- 
gazine. They  found  moil  of  the  remaining  powder  buried  ; 
the  mufkets  deprived  of  their  locks,  and  fpring  guns  planted 
iri  the  maK,82ine.  Thefe  difcoveries  irritated  the  people,  and 
the  governor  privately  retired  onboard  the  Fawey  man  of  war. 
The  royal  government  in  Virginia  froin  that  day  ceafed.  A?i 
armed  force  was  now  raifed,  and  other  mcafures  taken  for 
putting  the  colony  in  4  ildte  of  defence.  Lord  Dunmoic, 
■who-re  pafiions  predominated  over  his  underftanding,  waS 
precipitated  into  farther  follies.  V/ith  the  aid  of  feme  tories, 
run-away  ncgroc?,  and  foine  frigates  that  were  on  the  Itation, 
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he  eilabliflied  a  raarine.  force.  By  degrees,  he  equipped  and 
armed  a  number  of  vefTels  of  different  kinds  and  lizes,  in  one 
of  which  he  conftantly  refided,  except  when  he  went  on 
fhore  in  a  hoilile  manner.  On  the  25th  of  Oelober,  he  made 
an  attempt  to  burn  Hampton  ;  but  the  crev/s  of  his  veiiels 
were  fo  annoyed  by  riflemen  from  the  (hore,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  quit  their  ftation.  Soon  after,  Lord  Dunmore, 
after  having  proclaimed  liberty  to  the  flaves,  was  joined  by 
feveral  hundreds,  both  whites  and  black,  at  NorfoJk,  and 
having  once  more  got  footing  on  the  main,  he  amufed  himfelf 
with  hopes  of  acquiring  the  glory  of  reducing  one  part  of 
the  province  by  means  of  the  other.  The  provincials  had 
now  an  objeft  againfl  which  they  might  direft  their  arms. 
An  expedition  was  therefore  concerted  againfl  the  fores 
which  had  taken  the  poft  at  Norfolk.  Lord  Dunmore  con- 
ftru61ed  a  fort  at  the  bridge,  on  the  Norfolk  fide,  and  fur- 
nifhed  it  with  artillery.  The  provincials,  alfo,  fortified 
themfelves  near  to  the  fame  place,  with  a  narrow  caufeway 
in  their  front.  On  the  9th  of  December,  the  royalifts  com- 
menced an  attack.  Captain  Fordyce,  at  the  head  of  about 
60  men  palfed  the  caufeway,  and  boldly  marched  up  to  the 
provincial  entrenchments  with  fixed  bayonets.  They  were 
expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  provincials  in  front,  and  infiladed 
by  another  part  of  their  works.  The  Captain  and  feveral  of 
his  men  fell,  the  Lieutenant  v/ith  others  were  taken,  and  all 
who  furvived  were  wounded. 

The  royal  forces,  on  the  enfuing  night,  evacuated  their 
poft  at  the  bridge,  and  Lord  Dunmore  fhortly  after  abandon- 
ed Norfolk,  and  retired  with  his  people  on  board  bis  fliips. 
Many  of  the  Tories,  fought  the  fame  afyium.  The  Provin- 
cials took  poffefTion  of  Norfolk  and  the  fleet  with  its  new  in- 
cumbrances, moved  to  a  greater  diftance.  The  people  on 
board,  cut  off  from  all  peaceable  intercourfe  with  the  fhore, 
were  diftreffed  for  provifions  and  neceffaries  of  every  kind. 
At  length  on  the  arrival  of  the  Liverpool  man  of  war  from 
England  a  flag  was  lent  on  fhore  to  put  the  queflion,  whether 
they  would  fupply  his  Majefly's  fhips  with  provifions  ?  Aa 
anfwer  was  returned  in  the  negative.  It  was  then  determined 
to  deftroy  the  town.  This  was  carried  into  effeft,  and  Nor- 
folk was  reduced  to  afhes.  The  whole  lofs  was  eftimated  at 
Spo.coo  Pounds  fterling.  The  provincials,  to  deprive  the 
ihips  of  every  refource  cf  fupply,  deftroyed  the  houfes  and 
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plantations  that  were  near  the  water,  and  obliged  the  people 
to  move  their  cattle,  provifions,  and  effefts,  farther  into  the 
country.  Lord  Dunmore,  with  his  fleet,  continued  for  fe- 
veral  months  on  the  coaft  and  in  the  river  of  Virginia.  Kis 
unhappy  foilov/ersfuffered  a  complication  of  diftreffes,  which 
induced  him  fometirne  after  to  burn  the  leaft  valuable  of  his 
vefTcls,  and  to  fend  the  remainder  amounting  to  30  or  40  faii^ 
to  Florida,  Bermuda  sad  the  Weft  Indies. 

While  thcfe  tranractions  were  carrying  on,  another  fcheme, 
in  which  Lord  Dunmore  was  a  party,  in  like  manner  mifcar- 
ried.  This  fcheme  was  formed  by  one  Conolly  a  Pennfylva- 
nian.  The  firft  ftep  of  his  plan  was,  to  enter  into  a  league 
with  the  Ohio  Indians.  Lie  fet  out,  and  atlualiy  fuccecded 
in  his  defign.  On  his  return  he  was  difpatched  to  general 
<}age,  from  whom  he  received  a  Colonel's  commifiion.  The 
plan  was,  that  he  fhould  return  to  the  Ohio,  Vv^ere  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Britifli  and  Indians  in  thefe  parts,  he  was  to 
penetrate  through  the  back  fettlements  into  Virginia,  and 
join  Lord  Dunmore  at  Alexandria.  But  by  an  accident  he 
Tvas  difcovered  and  taken  prifoner. 

In  South  Carolina,  regiments  were  raifed— forts  were  built 
— the  militia  trained,  and  every  neceffary  preparation  made 
for  that  purpofe.  Lord  W.  Campbell,  the  royal  governor, 
having  endeavoured  to  form  a  party  for  the  fupport  of  Biitifh 
government,  wcs  obliged  to  take  up  his  refidence  on  board 
of  an  armed  veffel  in  the  harbour.  Governor  Martin  of 
North  Carolina,  who  was  alio  very  zealous  for  the  royal  in- 
tereft  likewife  confulted  his  fafety,  retiring  on  board  a  fioop 
Cif  war  in  Cape  Fear  river.  He  attempted  to  raife  the  back 
iettlers,  confifling  chiefly  of  Scots  Highlanders,  again  it  the 
Colony.  Lie  fent  commifTions  among  them  for  laifmg  and 
commanding  regiments  ;  and  he  granted  one  to  Mr.  M*Do- 
^ald  to  a£l  as  their  general.  Upon  the  fii  11  intelligence  of 
their  ailembling,  Brigadier  General  Moore,  with  lome  pio- 
vincial  trocps  and  militia,  and  forac  pieces  of  cannon,  march- 
ed to  oppoic  them.  Ke  took  poifefiion  of  Rock  i^ifh  bridge, 
and  threw  up  fome  works.  He  had  not  been  there  many 
davs  when  McDonald  approached  and  endeavoured  to  join 
governor  ?vlartin,  but  colonel's  Tiilington  and  Cafweil,  with 
about  1000  Militia  men,  took  poffclTion  of  Moore's  creek 
bridge,  which  lay  in  their  way,  and  railed  a  fmail  bicall 
'^oik  to  fecure  ftlemfelves. 
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On  the  next  morning,  the  Highlanders  attached  the  militia 
pofted  at  the  biidge  ;  but  M'Leod,  the  lecond  in  conimand, 
and  fome  lAore  of  their  oSicers  being  killed  at  the  firlt  cmfet, 
they  fled  with  precipitation.  General  M'Donald  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  the  whole  of  his  party  broken  and  difperfed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1775,  there  was  a  general  termina- 
tion of  royal  government,  and  Britain  beheld  the  whole  of 
Aiinerica  united  againll  her  in  the  riiofi  determined  oppoiition^ 

Second  Cavipaign,   i77<3. 

AT  the  beginning  of  tliis  year,  the  vail  poiTeiTions  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  weftern  world,  that  now  form  the  fif- 
teen United  States,  were  reduced  to  the  fingle  tov/n  of  Bof- 
ton,  in  which  her  troops  were  fuffering  the  inconvenience 
of  a  Blockade.  From  the  19th  of  April,  they  were  cut  off 
from  thole  refrelhments  which  their  {ituation  required. 
Their  fupplies  from  England  did  not  rc^ch  the  coaft  for  a 
long  time  after  they  were  expeSledj  and  were  partly  takea 
by  the  American  cruifers. 

In  the  month  of  FebruarVj  the  A^merican  army  before 
Boflon  vjzs,  by  reinforcements,  augmented  to  1^,000  men. 
General  Wafliington  flated  to  his  officers  that  he  had  not 
powder  fufficient  for  a  bombardment  ;  and  afkcd  their  advice 
whether,  as  rainforcements  miglit  be  daily  expecled  to  the 
enemy,  it  would  not  be  prudent,  before  that  event  took 
place,  to  make  an  affault  on  the  Britilh  lines.  The  propo- 
fition  was  negatived  ;  but  it  was  recommended  to  take  polTef- 
fion  of  Dorchefter  Heights.  To  divert  the  attention  of  the 
garrifon,  a  bombardment  of  the  town,  from  other  direftions, 
commenced,  and  was  continued  for  three  days.  The  night 
of  the  4th  of  March  was  fixed  upon  for  taking  poffefTion  of 
Dorchefler  Heights.  A  covering  party  of  about  800  men 
led  the  way  ;  thefe  were  followed  by  the  carts  with  the  in- 
trenching tools,  and  1  200  of  a  working  party,  commanded 
by  general  Thomas.  In  the  rear  there  were  more  than  200 
carts,  loaded  with  fafcines  and  hay  in  bundles.  While  the 
cannon  were  playing  in  other  parts,  the  greateft  filence  was 
kept  by  ihis  working  party.  The  provincials  completed 
lines  of  defence  by  the  morning,  which  aftonifhed  the  gar- 
rifon. The  Admiral  informed  general  Hov/e,  that  if  the 
A^mericans  kept  poileiTiGn  of  thefe  Heights,  he  would  not 
&e  able  to  keep  cne  of  the  king's  fhips  in  the  harbour.     An 
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engagement  was  hourly  expefted — It  was  intended  by  gene- 
ral Wafhington,  in  that  cafe,  to  force  his  way  into  Boflon 
with  4000  men,  who  were  to  have  embarked  at  the  mouth  of 
Cambridge  river.  They  were  reminded  that  it  was  the  5th 
of  March,  and  were  called  upon  to  avenge  the  death  of  their 
countrymen  killed  on  that  day.  But  general  Plowe  did  not 
intend  to  attack  till  the  next  day.  In  order  to  be  ready  for 
it,  the  tranfports  went  down  in  the  evening  towards  the  caf- 
tle.  In  the  night  a  mofh  violent  ftorm,  and  towards  morn- 
ing a  heavy  flood  of  rain  came  on.  A  carnage  was  thus  pro- 
videntially prevented,  that  would  probably  have  equalled 
the  fatal  one  on  the  i-yth  of  June  at  Breeds  Hill.  In  this 
fituation,  it  was  agreed  by  the  Britifli,  in  a  council  of  war, 
to  evacuate  the  tovv^n  as  foon  as  poflible. 

General  Howe  iilued  a  proclamation,  ordering  all  woollen 
and  linen  goods  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Crean  Brufh.  Shops 
were  opened  and  ftripped  of  their  goods,  A  licentious 
plundering  took  place  ;  much  was  carried  off,  and  more  was 
wantonly  deftroyed.  Thefe  irregularities  were  forbidden  in 
orders,  and  the  guilty  threatened  with  death,  but  neverthe- 
lefs,  every  mifchief  which  difappointed  malice  could  fuggefl 
was  committed. 

The  Britifli,  amounting  to  more  than  'yooo  men  evacuated 
Boflon  leaving  their  baracks  ftandingj  a  number  of  cannon 
fpiked  and  flores  to  a  high  amount.  On  their  departure  a 
,  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  afraid  of  public  relentment, 
followed  them.  From  Bofton,  they  failed  to  Halifax  ;  but  all 
their  vigilance  could  not  prevent  a  number  of  valuable  fhips 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  American  privateers.  Soma 
cf  the  veffels  which  they  captured,  were  laden  with  arras  and 
warlike  ftores.  Some  tranfports,  with  troops  on  board,  were 
alfo  taken.  Thefe  had  ran  into  the  harbour,  not  knowing 
that  the  place  was  evacuated.  The  embarkation  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops  was  fcarcely  completed,  when  general  Wafliing- 
ton,  with  his  army,  marched  into  Boflon,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  rcaiks  of  approbation  more  flattering  than  thofe 
cf  a  triumph. 

The  progiefs  of  general  Montgomery  in  Canada,  induced 
tongrefs  to  reinforce  the  army  under  his  command.  There 
was  a  fair  profpeft  of  expelling  the  Jiritifli  from  thence,  and 
(yf  annexing  thiit  province  to  the  United  Colonies.  Whil« 
^U  w.is  iu  agiuitico.  the  arrny  iii  which  they  confided  was  do- 
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fsitcd,  and  the  general  whom  they  adored  v/as  killed.  This, 
however,  did  not  extinguifh  the  ardour  of  the  Americans, 
Gonarefs  refolved  that  nine  battaliions  fnouldbekept  up,  and 
maintained  in  Canada.  The  colonies  of  MalTachufetts,  Con- 
nefticut,  and  New-Hampfhire  were  requeued  to  raife  three 
regiments,  and  forward  them  to  Canada.  It  was  alfo  refolved 
to  raife  a  corps  of  artillery  for  this  fervice,  and  to  take  into 
the  pay  of  the  colonies  one  thoufand  Canadians,  in  addition, 
to  colonel  Livingfton's  regiment ;  Mofes  Hazcn  of  MalTachu- 
fetts, who  had  refided  many  years  in  Canada,  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  this  nev.'  corps. 

Though  congrefs  and  the  (fates  made  great  exertions  to 
fu'pport  the  v^ar  in  Canada,  yet  from  the  fall  of  Montgomerv, 
their  interefl  in  that  colony  daily  declined.  Their  unfuccels- 
fui  affault  on  Quebec  made  an  imprellion,  both  on  the  Cana- 
dians and  the  Indians,  unfavourable  to  their  views. 

The  imall  force  which  arrived  at  Quebec  early  in  May,  was 
followed  by  fevcral  Britifh  regiments,  together  w'ith  the 
Brunfvvick  troops,  in  fuch  a  rapid  fuccefiion,  that  m  a  few- 
weeks  the  whole  was  eftimated  at  13,000  men. 

The  Americans,  in  their  retreat  from  Quebec,  marched  to 
the  Sorel,  at  which  place  they  threw  up  fome  flight  works 
for  their  fafety.  They  were  then  joined  by  fom.e  battaliions 
coming  to  reinforce  them.  About  this  time  general  Thomas 
died,  and  the  command  devolved  at  firlt  on  general  Arnold, 
and  afterwards  on  general  Sullivan.  An  attack  was  now  pro- 
jected on  the  Britifn  pofb  at  the  Three  Rivers.  With  this 
view,  a  detachment  of  6co  men  was  put  under  the  command 
of  colonel  St.  Clair.  At  their  head  he  advanced  to  the  village 
ofNicolette,  When  every  thing  was  ready  for  the  enter- 
prife,  intelligence  was  received  that  fix  tranfports,  efcorted 
by  two  frigates  from  Quebec,  had  arrived,  and  brought  a 
large  addition  to  the  late  force  at  the  Three  Rivers.  This 
cauled  fome  new  movements,  avid  a  delay  till  more  troops 
could  be  brought  forward.  General  Tlicmpfon  then  came  on 
with  a  reinforcement,  and  took  command  of  the  v/holc.  It 
v.'as  determined  to  make  the  propofed  attack  in  four  different 
places  at  the  fame  time.  One  divihon,  commanded  by  colo- 
nel Wayne,  was  to  gain  the  eailern  extremity  of  the  town  ; 
one  under  colonel  Maxwell  was  to  enter  from  the  northward, 
and  the  other  two  divifions,  commanded  by  colonels  Sin- 
clair and   Irvine^  were  to  enter  from   the  weilwaid.     The 
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whole  having  embarked  at  midnight,  landed  at  the  Point  dd 
Lac,  about  tliree  hours  before  day.  At  fome  diftance  from 
this  Point  there  are  two  ways  of  approaching  Three  Rivers, 
Intelligence  wss  brought  to  general  Thompfon,  foon  after  his 
landing,  that  a  party  of  three  or  four  hundred  men  were  poll- 
ed at  three  miles  difbance.  The  troops  were  inftantly  put  in 
motion  to  diflodge  them.  The  intelligence  proved  to  be  falfe 
but  it  had  carried  the  detachment  fome  diftance  beyond  the 
point  where  the  roads  feparated.  To  have  returned  would 
have  confumcd  time  that  could  not  be  fpared,  as  the  day  was 
approaching.  It  was,  therefore,  refolved  to  proceed  in  a  di- 
agonal dlreftion  towards  the  road  they  had  left.  They  arrived 
at  a  morafs  which  feemed  imps  (Table.  Here  the  day  broke, 
when  they  were  fix  miles  from  their  objeft.  General 
Thom-pfon*  reverfmg  his  march,  again  reached  the  road  by 
the  river.  Pic  had  not  advanced  far  when  he  was  nred  upon 
by  twoarmed  veiTels.  All  expeftation  of  fucceeding  by  fur- 
prii'e  was  now  at  an  end  ;  it  was,  therefore,  inflantly  deter- 
mined to  make  an  open  attack.  They  advanced  with  the 
grcateil  ahcrity — the  van  (Iruck  into  a  road  on  the  left,  which 
aifo  Jed  to  the  town,  and  was  covered  from  the  fire  of  the 
Pnips.  This  lad  road  was  circuitous,  and  led  through  a  vafi: 
tracL  of  woodland  at  that  feafon  almoft  impailabie.  They  ne- 
verthelcfs  entered  the  wood,  and  the  reft  of  the  detachment 
followed.  After  incredible  labour,  they  gained  the  open 
country  north  of  the  village.  There  they  difcovered  a  party 
of  the  Englilh  between  them  and  the  town.  Colonel  Wayne 
immediately  attacked  them.  The  onfet  was  vigorous,  but  the 
contefh  was  unequal.  The  Americans  were  foon  forced  to 
retreat.  The  Britifh  being  then  difcovered  on  the  river  road, 
advancing  in  a  direction  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  Americans,  a 
retreat  of  the  main  body  was  ordered.  This  was  made  by 
treading  back  their  fteps  through  the  fame  difmal  fwamp  by 
which  thev  had  advanced.  The  Britifh  marched  dire6liy  for 
the  Point  da  Lac  with  the  expectation  of  fccuring  the  Ame- 
rican batteaux.  Oa  their  approach,  major  Wood  retired  with 
them  to  the  Sorel.  At  the  Point  du  Lac  the  Britifh  took  a 
vc!y  advantageous  pofuibn,  and  a  party  of  them  purfued  the 
Americans,  who,  at  their  arrival  near  the  place  of  embarka- 
tion, found  a  large  party  of  their  enemies  pofted  in  their  front 
at  the  fame  ti  jjc  that  another  was  only  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  their-  rrar.      There  was  an  immediate  neceffity  either  to  lay 
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^own  their  arms,  or  attempt,  by  a  iudden  marcli,  to  turn  the 
party  in  front,  and  get  into  the  country  beyond  it.  The  laft 
was  thought  prafticabie,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  detachment 
arrived  fafe  at  the  army  of  the  Sorel, 

The  Britifh  forces  having  arrived,  and  a  conllderable  body  of 
them  having  rendezvoufed  at  the  Three  Rivers,  a  ferious  pur- 
fuit  of  the  American  army  commenced  : — The  diftreffes  of  the 
retreating  army  were  great.  General  Sullivan,  who  conduced 
the  retreat,  nevertheleis  afted  with  fo  much  judgment  and  pro- 
priety, that  the  baggage  and  public  (lores  were  laved,  and  the  nu- 
merous fick  brought  ofF.  The  American  army  reached  Crown 
Point  on  the  firft  of  July,  and  at  that  place  made  their  firft  ftand. 

General  Gates  was  about  this  time  appointed  to  command  in 
Canada,  but  oh  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  late  events  in 
that  province,  he  concluded  to  ftop  fhort  v/ithin  the  limits  of 
New-York.  The  icene  was  henceforth  reverfed,  Infteadof 
meditating  the  recommencement  of  offenfive  operations,  that  ar- 
my which  had  lately  excited  fo  much  terror  in  Canada,  was 
called  upon  to  be  prepared  for  repelling  an  invafion  threatened 
from  that  province.  It  was  therefore  refolved  to  ere£l  works 
of  defence,  eafl  of  Ticonderoga,  and  efpecially  by  every  means 
to  endeavour  to  maintain  a  naval  fuperiority  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  In  conformity  to  that  refolution^  general  Gates,  with. 
about  1 2,000  men,  which  were  collefted  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer,  was  fixed  in  command  of  Ticonderoga,  and  a  fleet  was 
conftructed  at  Skenelborough.  This  was  carried  on  with  fuch 
rapidity,  that  in  a  fliort  time  there  were  afloat  in  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  one  (loop,  three  Ichooners,  and  fix  gondolas,  carrying  in 
the  whole  58  guns,  86  fwivels,  and  440  men.  Six  other  vef- 
fels  were  aifo  nearly  ready  for  launching  at  the  fame  time.  The 
fleet  was  put  under  the  command  of  general  Arnold,  and  he  was 
inftrufted  by  general  Gates  to  proceed  beyond  Crown  Point, 
down  Lake  Champlain,  to  the  fplit  rock  ;  but  moft  perempto- 
rily  reftrained  from  advancing  any  farther,  as  fecurity  againft  an 
apprehended  invafion,  was  the  ultimate  end  of  the  armament. 

The  expulfion  of  the  American  invaders  from  Canada  was  but 
a  part  of  the  Britifh  defigns  in  that  quarter.  They  urged  the 
purfuit  no  farther  than  St.  John's,  but  indulged  the  hope  of  be- 
ing foon  in  a  condition  for  palling  the  lakes,  and  particularly 
through  the  country  to  Albany,  fo  as  to  form  a  communication 
with  New-York.  Before  they  could  advance  with  any  profpecl 
of  uiccefs,  a  fleetj  fupeiior  to  tliat  of  the  Ameiicans  on  the  lakeSj 
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was  to  be  conftnifteda  It  was  fo  late  as  the  month  c\  O^obcr 
before  their  fleet  was  prcpaved  to  face  the  American  naval  force 
on  Lake  Champlain.  The  former  confifled  of  the  fhip  Inflexi- 
ble, mounting  18  twelve  ponnders,  one  fchooncr,  mounting  14, 
and  another  of  12  flx  pounders  ;  a  flat  botfomed  radcau,  carry- 
in**  fix  24,  and  fix  12  plunders,  and  a  gondola  with  feven  o 
pounders.  Tb.ere  were  alfo  twenty  fmaller  veffels  with  brafs 
field  pieces,  and  fome  long  boats  ;  befidcs  a  vafl  numbbr  of  vef- 
fels detained  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  army,  its  ftores,  artil- 
lery &c.  The  whole  was  put  under  the  command  of  Capt, 
T^r'nsrle.  The  naval  force  of  the  Americans  was  far  ihort  of 
what  was  brought  again  (I  them. 

The  Brififn  proceeded  up  the  lake  and  engaged  the  A^mefl- 
cans.  The  wind  was  fo  unfavourable  to  the  Britifh,  that  their 
fhip  Inflexible,  and  fome  other  vefiels  of  force,  could  not  be 
brouri^ht  to  action.  This  leffened  the  inequality  between  the 
contending  fleets  fo  much,  that  the  principal  damage  fuflained 
by  the  Am-ericans  was  the  lofs  of  a  fchooner  and  gondola.  At 
the  approach  of  night  the  aftion  was  difcontinued.  The  van- 
quifhed,  during  the  night,  made  their  efcape,  but  the  wind  be- 
eomin<?  m.ore  favourable,  the  Britifli,  next  morning,  overtook 
the  Americans,  when  a  fmart  engagem^ent  enfued,  which  was 
well  funported  on  both  fides  for  about  two  hours.  Some  of 
the  American  veiTels  efcaped  to  Ticonderoga.  One  of  the  gal- 
lies  was  taken,  and  general  Arnold,  determined  that  his  people 
fhould  not  become  prifoners,  ran  the  Congrefs  galley,  a  fine 
gondola,  on  fhore  in  fuch  a  pofition  as  enabled  him  to  land  his 
men  and  blow  up  the  vefi'el. 

The  American  naval  force  being  nearly  deflroyed,  the  Britifli 
had  undifputedpofleiFion  of  Lake  Champlain,  which  terminated 
the  northern  campaign  of  1776, 

The  Britifh  had  cleared  Canada  of  its  invaders,  yet  from  im- 
pediments thrown  in  their  way,  they  failed  in  their  ulterior  de- 
fiFns.  General  Gates,  by  well  contrived  delays,  retarded  the 
Britifh  for  fo  great  a  part  of  the  furamer,  that  by  the  time  they 
had  reached  Ticonderoga,  their  retreat  on  account  of  the  ap- 
proaching winter  became  immediately  necefTary,  On  the  part 
of  the  Ameiieans,  foine  men  and  a  few  armed  veffels  were  ioTc, 
but  time  was  g?Jned,  their  army  faved,  and  the  frontier  of  the 
adjacent  dates  f::cured  from  a  projerled  inA^afion.  On  the  part 
of  the  Britlfli,  the  objcft  of  the  campaign,  in  which  13,000 
:p.ta  were  employed,  and  near  a  million  of  money  expended,  was 
rendersdj  in  a  great  mcsfurcj  ab.)rnve. 
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In  ttie  fefiion  of  Parliament,  between  the  26th  of  October, 
17-75,  and  the  23d  of  May,  1776,  the  ultimate  plan  for  redu- 
cing the  Colonies  was  completely  fixed.  They  were  declared 
out  of  the  roysi  protetlion,  and  the  king  entered  into  treaties 
with  the  Landgrave  of  Hclle  Caiiel,  and  the  Duke  of  Bruni- 
wick,  for  about  16,000  men,  who  were  to  be  lent  to  America  to 
aflift  in  lubduing  the  Colonies.  The  pailiament  alio  paiTed  aa 
aft,  forbidding  all  intercourfc  wiih  America,  and  declaring  all 
American  property  on  the  high,  feas,   forfeited  to  the  captors. 

It  was  refolved  to  open  the  campaign  with  lach  a  powerful 
force  as  would  look  down  all  oppofition,  and  effeftuate  fubmii- 
fion  v/ithout  bloodilied,  and  to  dircft  its  opeiation  to  the  acconi- 
piifhiTient  of  three  objtfts.  The  hrl'l  was  the  relief  of  Quebec, 
and  the  recovery  of  Canada.  The  fecond,  was  a  flrong  imprel- 
iron  on  fome  of  the  ibuthern  Colonies.  The  third  and  principal 
was,  to  take  poilelTion  of  New-York,  with  a  force  fuiSciently 
powerful  to  keep  poilefTion  of  Huufon's  river,  and  form  aline 
of  communication  with  the  royal  army  in  Canada,  ortooverrurt 
the  acljjcent  country. 

The  fiift  part  of  this  plan  was  paitly  executed,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  th.c  fecond  was  committed  to  general  Clinton  and  Sir  Pe- 
ler  Parker,  the  latter  of  whom  had  iailed  with  his  fquadron  di- 
lecdy  from  Europe  and  fonned  a  junftion  with  general  Clinton 
at  Cape  Fear.  They  concluded  to  attempt  the  reduftion  of 
Charleflon,  having  2,800  land  forces,  which  they  hoped,  with 
the  co-operation  of  their  fliipping,  would  be  fully  iufncient. 

For  (ome  months  paft,  every  exertion  had  been  made  to  put 
the  Colony  of  South  Carolina,  and  efpecially  its  capital,  Charlef- 
town,  in  a  refpeftabie  poflure  of  defence.  Works  had  been 
erected  on  Sulivan's  I  Hand,  which  is  fituated  fo  near  the  chan- 
nel tea-ding  up  to  the  town,  as  to  be  a  convenient  poU  for  aru 
noying  veffels  approaching  it. 

The  28th  of  July  Sir  Peter  Parker  attacked  the  fort  on  that 
ifland,  with  two  50  gun  fl^ips,  four  frigates  each  of  28  guns,  £ 
iloops  of  2Q  guns  and  2  of  8  guns  each.  On  the  fort  were 
mounted  26  cannon  ;  24,  i8,  and  9  pounders.  The  attack, 
commenced  between  ten  and  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  and  was 
continued  for  upwards  of  ten  hours.  The  garrifon  confifling  of 
375  men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Moultrie,  madeamoft 
gallant  defence.  The  fliips  were  almoft  torn  to  pieces,  and  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  board  exceeded  200  men.  The  lofs  of 
the  garrifon  was  only  10  men  killed,  and  U2;  wounded,     Gens- 
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ral  Clinton  had  landed  with  a  number  of  troops  on  Long  Ifland, 
but  his  crofling  over  the  narrow  pailage  which  divides  the  two 
illands,  and  attacking  the  fort  in  its  unfinifhed  rear  v^^as  pre- 
vented by  Colonel  Thonifon,  who  with  700  men  was  ftationed 
at  the  Eaft:  end  of  Sullivan's  Ifland,  The  firing  cealed  in  the 
evening  and  before  morning  the  fhips  had  retired  about  two 
miles  from  the  ifland.  A  few  days  after  the  troops  re-embarked, 
and  the  whole  failed  for  New- York. 

By  the  repulfe  of  this  armament,  the  fouthern  ftates  obtained 
a  refpite  from  the  calamities  of  war  for  two  years  and  a  half. 
The  efPeft  of  this  viftory,  in  animating  the  Americans,  were 
great.  It  difpelled  the  gloom  which  overfhadowed  the  minds 
of  many  of  the  colonifts,  on  hearing  of  the  powerful  fleets  and 
numerous  armies  which  were  coming  againfl  them. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  a  motion  for  declaring  the  Colonies  free 
and  independent,  was  made  in  congrefs.  The  debates  on  that 
fubjeft  were  continued  for  fome  time,  and  after  a  full  difcufTion, 
the  propofed  meafure  was,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  approved  by 
nearly  an  unanimous  vote,  which  was  expreffed  in  the  following 
"words  : 

*'  "When  in  the  courfe  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neceffary 
for  one  people  to  diflblve  the  political  bands  which  have  con- 
iiefted  them  witk  another,  and  to  afTume  among  the  powers  of 
the  earth,  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation  to  which  the  laws  of 
nature  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  refpcft  to  the 
opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  fhouid  declare  the  cau- 
ses which  impel  them  to  the  feparation. 

*'  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  feif-evident,  that  all  men  were 
created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  creator,  with  cer- 
tain unalienable  rights,  that  among  theie  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pftrfuit  of  happinefs  ;  that  to  fecure  thele  rights,  governments 
are  inftituted  among  rnen,  deriving  their  juft  powers  from  the 
confent  of  the  governed  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  govern- 
ment becomes  dc6lru6tive  of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  to  abolifh  it,  and  to  inflitute  new  government, 
laying  its  foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its  pow- 
er in  fuch  form,  as  to  them  fhall  feem  mod  likely  to  effe£i  their 
fafety  and  happinefs.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dittate  that  go- 
vernments long  efliabUflied  fiiould  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
tranfient  caufcs  ;  and  accordingly  all  experience  hath  fiiown,  that 
mankind  are  more  difpcfcd  to  fuffer  while  evils  are  fufferable, 
than  to  right  themfelves  by  aboliihing  the  forms  lo  which  they 


The   AMERICAN  WAR.  29^ 


are  accuftomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abafes  and  ufurpa- 
tlons,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame  objea,  evinces  a  defign  tq 
reduce  them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their 
duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards 
for  their  future  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the  patient  fufferance 
cf  thofe  Colonies  and  fuch  is  now  the  necelTity  which  condrains 
them  to  alter  their  former  fyftems  of  government.  The  hiftory 
of  the  prefent  king  of  Great  Britain  is  a  hidory  of  repeated  inju- 
ries and  ufurpations,  all  having  in  direft  objcft,  the  eftablifh- 
rnent  of  an  abfolute  tyranny  over  thefe  Pi.ates.  To  prove  this, 
let  fafts  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world. 

"  He  has  refufed  his  affent  to  laws  the  mcd  v/holefome  and 
neceffary  for  the  public  good. 

"  He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pafs  hv.s  of  immediate 
and  preffing  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  m  their  operation  till 
his  affent  fhould  be  obtained;  and  when  fo  fulpended,  he  has 
utterly  neglefted  to  attend  to  them. 

"  He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  the  accommodation  of 
large  diftrifts  of  people,  unlefs  thofe  people  would  relinquifh  the 
right  of  reprefentation  in  the  legiflature  ;  a  right  ineflimable  tQ 
them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

''  He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  at  places  unufual, 
uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from  the  depofitory  of  their  public 
records,  for  the  fcle  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
with  his  meafures, 

"  He  has  diffolvedreprefentativehoufes  repeatedly,  foroppof- 
ing  with  manly  firmnefs  his  invafionson  the  rights  of  the  people. 

"  Ke  has  refufed,  for  a  long  time  afr.er  fuch  diffolutions,  to 
caufe  others  to  be  elefted  ;  whereby  the  legiHative  powers,  incapa- 
ble of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large  for  their 
ei^ercife  ;  the  ftate  remaining,  in  the  mean  time,  expofed  to  all 
the  danger  of  invafion  from  v/ithout,  and  ccnvulfions  within. 

"  He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  thefe 
flates,  for  that  purpofe  obflrufting  the  laws  fornaturalization  of 
foreigners  ;  refufing  to  pafs  others  to  encourage  migration  hither, 
and  raiftng  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

"  He  lias  obflrufted  the  adrainiftration  of  juftice,  by  refufing 
his  affent  to  laws  for  edablifning  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone  for  the  tenure 
of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  falaries. 

"  He  has  erefted  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  fent  hither 
fwarms  of  officers  to  harrafs  our  people  and  eat  out  their  fub- 
Aance, 
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'*  He  has  kept  among  us,   in  time  of  peace,  (landing  armies, 

vvithout  the  confent  of  our  legiflatures. 

'•  He  has  alFt^tcd  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and 

fuperior,  to  the  civil  power. 

"  He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubje£l  us  to  a  juriCdiftion 

foreign  to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws  3 

flilving  hisaffent  to  their  a6ls  of  pretended  legiilation  : 
"  For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us  : 
"  For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punifhment  for 

any  murders  which  they  fliould  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of 

ihefe  States  : 

"  For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 

*'  For  impofmg  taxes  on  us  without  our  confent  : 

*'  For  deorivingus.in  many  cafesjof  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury  : 

*'  For  trani'pcrting  us  beyond  ieas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 

offences : 

"  For  abolifhing  the  free  fyPiem  of  Englifh  laws  in  a  neigh- 
bouring province,  eftabliOiing  therein  an  arbitrary  government, 
and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  fo'as  to  render  it  at  once  an  exam- 
ple and  fit  inftrument  for  introducing  the  fame  abfolute  rule  in- 
to thefe  colonies  : 

"  For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolilhing  our  mod  valuable 
laws,  and  altering  fundam.entally  the  forms  of  our  governments  : 

"  For  fufpending  our  own  legiflatures,  and  declaring  themlelves 
invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 

"  He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of 
his  proteftion,  and  waging  war  againft  us. 

"  He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafl?,  burnt  our 
towns,  and  deilroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

"  He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mer- 
cenaries to  complete  the  works  of  death,  deiolation  and  tyranny, 
already  begun  with  circumftances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  fcarcely 
paralleled  in  the  moft  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the 
head  of  a  civdized  nation. 

"  He  has  conftrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on 
^he  high  feas,  to  bear  arms  againfl  their  country,  to  become  th« 
executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  thcmfelves 

by  their  hands. 

-  He  has  excited  domeftic  Infurreftlons  amongft  us,  and  has 
endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the 
snercilefs  Indian  fayages,  whofe  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  un- 
diillnguifiiea  deftruaion  of  all  ages,  fexcs,  and  conditions. 

'^}  In  everv  ftsj;e  of  thefe  opprclhons  we  have  petitioned  for 
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redrefs  in  the  moft  humble  terms  :  our  repeated  petitions  have 
been  anfwered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince  whofe  cha- 
rafter  is  thus  marked  by  every  aft  which  may  dchne  a  tyrant,  is 
unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

*'  Nor  have  we  been  w-anting  to  our  Britilli  brethren.  We 
have  warned  them  from  time  to  time  of  attempts  made  by  their 
legiilature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurifdiftion  over  us.  We 
have  reminded  them  of  the  circumftances  of  our  emigration  and 
fettlemient  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their  native  juftice  and 
magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them,  by  the  ties  of  our 
common  kindred,  to  difavow  thefe  ufurpations,  which  would 
inevitably  interrupt  our  conneftions  and  correrpcndence.  They, 
too,  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  jullice  and  confanguinity. 
Weniufbj  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  neceiTity  which  denounces 
our  feparation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the  reft  of  mankind^ 
enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends, 

'•  We,  therefore,  the  Reprcfentatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America, in  GeneralCongrefsallembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  world  for  the  reftitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies, 
folemnly  publifh  and  declare.  That  thefe  United  Colonies  are. 
find  of  right  ought  to  be,  Free  and  Insependent  States  ; 
thaFthey  areabfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Britifh  crov/n  ; 
and  that  all  political  conneftion  between  them  and  the  State  of 
Great-Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  difTolved;  and  that  ss 
Free  and  Independent  States,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  wafj 
conclude  peace,  contraft  alliances,  eftablifn  commerce,  and  to  do 
all  other  afts  and  things  which  IndependentStatesmay  of  rightdo. 
And,  for  the  fupport  of  this  Decl^r^tion,  y/lih  a  hrm  reliance  on 
the  proteftion  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each 
other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honour." 

From  the  promulgation  of  this  declaration,  every  thing  affamed 
a  new  form.  The  Americans  no  longer  appeared  in  the  cha- 
rafter  of  fubjcfts  in  arms  againfl  their  fovereign,  but  as  an  inde- 
pendent people,  repelling  the  attacks  of  an  invading  foe.  The 
people  were  encouraged  by  it  to  bear  up  under  the  cab-miiies  of 
war,  and  viewed  the  evils  they  fuffered  only  as  the  thorn  th::t 
ever  accompanies  the  rcfc. 

The  American  army  received  the  declaration  of  independence 
'.vith  unfeigned  acclam:itions  of  joy.  Though  it  was  well  known 
that  Great  Britain  had  employed  a  force  of  55. ceo  men  to  war 
upon  the  new  formed  ftates,  and  that  the  continental  army  was 
^■ot  equal  to  one  half  that  number,and  only  engaged  a  few  months. 
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and  that  congrefs  was  without  any  affurance  of  foreign  aid,  yet 
both  the  American  officers  and  privates  gave  every  evidence  of 
their  hearty  approbation  of  the  decree  which  fevered  the  Colo- 
nies from  Great  Britain,  and  fubmitted  to  the  fword,  whether 
they  fliould  be  free  dates  or  conquered  provinces,  "  Now," 
faid  they,  "  we  know  the  ground  on  which  we  ftand  ;  now  we 
are  a  nation  ;  no  more  fhali  the  opprobious  term  of  rebel,  with 
any  appearance  of  jufticc,  be  applied  to  us.  Should  the  fortun* 
of  war  threw  us  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  we  may  expeft 
the  treatment  of  prifoners,  and  not  the  punifhment  of  rebels. 
The  prize  for  which  we  contend  is  of  fueh  magnitude,  that  we 
may  freely  rifque  our  lives  to  obtain  it.'* 

The  command  of  the  force  which  was  dedgned  to  operate 
againft  New-York,  in  this  camipaign,  was  given  to  Admiral  Lord 
Howe  and  his  brother  Sir  William.  To  this  fervic«  was  allotted 
a  povterful  army,  conhfling  of  about  30,000  men.  This  force 
was  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  America  had  heretofore  fcen. 

A  few  days  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  general 
Howe  arrived  ofi"  Sandy  Hook,  which  he  had  previoufly  com- 
manded at  Eoilon,  and  was  loon  after  joined  by  Admiral  Lord 
Howe,  with  part  of  the  reinforcement  fjom  England.  The  Bri- 
tifl-i  general,  on  his  approach,  found  every  part  of  New-York 
ifland,  and  the  moil  expofed  parts  of  Long  liland  fortified  and 
weir  defended  with  ^artillery.  It  had  early  occurred  to  general 
Wafhington,  that  the  potleflion  of  New-York  would  be  with 
the  Britifli  a  favourite  objed.  General  Lee,  while  the  Britifh 
were  yet  in  poiTeiTion  of  MalTachuietts,  had  h^Qxi  detached  from 
Cambridge  to  put  Long  liland  and  New- York  into  a  pofture  of 
defence.  Works  were  then  ereded  in  and  about  New-York, 
on  Long  IQand,  and  the  heights  of  Harlem.  Thefe,  befides 
battel  ics,  were  field  redoubts,  formed  of  earth,  with  a  parapet 
and  ditch.  The  former  were  fometimes  raifed,  and  the  latter 
liallifadocd,  but  they  were  in  no  inflance  fonricd  to  fuflain  a 
fiege.  Slight  as  they  were,  the  campaign  was  nearly  wafted 
before  they  were  fo  far  reduced  as  to  permit  the  royal  army  to 
penetrate  into  the  country. 

The  American  army  in  and  near  New-York  amounted  to 
1 7,200  men.  Theie  were  moftly  new  troops,  and  were  divided 
into  many  fmail  unconneded  pofts,  fome  of  which  were  fifteen 
miles  removed  from  others.  General  Wafliington  had  early  in 
April  fixed  his  head  quarters  in  New-York.  The  Britifh  force 
wai  inciealing  by  frequent  fucccflive  arrivals  from  Halifax,  South 
Caioliua,  Florida,  the  Weil-Indies  and  Europe.     But  lo  many 
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'Unforefeen  delays  had  taken  place  that  the  month  of  Auguft  was 
fjr  advanced  before  tiiey  were  in  a  condition  to  open  the  cam- 
paign. 

The  royal  commifiioncrs,  admiral  and  general  Howe,  thought 
proper  before  they  commenced  their  military  operations,  to  try 
what  might  be  done  in  their  civil  capacity,  towards  effefting  a  re- 
union between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies.  Lord  Howe  lirffc 
fent  afnore  a  circular  letter  to  feveral  of  tlie  royal  governors  in  A- 
mevica  informing  them  of  the  late  a6ls  of  Parliament  '•  for  re  Cor- 
ing peace  to  the  colonies,  and  granting  pardon  to  fuch  as  fliould 
deierve  mercy,"  and  dcfiring  them  to  publifh  a  declaration  which 
accompanied  the  fam.e.  Here,  however,  congrefs  faved  him 
trouble,  by  ordering  his  letter  and  declaration  to  be  publifhcd 
in  all  the  newfpapers  •*  that  every  one  m.ight  fee  the  inhdioufnefs 
of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  truft  to 
beddes  the  exertion  of  their  own  valour." 

Lord  Howe  next  fent  a  letter  to  general  Waflilngton  ;  but  as 
it  was  direftsd  "  to  George  Wafhington,  Efq."  the  general  refu- 
fed  to  accept  of  it  as  not  being  direfted  in  the  ftyie  fuitable  to 
his  flation.  Some  time  after  adjutant  general  Fatterfon  was  fent 
by  general  Howe,  with  a  letter  addreffcd  to  general  Wafhingtoii, 
&c  &c.  a  polite  reception  was  given  to  the  bearer,  but  general 
Wafhington  replied,  that  a  letter  direfted  to  any  perfon  in  a  pub- 
lic chara6ter  fliouid  have  fome  defcription  of  it,  otherv.?iie  it 
would  appear  a  mere  private  letter  ;  that  it  v/as  true  the  &c's  im- 
plied every  thing,  but  they  alfo  implied  any  thing,  and  that  he 
fhould  therefore  decline  the  receiving  any  letter  diretled  to  him 
as  a  private  perfon,  when  it  related  to  his  public  flation.  A  loner 
conference  enfued,  in  v/hich  the  adjutant  general  obferved,  that 
the  commifiioncrs  were  armed  v/ith  great  powers,  and  would  be 
very  happy  in  effefting  an  accommodation.  He  received  for  an- 
fwer,  "  that  from  what  appeared  their  powers  v/ere  onlv  to  grant 
pardon  ;  that  they  who  had  committed  no  fault  wanted  no  par- 
don." 

The  Britifn  commanders  then  refolved  to  make  their  firil  at- 
tempt upon  Long  Ifland.  They  landed  between  Utrecht  and 
Gravefend.  The  American  works  protected  a  fmall  penlnfula 
having  Wailabout  Bay  to  the  left,  and  ftretching  over  to  R.ed- 
Kook  on  the  right,  the  Eaft  River  being  in  their  rear.  General 
Sullivan  with  a  fhrong  force,  was  encamped  within  thefe  works 
at  Bro©klyne.  From  the  eafh  fide  of  the  Narrows  runs  a  ridge 
of  hills,  covered  with  thick  wood,  about  live  or  fix  miles  in 
length,  which  terminates  near  Jamaica.  There  were  three  paff- 
cs  through  thefe  hills,  one  near  the  narrows,  a  fecond  on  the 
Fiatbufn  road,  and  a  third  on  the  Bedford  road,  and  they  are  ali 
defenlible.  Thefe  were  the  only  roads  which  could  be  caifed 
frora  the  fouth  lideof  the  hills  to  the  American  lines,  except  a 
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road  whicli  led  round  the  eallerly  end  of  the  hills  to  Jamaica'; 
The  Americans  had  800  men  on  each  of  thefe  roads,  and  colo- 
nel Miles  was  placed  with  his  battalion  of  riflemen,  to  guard  the 
ro3d  from  the  iouth  of  the  hills  to  Jamaica,  and  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Britifh. 

General  de  Heifter  with  his  Plefllans  took  the  26th  of  Auguft, 
;|3on:  at  Flatbuih.  In  the  following  night  the  greater  part  of  the 
BritiHi  army  commanded  by  gencf&l  Clinton,  marched  to  gain  the 
road  le^dnzg  round  the  cafterly  end  of  the  hills  tojamaita,  and  to 
turn  the  left  of  the  Americans.  He  arrived  about  two  hours  be- 
fci-e  day,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  road.  One  of  the  parties  fell 
in  with  a  patrole  of  American  officers,  and  took  them  all  prifon- 
ers,  which  prevented  the  early  tranfmifllon  of  intelligence.  At 
the  break  of  day  general  Clinton  advanced,  and  took  poffeiTioa 
of  the  heights  over  which  the  road  palled.  General  Grant,  with 
ih.e  left  wing,  advanced  along  the  coaft  by  the  Vv'Ca:  road  near 
the  Narrows,  but  this  was  intended  chiefly  as  a  feint. 

The  guard  which  was  Rationed  at  this  road  fled  without  ins- 
kinoj  any  refiitance.  A  few  of  them  were  afterwards  rallied,  and 
Lord  Stirling  advanced  with  1500  men,  and  took  poffeflion  of 
a  hi! I  about  tv/o  miles  from  the  American  camp,  and  in  front  of 
general  Grant. 

On  the  2'7th  of  Augufl:  an  attack  was  made  very  early  in  the 
tnorning  by  the  Heffians  from  Flatbulh,  under  general  Heifter, 
and  by  general  Grant  on  the  coaft,  and  was  well  fupported  for  a 
confiderable  time  on  both  fides.  The  Americans  who  oppofed 
Ileifter,  were  lirll  informed  of  the  approach  of  general  Clinton, 
who  had  come  round  on  their  left.  They  immediately  began  to 
retreat  to  their  camp^  but  were  intercepted  by  the  right  wing 
under  general  Clinton,  who  got  into  the  rear  of  their  left,  and 
attacked  them  with  the  light  infantry  and  dragoons  while  return- 
ing to  their  Hues.  They  were  driven  back  till  they  were  met 
by  the  Heffians,  They  were  thus  alternately  chafed  and  inter- 
cepted betweeii  geneial  Heifter  and  general  Clinton.  Some  of 
their  regiments  neverthelefs  found  their  way  to  the  camp.  The 
Americans  under  Lord  Stirling,  who  were  engaged  with  general 
Grant,  fought  with  great  refolution  for  about  hx  hours.  They 
were  uninloimed  of  the  movements  made  by  general  Clinton, 
till  Ibme  of  the  troops  under  his  command  had  traverfed  the 
tyht..le,  extent  of  country  in  their  rear.  Their  retreat  was  thus 
inteice])ted,  but  leveral,  notwithltanding,  broke  through  and 
got  into  the  woods  ;  many  threw  themfcives  into  the  ma> To, 
iome  were  drowned,  and  others  perifiied  in  the  mud,  but  aeon- 
iiderable  number  cfcaped  by  this  way  to  their  lines. 

The  lofs  of  the  Britifii  and  Heffians  was  about  450.  The  kil- 
led, wounded,  and  prifoners  of  the  Americans,  including  thoie 
who  were  drowned  or  perifhed  in  the  woods  or  mud,  excev°ded 
a  thuiUand.     Ainorig  the  prifoners  of  the  latter,  were  tv/®  of 
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tiicir  general  officers,  Sullivan  and  Lord  Siiiiir^g,  and  feveral 
other  officers  of  diilinftion. 

Genera)  Wafiiington  called  a  council  of  v/ar,  to  confult  on 
the  meafures  proper  to  be  taken,  after  which  diipafuions  wera 
made  for  an  immediate  retreat.  This  commenced  icon  after  it 
was  daik,  from  two  points,  the  upper  and  lower  ferries  on  Eaft. 
jiver.  The  intention  of  evacuating  the  ITiand  had  been  pru- 
dently concealed  from  the  Americans,  that  they  knew  not  Vv'hi- 
ther  they  were  going,  but  fuppofed  to  attack  the  enemy.  The 
field  artilleiy,  tents,  baggage,  and  about  9000  men,  were  con- 
veyed to  the  city  of  New-Yoik  over  Ead  River,  in  leis  than  13 
iiours,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Britifii,  though  not 
100  yards  diftant.  Towards  morning  an  extreme  thick  fog  came 
up,  which  hovered  over  Long  Ifiand,  and  by  concealing  the 
Americans  enabled  them  to  compleat  their  retreat.  In  about 
half  an  hour  the  fog  cleared  away,  and  the  Britifii  entered  the 
works  which  had  jull  been  relinquifhed. 

General  Sullivan,  who  was  taken  prifoqer,  was  immediately 
fent  on  parole  with  the  follovving  verbal  meffage  from  Lord 
Howe  to  congrelSj  '•  that  thpugh  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat 
with  them  in  that  charafter,  yet  he  was  very  defirous' of  having 
conference  with  fomc  of  the  members,  whom  he  would  confider 
as  private  gentlemen  ;"  fetting  forth  at  the  fame  time  the  nature 
and  extent  of  his  powers  as  comrniffioner.  Congrefs  replied, 
*•'  that  the  repreientatives  of  the  free  and  independent  flates  of 
America  could  not  with  propriety  fend  aiiy  of  their  members  to 
confer  with  Lord  Howe  in  their  private  charafters^  bat  that  ever 
dehrous  of  eifablifhing  peace  on  reaionable  terms^  they  will  fend 
a  committee  of  their  body,  to  know  whether  he  has  any  authori- 
ty to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by  congrefs  for  that  purpofe, 
on  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that  authority  is  ;  and  to  hear 
fuch  propofuions  as  he  fiiall  think  fit  to  make  rsfpefting  the 
fame."  They  eleflied  Dr.  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Edward 
Rutledge,  their  committee  for  this  purpoie.  They  were  very 
politely  received  by  Lord  Howe,  but  the  conferance  proved 
fruitlefs,  Lord  Hov/e's  commiffion  not  containing  any  other 
authority  than  that  expreffed  in  the  aft  of  parliament — namely, 
that  of  granting  pardons.  Lord  Howe  ended  the  converfation 
on  his  part,  by  exprefling  his  regard  for  America,  and  the  ex- 
treme pain  he  would  fuffer  in  being  obliged  to  diilrefs  thole 
\vhom  lie  fo  much  regarded.  Dr.  Franklin  ihanked  him  for  his 
regard,  and  affured  him,  that  the  Ameiicans  would  fiievv  their 
gratitude,  by  endeavouring  to  lelTen  as  much  as  pofFible  all  pain 
he  might  feel  on  their  account,  by  exerting  their  utmoft  abilities 
in  taking  good  care  of  themfelves." 

A  council  of  war  recommended  to  aft  upon  the  defenfi  'e,  and 
not  to  rifk  the  army  for  the  lake  of  New-York.  The  public 
(lores  were  moved  to  Dobb's  ferry  about   26  miles  from  New- 
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York  ;  12,000  men  were  ordered  to  the  northern  extremity  of 
New- York  I  (land,  and  4,500  to  remain  for  the  defence  of  the 
city,  while  the  remainder  occupied  the  intermediate  fpace.  Be- 
fore the  Britifli  landed,  it  was  impofiible  to  tell  what  place 
would  be  lirfl  attacked  :  this  made  it  neceffary  to  ereft  works 
for  the  defence  of  a  variety  of  places  as  v/cii  as  of  New- York, 
Though  every  thing  was  abandoned  when  the  crifis  came,  that 
either  the  city  mAift  be  relinquiflied,  or  the  army  rilked  for  its 
defence,  yet  from  the  delays  occafioned  by  the  redoubts  and 
other  works,  a  whole  campaign  was  iolt  to  the  Britilh  and  faved 
to  the  Americans.  Congrefs  had  determined  toraife  88  battali- 
ons, to  ferve  during  the  v/ar.  T©  Vv'ear  away  the  campaign  with 
as  little  misfortune  as  poiTible,  and  thereby  gain  time  to  raife  a 
permanent  army  againfh  the  next  year,  was  to  the  Americans  a 
matter  of  the  laft  importance. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  general  Howe  began  to  land  his 
men  under  cover  of  five  fliips  ©f  war,  betv^een  Kipp's-Bay  and 
Turtle-Bay.  As  the  different  divihons  landed,  they  Yjofted 
themfeives  on  the  high  grounds  that  ftretch  in  an  afcending  di- 
reftion  from  the  fea  fhore.  At  the  fame  time  a  detachment  of 
KefTian  troops  advanced  to  New-York,  and  in  their  v/ay  fell  in 
with  a  party  of  the  Americans  retreating  by  the  pafs  at  Blooming 
Dale,  A  fkirm.ifh  enfued,  in  which  the  Heflians  were  victori- 
ous. About  the  fame  time,  another  detachment  of  the  Britifh 
troops  made  a  movement  to  the  right,  in  order  to  attack  a  body 
of  the  Americans,  who  however  retreated  to  the  main  bodypoPc- 
cd  on  Morris's  heights.  No  atrempts  being  made  to  defend 
New-York,  it  was  taken  poffeilion  of  by  the  Englifn.  They 
had  been  a  few  days  in  poffeffion,  when  a  dreadful  nre  broke 
out  and  confumed  a  thouiand  houies. 

After  the  Americans  had  evacuated  New-York,  they  retired 
10  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  on  which  the  city  is  erefted.  On 
the  morning  of  the  16th  of  September  a  detachment  was  feat 
out  from  the  ynainbody  of  the  Americans,  to  a  wood  facing  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy.  The  Britifli  in  order  to  diilodge  them, 
difpatcbed  three  companies  of  light  infantry,  and  three  compa- 
nies of  Hefiian  lifiemen.  An  a&ion  enfaed,  which  v/as  canied 
on  by  leinforcemcnts  on  both  fides,  and  became  very  warm. 
IMany  v/c;e  killed  on  both  fides,  but  the  advantage  was  on  the 
fide  of  the  Americans. 

Gcneial  Wiifhington  while  retreating  from  New-York,  poiled 
his  troops  fo  ;o  to  make  a  line  of  imall  detached  and  intrenched 
camps  on  the  ieveiai  heightsand  rirong  grounds  from  Valentines 
hill  on  the  right,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  V/hitc  Phiits  on  tiie  left, 
'I  he  Britifh  troops  employed  them.felves  in  throwing  up  a  chain 
of  redoubts  on  M'Gowan's  Hill  to  cover  New-York,  and  19  ren- 
der it  capable  of  a  vigorous  defence.  As  loon  ai.  the  redoubts 
were  conjpleated  it  was  determined  t©  attempt  the  rear  of  tile  A- 
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nigricans,  by  the  Nev.--Engl3nd  road,  from  whicii  they  received 
the  moil  of  their  fupplies.  On  the  18th  cf  October  the  Britifh 
troops  reimbarking  proceeded  along  the  coaft  to  Pell's  Point,  and 
dilcmbarked  there  without  difficulty.  Soon  after  they  landed  a 
ikirmifn  happened  in  an  attempt  to  diflode  the  Americans  from 
a  narrow  pafs,  at  which  tliey  had  taken  polt  with  a  (Irong  corps, 
T-lie  latter  retired.  On  the  2cth  cf  October  the  main  divihon 
of  the  Britifh  army  moved  to  New  Pvochclle  fituated  on  the 
Sound  that  divides  Long  I  Hand  from  the  continent.  There  they 
were  joined  by  the  fecond  divifion  of  foreign  troops  from  Eng- 
icindj  under  the  command  of  general  Knyphaufen.  The  Ameri- 
can army  ftretched  along  the  ground  parallel  to  that  on  which, 
the  Britiih  troops  were  marching  ;  from  Kings  Bridge  on  the 
right,  to  White  Plains  on  the  left.  The  two  irmies  were  fepa- 
lated  by  the  river  Brunx,  the  rear  of  the  Britifh  was  covered  by 
the  Sound,  not  far  diftant.  With  this  relative  arrangement  the 
armies  moved  flowly  towaids  the  \Vhite  Plains,  v/heic  on  the 
eadern  fide  of  the  Brunx,  a  detachment  had  been  fortifying  a 
camp  for  the  Americans,  vvhictr  camp  they  occupied  with  their 
whole  army  conniling  of  about  18x00  men,  en  ths  ctjth,  (See 
plate  No.   III.   fl.) 

The  Britifh  army,  i3;COO  flrcng,  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
i:8:h  of  October,  in  two  columns  marched  from  its  encampment 
r-ear  Ward's  houfe,  on  the  banks  of  the  Brunx,  the  left  being 
com-manded  by  general  Heifter,  accompanied  by  general  Howe. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  commanded  the  right.  As  they  approached 
the  White  Plains  the  right  column  fell  in  with  feveral  bodies  of 
the  Am.ericans  Vv'hom  they  drove  back  to  their  works.  The  A- 
mericans  were  encamped  on  a  long  ridge  of  hills,  the  brow  cf 
which  was  covered  with  lines  lately  thrown  up.  A  bend  of  the 
Brunx  protected  their  right  flank,  and  by  another  turning  in  its 
courie  enveloped  alfo  the  rear  of  their  right  wing.  The  point 
of  the  hill  on  their  right  v/as  exceedingly  iteep  and  rocky,  and 
was  covered  by  a  flrong  abbatis  in  front  of  the  intrenchment. 
Their  left  was  pofted  in  very  broken  ground,  difficult  to  be  af- 
iaiied.  The  weakeft  part  was  the  centre.  The  Piope  of  the  hill 
was  very  gradual  in  the  direction  cf  the  road  by  the  Court-houfe. 
The  lines  were  by  no  means  formidable,  not  being  fraifed  ;  and 
the  lockinefs  of  the  foil  prevented  the  ditch  from  being  made  of 
any  trcublefome  depth. 

*  The  Americans  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  keat  up  ^i 
fnarp  cannonade,  which  the  Britifn  returned,  but  the  diftance 
was  i'o  great,  that  there  was  little  cifeQ:  on  either  fide.     Part  of 

*  Had  an  ajfault  been  7nadt  on  the  autre  cf  the  American  zvorks 
dijcat  zuould  have  been  defl-ru^don  to  the  Americans.  The  zvhole  of 
their  right  -mufl  have  falltn  into  the  poioer  cf  the  BritifJi  j  for  ihs 
J^riiihy  net  being  p off. ibk  in  that  part,  cut  ojf  ih:ir  retreat. 


///r    hiif/ar/uiifnt  Ptit/te    WillTM  PlsAi:S'S   t/te  'iST of  October  lyfff, 
Iietneiui  the  Ainericaii  ic  British  Forces. 
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rnericanSj  by  the  New-England  road,  from  w-hicli  they  received 
the  moil  of  their  fupplies.  On  the  18th  of  October  the  Britiih 
tioops  reimbarking  proceeded  along  the  coa{t  to  Pell's  Point,  and 
difcmbarked  there  without  difficulty.  Soon  after  they  landed  a 
ikirmifn  happened  in  an  attempt  to  diflode  the  Americans  from 
a  narrow  pafs,  at  which  tliey  had  taken  poll  with  a  (Irong  corps. 
Tiie  latter  retired.  On  the  2cth  of  Oftober  the  main  divihon 
of  the  Britifh  army  moved  to  New  Rochelle  fituated  on  the 
Sound  that  divides  Long  I  Hand  from  the  continent.  There  they 
were  joined  by  the  fecond  divifion  of  foreign  troops  from  Eng- 
icindj  under  the  command  of  general  Knyphaufen.  The  Ameri- 
can arm.y  ftretched  along  the  ground  parallel  to  that  on  which 
the  Britiih  troops  were  marching  ;  from  Kings  Bridge  on  the 
right,  to  White  Plains  on  the  left.  The  two  «rmies  were  fepa- 
lated  by  the  river  Brunx,  the  rear  of  the  Britifh  vvas  covered  by 
the  Sound,  not  far  diftant.  With  this  relative  arrangement  the 
armies  moved  flovvly  towaids  the  White  Plains,  where  on  the 
eailern  fide  of  the  Brunx,  a  detachment  had  been  fortifying  a 
camp  for  the  Americans,  vvhich  camp  they  occupied  with  their 
whole  army  connfting  of  about  18.000  men,  en  the  £Qth.  (See 
plate  No.   III.   rt.) 

The  Britifh  army,  13. ceo  flrcng,  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
liSth  of  October,  in  two  columns  marched  from  its  eucarupment 
near  Ward's  houfe,  on  the  banks  of  the  Brunx,  the  left  being 
commanded  by  general  Heifrer,  accompanied  bv  general  Howe. 
Sir  Kenry  Clinton  commanded  the  right.  As  they  approached 
the  White  Plains  the  right  column  fell  in  with  feveral  bodies  of 
the  Am.ericans  v/hom  they  drove  back  to  their  \vorks.  The  A- 
mei-icans  were  encamped  on  a  long  ridge  of  hills,  the  brow  of 
which  was  covered  v/ith  lines  lately  thrown  up.  A  bend  of  the 
Brunx  protected  their  right  flank,  and  by  another  turning  in  its 
courie  enveloped  alfo  the  rear  of  their  right  wing.  The  point 
of  the  hill  on  their  right  v^as  exceedingly  ileep  and  rocky,  and 
was  covered  by  a  flrong  abbatis  in  front  of  the  intrenchment. 
Their  leh  was  polled  in  very  broken  ground,  difficult  to  be  af- 
iailed.  Tire  weakeO:  part  was  the  centre.  The  flope  of  the  hill 
was  very  gradual  in  the  direction  of  the  road  by  the  Court-houfe. 
The  lines  were  by  no  means  formidable,  not  being  fraiied  ;  and 
the  lockinefs  of  the  foil  prevented  the  ditch  from  being  made  or 
iiny  troublelome  depth. 

*  The  Americans  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  keot  ud  a 
fnarp  cannonade,  which  the  Britiffi  returned,  but  the  diiftance 
was  io  great,  that  there  was  little  cffeft  on  either  fide.     Part  of 

■^  Had  an  ajfaidt  been  7nade  on  the  centre  of  the  American  zvorks 
iUJcat  would  have  been  deflrudion  to  the  Americans.  The  zvhole  of 
their  right  mujt  have  fallen  into  the  poioer  of  ike  BritiJJi  ;  for  iho 
Mrun^  net  bang paffubU  in  that  part,  cut  of  thdr  retreat. 
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the  Brilifli  columns  formed  behind  feme  riiing  ground,  nearly 
parallel  to  the  front  of  the  Americans,  but  the  right  wint^  of  the 
Britifh  did  not  extend  beyond  the  centre  of  the  American  lines. 
That  part  of  the  pofition  of  the  Americans  did  not  feem  to  be 
confidered  :  all  the  attention  of  the  Bricilh  commander  being 
fixed  on  another  part  of  the  field.  A  large  party  of  Americans 
were  polled  on  a  hill  (c)  in  a  line  with  the  right  of  their  camp, 
but  leparated  from  it  by  the  Brunx.*  Aguinft  this  hill  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Britifh  army  were  dire£led.  A  part  of  the  left 
wing  pafTed  the  ford,  which  was  entirely  under  the  command 
•>f  their  cannon.  Previous  to  their  attack.  Colonel  Rail,  com- 
mand.ng  a  brigade  of  the  Hefiians,  on  the  left  palled  the  Brunx, 
and  gained  a  poft  which  enabled  him  to  annoy  the  flank  of 
M'Dougal's  corps.  The  Americans  were  drove  from  the  hill. 
While  they  were  engaged  the  American  baggage  was  moved  off, 
in  full  view  of  the  Britifh  arm.y.  The  main  army  of  the  Ams- 
licans  rema-ined  tranquil  in  their  intrenchm.cnts. 

On  the  night  of  the  28t:h  of  October  the  Britifir  troops  lay  on 
their  arms,  and  encamped  next  day  with  the  left  wing  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  the  right  extending  from  the  other  fide  of 
the  Brunx,  which  pofition  enabled  them  to  make  a  front  paral- 
lel to  a  certain  extent  to  that  of  the  Americans.  In  the  mean 
time  the  latter  employed  themfelvesin  ftrengthening  their  lines. 
General  Howe  having  been  reinforced  by  four  battalions  from 
York  I  Hand  and  two  from  Mharonneck  Poft  made  diipofitions 
for  attacking  the  American  lines  early  on  the  lafi:  of  Odober, 
This  refolution  however,  was  abandoned,  on  account  of  rainy 
W4iiither.  On  the  gift  the  weather  proved  fine  about  noon,  but 
the  Britifii  commander  did  not  think  proper  to  put  his  former 
intentions  in  execution.  The  Americans  had  rendered  their 
lines  fufficiently  ftrong  to  refift  an  attack,  but  being  informed  by 
a  dclcrter  that  the  Britifh  army  would  marcii  againfi  them  the 

^  The  rcafon  of  the  Americans  occupying  this  pojlure  is  incxpli- 
crohU,  unUJs  it  be  that  they  could  not  be  contained  toithin  the  works  of 
their  camp.  The  pojfejjion  oj  that  hill  would  not  eriable  the  Britijii 
to  annoy  ihcir  camp^  for  it  rojejo  gradually  from  the  Brunx  that  its 
( rcjl  was  not  z/Jithin  random  cannon  Jhot,  as  was  proved  by  raany  of 
the  Britijh  battalions  lying  npon  it  on  their  arms  the  whole  evening 
after  the  atlion:  nor  had  general  WaJJiington  to  apprehend  that^froni 
tit  at  quarter,  an  attack  might  be  made  on  his  reur.jlnce  the  Brunx, 
deep  amd  impraciicable,  would  have  been  fall  betn'cen  the  two  armies, 

'i  hough  we  fiould  never  judge  on  the  merits  or  devierits  of  milita- 
ry difpofitions  from,  -refnltiitg  events,  ytt  the  placing  of  a  confderable 
i2ody  on  that  hill  effulually  difpojcd' general  Howe  to  commit  the 
blunder  of  not  a  fulling  the  centre  of  the  American  lines  and  to  dirt  61 
i  (J.  his  attention  towards  that  poft,  which  teas  tin  cwjs  that'  iJ-cir 
victory  ivas  nutfoUizoid  by  afnglt  adoania^^'/. 
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ne^it  rricrning,  tliey  evacuated  their  lines  on  ths  morning  of  the 
firft  of  November,  and  retired  acrofs  the  Crottcn  river  to  North 
Caftie.  There  pofition  v/as  now  fo  advantageous,  that  any  at- 
tack oti  them  muft  have  proved  very  unfacceisful,  for  the  river 
Crotton  ftretched  along  their  front,  and  chsir  rear  was  defended 
by  woods  and  heights. 

Within  a  few  days,  general  Wafhington  with  Dart  of  his  armv 
croffed  the  North  River,  and  took  poft  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Fort  Lee.  A  force  of  about  7,500  men  was  left  at  North- 
Caftle,  under  general  Lee. 

The  Americans  having  retired,  general  Howe  determined  to 
improve  the  opportunity  of  their  abience  for  the  reduftion  of 
Kinglbridge  and  Fort  Wafhington,  This  iaPt  potl  was  of  the 
utmofh  importance,  as  much  as  it  fecured  an  i'nmcdiate  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Jerfey  fhore  to  Fort  Lee,  and  eftetlualiy  ob- 
{lru6led  the  navigation  of  the  North  River.  Senfible  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  pofc,  the  Americans  had  garrifoned  it  undei  th-3 
command  of  Col.   Msgaw. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  November  the  Britlili  batteries  being  com- 
pleated  a  i'ummons  was  fent  to  the  garrifon  to  furrender,  the 
commanding  officer  anfwered  that  he  would  defend  the  fort  to 
the  laii;  extremity.  It  was  determined  therefore  to  commence  a 
vigorous  attack  upon  it  next  morning.  The  army  was  divided 
into  four  parts.  The  firft  on  the  north  fide  was  led  on  by  gene- 
ral Knyphaufen.  The  fecondon  the  eaft  by  general  Matthews, 
fupported  by  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  third  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Stilling,  and  the  fourth  was  commanded  by  Lord 
Piercy.  The  outworks  being  carried  by  the  enemy,  the  Ame- 
ricans left  their  lines  and  crowded  into  the  fort.*  The  garrifon 
finding  that  it  was  not  poiTible  to  defend  the  fort  longer,  furren- 
dered  prifoners  of  war. 

The  number  of  prifoners  amounted  to  2-700.  The  lofs  of  the 
Britifn,  inclufive  of  kiilcd  and  wounded,  was  about  1200.  Lord 
Cornwallis  with  a  confiderable  force,  paffed  over  to  attack  Fore 
Lee  on  the  oppofite  Jerfev  fliore.  The  garrifon  was  faved  by  an 
immediate  evacuation,  but  at  the  cxpence  of  their  artillery  and 
fiires. 

The  term  of  time  for  which  the  American  foldiers  had  enga- 
ged to  ferve  ended  in  November  or  D,rcember,  the  army  leaving 
been  organized  the  preceding  year,  on  the  idea  that  an  accom- 
modation would  take  place  within  a  twelve  months, 

*  It  was  an  error  in  Col,  Magaw,  that  hcfu)fcrcd  his  troops  to 
crowd  into  tiie  fort  after  quittin^^  their  tines:  for  had  they  beenpojled 
on  the  broio  of  the  hill,  facing  the  north-audfouth,  the  contffl  would 
have  been  prolonged,  and  the  affaiiants  kavefujlained  a  greater  bfs; 
but  the  grand  irror  was  in  not  withdrnzving  the  garrifon  on  the 
cveyiinf:  preceding  the  njfdult.  The  poffejion  of  that  pojt  zvas  in  the 
then  ituation  of  a  fairs  ^  ccriainl)-  nv  longer  ufeful. 
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"When  it  was  cxpefted  that  the  conavierors  would  retire  to  win-* 
trr  quarters,  they  commenced  a  new  plan  of  operatians  iPiOre  alar- 
ming than  all  their  previous  conquefls.  The  reduftion  of  Fort 
Wafhingtpn,  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Lee,  and  the  diminution  of 
the  American  army,  by  the  departure  of  thofe  whofe  time  had  ex- 
pired, encouraged  tlie  r>ritifh,  notwithflanding  the  feverity  nf  the 
winter,  to  purine  the  ictuaining  inconfiderabie  continental  force 
with  the  profpeO;  of  annihilating  it.  To  retreat  was  the  only  ex- 
pedient left.  This  having  commenced,  Lord  Cornwaliis  foilov/- 
cd,  and  was  dole  on  the  rear  of  general  Wafhington,  as  he  re- 
treated fucceffivcly  to  Newark,  to  Brunfwick,  to  Princetown, 
to  Trenton,  and  to  the  Pcnniylvania  fide  of  the  Delaware. 

The  Britifn  took  polleflion  of  Rhode  Ifland  without  any  lofs, 
and  in  the  mean  time  blocked  up  commodore  Hopkin's  fquadron, 
and  a  number  of  American  privateers  at  Providence. 

In  this  period,  when  the  American  army  was  relinquifning  its 
general,  the  people  giving  up  the  caufe,  fome  of  their  leaders  going 
over  to  the  enemy,  the  Brilifh  commanders  fucceeding  in  every 
cnterpriie,  general  Lee  was  taken  prifoner  at  Baflcenridge,  by 
lieutenant  colonel  Hartcourt.  This  caufed  a  depreflion  of  fpi- 
rits  among  the  Americans,  far  exceeding  any  real  injury  done  to 
their  effential  intereils.  They  had  repofed  great  confidence  in 
his  military  talents,  and  experience  of  regular  European  war. 

By  the  advance  of  the  Britifn  intoNew-Jerfey,  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Philadelphia  became  the  feat  of  war.  Congrefs  therefore 
adjourned  themfelves  on  the  1 2th  of  December,  to  meet  in  eight 
days  at  Baltimore,  relblving  at  the  fame  time,  "  that  general 
Wafnington  fnouidbe  poffelfed  of  fail  power  to  order  and  direch 
all  things  relative  to  the  department  and  the  operations  of  war.'* 

With  the  year  i  -y  ^6.  a  retreating  army  was  to  be  dilmifTcd,  and 
the  profpeft  of  a  new  one  was  both  diftant  and  uncertain,  Tho 
recently  sHumed  independence  of  the  llateswas  apparently  on  ths 
verge  of  dilTolution.  But  in  proportion  as  difficulties  mcrealed, 
congrefs  redoubled  their  exertions  to  oppofc  them  ;  they  addrelf- 
ed  the  dates  in  animated  language,  calculated  to  remove  their  def- 
pondcncy,  renew  their  hopes,  and  confirm  their  refolutions. 
They  at  the  fame  time  difj;atched  gentlemen  of  charaftcr  and  in- 
fluence to  excite  the  m.ilitia  to  take  the  field.  General  Wafh- 
ington was  empowered  to  raife  and  colleft  together  in  the  moii 
fpeedy  and  eftetlual  manner  from  any  or  all  of  the  United  ftates 
i6  battalions  of  infantry  in  addition  to  thofe  already  voted  by 
congrefs  ;  to  appoint  officers  for  the  faid  battalions  of  infantry, 
to  raife  cfiicers,  and  equip  3000  Hght  horfe  ;  three  regiments  of 
artillery,  a  corps  of  engineers,  and  to  eflablifh  their  pay  ;  to  ap- 
ply to  any  of  the  ftates  for  fuch  aid  of  the  militia  as  he  fliall  jvidge 
neceffary  ;  to  form  fuch  magazines  of  provifions,  and  in  fucii 
places  as  he  flrail  think  proper;  to  difpoie  and  appoint  all  officers 
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uhvier  ihe  rank  of  brigadier  general  ;  to  fill  up  all   vacancies  in 
every  other  department  in  the  American  armies. 

About  that  time  the  num.ber  of  troops  under  the  command  of 
general  WaPnington  amounted  to  2  or  30CO  men  only.  In  this 
crills  of  dan<Ter,  i5oo^f  thePennfylvania  militia  embodied  to  re- 
inforce the  continental  army.  The  merchant,  the  farmer,  the 
Lradefmen.  the  labourer,  cheerfully  relinquiil:ied  the  conveniens 
ces  of  home  to  perform  the  duties  of  private  ioldiers.  in  the  fcve- 
rity  of  a  winter  campaign.  General  Walliingtcn  riow  formed 
the  bold  refolulion  of  re-croffing  into  the  liate  of  Jerfey,  and 
attacking  that  part  of  the  enemy  which*  was  pofted  at  Trenton. 

The  Britifh  commanders  in  the  fecurity  of  conqueft  cantoned 
their  army  at  Burlington,  Bordenton,  Trenton,  and  other  towns 
in  New- Jerfey.  Of  all  events  none  (eemed  to  them  m*ore  impro- 
bable than  that  their  late  retreating  half  naked  enemies,  ihould  in 
this  extreme  cold  feaionj  face  about  and  commence  cllenilve 
operations. 

In  the  evening  of  Chriflmas  day.  general  Wafningtonmade  ar- 
rangements for  the  recrofling  of  the  Delaware  in  three  divifions  : 
at  M'KoDckey's  ferry,  at  Trenton  ferry,  and  at  or  near  Borden- 
ton.  The  ice  in  the  river  retardedtheir  paffage  io  long  that  it  was 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  the  artillery  could  begot  over. 
On  their  landing  in  Jerfey.  they  were  formed  into  two  divihons 
commanded  by  Gen.  Sullivan  and  Green  :  one  of  thefe  divifions 
was  ordered  to  pjoceed  on  the  lov/er  or  river  road  ;  the  other  on 
the  upper  or  Pennington  road.  Col.  Surk  with  fome  light  troops 
vvas  alio  direfted  to  advance  near  to  the  river^  and  to  puflefs  him- 
felf  of  that  part  of  the  town  which  is  beyond  the  bridge.  The  di- 
vifions having  nearly  the  fame  diHance  to  march  were  ordered  im- 
inediateiy  on  forcing  the  outguards  to  pufh  dircftly  into  Trenton, 
t  iiat  they  might  charge  the  enemy  before  they  had  time  to  form. 
Though  they  marched  different  roads,  yet  they  arrived  at  the 
enemy's  advanced  po(t  within  three  minutes  of  each  other.  The 
outguards  of  the  Heffian  troops  at  Trenton  foon  fell  back,  but 
kept  up  a  conftant  retreating  lire.  Their  main  body  being  hard 
prelled  by  the  Americans,  who  had  aheady  got  polTcfiicn  of  half 
their  artillery,  attempttid'to  hie  oif  bv  a  road  leading  towards 
Princctovvn,  but  were  checked  by  a  body  of  tioops  thrown  in 
their  wav.  Finding  they  were  iurrounded,  they  laid  down  their 
crms.  The  number  which  iiibmiiied  was  20  officers,  and  886 
men.  Tlie  detachment  in  Trenton  confided  of  three  Hellian 
regiments,  amounting  to  1500  men,  arrd  a  troop  of  Britifli  light- 
horfe.  All  thele  were  killed  or  captured,  except  sbout  600, 
wiio  efcaped  by  the  road  leading  to  bordentown. 

Immediately  after  the  furprise  of  the  Heilians,  General  Wafli- 
:n2ton,  wi'Ji  his  prifoners,   re-croffed  the  DclawarCj  which  at 
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this  place  is  about  three  quarters  ot  a  mile  ovqr,  and  reaffam^cl 
his  poll:  on  the  Penniylvania  iioe.  Tieuton  remained  unocca- 
j5ied,  and  the  enemy  were  pv>.fl:ed  at  Princetowri,  twelve  miles 
diftant,  on  the  road  towards  New-York. 

The  effefts  ot  this  fuccefsful  enterpri%  were  fpeedily  felt  la 
recruiting  the  American  army.  About  1400  regular  Ibldieis, 
whofe  time  of  feivice  was  on  the  point  of  expiring,  agreed  to 
ierve  fix  weeks  longer,  and  reinforcements  came  in  fioin  feve- 
i>al  quarters  to  general  Walhington,  The  Vi^eather  was  now 
growing  very  fevere,  and  as  there  were  very  few  houfes  near 
tlie  fnore  wliere  gencial  Wailunffton  had  taken  his  flation,  the 
greateit  part  of  his  army  rem Ained  out  in  the  woods  and  fields. 
Thefe,  with  fome  oiher  cucumibiiccs,  induced  the  general  once 
more  to  pafs  the  Delaware,  and  to  take  poficlnon  of  Tienion, 
This  vvas  undoubtedly  a  bold  adventure,  and  carried  with  it  the 
appearance  of  defiance. 

Trenton  is  fituatcd  on  a  rifing  ground,  about  half  a  mile  diHant 
from  the  Delaware,  and  is  cut  into  two  divifions  by  a  imall 
creek,  iufficient  to  turn  a  mill  which  is  on  it,  after  whicli  it 
empties  ideif  at  nearly  right  angles  into  the  Delaware. 

Scarcely  had  general  Wafhington  taken  pod  here,  and  before 
the  ieveral  parties  of  militia,  out  on  detachments,  or  on  their 
way,  could  be  colle£tcd,  than  the  Britifh,  leaving  behind  them 
a  ft:rong  garriion  at  Princeton,  marched  fuddcnly,  and  entered 
Trenton  at  the  upper  or  north  eaft  quarter.  A  pirty  of  the  A- 
mencans  fliirmiflied  with  the  advanced  party  of  the  Britlfb,  to 
atlord  time  for  removing  the  (loies  and  baggage,  and  wiilidi aw- 
ing over  the  biidge. 

In  a  little  time  the  Brltifn  had  poiTeffion  of  one  half  of  tlic 
town;  General  Wafliinglon  of  the  other;  and  the  creek  only 
feparated  the  two  armies,.  Nothing  could  be  a  raure  critical  fitu- 
ation  than  this  ;  and  if  ever  the  f.tte  of  America  depended  on 
the  event  of  a  day,  it  vvai>  now.  The  Delaware  was  filling  faft 
with  large  fiieeta  of  driving  ice,  and  was  impallable  ;  fo  thnt  no 
re.treat  inioPennfylvania  could  be  effccled,  neither  is  it  poirihle, 
in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  to  pafs  a  river  of  fuch  extent.  The 
loads  wcjc  broken  and  ragged  with  the  frori,  and  the  main  load 
was  occupied  by  the  enerny. 

About  4  o'clock  a  party  of  the  Biiciflr  approached  tlic  biiJg-'i 
witli  a  deiign  to  g.tin  it,  but  were  repuUed.  They  made  no  moie 
attempts,  thougji  the  cieck  itielf  is  pafTable  any  where  between 
the  bridge  and  the  Deiawafe.  Evening  was  now  coming  on. 
andthe  Briidli  believing  they  had  all  tl»e  advantages  they  co.iUi 
wi.fli  for,  and  that  they  could  uie  ttictn  when  they  plealed,  dii- 
continued  all  farth.er  ooeiatioiis,  and  held  themielves  piepued 
to  make  the  attack  u^x<.  moaiing. 
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But  tlie  next  morning  produced  a  fcene  as  elegant  as  it  was 
Dnexpefted. — The  BritiOi  were  underarms  and  ready  to  march 
to  adion,  when  one  of  their  liglit  horfe  from  Princeton  came 
funoufly  down  the  ftreet  with  an  account  that  C^eneral  WaHiing- 
ton  had  that  morning  attacked  zrd  carried  the  Britifh  poft  at  that 
place,  and  was  proceeding  on  to  feize  the  magazine  at  Bruni- 
wick  ;  on  which  the  Briuili,  who  were  then  on  the  point  of 
making  an  affault  on  the  evacuated  camp  of  the  Americans, 
wiieeled  about,  and  marched  for  Princeton. 

General  Wafliington,  the  better  to  coverand  difguifchis  retreat 
from  Trenton,  had  ordered  a  line  of  fires  to  be  lighted  up  in  front 
of  his  camp.  Thefe  not  only^ferved  to  give  an  appearance  of 
going  to  reft,  and  continuing  that  deception,  but  they  cffe£luaUy 
concealed  frr.m  the  Britifh  Vv'hatever  was  a6ting  heljind  them  : 
After  iliis,  by  a  circuitous  match  of  about  eighteen  miles,  ihe 
Americans  arrived  near  Princetown  early  in  tlie  morning,  and 
were  defcricd  by  a  party  cf  Britilh  troops,  confiifing  of  about 
three  regiments,  who  v.'cre  on  tj^eir  march  to  Trenton.  They 
Liikly  attacked  the  tenter  of  the  Americans,  v.'ho  gave  way  in 
diforder.  Tiie  moment  was  critical ;  general  Wafhington  pufhed 
forward,  and  placed  himlelf  between  his  own  men  and  the  Bri- 
tifh,  fronting  the  latter.  The  A^mericans  encouraged  by  his 
e>;ample,  nicide  a  ftand  and  returned  the  Britifh  fire.  They  kill- 
ed Go,  wounded  many,  and  took  between  3  and  400  prifoners 
of  the  Britilh  ;  obliging  the  reft  of  them  to  make  a  precipitate 
efcape  ;  feme  towards  Trenton,  and  others  to  Brunfwick.  The 
lols  of  the  Americans,  who  imm.edialely  fet  cff  with  their  pri- 
foners, was  inconiiderable  in  point  of  numbers  ;  but  the  fail  of 
general  Mercer  rendered  it  important. 

The  Britiftiarmy  that  had  aiaandoned  Trenton,  for  the  fafety 
of  their  magazines  at  Brunfwick  eighteen  m.iles  diftant,  marched 
for  that  place  where  they  arrived  late  in  the  evening  ;  and  from 
which  they  made  no  attempts  to  move,  for  near  five  months. 
The  triumphant  Americans  retired  to  Morriftown.  General 
Wdfhington  divided  his  army  into  fmjall  parties,  fo  as  to  be  able 
tore-unite  them  on  a  few  hours  warning,  and  thereby  covered 
the  country,  and  re-pclTeired  himlelf  of  all  the  important  places* 

The  cam.paign  of  1776  did  not  end  till  it  had  been  protracted 
into  the  f^rft  month  of  the  year  1777,  the  Britiili  had  counted  on 
the  complete  and  fpeedy  reduftion  of  their  late  colonies,  but  they 
found  the  work  mored:Hicuh  of  execution  than  they  iuppofed. 
They  wholly  failed  in  their  defigns  on  the  Soutliein  ftates,  ]a 
Canada  they  recovered  what  in  the  preceding  year  titey  had  loft — ■ 
drove  the  Americans  out  of  their  borders,  and  deftroyed  their 
fleet  on  the  Lakes,  but  they  failed  in  making  their  intended  im- 
prcliion  on  the  north  wcftern  frontier  of  the  ftates.  While  their 
main  army  was  luccefsfui  in  the  Jerfeys,  a  party  undeitook  an 
e?:pcdition  again  it  Rhode-Illand.     The  Ameiicans  abandoned 
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the  iflanc],  and'  the  Englifn  took  pofTeiTion  of  it  ;  but  the  acj^n<- 
-fitJon  v/as  of  little  fervice,  perhaps  v;as  of  detriment.  For  three 
vears  feveral  thoufaiid  men  flationed  thereon  for  its.  fecuriiy, 
were  h:>{l  to  e\'ery  a6live  co-operation  with  the  royal  forces  in 
the  field  ;  and  tlie  poffelTion  of  it  fecured  no  equivalent  advan> 
tages.  The  Britiih  fucceeded  againfl  the  city  of  Nevz-Yoik  and 
the  adjacent  country,  but  when  they  purfued  their  viftories  into 
^^ew-Jerfey,  and  fubdivided  their  army,  the  recoiling  Americans 
Ibon  recovered  the  greateft  part  of  what  they  had  loft. 

The  war  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  Was  biit  barely  begun. 
Hitherto  they  had  engaged  with  temporary  forces  for  a  redrel<^  of 
grievances,  but  towards,  the  dole  of  this  year  thcv  made  anange.- 
ments  for  raifing  a  permamcnt  army  to  contend  with  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  fovereignty  of  the  country.  To  have  thus  far  ftood 
their  ground  with  their  new  levies  was  a  matter  of  great  impori- 
.anccj  becaufe  to  them  delay  was  victory,  and  not  to  be  conquer- 
ed was  to  conouer. 

The  third  Campaip'v^    ^777. 

THR.ee  months  which  followed  the  actions  of  Trenton  and 
rrinceton,  palTed  away  without  any  important  military  enterprile 
on  either  fide.  It  v;as  matter  of  aftonilhment,  thai  the  Britifh 
fuffcred  the  dangerous  interval  between  the  dilbanding  of  ane 
aimy  and  the  raifing  of  another,  to  pafs  awav  without  attempting 
fomethinr'  of  conlea\ience  aj^ainft  the  remaining:  ihadow  of  ari 
armed  force. 

Hitherto  there  had  been  ?.  deficiency  of  arms  and  ammunili':^n, 
ar.  well  as  of  men  ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  this  campaign  a  vedcl 
of  24  guns  arrived  from  France  at  Porthnouth  in  Ncw-Kamp- 
iliire,  with  upwards  of  11,000  ftand  of  arms,  and  1000  barrels 
of  powder.  Ten  thoufand  (land  of  arms  arrived  about  the 
lame  time  in  another  part  of  the  United  States. 

Before  the  Britifh  army  took  the  field,  two  enterprifes  for  tVie 
clellruftion  of  American  flores  were  undertaken.  Col.  Bird  lan- 
ded with  ahoiit  500  men  at  Peek's  Kill,  March  23,  fifty  miles 
from  New-York.  The  few  Americans  who  were  fhitioned  as  a 
guard  at  this  pbce  on  the  approach  of  the  Britifh,  fired  the  prin- 
cipai  fSiore  houfes,  and  rehred.  The  lofs  of  the  proviUons  was 
conhderable.  On  the  26th  of  April,  major  gen.  Tryon,  witli  a 
detachment  of  2000  men,  emibarkcd  at  New-York,  and  pafhng 
through  the  Sound,  landed  betvv-een  Fail  field  and  Norw^lk. 
Thev  advanced  through  the  country  without  interruption,  and 
arrived  in  about  twenty  hours  at  Daubury.  The  few  Americans 
who  were  in  tlie  town  withdrew  fiom  it,  and  the  Britifli  bui  nt 
and  deftroyed  18  houies,  500  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  800  bar- 
leis  of  flour,  2000  bulhels  of  grain,  1700  tents,  &c.  In  relutn- 
ing  from  this  expeditionj  however,  the  Britiih  were  greatly  bar- 
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rafTc'cl  bv  tr.e  Americans  under  generals  Arr.old,  Woofer,  and 
Sullivan  ;  but  thev  maoe  good  their  reUeat,  with  the  lois  of  iro 
killed  and  wounded.  On  the  American  fide,  the  lofs  was  like- 
"•.vife  coniiderable  ;  geneial  W^ooCter  was  killed,  and  Arnold  in 
th?^  moft  imminent  dcn^^er.  Soon  after  the  Americans  deftroyed 
the  enemic?;  {lores  at  Sjgg  Harbour,  on  Long  I  Hand,  and  made 
prjfoners  of  a'!  who  deiVndcd  the  place. 

As  the  le^.fon  advanc-'ti  the  Ameiican  army  in  New-Jerr^y  vv'as 
reinforced  by  the  fuccemve  arrival  of  recruits  ',  bui  neverthelefs 
at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  it  amounted  only  to  7,2-^2  men. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  May,  general  Wailiington  quitted 
his  winter  encampment  at  Morriltown,  and  took  a  llrong  pofi- 
ti)n  at  Middlebrook.  General  Howe  endeavoured  to  provoke 
him  to  an  engagement  and  lei'"t  no  rnancevie  untried  that  could 
induce  him  to  quit  his  pofition,  but  witliout  fucceis.  General 
Vv'ailrington  knew  the  full  value  of  his  ntuatiun,  and  was  well 
apprifed  that  it  was  not  the  intereft  of  his  country  to  commit  its 
fortune  to  a  finale  afiion.  General  Hovvc  tlKuiaht  it  to  be  to<:> 
hazardous  to  attempt  paiTing  the  Delaware,  v/Iiile  the  country 
\vas  in  arms,  and  the  main  American  army  in  his  rear  ;  he  there- 
foie  palled  over  to  Staten  UUnd,  refolving  to  prolecute  the  ob- 
jects of  the  campaign  by  anoiher  route. 

About  this  time  the  Americans  found. means  to  make  amends 
for  the  capture  of  general  Lee,  by  thnr  of  general  Prefcot,  who 
\vas  feized  in  his  quarters  with  his  aid  de  camp,  in  much  the 
lame  manner  as  general  Lee  had  been.  This  was  very  mortifying 
to  the  general  himfelf,  as  he  had  not  long  before  fet  a  price  upon, 
general  Arnold,  by  offering  a  fum  of  money  to  any  one  that  ap- 
prehended him,  which  the  latter  anfwcred  by  letting  a  lower 
price  upon  general  PreTcot, 

The  defigns  of  general  Howe  were  involved  in  great  obfcurity. 
Though  the  feafon  for  military  operations  was  advanced  as  far  as 
the  month  of  July,  yet  his  real  object  could  not  be  afcertained. 
General  W^afhington  received  intelligence,  that  Burgoyne  was 
coming  in  great  foice  towards  New-York  from  Canada,  which  fa- 
voured the  idea  that  a  jun£lion  of  the  two  royal  armie?,  near  Al- 
bany was  intended.  General  \Valliington  therefore  detached  a 
brigade  to  reinforce  the  northern  divilion  of  hi.'?  army.  Some 
movements  were  likewife  made  towards  Peek's  Kill,  and  on  the 
other  fide  towards  Trenton,  while  the  main  army  was  encamped 
mr:  the  Clove,  in  readinefs  10  march  either  north  or  fouth.  as 
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the  movements  of  general  Howe  might  requite.  At  length  the 
main  body  of  the  Britifh  army,  conlifting  of  36  battalions  with  a 
regiment  of  light  horie,  and  a  body  of  loyalifts,  raifed  at  New- 
York,  and  a  powerful  artillery,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
165OCO  men,  departed  from  Sandy  Hook.  After  a  week's  failing 
they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  ;  but  for  reafons 
which  do  not  obvioufly  occur,  general  Plowe  give  up  the  idea 
of  approaching  Philadelphia  by  afcending  the  Delaware,  and 
refolded  on  a  circuitous  rout  by  the  v/ay  of  the  Cheafapeak. 

The  navigation  from  the  Delav.'are  to  the  Cheafapeak  took  up 
the  bed  part  of  the  month  of  A^uguft.  At  lad  they  afcended  the 
bay  and  landed  at  Turkey  Point  :  intelligence  thereof  in  a  few 
days  reached  the  American  army,  and  dilpelled  that  cloud  of  un- 
certainty in  which  general  Howe's  movements  had  been  envelop- 
ed. The  American  troops  were  put  in  motion  to  meet  the  Bri- 
tifh army.  The  rearefFe£live  force  of  the  former  did  not  exceed 
8000  mert.  They  were  pofted  near  Newport.  The  royal  atiariy 
advanced  till  they  were  v/ithin  two  miles  of  the  American  army. 
General  Wafiiingtonthen  changed  hi<>  pofition;  and  took  pod  on 
the  high  ground  near  Chad's  Ford,  on  the  Brandyvvdne  Creek, 
with  an  intention  of  diiputing  the  paffage.  It  was  the  wiflij  but 
by  no  means  the  intereft  of  the  Americans  to  try  their  ftrength  by 
an  engagement.  The  opinion  of  the  inhabitaoti;  however  impoied 
a  fpecies  of  neceffity  on  the  American  general  to  keep  his  army 
in  front  of  the  enemy,  snd  to  rifk  an  aftion  for  the  lecurity  of 
Philadelphia.  This  took  place  the  1  ith  of  September  at  Chad's 
Ford,  on  the  Brandywine,  a  imall  ftweam  which  empties  itlelf 
into  Chrilhrtas  Creek,  near  its  ccf^tlux  with  the  river  Delaware. 

The  Britifn  army  advanced  at  dav break,  in  two  columns  ;  com- 
manded by  general  Knyphaufen  and  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  hi  ft 
took  the  d;re£i  road  to  Chad's  Ford  and  made  ?>  iliew  of  paning  it 
.  in  front  of  the  main  body  of  the  Aoiericans  ;  auhe  fame  time  the 
other  column  moved  up  on  the  well  fide  of  the  Brandywine  to 
its  fork,  and  crofftd  boih  its  branches  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  :  and  then  marched  down  on  the  cad  i^ide  thereof,  with 
a  view  of  tut  ning  the  right  wing  of  their  adveriaries.  This  they 
cffefted,  and  compelled  them  to  retreat  with  great  loft;.  General 
Knyphaufen  arnuied  the  Americans  \sith  the  appcarnce  of  cioiT- 
ing  the  ford,  but  did  not  attempt  it,  until  Lard  Cornwallis  ha- 
ving crolfed  above,  and  moved  down  on  the  oppofue  fide,  had 
comrnenced  his  attack.      Knvphauicn  then  croilod  the  fosd,  a>id 
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£LS?.cked  the  troops  pofted  for  its  defence.  Thefe,  after  a  fcvere 
conflift,  were  compelled  to  give  way.  The  retreat  of  the  Ame- 
ricans foon  became  general,  and  was  continued  to  Chciler,  under 
cover  of  general  Weeden's  brigade,  which  came  off  in  good  order. 
General  Waflilngfon  was  by  a  fmall  circumftancc,  prevented 
from  executing  a  bold  defign  ;  to  effcfl:  which  his  troops  were 
actually  in  motion.  This  v/as  to  have  croffcd  the  Brandywine, 
and  attacked  Knvphaafen.  wliile  generals  Sullivan  and  Stirling 
fliould  keep  Eail  Cornwallis  in  check.  In  the  moll  critical  mo- 
ment general  Wafliington  received  intelligence  which  he  was 
obliged  to  credit,  t^hat  the  column  of  Lord  Cornwall  is  had  been 
only  making  a  feint,  and  v/as  returning  to  join  Knyphaufen. 
This  prevented  the  execution  of  a  plan,  which,  if  carried  into 
cfleft.  would  probably  have  given  a  different  turn  to  the  events 
of  the  day.  The  killed  and  wounded  of  the  BritiPn  army  were 
600  ;  the  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  above  1000.  In  the  lift  of 
their  wounded,  were  two  of  their  general  ofRcers,  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  and  general  Woodford  ;  the  former  was  a  French 
nobleman,  who,  animated  with  the  love  of  liberty,  had  left  his 
Dative  country,  and  offered  his  fervice  to  congrefs. 

The  bulk  of  the  Britiflri  army  being  left  in  German-Town, 
general  Howe  with  a  fmall  part,  made  his  entry  into  Philadelphia, 
Coiig^c'S,  which  after  a  fhort  refidence  at  Baltimore  had  return- 
ed to  Philadelphia,  were  obliged  a  iecond  time  to  confui:  their 
lafety  by  flight.     They  retired  to  York-Town, 

The  hrfl  care  of  the  Brltiih  general,  v/as  to  cut  off,  by  means 
of  ftrong  batteries,  the  communication  between  the  upper  and 
lower  parts  of  the  river.  The  American  frigate  Delaware,  of  32 
guns,  feconded  by  fome  fm.aller^'veiTcls,  commenced  a  heavy  can- 
liOnade  upon  the  batteries,  but  upon  the  falling  of  the  tide  (he 
ran  aground,  and  was  then  foon  compelled  to  furrender,  and  the 
other  American  vellels  retired.  Tiie  next  undertaking  of  the 
Britlfh  commander  was  to  open  a  communication  by  lea.  A  vad 
liumber  of  batteries  and  forts  had  been  ereftsd,  and  machines 
ioimed  like  chcvaux  dz  frizi^  funk  in  the  river  to  prevent  its 
navigation.  As  the  fleet  was  fent  round  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  in  order  to  co-operate  Vvith  the  array,  this  work,  after  fur- 
mounting  great  difhcullies,  'was  at  laft  accompliflied. 

General  Wafliington,  having  been  reinforced  by  2,500  men 
from  Peck's  Kill  and  Virginia  ;  and  having  been  informed  that 
general  Howe  had  detached  a  conHderable  part  of  his  force  for 
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reducrng  the  forts  on  the  Delaware,  conceived  the  defign  of  at- 
tacking the  Britifh  pofr  at  German-Town.  It  was  refolved  that 
ihe  at' ack  fhould  be  iudden  and  vigorous.  On  the  4th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  the  Americans  began  their  attack  about  fun-rife,  on  the  40th 
regiment  and  a  battalion  of  light  infantry,  which  were  pofled  on 
the  Cbefnut  Hill  road,  ibree  cjuditers  of  a  mile  advance.  Thefe 
two  corps  were  obliged  to  retreat  ;  but  the  morning  being  ex- 
irtmely  foggv,  it  concealed  the  true  fituation  of  ihe  parties,  and 
inace  ic  niuch  cauuon  neccffary  as  to  give  the  Britifh  time  to 
jcco-/cr  from  the  eiiefts  of  their  fii  ft  furprife.  From  thefe  cau- 
lks tijC  early  promifrng  anpearances  on  the  oart  of  the  affdilants 
were  fpcedily  reverfed,  the  Americans  were  forced  to  leave  the 
licld,  and.  all  eiforts  to  rally  them  were  ineffeftual.  The  lofs  of 
the  Biitifn  2rwy,  de-id^  wounded  and  prifoners,  was  about  500. 
Among  their  flain  were  brigadier  general  Agnew,  and  lieutenant 
Col.  Kird.  The  iois  of  the  Americans,  including  400  prlfon- 
ers  was  about  looo.  Among  their  {lain  were  general  Nafii  and 
liis  aid  de  camp,   M^jor  Witherfpoon, 

Soon  i;f:er  this  aftion  the  Britifh  left  German-Town,  and  as 
there  (liU  remained  two  flrong  forts  on  the  Delaw^are  to  be  redu- 
ced, they  turned  their  principal  attention  towards  them,  Thefe 
were  Mud-Ifland  lAnd  Red-Bank»  The  various  obflruftlons 
which  the  Americans  had  tlirown  in  the  v/ay,  rendered  it  necel- 
fary  to  bring  up  the  Augufta,  a  flilp  of  the  line,  and  the  Merlia 
frigate,  to  tlic  attack  of  Mud-Ifland  ;  but,  during  the  aftion, 
both  the  Augufta  and  Merlin  took  fire  and  were  burnt  to  aCnes. 
At  lafii  the  Britiili  general  found  means  to  convey  a  nunrber  of 
cannon,  and  to  eieft  batteries  within  a  gunfliot  of  the  fort  by 
land,  and  bunging  up  tliree  ihips  of  the  line.  The  garrifon, 
nfter  mak-'ng  2  vigorosis  defence,  from  the  latter  end  of  Septem- 
ber to  the  4th  of  November,  perceiving  that  preparations  were 
making  for  a  general  affault  abandoned  the  place  in  the  •night. 
Three  days  after  Mad-Klacd  Vv':.s  evacuated,  the  garriion  v/as 
alio  withdrawn  from  Red-Bank,  on  the  approach  of  Lord  Corn- 
waliis,  who  at  the  head  of  a  large  force  prepared  to  affault  it; 
Some  of  ilic  American  gallies  and  armed  veffels  efcaped  by  keep-' 
inp- dole  in  with  the  Jeviey  fhore,  to  places  of  fecurity  above 
PhiladclDhia.  bvit  17  oi  them  were  abandoned  by  their  crew'S  and 

Led. 

Thus  the  campaign  of  I'y'y^,  in  the  middle  dates,  concluded, 
upon  the  whole,  fucceilivcly  on  tlie  part  of  the  Bvitifli.  In  thss 
North  J  hovv'cvcr,  nutters  wore  a  different  afpe£t:, 
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CAMPAIGN,    OF    I777    IN  THE    NORTH. 


O  effeft  a  free  communication,  between  New- York 
and  Canada,  and  to  maintain  the  navigation  of  the  Lakes, 
was  a  principal  objefk  with  the  Britiih,  for  the  campaign  of 
1777.  -^"  expedition  in  that  quarter  had  been  projeded^ 
by  the  Britifh  miniftry,  as  the  moft  effedual  method  that 
could  be  taken,  to  crufh  the  colonies  at  once.  They  confi- 
deredthe  New-England  people,  to  be  the  foul  of  the  con=- 
federacy,  and  promifed  themfelves  much  by  fevering  them 
from  all  free  communication  with  the  neighbouring  flates. 
They  hoped,  when  this  was  accompliflied,  to  be  able  to  fur- 
round  them  fo  effeftually  with  fleets  and  armies,  and  Indi- 
an allies,  as  to  compel  their  fubmiffion. 

For  this  purpofs  an  army  of  400©  Britifh  and  3000  German 
troops,  exclufive  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  were  put  under 
the  command  of  General  Burgoyne.  Their  train  of  artille- 
ry was  perhaps  the  fineft,  that  had  ever  been  allotted  to 
fecond  the  operations  of  an  equal  force.  Gen.  Burgoyne 
was  furni(hed  with  picked  and  experienced  ofHcers.  The 
mod  eminent  of  thele  were  Gen.  Philips,  Frafer,  Powal, 
and  Hamilton ;  the  German  generals,  Riedelel,  and  Specht. 
This  large  body  of  veteran  troops,  was  to  be  kept  together 
as  much  as  poiTible.  In  order  to  produce  this  etfetl;,  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  were  commanded  to  furnifh  mea 
fufBcient  to  occupy  the  woods  on  the  frontiers,  to  prevent 
defertion,  to  procure  intelligence,  and  to  intercept  all  com- 
munication between  the  Americans  and  the  malcontents  in 
the  province.  They  were  alfo  required  to  provide  men, 
for  the  completion  of  the  fortifications,  at  Sorel,  St,  John's^ 
Chamblee,  and  Ifle  Aux  Noix,  for  the  carriage  of  proviii- 
ons,  aitiiiery,  and  (lores,  and  for  making  roads  Gen.  Carle- 
ton  was  ordered  to  ufe  his  intercft  with  the  Indians,  to 
perfuade  them  to  join  in  this  expedition. 

The  Americans  had  b«en  early  attentive  to  their  fecurity  in 
that  quarter.  Ticonderoga  is  fuuated  on  the  weilern  Ihore, 
a  few  miles  to  the  northward  of  that  narrow  inlet,  whicK 
unites  Lake  George,  with  Lake  Champlain.  Crown  Peini: 
iiei  more  north ^vard  than  Ticonderoga,  aad  is  utuatc  on  aiil 
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angle  of  land  vvafhed  on  two  fides  by  water   flowing  over 
rocks.     A  deep  morafs  covered  the  third  iide,  except  in  a 
fmall  part,  where    formerly   the  French  had  erefted  lines, 
and    which    ftill    continued,       Thefe     the   Americans  had 
flrengthened  by  additional  works,     Oppofite  to  Ticonde- 
roga,  on  the  eaflerrl  ftiore  the  Americans  had  with  great  in- 
duftry  fortified   a  high  hill   called   Mount    Independence. 
On  the  top  of  it,    which  is  flat,  a  ftar-fort  had  been  erefted, 
containing  extenfive  barracks  well  fupplied  with  artillery, 
The  mountain  ftretched  in  a  flopihg  direction  into  the  water, 
ftrongly  intrenched  to  its   bafe,  fupplied  with  heavy  artil- 
lery.    Midway  up  the  mountain,  another  battery  was  erec- 
ted to  cover  the'Iower  works.     With   infinite  labour  the 
Americans  had  tinited  Ticonderoga  and   Mount   Indepen- 
dence by  a  flrong  bridge  of  communications  over  the  inlet. 
Twenty-two  funken  piers   fupported  the  bridge,  at  equal 
diftances.     Between  the  piers,   floats  were  placed,   faftened 
together  with   chains  and   rivets,  and  bound  to  the  funk- 
en  piers.     On    the    Lake   Champlain  fide  of   the  bridge,  a 
boom,  compofed  of  very   large  timber,   was  ere£led,  faften- 
ed together  by  rivetted  bolts  and  double  chains,  made   of 
iron  an  inch  and  half  fquare.  They  flrengthened  Fort  Schuy- 
ler and  erefted  other    fortifications,  near  the  Mohawk  Ri- 
ver, requifnions  were  made  by  the  commanding  officer,  in 
the  department  for  13,600  men,  as  neceffary  for  the  fecurity 
of  this  diflrift.     The  adjacent  flates  were  urged  to  be  in 
leadinefs  for  an  aftive  campaign. 

Col.  St.  Leger,  with  a  body  of  light  troops  and  Indians 
amounting  to  between  feven  and  eight  hundred  men,  having 
been  previoufly  detached  by  the  way  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
the  Mohawk  river,  in  order  to  make  a!  diverfion  in  favour 
bf  the  Britifh  army,  General  Burgoyne  fet  out  from  St. 
John's  on  the  fixfeenlh  of  June,  1777.  The  naval  force, 
under  the  corrimand  of  Commodore  Lutwych,  preceded  the 
army,  and  opened  ihe  way  for  its  advances^,  detachments  of 
Indians  having  been  previoully  made  from  the  river  Bouquet* 
Their  fleet  proceeded  without  any  cppofitiori,  and  under  its 
j^roteclion  the  troops  were  landed  about  the  middle  of  June, 
and  encamped  at  a  fmail  diftance  from  Crown  Point,  on  tha 
tiorth  fide. 

At  this  place  General  Burgoyne  thought  proper  to  glv^ 
the  Indians  a  war  feail,  and  to  make  a  fpcech  to  them.     The 
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purport  of  it  was,  to  induce  them  to  refrain  from  cruelty, 
and  to  mitigate  their  natural  ferocity. 

Gen.  Burgoyne,  before  he  advanced  to  Ticonderoga,  iffued 
2  manifefto,  in  which,  with  an  ill  judged  policy,  he  threat- 
ened to  punifh,  with  the  utmofl  feverity,  thofe  who  refufed 
to  attach  themfelves  to  the  Britifh  caufe,  magnifying  at  the 
fame  time  the  ferocity  of  the  favages.  Having  remained  at 
Crown  Point  a  few  days,  the  whole  army  proceeded  to  Ti- 
conderoga, 

This  place,  notwithftanding  its  apparent  flrength,  had  one 
difadvantage  to  contend  with.  To  the  fouthward  of  the 
bridge  of  communications,  which  effeftuaily  prevented  any 
attack  by  water  from  the  northern  fide,  was  a  hill  called  Su- 
gar Hill,  which  overlooked  and  commanded  both  the  works 
at  Ticonderoga  and  on  Mount  Independence.  This  hill  the 
Americans  were  unable  to  fortify,  on  account  of  the  want 
of  men  ;  Gen,  St.  Clair,  who  commanded  at  Ticonderoga, - 
not  having  above  3000  men. 

The  Britifh  army  jidvanced  with  great  circumfpeftion  and 
prudence  on  both  fides  of  the  lake,  the  fleet  keeping  in  the 
centre  till  the  army  had  encloled  the  Americans  on  the  land 
fide.  The  royal  army  proceeded  with  grent  expedition  in 
conftruding  works  neceiTary  for  the  inveft.nant  of  that  place. 
By  the  5th  of  July  theie  works  were  completed,  and  a  road 
made  to  the  top  of  Sugar  Hill  for  the  conftruQiion  of  a  bat- 
tery there.  In  thefe  circumdances  Gen.  St.  Clair  refolved 
to  evacuate  the  pod.  The  f.tuation  of  this  oiiicer  was  em- 
barralTing.  Such  was  the  cpnfidence  of  the  States  in  the 
fancied  flrength  of  this  pod,  and  of  the  fuppofed  fuperiority 
of  force  for  its  defence,  that  the  retreat  without  rifking  an 
aftion,  could  not  fail  of  drawing  on  him  the  execration  of 
the  multitude.  To  fland  fliU,  and,  by  fuftering  himfclf  to  be 
furrounded,  to  riik  his  whole  arrny  for  a  fingle  poft,  was 
contrary  to  the  true  inlereft  of  the  States,  la  this  trying 
fituation,  with  the  unanimous  approbation  oi  a  council  of 
war,  -he  adopted  the  refolution  of  facrificing  perfonal  repu- 
tion  to  fave  his  army.  In  confequence  of  this  determination, 
ihe  retreating  army  embarked  as  much  of  their  baggage  and 
{lores  as  they  had  any  profpeft  of  faving,  on  board  baiteaux, 
anddilpatched  them,  under  the  convoy  of  iivc  armed  gullies, 
to  Skeneihorough.  The  army  took  the  Cadle-Town  road, 
ia  order  to  reach  Skenerujioush  by  land.    The  d:;\vn  of  day. 
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on  the  6th  of  July,  difcovered  this  retreat.  The  Britifh  im* 
mediately  began  removing  the  immenfe  work  of  framed  tim- 
ber funk  in  the  water,  and,  after  having  cleared  their  way, 
purfued  the  Americans  with  a  brigade  of  gun-boats.  They 
came  up  with  them  near  the  falls  of  Skenefborough,  engaged 
and  captured  iome  of  the  largeft  gallies,  obliging  the  Ameri- 
cans to  fct  the  others  on  fire,  together  with  a  confiderable 
number  of  their  batteaux.  The  grand  divifion  of  the  army 
under  General  Burgoyne,  in  gun-boats  and  two  frigates, 
followed  and  landed  at  South  Bay.  The  Americans,  after 
letting  fire  to  their  works,  left  Skenefborough.  Gen.  Fra» 
ier,  at  the  head  of  the  advanced  corps,  preffed  hard  upon 
the  rear  of  that  divifion  of  the  Americans  which  had  taken 
the  route  of  Hubberton,  and  which  he  overtook  at  five 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  July.  He  attacked 
the  Americans,  who  maintained  their  poft  with  great  refolu- 
tion. 

Viftory  for  a  long  time  was  doubtful,  but  the  arrival  of  a 
reinforcement  under  the  German  General  Riedefel  decided 
the  fate  of  the  day.  The  Americans,  after  fuftaining  confi- 
derable lofs,  were  obliged  to  give  way. 

The  deftruftion  of  the  gallies  and  batteaux  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  defeat  of  their  rear,  obliged  General  St.  Clair 
to  turn  off  from  Caftleton  to  the  left,  fearful  of  being  inter- 
cepted at  Fort  Anne.  After  a  diftreffing  march  of  feven 
days,  he  joined  General  Sctfiiyler  at  Fort  Edward.  In  the 
mean  time  a  party  of  the  Americans  took  the  road  by  M^ood 
Creek,  in  order  to  proceed  beyond  Fort  Anne.  The  ninth 
regiment  of  the  Britifh  having  been  detached  to  take  poft 
near  that  fort,  overtook  them.  A  warm  engagement  imme- 
diately commenced,  which,  with  various  fuccefs,  lafted 
above  two  hours,  but  at  laft  the  Americans,  after  fctting  fire 
to  Fort  Anne,  were  obliged  to  retreat  to  Fort  Edward.  The 
combined  ftrength  of  this  place  did  not  exceed  four  thou^ 
fand  four  hundred  men,  including  militia. 

The  artillery  loft,  by  the  evacuation  of  the  northern  pofls, 
and  taken  or  deftroyed  in  the  armed  veffels  at  Skenefborough, 
amounted  to  i  28  pieces.  The  iofs  of  provifions  was  alfo 
very  confiderable. 

Such  was  the  rapid  torrent  of  fuccefs,  which  in  this  peri- 
od of  the  campaign  fwept  away  all  oppofition  from  before 
the  Royal  army.     They  were  highly  elated  with  their  good 
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fortune;  confidered  their  toils  to  be  nearly  at  an  end  ;  Alba- 
ny to  be  within  their  grafp,  and  the  conqueft  of  the  adjacent 
provinces  reduced  to  a  certainty.  Before  we  proceed,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  relate  here  a  well  contrived  llrata- 
gem.  General  Schuyler  took  out  of  a  canteen,  with  a  falfe 
bottom,  a  letter  from  a  perfon  in  the  intercft  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  Gen.  Sullivan,  and  prepared  an  anfwer  to  it,  drawn 
up  in  fuch  a  ftrain  as  to  perplex  and  di(lra6t  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
and  leave  him  in  doubt  what  courfe  to  follow.  This  letter, 
which  fell,  as  was  intended,  into  the  Britifh  General's  hands. 
had  the  defired  effeft ;  for  he  was  completely  duped  and  puz- 
zled by  it  for  fevcral  days,  and  at  a  lofs  whether  to  advanc« 
or  retreat. 

General  Burgoyne,  after  remaining  fomc  days  at  Skenef- 
borough,  left  that  place  with  an  intention  of  taking  the  road 
that  leads  to  Hudfon's  river,  and  thence  to  Albany,  in  order 
to  open  a  communication  with  Lake  George,  on  which  he 
had  embarked  the  heavy  artillery  and  baggage.  In  this  un- 
dertaking the  difficulties  M'liich  the  royal  army  had  to  en- 
counter were  infinite;*  but  all  obftacles  were  furmounted  fo 
that  after  making  every  exertion  pofilble,  it  reached  Fort 
Edward,  on  Hudlon's  river,  the  30th  of  July. 

Gen.  Schuyler,  who  at  this  time  commanded  the  Northern 
American  army,  had  po^ed  himielf,  immediately  after  the 
affair  of  Hubberton,  as  already  obferved,  at  Fort  Edward. 
On  the  advance  of  the  Britifh  army  he  retreated  down 
Hudfon's  river  to  Saratoga,  where  he  illued  a  proclamation 
calculated  to  counteraft  the  effeft  intended  to  be  produced 
by  the  manifefto  publifhed  by  Gen.  Burgoyne. 

While  the  Britifh  were  retarded  in  their  advance  by  the 
combined  difficulties  of  nature  and  of  art,  events  took  place, 
which  proved  the  wifdom  and  propriety  of  the  retreat  from 
Ticonderoga.  The  army  favcd  by  that  means,  was  between 
the  inhabitants  and  Gen.  Burgoyne  ;  this  abated  the  panic  of 
the  people,  and  became  a  center  of  rendezvous  for  them  to 


♦This  general  has,  with  mnch  reafon,  been  bUmed  for  adoptinjj 
this  difficult  and  tardy  mo^e  of  condu6i  ;  h\  returning  to  Ticcnderoga, 
and  embarking  again  on  Lake  George,  he  ni^ht  have  eaC!v  proceeded 
to  Foit  George,  where  there  was  a  vvug^on  road  to  the  place  of  hi5  def- 
tiriation,  Foit  Edward. 
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repair  to  :  On  the  other  hand,  had  they  flood  their  ground 
at  Ticonderoga,  they  muft  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  events, 
in  a  fhort  time,  either  have  been  cut  in  pieces,  or  furrcnder- 
ed  themfelves  prifoners    of  war. 

While  danger  v/as  remote,  the  preffing  calls  of  Congrcfs 
for  the  inhabitants  to  be  in  readinefs  to  oppofe  a  diftant  foe 
were  unavailing;  but  no  fooner  had  they  recovered  from 
the  firil  impreflion  of  the  general  panic,  than  they  turned  out 
whh  an  unexampled  alacrity. 

Where  the  Mohawk  falls  into  the  Hudfon's  river   about 
8  miles  from    Albany,  is  an   Ifland    in  the  fhape  of  a  half 
moon,  called  Stillwater.     On  this  place   General  Schuyler, 
polled  his  army,  in  order  to  check  the  progrefs  of  Col.  St. 
LcgcTf  who,  as  already  obferved,  had  been  detached  by  the 
v/ay  of  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Mohawk  river,  to  make  a  di- 
vcrfion  in  favour  of  the  main  army  of  the  Britifh.      Gen, 
Burgoyne  ftill  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Ed- 
ward, where  on  account  of  the  difficulty   of  bringing  the 
jtlores  from  Fort  Edward  to  Hudfon's  river,  his  army  began 
to  experience  great  hardfhips.     At  this  junfture    he  recei- 
ved intelligence  that    Col.  St,   Leger   had  advanced   up  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  had  commenced  his  operations    againd 
Stanwrx,  a  Fort  fituate  on  a  rifing  ground  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  Mohawk  river.     Gen.  Burgoyne  faw  the  neceffity  of 
co-operating  with    Col.   St.   Leger,  and   of  making  a  rapid 
movement  forward.     The  only  difficulty   was  the   want  of 
provihons  ;  and  this  it  was  propofed  to  remedy  by  reducing 
tht  American  magazine  at  B'jnnington,  a  place  about  20  miles 
from  Pludfon's  river.     On  this  expedition  the  German  Col. 
Baum,   was  dilpatched  with  about  fix    hundred   men,  moflly 
Germans,  including  a  detachment  of  Riedelel's  dragoons.    Oa 
the  firft  day  Baum,  furprifed  a  body  of  the  Americans  wh» 
had  affembled  for  the  purpofe  of  oppofing  the  progrefs   of 
his  detachment.     On   the  fecond  day's  march  he   captured 
fome  cattle,   and  routed  a  fmall  party  of  the  Americans  near 
a  village  called  Cambridge.    Here  Baum  was   informed  that 
the  Americans   were   alTembled  from  New-Hampfhn-e,  and 
tJie  borders  of  Conneclicut,  for  the   defence  of  Bennington. 
He   halted  at   Walloon  Creek,  and  tranfmitted   this    intelli- 
^enee  to   Gen.  Burgoyne,  who    fent  a  detachment  of  five 
hundred  Germans  under  the  command  of  Col.  Breyman  to 
his  afllflance. 
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The  American  General  Starke,   v/ith  a  body  of  one  th-ou- 
fand  men  from  New-Hampfnire  and   Maffachufetts,  was  at 
this  period  on  his  route   to  join  Gen.  Schuyler.     Having 
received  intelligence,  however,  of  the  approach   of  Colonel 
Baum,  he  altered  his  courfe  and  haftened  towards  Benning- 
ton, where  joining  the  continental  troops   under    Colonel 
Warner,  he  fet  out  on  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft,  and  by  ten 
o'  clock  in  the  morning,  furrounded  Col.  Baum,  at  St.  Co- 
.  jek's  mill,   on  Walloon  creek.     The  Americans  commenced 
a  furious  attack  on  ail  fides,  and  forced  their  adverfaries  to 
retreat  into  the  woods,  leaving  their  commander   mortally 
wounded  on  the  field  of  battle.     The  favages  who  had  ac- 
companied Baum,  retreated  at  the  commencement  of  the  en- 
gagement.   Fluflied  with  this  vi6lory,  the  Americans  advan- 
ced againfl:  the  detachment  under  Colonel  Breyman,  who  ig- 
norant of  Baum's   defeat,   was  advancing  to  his  relief;  but 
the  obftaclcs  which  the  roads  prefented,  had  retarded  their 
progrefs.     Breyman  came  up  jufl  in  time  to  join  the  fu^a- 
tives  of  Baum's  detachment.      The  Americans  bec^an  a  vi- 
gorous attack  on  him  End  forced  him  to  retreat.     The  lofs  of 
the  Britifli  in  thefe  two  a£lions,  amounted  to  about  700  kil- 
led,   wounded  and    tiken    prifoners.     They  al fo  lod  four 
brafs  field  pieces,  and  four  ammunition  Vvaggons.     The  lofs 
of  the  Americans,  inclufive  of  their  v*'ounded,  was  about 
100  men. 

Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Col.  Baum,  the  royal  ar» 
my,  which  had  advanced  to  Saratoga,  drew  back.  In  the 
mean  time  Col.  St.  Leger  had  commenced  his  attack  upon 
Fort  Stanwix,  a  fmall  fquaie  log  fort,  with  four  baflions  and 
a  ftockaded  covered  way,  without  any  other  out- works.  It 
was  defended  by  Colonels  Ganfevert  and  Willet,  and  -joo 
•  men.  Col.  St.  Leger  had  received  intelligence  that  one  thou- 
sand Americans,  under  the  command  of  General  Harkimer, 
■were  advancing?  to  the  relief  of  the  fort.  He  therefore  dif- 
patched  a  party  of  regulars,  and  a  number  of  favages  into  the 
woods,  to  lay  in  ambufh.  The  Americans  advanced  incau- 
tioufly.  An  unexpected  fire  was  poured  upon  them  from 
behind  trees  and  bufhes,  and  the  favages  rushing  from  their 
concealment,  made  a  dreadful  llaughter.  The  Americans, 
though  furprized,  did  not  retreat  precipitately,  but  recover- 
ed a  TiCing  ground,  wLicli  enabled  them,  by  a  kind  of  run- 
ning light,  to  prefeive  part  of  their  detachineat.  The  bc- 
fic'ged  being  informed  of  Haikimc  I'o  -Jboi-jach,  made  a  lally 
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under  Col.  Willet,  which  was  attended  with  feme  fuccefj. 
Having  received,  however,  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of 
Harkimer,  he  and  another  officer  undertook  a  very  perilous 
expedition.  They  penetrated,  during  night,  through  the 
camp  of  the  befiegers,  and  traverfed  a  fpace  of  fifty  miles, 
through  deferts,  woods  and  moraffes,  in  order  to  bring  relief 
to  the  fort.  The  befieged  treated  every  propofal  for  a  fur- 
render  with  contempt.  Col.  St.  Leger  received  information 
that  General  Arnold,  with  2000  men,  and  ten  pieces  of  can- 
non, was  advancing  rapidly  to  raife  the  fiege.  This  pro- 
duced an  immediate  effe61:  on  the  favages.  A  large  party  of 
them  departed,  which  made  an  immediate  retreat  neceflary. 
The  tents  were  left  ftanding,  and  the  artillery  and  (lores  fell 
into  the  poffeflion  of  the  garrifon.  General  Arnold  had  ad- 
vanced up  the  Mohawk  river  ;  but,  in  order  to  arrive  more 
fpeedily  at  the  place  of  his  deftination,  he  had  left  the  main 
body,  and  moved  rapidly  forward  with  a  body  of  about  900 
men.  He  arrived  at  ths  fort  two  days  after  the  fiege  had 
been  raifed.  His  affiflmcc  being  now  unneceffary,  he  re- 
turned with  his  army  to  reinforce  General  Gates,  who  had  a 
fhort  time  before  taken  the  command  of  the  American  army 
in  the  north. 

The  arrival  of  General  Gates  at  the  army  had  given  frelh 
vigour  to  the  exertions  of  the  inhabitants.  The  militia, 
flufhed  with  their  recent  vi6lory  at  Bennington,  coUefted  in 
•great  numbers  to  his  ftandard.  A  fpirit  of  adventure  burft 
forth  in  many  different  points  of  direftion.  While  General 
JBurgoyne  was  urging  his  preparations  for  advancing  towards 
Albany,  an  enterprize  was  undertaken  (Sept.  13)  by  Gen. 
Lincoln,  to  recover  Ticonderoga  and  the  other  pofts  in  the 
rear  of  the  Britifli  army.  He  detached  Col,  Brown,  with 
500  men,  to  the  landing  at  Lake  George.  The  Colonel  con- 
duced his  operations  with  lo  much  addrefs,  that  he  furprized 
all  the  out-polls  between  the  landing  at  the  north  end  of  Lake 
George,  and  the  body  of  the  Fort  of  Ticonderoga.  He  alfo 
took  Mount  Defiance  and  Mount  Hope,  the  French  line*, 
and  a  block-houfe,  2C0  batteaux,  feveral  gun-boats,  and  an 
armed  fioop,  together  with  290  prifoners.  However,  Col. 
Brown  and  Col.  Johnfon,  the  latter  of  whom  had  been  de- 
tached with  500  men  to  attempt  Mount  Independence,  found 
that  the  reduftion  of  either  that  pod  or  of  Ticonderoga,  wa* 
beyond  theii  ability. 
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ACTION    AT    STILLWATER. 
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"ENER  AL  Burgoyne  having  at  lafl:  coUefted  about  thirty 
days  provifions,  and  a  bridge  of  boats  being  conftruftcd  in 
lieu  of  the  bridge  of  rafts  which  had  been  carried  away  by 
inceflant  rains,  his  whole  army  croffed  Hudton*s  river  oa 
the  13th  and  14th  of  September,  and  encamped  oh  the 
heights  and  plains  of  Saratoga,  with  a  vaft  train  of  artillery^ 
On  the  nineteenth  of  September,  they  advanced  in  front  of 
the  Americans  at  Stillwater.  Their  right  wing  was  com- 
manded by  General  Burgoyne,  and  covered  by  Gen.  Frafer 
and  Col.  Breyman,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry, 
who  were  pofted  along  fome  high  grounds  on  the  right. 
Their  front  and  flanks  were  covered  by  Indians,  Provincials, 
and  Canadians.  Their  left  wing  and  artillery  were  com- 
manded by  Generals  Philips  and  Reidefel,  who  proceeded 
along  the  great  road.  The  nature  of  the  country  preventing 
the  Americans  from  beholding  the  different  movements  of 
the  Britifh  army,  they  detached  a  body  of  five  thouTand  mea 
to  attempt  turning  the  right  wing,  and  attacking  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne  in  the  rear.  Being  checked  in  their  defign  by  General 
Frafer,  they  made  a  rapid  movement,  which  the  peculiar 
fituation  of  the  country  prevented  from  being  difcovered, 
and  advanced  to  attack  the  Britifh  line  on  the  right.  The 
engagement  began  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
19th  of  September,  and  continued  till  after  fun-fet.  The 
conflifl:  was  only  partial  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  but  then  it 
became  general.  A  conflant  blaze  of  fire  was  kept  up,  and 
both  armies  feemed  to  be  determined   on  death  or  viclory. 

The  Americans  were  led  to  the  battle  by  General  Arnold, 
who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 

As  day  light  clofed,  the  Americans  retired,  leaving  the 
Britifh  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle.  The  Britifh  loft  up- 
wards of  500  men,  including  their  killed,  wounded  and  pri- 
foners.     The  Americans,  inclufive  of  the  miffing,  loft  319* 

No  folid  advantages,  however,  refulred  to  the  Britifh 
troops  from  this  encounter.  The  conduft  of  the  Americans 
had  fully  convinced  every  one  that  they  were  able  to  fuftain 
an  attack  in  open  plains  with  the  intrepidity^  the  fpirit  and 
the  coolnefs  of  veterans.  For  four  hours  they  maintained  a 
conteft  hand  in  hand^    and  when  they  retired,  it  was  not  be- 

H        ' 
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caufe  they  were  conquered,  but  becaufe  the  approach  o? 
night  made  a  retreat  to  their  camp,  abfokitely  neceflary. 
This  aftion  though  it  decided  nothing,  "was  followed  by 
important  confequences.  Of  thefe  one  was  the  diminution 
of  the  zeal  of  the  Indians  in  the  Britifh  army.  Fidelity  and 
honour  are  but  feeble  motives  in  the  minds  of  Savages, 
They  had  been  dilappointed  in  their  hopes  of  plunder,  and 
the  check  which  the  EngliOi  had  received  at  Bennington 
and  Fort  Stanwix,  had  chilled  that  ardour  which  they  had 
at  firfl:  manifefted.  They  deferted  Gen,  Burgoyne  in  the 
feafon  when  their  aid  would  have  been  moft  ufeful.  Very 
little  more  perfeverance  was  exhibited  by  the  Canadians  and 
other  Britifh  provincials.  They  alfo  abandoned  the  Britifh 
flandard,  when  they  found,  that  inflead  of  a  flying  and  dif- 
pirited  enemy,  they  had  a  numerous  and  refolute  force  oppo- 
led  to  them. 

Beth  armies  lay  in  fight  of  each  other  for  forne  time,  each 
fortifying  their  camp,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  poffible.  This 
dehy  was  extremely  beneficial  to  the  Americans,  in  as  much 
as  it  enabled  them  to  increafe  the  number  of  men,  and  to 
obtain  a  powerful  reinforcement  of  Ilores  and  provifions, 
from  the  Southern  States. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  expedition.  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne had  promifed  himfelf  a  flrong  reinforcement  from 
that  part  of  the  Britifh  army,  which  was  ftationed  at  New- 
York.  Pie  depended  on  its  being  able  to  force  its  way  to  Al- 
bany, and  to  join  him  there,  or  in  the  vicinity.  With  this 
expeftation  he  had  crofled  Hudfon's  river  and  given  up 
all  communication  with  the   lakes. 

Such  a  diverfion  was  indeed  made  about  this  time.  Sir 
Henery  Clinton  condufted  an  expedition  upon  the  Hud- 
fon's river.  This  confifted  of  about  3000  men,  and  was  ac- 
companied by  a  fuitahle  naval  force.  They  reduced  the 
Forts,  Clinton  and  Montgomery,  in  the  lower  parts  of  Hud- 
fon's river.  The  Americans  deflroyed  Fort  Conflitution, 
and  fet  fire  to  two  new  frigates,  and  fbme  other  veilels. 
Inflead  of  puihing  forward  to  Burgoyne's  encampment  or 
even  to  Albanv,  the  Britifh  fpent  feveral  days  in  laying 
wafle  the  adjacent  country.  Gen.  Tryon,  deflroyed  a  fettle- 
ment  called  Continental  Village,  which  contained  barracks 
for  1500  men.  Sir  James  Wallace,  with  a  flying  fquad- 
ron  of  light  frigates,  and   Gen.  Vaughan,  v\'ith  a  detachment 
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of  land  forceSj  continued  on  and  near  the  river  for  feveral 
days,  delolating  the  country  ncAV  its  margin;  Gen.  Vaughan 
fo  completely  burned  Eibpus,  a  fine  flourifhing  village, 
that  a  fingle  houfe  was  not  left  {landing,  though  on  his  ap- 
proach the  Americans  had  left  the  town,  without  making  any 
refiltance.  While  the  Britifh  by  thefe  wanton  devallations, 
were  doing  milchief  to  individuals  without  ferving  the  caufe 
of  their  royal  m^ader,  they  lofk  the  precious  lime  to  bring 
Gen.  Gates's  army,  by  pufhing  forward,  between  tv/o  nres. 
General  Burgoyne's  difhculties  began  to  increafe  daily. 
The  Americans  had  augmented  their  ftrength  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  render  him  diffident  of  the  poifibility  of  making 
good  his  retreat.  His  army  was  reduced  to  little  more  than 
5000  men,  who  were  limited  to  half  the  ufual  allowance  of 
proviuons.  The  flock  of  forage  was  entirely  exhaufted, 
and  the  horfes  were  perifliing  in  great  numbers  for  the  want 
of  it.  In  addition  to  thefe  circumdances,  General  Burgoyne 
had  yet  received  no  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  General 
Clinton,  or  of  the  diverfion  which  was.  to  be  made.  Envi- 
roned thus  by  difficulty  and  danger,  he  relolved  to  try  the 
difpofition  of  the  Americans,  to  examine  the  poffibility  of 
advancing,  and  of  diflodging  them  from  their  pods  on  the 
left,  which  would  enable  him  to  adopt  the  melancholy  re- 
fource  of  retreating  to  the  lakes.  Purfuant  to  this  determina- 
tion, he  detached  a  body  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  which  he 
headed  himfelf,  being  attended  by  Generals  Philips,  Riede- 
fel,  and  Frafer.  The  Eritifh  camp  was  defended  on  the 
high  grounds  by  Generals  Hamilton  and  Specht  ;  and  the  re- 
doubts and  parts  adjacent  to  the  river  by  brigadier  Gell.  This 
detachment  had  fcarce  formed,  within  leis  than  half  a  mile 
of  the  American  entrenchments,  when  the  Americans  made 
a  furious  attack  on  their  left,  where  the  grenadiers  were 
pofled.  The  Americans  alfo  made  a  movement  round  the 
right  of  the  Britiih,  to  prevent  their  retreat :  but  the -Britiili 
light  infantry  and  the  24th  regiment  inftaaily  tormcd,  in 
order  to  fruftrate  the  intentions  of  the  Americans. 

The  Britifh  left  wing  in  the  mean  time,  was  obliged 
to  retreat,  and  would  inevitably  have  been  cut  to  pieces, 
but  for  the  intervention  of  their  light  infantry,  and  the 
twenty-fourth  regiment.  The  whole  detachment  was  no»v 
under  the  necc!h:y  of  retiring,  with  the  lol^  of  iix  piei  cs 
of  urtiileiy.     Scarce  had   the    BiiUih   troops    entv^rcd  their 
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lines  when  they  were  again  impetuoufly  attacked  by  the 
Americans,  who,  not  with  (landing  a  moft  heavy  fire,  began 
a  furious  ailault  upon  their  intrenchments.  They  were  led 
by  Gen.  Arnold,  who  attacked  Lord  Balcarra's  light  infan» 
try  with  great  eagernefs.  The  refiflance  was  firm,  and  the 
engagement  for  a  long  while  doubtful,  A  wound  which 
Arnold  received,  at  length  gave  the  viftory  to  the  Englifli 
and  the  Americans  were  repulfed  from  this  quarter.  In 
another  however,  they  were  more  fuccefsful,  Theintrench- 
mctits  defended  by  the  German  troops  under  Colonel  Brey- 
xnau  were  carried  f word  in  hand.  The  Colonel  was  killed 
and  his  troops  retreated,  with  the  lofs  of  all  their  baggage, 
artillery,  &c.  Night  clofed  the  dreadful  fcene.  The  Britifk 
officers  fuffered  this  day  more  than  their  common  proportion. 
Among  their  (lain,  were  Gen.  Frafer,  Colonel  Breyman  ; 
and  feveral  other  officers  of  note,  befide  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  wounded.  The  Americans  took  upwards  of  two 
hundred  officers  and  privates  prifoners,  befides  nine  pieces  of 
brafs  artillery  ;  and  the  encampment  of  the  German  brigade 
■with  all  their  equipage.  But  what  was  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence,  they  obtained  from  the  fpoils  of  the  field,  a 
large  fupply  of  ammunition,  under  a  fcarcity  of  which  they 
had  long  laboured. 

General  Burgoyne  was  now  mofl  critically  fituated;  he 
could  not  continue  in  his  prefcnt  pofition  without  a  cer- 
tainty of  deftruflion ;  he  therefore  rcfolved  to  make  a  to- 
tal and  immediate  change  of  pofition.  With  great  fecrecy 
and  filence  the  whole  army  removed,  with  all  their  baggage 
and  artillery  to  the  heights  above  the  hofpital  during  the 
night.  This  movement  reduced  the  Americans  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  making  a  new  difpofition.  On  the  fucceeding  day, 
the  eighth  of  oftober,  the  Britilh  made  feveral  attempts  to 
induce  the  Americans  to  hazard  a  battle.  They  were  howe- 
ver inefFcdual,  and  the  whole  day  was  occupied  in  continu- 
ed fliirmifhes. 

The  Americans  had  refufed  to  hazard  a  battle  becaufe  they 
were  preparing  to  carry  meafures  into  execution  which 
would  have  immediately  completed  the  ruin  of  the  Britiih 
army.  Thefe  were  to  turn  General  Burgoyne's  right,  which 
if  effcfted  would  have  enclofed  him  on  all  fides.  The  Bri- 
tjfli  General,  however  difcovered  thele  intentions  before 
they  wiere  carried  into  execution,    An  inllant  retreat  there^ 
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fore  to  Saratoga  was  now  the  only  alternative  left,  which 
was  effefted  without  any  obfli  uftion  on  the  part  oflF  the 
Americans,  but  it  was  impoffible  to  carry  off  the  (ick  and 
wounded  from  the  hofpitdl.  General  Gjtes,  however,  bo 
behaved  with  his  wonted  humanity,  and  the  unfortunate 
tenants  of  the  hofpital  were  treated  with  all  imaginable  ten- 
dernefs.  When  the  Britifli  arrived  at  the  fords  of  Fiftikill 
Creek,  which  is  fomewhat  towards  the  northward  of  Sarato- 
ga, they  found  the  watchful  Americans  already  occupyinjr 
them,  but  on  the  approach  of  the  retreating  army,  they  reti- 
red over  the  river  Hiidron,to  a  larger  force,  which  had 
been  detached  thither  to  obflruft  the  pafTage  of  the  royal 
troops. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  to  retreat  to  Fort  George. 
Gen.  Burgoyne  detached  a  body  of  artificeis  under  a  ftrong 
efcort  before  the  army,  in  order  to  repair  the  bridges,  and 
open  the  road  to  Fort  Edward.  The  appearance  of  the 
Americans,  however  prevented  the  artificers  from  efFefting 
their  purpofe,  and  they  were  under  the  necclTuy  of  m.'king 
a  precipitate  retreat,  en  account  of  the  deiertion  of  their  ef- 
cort. The  Americans  flretching  along  the  farther  fhore  of 
the  river  Hudfon,  annoyed  the  batteaux  of  the  royal  army 
sn  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  were  forced  to  land  the  provi- 
iions  and  convoy  them  to  the  camp  up  a  deep  hill  ;  the 
Americans  pouring,  during  the  whole  time,  a  m-il:  tremen- 
dous fire  on  the  men  employed  in  this  fervice.  Surrounded 
in  this  manner  by  deftruclion.  Gen.  Burgoyne  relolved  to 
attempt  a  retreat  by  night  to  Fort  Edward,  each  loldier  car- 
rying his  provifions  on  his  back.  Their  artillery  was  to  be 
left  behind.  But  even  this  fad  alternative  was  rendered 
impra£i:icable.  While  the  Britifh  army  were  preparing  to 
march,  they  received  information  that  their  enemies  had  al- 
ready poflfefifed  themfelves  of  the  road  to  Fort  Edward,  and 
that  they  were  well  provided  with  artillery. 

The  fituation  of  the  royal  army  had  now  attained  the  cli- 
max of  difficulty  and  danger.  Abandoned  in  the  mod  criti- 
cal moment,  by  their  Indian  allies,  unfupported  by  their 
brethren  in  New-York,  enervated  by  incelTant  toil,  and 
greatly  reduced  in  their  numbers  by  repeated  battles,  they 
were  invefled  by  a  numerous  army,  without  a  poflibility  of 
retreat,  or  of  procuring  provifions,     A  continual  cann©uade 
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fore  to  Saratoga  was  now  the  only  alternative  left,  which 
was  effefted  without  any  obflj  aftion  on  the  part  off  the 
Americans,  but  it  was  impoflTible  to  carry  off  the  fick  and 
M^ounded  from  the  hofpitHl,  General  Gjtes,  however,  bo- 
behaved  with  his  wonted  humanity,  and  the  unfortunate 
tenants  of  the  hofpital  were  treated  with  all  imaginable  ten- 
dernefs.  When  the  Britifti  arrived  at  the  fords  of  Firtikill 
Creek,  which  is  fomewhat  towards  the  northward  of  Sarato- 
ga, they  found  the  watchful  Americans  already  occupying 
them,  but  on  the  approach  of  the  retreating  army,  they  reti- 
red over  the  river  Hiidfon,to  a  larger  force,  which  had 
been  detached  thither  to  obflru6l  the  pafTage  of  the  royal 
troops. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  to  retreat  to  Fort  George. 
Gen.  Burgoyne  detached  a  body  of  artificeis  under  a  ftrong 
efcort  before  the  army,  in  order  to  repair  the  bridges,  and 
open  the  road  to  Fort  Edward.  The  appearance  of  the 
Americans,  however  prevented  the  artificers  from  effefting 
their  purpofe,  and  they  were  under  the  neccffity  of  making 
a  precipitate  retreat,  en  account  of  the  deiertion  of  their  ef- 
cort. The  Americans  ftretching  along  the  farther  fhore  of 
the  river  Hudfon,  annoyed  the  batteaux  of  the  royal  army 
an  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  were  forced  to  land  the  provi- 
fions  and  convoy  them  to  the  camp  up  a  deep  hill  ;  the 
Americans  pouring,  during  the  whole  time,  a  m;>il;  tremen- 
dous fire  on  the  men  employed  in  this  fervice.  Surrounded 
in  this  manner  by  deftruclion.  Gen.  Burgoyne  relolved  to 
attempt  a  retreat  by  night  to  Fort  Edward,  each  loldier  car- 
rying his  provifions  on  his  back.  Their  artillery  was  to  be 
left  behind.  But  even  this  fad  alternative  was  rendered 
impra6licable.  While  the  Britifh  army  were  preparing  to 
inarch,  they  received  information  that  their  enemies  had  al- 
ready poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  road  to  Fort  Edward,  and 
that  they  were  well  provided  with  artillery. 

The  fituation  of  the  royal  army  had  now  attained  the  cli- 
max of  difficulty  and  danger.  Abandoned  in  the  mod  criti- 
cal moment,  by  their  Indian  allies,  unfupported  by  their 
brethren  in  New-York,  enervated  by  inceffant  toil,  and 
greatly  reduced  in  their  numbers  by  repeated  battles,  they 
were  inveffed  by  a  numerous  army,  without  a  pofiibility  of 
retreat,  or  of  procuring  provilions,     A  continual  cann©iiade 
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pervaded  theif  camp,  and  rifle  and  grape  fhot  fell  in  many 
parts  of  their  lines. 

Every  hope  of  relief  being  now  at  an  end,  on  the  1 3th  of 
Oftober,  1777,  General  Burgoyne  ordered  an  cxaft  ftatement 
to  be  made  of  the  ftock  of  provifions,  which  was  found  not 
to  exceed  feven  or  eight  days  fubfiftence  for  the  troops.  The 
Britiih  General  inflantly  called  a  council  of  war,  at  which 
not  only  field  officers,  but  every  Captain^  was  ordered  to  af- 
fift.  Their  unanimous  opinion  was,  that  their  prefent  fitua- 
tian  juflified  a  capitulation  on  honourable  terms. 

After  various  meffages  between  General  Burgoyne  and  Ge- 
neral Gates,  the  fubfequent  articles  of  Convention  were  fet- 
tled. 

1.  The  troops  under  Lieut.  General  Burgoyne  to  march 
out  of  their  camp  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  the  artillery 
of  the  intrenchmcnts  to  the  verge  of  the  river  where  the  old 
fort  flood,  where  the  arms  and  artillery  are  to  be  left.  The 
arms  to  be  piled  by  word  of  command  from  their  own  officers, 

2.  A  free  palfage  to  to  be  granted  to  the  army  under  Lieut, 
General  Burgoyne  to  Great-Britain,  upon  condition  of  not 
ferving  again  in  North- America  during  the  prefent  conteft; 
and  the  port  of  Bofton  to  be  affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranf- 
ports,  to  receive  the  troops,  whenever  General  Howe  fhall 
fo  order. 

3.  Should  any  carte!  take  place,  by  which  the  army  un- 
der Lieut.  General  Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  ex- 
changed, the  foregoing  article  to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch 
exchange  fhall  be  made. 

4.  The  army  under  Lieut.  General  Burgoyne  is  to  marck 
to  MaHachufetts  Bay,  by  the  eafieft  and  mofl  expeditious  and 
convenient  route;  and  to  be  quartered  in,  near,  or  as  conve- 
nient as  pofiible  to  Boflon,  that  the  march  of  the  troops  may 
not  be  delayed  when  tranfports  arrive  to  receive  them. 

5.  The  troops  to  be  fupplied  on  the  march,  and  during 
their  being  in  quarters,  with  provifions,  by  Major  General 
Gates's  orders,  at  the  fame  rate  of  rations  as  the  troops  of 
his  own  army;  and,  if  polnble,  the  officers,  horfes,  and 
cattle  are  to  be  fuppiied  with  forage  at  the  ufual  rates. 

6.  All  officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  bat-horles,  ancl 
other  cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  moleded  or  fearched  ;  Lt. 
General  Burgoyne  giving  his  honor,  that  there  are  no  pub- 
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lie  flores  contained  therein.  Mnjr  General  Gates  "iv'ill  of 
courfe  take  the  necelTary  meafures  for  the  due  performance 
of  this  article:  fhould  any  carriages  be  wanted  during  the 
march,  for  the  tranfportation  of  officers  baggage,  they  are, 
if  poHible,  to  be  fupplied  by  the  country  at  the  ufual  rates. 

7.  Upon  the  march,  and  during  the  time  the  army  fliall 
remain  in  quarters,  in  the  Maffachufett's-Bay,  the  officers 
are  not,  as  far  as  circumllances  will  admit,  to  be  feparated 
from  their  men.  The  officers  arc  to  be  quartered  according 
to  their  rank,  and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from  affembling 
their  men  for  roll-callings,  and  other  neceffary  purpofesof 
regularity. 

8.  All  corps  whatever  of  Lieut,  Gen.  Burgoyne's  army, 
whether  compofed  of  failors,  batteaux-men,  artificers,  drivers, 
independent  companies,  and  followers  of  the  army,  of  what- 
ever country,  fhall  be  included  in  the  fuileft  fenfe  and  utmoJI: 
extent  cf  the  above  articles,  and  comprehended  in  every  re- 
Ipcfl  as  Britifh  fubje6l5. 

9.  All  Canadians,  snd  perfons  belonging  to  the  Canadi- 
an eftablifument,  connfllngof  failors,  batteaux-men,  artificers, 

drivers,  independent  companies,  and  many  otlier  followers 
of  the  army,  who  come  under  no  particular  defcription,  are 
to  be  permitted  to  return  there:  they  are  to  be  condu^led 
immediately,  by  the  fhorteft  route  to  the  firfl  Britifh  pofl:  on 
Lake  George,  are  to  be  fupplied  with  provihons  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  other  troops,  and  to  be  bound  by  the  fame  con- 
dition of  not  ferving  during  the  prefcnt  conteft  in  North- 
America. 

10.  Paffports  to  be  immediatelv  granted  for  three  officers, 
not  exceeding  the  rank  of  Captains,  who  fhall  be  appointed 
by  Lieut.  General  Burgoyne,  to  carry  dilpatchesto  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  Sir  Guy  C?rleton,  anjd  to  Great-Britain  bv  the 
way  of  New-York  ;  and  Major  General  Gates  engages  the 
p\iblic  faith,  that  thefe  difpatches  fhall  not  be  opened.  Thcfe 
officers  are  to  fet  out  immediately  after  receiving  their  dif- 
patches, and  are  to  travel  by  the  fhorteft  route,  and  in  the 
moft  expeditious  manner. 

11.  During  the  ftay  of  the  trocTJS  in  the  Mi^fTachufetts- 
Bay,  the  officers  are  lo  be  admitted  on  parole,  and  are  to  be 
permitted  to  wear  their  fide  arms. 

12.  Should  the  army  under  Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne  find 
it  neceffary  to  fend  for  their  clothinp  and  other  ba^t^a^e  from 
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Canada,  they  are  to  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  the  moft  conve- 
nient manner,  and  ncceffary  pafTports  to  be  granted  for  that 
purpofe, 

13,  Thefe  articles  are  to  be  mutually  figned  and  exchang- 
ed to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock  ;  and  the  troops  un- 
der Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne  are  to  march  out  of  their  entrench- 
ments at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Horatio  Gates,  Major-General. 

To  prevent  any  doubts  that  might  arife  from  Lt,  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  name  not  being  mentioned  in  the  above  treaty,  Ma- 
jor General  Gates  hereby  declares,  that  he  is  underfload  to 
be  comprehended  in  it,  as  fully  as  if  his  name  had  been  fpc- 
cifically  mentioned. 

Horatio  Gates. 
Camp  at  Saratoga, 
Odober  16,   1777. 

The  number  of  men  who  furrendercd,  amounted,  includ- 
ing Canadians  and  Brlti{h  Provincials,  to  near  fix  thoufand. 
The  fick  and  wounded  in  the  hofpitals  amounted  to  fix  hun- 
dred;  and  it  was  computed  that  their  lofs  in  killed,  taken, 
and  deferred,  fubfequent  to  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  was 
near  three  thoufand  men.  The  ftores  which  the  Americans 
acquired  were  confiderablc.  The  captured  artillery  confifted 
of  35  brafs  field-pieces.  There  were  alfo  4647  mufkets,  and 
a  varietv  of  other  ufeful  and  much  wanted  articles,  which  fell 
into  their  hands.  The  Continentals  in  Gen.  Gates's  army 
were  9093,  the  militia  4100;  the  number  of  militia,  howe- 
ver, was  conllantly  fluftuating. 

Such  was  the  melancholy  event  of  a  campaign  from  which 
the  Britifn  expefted  the  moil  important  benefits.  The  cap- 
ture of  General  Burgoyne  was  the  hinge  on  which  the  revo- 
lution turned.  While  it  encouraged  the  perfeverance  of  the 
Americans  by  well  grounded  hopes  of  final  fuccefs,  it  en- 
crcafed  the  embarrailments  of  that  Miniftry  which  had  fo  in- 
effeftually  laboured  to  compel  their  iubmiilion. 

In  a  fhort  time  after  the  Convention  was  figned,  General 
Gates  moved  forward  to  ftop  the  devaftations  of  the  Britifti 
on  the  North  river.  But  on  hearing  ©f  the  fate  of  Burgoyne, 
Vaughan  and  Wallace  retired  to  New-York. 

Immediately  after  the  furrender  of  the  troops,  commanded 
by  General  Burgoyne,  they  were  marched  to  the  vicinity  of 
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Boflon.  From  the  general  utiwillingnefs  of  the  people  to 
oblige  them,  it  was  impoffible  to  provide  immediately  for  i'o 
large  a  number  of  officers  and  ioldiers,  in  luch  a  manner  as 
from  the  articles  of  the  Convention  they  might  reafonably 
expeft.  The  officers  remonftrated  to  General  Burgos  ne, 
that  fix  or  feven  were  crowded  together  in  one  room,  with- 
out any  regard  to  their  relpedive  ranks,  in  violation  of  the 
7th  article  of  the  convention.  Gen.  Burgoyne  forwarded 
this  account  to  General  Gates,  and  added,  "  the  public  faith 
is  broken."  This  letter  corroborated  an  apprehenfion,  pre- 
vioufly  entertained,  that  the  captured  troops,  on  their  em- 
barkation, would  make  a  junction  wkh  the  Britifh  garrifons 
in  America.  The  declaration  of  the  General,  that  "  the 
public  faith  w-is  broken'*  while  in  the  power  of  Congrefs, 
■was  confidered  by  them  as  deflroying  the  fccurity  which 
they  before  had  in  his  perfonal  honour:  for  in  every  event 
he  might  adduce  his  previous  notice  to  juftify  his  future  con- 
duft.  They  therefore  refolved,  "  That  the  embarkation  of 
General  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  be 
poftponed  till  a  diftinQ;  and  explicit  ratification  of  the  Con- 
vention of  Saratoga  be  properly  BotiEed  by  th-c  Court  of 
Great-Britain  to  Congrels. 


EUROPEAN     PROCEEDINGS      CONNECTED      WITH    THE      AME- 
RICAN      REVOLUTION, 

X  HE  confequences  which  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army 
produced  in  Europe  were  of  great  moment.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain the  mod  faaguine  expetlations  had  been  raifed  from  the 
Canada  expedition,  the  rapid  iucceis  of  which,  in  its  firft  Ra- 
ges Teeming  to  promife  the  mod  fortunate  ilTue.  A  junftion 
of  the  northern  army  with  that  of  New  York  was  confident- 
ly expected  ;  it  was  hoped  that  by  thisjunftion  a  decifive 
blow  would  be  given  to  the  rebellion,  by  cutting  off  the 
northern  from  the  middle  and  louthern  dates.  The  Britifh 
nation,  elevated  with  fuch  hopes,  and  encouraged  to  cheriflx 
them  by  the  firil  intelligence  from  Canada  which  brought  an 
account  of  the  almoTt  inflantaricous  reduftion  of  Ticonde- 
roga,  and  the  delxruftion  or  capture  of  the  American  naval 
force  in  the  Lake  Champlain,  fuffered  proportionate  diiap- 
pointmeat  upon  hearing  of   the  ultimate  failure   of  the  ex- 

X 
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pcdition,  and  the  total  lofs  of  the  army.     But  if  the  difap- 
pointment  of  the  Britifli  nation  was  great,  that  of  the  mini- 
ilry  was  ftill  greater  ;  and  in  a   fit  of  defpondency  it  would 
feem,  they  determined,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  of  getting 
rid  of  a  troubJefome  and  expenfive   war,  to  give  up   every 
thing    for  which   they   had    orginally   contended.      To    the 
furprize  of  all  and  to  the  no  fmall  mortification   of  thofe  who 
had   hitherto    zealoufly  fupported    the    meafures  of    admi- 
niflration,  the  minifter  in  the  month  of  February  1778,  intro- 
duced two  bills  into  the   Houfe  of  Commons,  which  were 
paffed  through  both  houfes  of  parliament  "v^ith  great  difpatch, 
and   received  the  royal  affent  on  the   nth  of  March.     By 
the  firft  of    thefe  the  duty  payable  on    tea    imported   into 
America,  which    was    the  original    caufe   of   difpute,     was 
repealed  and  a  legiflative   declaration    was    made,    that   the 
King  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  would  not  in  future 
impofc  any  tax  or  duty  whatfoever  payable  in  the  colonies, 
except  only  fuch  as  fhould  be  neceffary  for  the  regulation  of 
trade,  and  in  fuch   cafe  that  the  nett  produce  of  the  duty  fo 
impofed  fhould  be  applied  to  the  particular  ufe  of  that  colo- 
ny in  which   it  fhould  be   coUefted  in  the  fame   manner  as 
other  duties  collefted  under  the  authority   of  the  affemblies. 
By  the  other  of  thefe  afts,  authority  was  given  to  the   King 
to  appoint  commifTioners  with  full  powers  to  treat,  confult 
and  agree,  with  any  affemblies  of  men  whatfoever  in  America 
and  even  with  individuals,  concerning  any  grievances  exit- 
ing in  the  goverment  of  any   of  the  colonies  ;  or  in  the  laws 
of  Great  Britain  extending  to   them,  concerning  any  contri- 
bution to  be  furnifhed  by  the  colonies,  and  concerning  any 
other  regulations  which  might  be  for  the  common  good  of 
both  countries  ;  with  a  provifo,  however,  that  fuch  agree- 
ment fhould  not  be  binding  until  ratified  by  parliament.    But 
in  the  following  inflances  the  commifTioners  were  to  be  in- 
vefled   with  abfolute  power,  exercifeable  however,  accord- 
ing to    their   difcretion,  for  proclaming  a  cefTation   of  hof- 
tilities  by  fea  and  land,  for  opening  an  intercourle  with  the 
mother  country,  for  fufpending   the  operations  of  all  a6ts  of 
parliament   relating  to  the  North  American  colonies.   pafTed, 
fince  the  tenth  of  February  1763,  and  for  granting  pardons 
to  all  deicriptions  of  perfons. 

This  moment  of  defpondenc}'',  hunvliation,  and  debafement 
wa*  feizcd  by  the  court  of  Vei  failles,  to  give  a  fatal  blow  to 
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the  over  grown  power  of  her  rival.  Ever  fmce  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolution  the  Americans  had  been  encou- 
raged in  their  oppofition  to  Great  Britain,  by  fee  ret  a  (Tu  ran- 
ees of  afiiftance  from  the  court  of  France,  and  by  fupplies 
of  money,  arms,  and  ammunition,  clandeftincly  conveyed  to 
them.  The  French  were  in  the  mean  time  making  prepara- 
tions;  and  their  original  defign  was,  probably,  to  abftain 
from  an  open  declaration,  until  Great  Britain  and  the  Ame- 
rican States  had  mutually  weakened  each  other  in  their  ci- 
vil contention.  But  the  difafter  which  happened  to  Gen. 
Burgoyne's  army,  and  the  confequent  conciliatory  meafures 
about  to  be  adopted  by  the  Britifh  cabinet,  at  lafl  obliged 
them  to  throw  of  the  mafque.  They  knew  that  the  Ameri- 
cans, notwithftanding  their  fuccefs  at  Saratoga,  Hill  labour- 
ed under  very  great  difficulties;  and  that  for  want  of  in- 
ternal refources,  whilfl  their  foreign  trade  was  almofl  anni- 
hilated by  the  Britifh  cruifers,  it  was  impofTible  for  them, 
without  affiftance  to  keep  a  rerpe£^able  army  in  the  field, 
for  any  length  of  time;  and  they  dreaded,  left  under  luch 
unpromifing  circumflances,  they  fhould  be  induced  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  which  they  knew  were  to  be  offered  to  them. 
To  prevent  this,  and  to  defeat  the  eifeO:  of  the  conciliatory 
meafures  about  to  be  adopted  by  the  Britifh  cabinet,  two  trea- 
ties were  now  entered  into  between  the  French  King  and 
the  Thirteen  United  States  ;  one  of  commerce,  and  another 
of  defenfive  alliance  ;  which  were  finally  figned  at  Paris, 
the  6th  of  February  1778,  by  the  Chevalier  Gerard,  in  be- 
half of  the  French  King,  and  by  Dr.  Franklin,  Silas  Deane, 
and  Arthur  Lee,  in  behalf  of  the  American  States.  The 
firft  of  thefe,  as  its  title  imports,  was  intended  to  regulate  the 
commerce  to  be  carried  on  between  the  countries  of  the  con- 
trafting  parties  ;  and  the  principal  objeft  of  the  other  was 
to  fecure  the  fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  colonies; 
it  being  flipulated,  that  if  a  war  in  confequence  of  this  treaty 
ftiould  break  out  between  Great  Britain  and  France  the  two 
contrafting  parties  fhould  mutually  affifl  each  other,  according 
to  their  power  and  ability,  and  that  peace  fhould  not  be  made 
without  the  confent  of  both,  nor  until  the  fovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  colonies,  both  in  matters  of  govern- 
jnent  and  commerce,  fhould  be  cxprcfsly  or  tacitly  ackn,ov/= 
Icdged  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
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Intelligence  of  the  engagements  between  France  and  Ame- 
rica was  quickly  tranfmiited  by  the  Britifh  Ambafiador  zi  Pa- 
ris, Lord  Stormont,  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  ;  and  this  was  the 
caufe  why  the  conciliatory  bills  were  paffed  with  fo  much  dif- 
patch  through  the  two  houfes  of  parliaaient.  It  was  hoped  that 
thoy  might  reach  America,  before  the  Congrefs  had  received 
intelligence  of  what  had  been  done  in  France,  and,  that  they 
might  be  apprifed  of  what  was  intended,  even  before  it  was 
compleated,' rough  drafts  of  the  bills,  as  foon  as  they  v/erc 
introduced  into  parliament,  were  immediately  difpatched  to 
the  Britifh  commander  in  chief  in  America,  to  be  forward- 
ed to  Congrefs.  On  their  arrival  in  America,  they  were 
fent  to  Congrefs  then  at  York-Town.  When  they  were  re- 
ceived, on  the  2ifl  of  April,  Congrefs  was  uninformed  of 
the  t-reaty  which  their  deputies  had  lately  concluded  at  Pa- 
ris. A  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  thefe  bills  and 
l-erjr>rt  on  them.  Their  report  was  brought  in  the  day  fol- 
lowing and  adopted.  The  Britifh  plan  ,  for  conciliation  be- 
ing wholly  founded  on  the  idea  of  the  flates  returning  to 
their  allegiance,  it  was  utterly  rcjc£led.  The  Britifh  com- 
miiTioners  for  peace,  who  lometime  after  arrived  in  Ame- 
rica, were  not  more  fuccefsful.  They  received  an  anfwer 
of  Congreis,  which  fhewed  that  all  negociation,  except  upon 
the  ground  of  acknowledging  their  independence,  would  be 
unavailing,  and  mat  nothing  but  conqueft  could  reunite  the 
colonies  to  the  Britifh  Empire, 

On  the  2d  of  May,  Silas  Deane  arrived  at  York  Town,  with 
copies  of  the  treaties  already  mentioned,  entered  into  by  the 
French  Kitig  and  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  which  were 
received  with  heartfelt  joy. 

Somewhat  more  than  a  month  previous  to  the  failing  of  the 
Britifh  commifTioners,  the  French  ambafiador,  by  order  of  his 
court  formally  notified  to  that  of  London,  the  nature  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  between  his  fovereign  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  and  fome  days  after  quitted  London,  and 
returned  to  France,  about  the  fame  time  that  the  Britifh  Am- 
bafiador quitted  Paris.  This  notification  was  confidered  as 
amounting  to  a  dtcbration  of  war,  and  although  war  was  net 
aftually  <leclared  both  kingdoms  rigoroufly  prepared  for  open 
hofl'hiies. 

We  now  return  to  the  two  armies  which  we  left  towards 
the  cl'oie  of  the  pieicnt  campaign  in  Pennlylvania. 
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General  Wafliington,  ioon  after  the  furrenderof  tlie  Brit- 
ifh  northern  army,  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from 
the  army  under  the  command  of  General  Gates.  With  this 
increafed  force  he  took  a  pofition  near  White  Mirfh,  which 
in  a  militarv  point  of  view  was  admirable.  On  the  4<:h  of 
D-^cember,  General  Howe,  who  had  new  enterprizes  in  view, 
marched  out  of  Philadelphia  with  almoft  his  whole  force, 
expefting  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  He  marched  to 
the  right  of  the  Americans,  and  made  every  appearance  of  an 
intention  to  attack  the  American  camp.  Several  days  pafTed 
away,  during  which  fome  fkirmifhes  took  place.  A  general 
aftion  was  hourly  expeft^  d,  but  after  various  marches  and 
counter-marches,  the  Britifli  filed  off  from  their  right,  in 
full  march  for  Philadelphia.  Soon  after  thefe  events,  Gen. 
Smallwood,  with  a  corps,  was  pofted  at  Wilmington,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  General  Wafhington,  with  the 
main  armv,  retired  to  winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  fix- 
teen  miles  dift^nt  fron  Philadelphia.  This  pofition  was  pre- 
ferred to  diftant  and  more  comfortable  villages,  as  bein^^  cal- 
culated to  give  the  moffc  exteniive  fecuritv  to  the  country  ad- 
jacent to  Philadelphia.  Some  hundreds  of  the  Americans 
were  without  fhoes,  {lockings,  or  blankets.  Whilft  the 
Britifh  enjoyed  all  the  conveniences  which  an  opulent  city- 
afforded,  the  former  had  to  fit  down  in  a  wood,  in  the  latter 
end  of  December,  and  to  build  huts  for  their  accommodation. 
The  cheerfulncfs  with  which  the  General  and  his  army  fub- 
mitted  to  fpend  a  fcvere  winter  in  fuch  circumftances  rather 
than  leave  the  country  expofed  by  retiring  farther,  demon- 
jftrated  as  well  their  patriotifm  as  their  fixed  refolution  to 
fuffer  every  inconvenience  in  preference  to  fubmiilion. 
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X  HE  winter  and  fpring  paffed  away  without  any  more  re- 
markdble  events  in  either  army,  than  a  few  fuccefsful  excur- 
fions  of  parties  from  Philadelphia  to  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try, for  the  purrofe  of  bringing  in  fupplies,  plundering  or 
deftroying  property. 

The  firiiaftive  meafure  of  this  csmpaisin,  on  the  fide  of  the 
Britifh,  was  the  evacuation  of  Phibdeiphis,    and  ihe  reueat 
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of  their  army  to  New-York.  Through  the  interference  of  a 
hoftile  maritime  power,  the  command  of  the  fea  was  about 
to  be  difputed  by  the  contending  parties.  Hence  greater  cLr- 
cumfpeftion  became  necefiary  in  the  choice  of  ports  for  th6 
Britifti  army.  It  was  uncertain  where  the  French  might  at- 
tempt to  flrike  a  blow  ;  whether  upon  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, or  in  the  Weft-Indies.  It  was  therefore  neceffary  that 
the  Britifh  army  fhould  occupy  a  flation  from  wliich  rein- 
forcements might  be  fent  with  eafe  and  expedition  wherever 
they  fhould  be  required.  Philadelphia  being  an  hundred  miles 
diliant  from  the  fea,  and  communicating  with  it  only  by  a 
"winding  river,  was  not  adapted  to  luch  a  purpofe.  Orders 
were  therefore  fent  from  England  for  the  evacuation  of  Fhda- 
delphia,  which  was  effefted  at  three  in  the  morning,  on  the 
i8th  of  June,  the  Britifh  army  retiring  to  the  point  of  land 
below  the  town  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Delaware 
and  the  Schuylkili,  where  the  boats  and  velTels  belonging 
to  the  Britifh  navy  were  ready  to  receive  them.  They  paffed 
the  Delaware  unmolefted,  and  were  encamped  on  the  Jerfey 
iliore,  by  ten  in  the  forenoon. 

General  Wafhington  having  penetrated  into  the  defign  of 
the  Britifh  commander  to  evacuate  Philadelphia,  had  previ- 
oufly  detached  General  Maxwell  with  a  brigade  into  New- 
Jerfey,  with  orders  to  affemble  the  militia,  break  down  the 
bridges,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power  impede  and  harrafs 
the  Britifh  troops  in  their  retreat,  until  he,  with  the  main 
army,  fhould  crofs  the  Delaware,  and  fall  upon  their  rear. 

The  route  of  the  Britifh  army  was  along  the  eaftern  bank 
of  the  Delaware,  as  high  as  Trenton.  General  Walliington 
therefore  was  obliged  to  make  a  confiderable  circuit  to  crofs 
it  higher  up.  A  little  to  the  left  of  the  moft  northerly  road 
leading  from  Trenton  to  New-Yoik,  the  country  of  New- 
Jerfey  becomes  high  and  mountainous.  This  country  Gen, 
"Wafnington  entered  when  he  paffed  the  Delaware  at  Correll's 
Ferry.  The  flow  movement  of  the  Britifli  army  indicated  a 
defign  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  now  commanded  the  Brit- 
ifh army,  to  draw  General  Wafhington  from  his  advantage- 
ous fituation,  and  either  force  aw  engagement  in  the  level 
touniry,  or,  by  4  rapid  movement,  g^in  the  high  grounds 
which  the  Americans  had  quitted.  This,  Gen.  Wafhington 
guarded  againft,  by  keeping  for  fome  time  a  cautious  dif^ 
tanc6,  iendiiig  forward  dcuchiiienu  of  light  tioops  to  watth 
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the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  hang  on  its  flanks  and  rear. 
The  courfe  of  the  Britifh  army  now  pointed  from  the  Dela- 
ware, and  the  farther  it  advanced  in  this  new  direftion.  the 
inpre  General  Wafhington  ftrengthened  his  detachmenu*      • 


BATTLE     OF    MONMOUTH^ 

V  V  HEN  Sir  Henry  Ch'nton  had  advanced  to  AIIen-tGwn, 
he  determined,  inftead  of  keeping  the  direft  courfe  towards 
Statenjfland,  to  take  the  road  which  led  to  Sandy  Hook, 
as  that  which  prefented  the  feweft  impediments  to  obftru^ 
his  progrefs.  Along  this  road,  therefore,  the  Britifh  army 
was  ordered  to  march  ;  and  having  proceeded  fome  miles, 
they  encamped  on  the  27th  of  June,  on  fome  high  grounds 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freehold  court-houfe,  in  thecoun- 
tyof  Monmouth.  General  Wafhington  had  fo  powerfully 
reinforced^  his  advanced  detachments,  that  the  xMarquis  de 
la  Fayette  firft,  and  afterwards  General  Lee,  were  in  fuccef- 
fion  fent  to  take  the  command  of  them.  They  had  taken 
pod  at  Englifh  Town,  a  few  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  Britifa 
army.  General  Wafhington,  with  the  main  body  of  the  Ame^ 
rican  army,  encamped  about  three  miles  in  the  rear  of  his 
advanced  corpjs. 

Such  was  the  difpofition  of  the  two  armies,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  twenty- feventh  of  June.     The  American  General 
relolved    to  make   an  attack  the  following    morning,  before 
the    Britifh    troops    fiiould  reach   an    advantageous  pofition, 
about  twelve  miles  in  their  front.     Orders  were  accordingly 
lent  to  Gen.   Lee,   to   begin  the  attack    with    the  advanced 
corps  as  loon  as  the  Britifh  army   fliould  be  in  motion,  with 
an  intimation  that  Gen.  Walhin^on  with  the  m^in  body  of 
his  anTiy  would  advance  and  fupport  him.     Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton  fenfibleof   the  ap-roach    of   the  Americans  made'a  new 
difpofition  in    order  more   effectually  to  proteft  his  baggage. 
The  Britifh    army  marched  m  two  divifions;   the  van  com- 
manded by  Gen.   Knyphaufen,   and  the  rear  by  Lord   Corn- 
wallis  ;  but   the  whole    of   the  baggage   was   now  put  under 
the  care  of    Gen.   Knyphaufen's  divifion,  that  their  rear  di- 
vifion,  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  being  difencumbered,  might 
be  ready  to  ad  with  vigor,  as    circumftances  fhould  reauirc. 
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This  arrangement  being  made,  Geu.  Knyphaufen's  divifi- 
on,  coniifting  of  the  German  troops,  the  yagers  excepted,  the 
fecond  battalion  of  light  infantry,  with  the  baggage,  march- 
ed at  break  of  day  on  the  28th  of  June,  whilft  the  other 
divilion,  headed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  did  not  move  till 
near  eight,  that  it  might  not  prefs  too  clofe  upon  their  bag- 
gage, which  was  fo  enormous  as  to  occupy  a  line  of  march 
of  near  twelve  miles  in  extent.  The  rear  guard  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  army  had  fcarcely  defcended  from  the  heights  of  Free- 
hold into  a  plain  of  three  miles  in  length  and  one  in  breadth, 
when  the  advanced  corps  of  the  American  army  appeared, 
defcending  into  the  plain  from  the  fame  heights  which  the 
Britifh  army  had  juft  before  quitted.  Sir  fjenry  Clinton, 
about  the  fame  time,  was  informed  that  large  columns  of  the 
Americans  were  feen  marching  on  his  flanks,  which  confirm- 
ed him  in  his  firft  opinion,  that  the  defign  of  the  enemy  was 
upon  his  baggage;  and  as  that  was  now  engaged  in  defiles 
which  would  continue  for  a  confiderable  diftunce,  no  other 
mode  of  affording  relief  to  Gen.  Knyphaulen's  divifion  ap- 
peared to  him  fo  eligible,  as  that  of  makii^g  a  vigorous  attack 
upon  the  corps  which  appeared  in  his  rear,  which,  if  luc- 
ceisful,  would  compel  the  American  commander  to  recall 
the  detachments  lent  forward  on  hib  flanks. 

The  Britifh  made  a  difpofition  for  commencing  the  attack 
in  the  plain;  but  before  it  could  be  carried  into  execution 
the  Americans  retired  and  took  poft  on  the  high  ground, 
from  which  they  had  before  defcended.*  The  Britifh  troops, 
afcended  the  heights  and  attacked  the  Americans  with  fo 
much  fpirit,  that  they  were  obliged  to  give  way.  In  this 
critical  moment  Gen.  Wafhington  came  up  with  the  main 
body  of  his  army,  and  took  poffefTion  of  fome  flrong  ground 

*  The  conduft  of  General  Lee,  on  this  day,  vk-bich  was  fo  feverely 
arraigned  by  the  Americans,  was  worthy  ofapptaufe.  He  had  beer  be- 
trayed aciofs  forae  nr.rrow  paffcs  of  a  marih,  by  the  perfuaiion,  that  he 
bad  to  deal  with  a  icar-guard  of  only  two  or  three  battalions.  When 
he  fuddenly  perceived  fix  thcufand  men,  forming  to  leceive  him  he 
retired  with  fuch  quicknefs  and  decifion,  though  not  attacked,  that  he 
repaflcd  the  marlh  before  the  Britifli  line  was  in  rcadinefs  to  move. 
Had  he,  in  expeftation  of  fupport,  ramntained  his  ground  on  the  plain, 
until  the  enemy  had  attacked  him,  he  muft  have  been  oveipowered, 
ai.d  would  not  have  had  any  retreat. 
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behind  a  defile,  over  which  the  Britifh  troops  mufl:  neceCa- 
rily  pafs  in  purfuit  of  the  retreating   corps,  by  this  judicious 
pofition,  he   probably   faved    his  advanced   corps  from  total 
ruin.     The  check  the  Britifh  received  afforded  time  to  make 
a  difpofition  of  the  left  wing,and  iecond  line  of  the  American 
army  in  the  wood,  and  on  an  eminence  to  which  Lee  was  re- 
treating.    On   this,  fome  cannon  were  placed  by  Lord  Ster- 
ling,  who  commanded  the  left  wing.      Gen.  Green,  took  an 
advantageous  pofition,  oa  the  right  of    Lord  Sterling,     The 
Britifh  now  attempted  to  turn  the  left    flank  of   the  A.meri- 
cans,  but    were    repulfed.     They  alfo   made  a  movement  to 
the  right,  but   Gen.  Green  with  artillery  difappointed  their 
defign.     Gen.   Wayne,  now  advanced  with  a  body  of  troops, 
and  kept  up  a  fevere  and  well  dired;ed  fire.     The  en«my  re- 
tired and  took  the  pofition  which  Lee    had  before  occupied. 
Here  their  flanks  were  fecuredby  thick  woods  and  xnorafTes, 
while  their  front  could  be  approached  only  through  a  narrow 
pafs.    Night  put  a  ftop  to  any  further  operations.  Gen.  WaiK- 
ington,   intended,  to  resew  the  aftion  the  next  day,  but  the 
Britifh  commander  being  confident  that  the  end  was  gained, 
for  which  the  attack  had  been  made,  marched  his  troops  fi- 
lently  away  in    the  night,   leaving  behind   him  four  officers 
and  about   forty  privates^  ill    fo  badly   wounded,  that  they 
could  not  be  removed. 

In  the  different  engagements  of  this  day,  the  lofs  of  the 
Britifh  army  inliilled,  wounded  and  miffing,  and  thofe  who 
died  of  fatigue,  amounted  to  three  hundred  fifty  eight  men, 
including  twenty  officers.  Such  was  the  extreme  heat  of 
the  day,  that  three  fergeants,  and  fifty  fix  men,  dropped  dead 
without  a  wound.  The  lofs  of  the  Americans  in  killed  and 
wounded  wab  about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  including  thirty 
officers.  The  miifing  amounted  to  one  hundred  thirty,  but 
many  of  them,,  having  only  dropped  through  heat  and  fa-tigue 
foon  joined  the  army.  , 

The  Britifn  army  proceeded  on  its  march,  until,  the  bag--^ 
gage  having  reached  Sandy-Hook,  there  was  no  farther  ap- 
preheafion  for  its  fecurity.  The  Britifh  fleet  from  the  Dela- 
ware A'as  there  ready  to  receive  it  ;  ap.d  whilfl  preparatioas 
^vere  making,  by  a  bridge  of  boats  for  tranfporting  ihe  Bii- 
ti.fh  troops  acrofs  an  inlet  of  the  fca,  which  leparatcs  Sandy 
Hojk  from  the  continenr,  Sir  Henrv  Clinton,   .viih  liie  army  ■ 

K         ' 
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under  his  command,  lay  for  two  days  encamped  at  the  diH 
tance  of  fome  miles  in  the  country,  expefting  an  attack 
i^rom  Gen.  Vv^'afiiington.  But  the  American  army,  after  the 
aftion  of  Monmouth,  marched  to  the  North  River.  The 
Britifh  General  proceeded  from  his  camp  to  Sandy  Hook, 
whert  hl's^army  was  embarked  on  the  fifth  day  of  July,  and 
the  farrie  day  landed  at  New  York. 
-  Gen.  Wafhington,  with  his  army,  encamped  at  the  White 
Plains,  a  few  miles  beyond  Kingfbridge,  where  the  Britifh, 
though  only  a  few  miles  diflant,  did  not  moleft  them.  Thev 
remained  in  this  pofition  from  an  early  day  in  July,  'till  a 
late  one  in  the  autumn,  and  then  the  Americans  retired  to 
Middle-Brook  in  Jerfey,  where  they  built  themfelves  huts 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  done  at  Valley  Forge. 

The  Britifh  having  departed  from  Philadelphia,  Congrefs, 
after  an  abfence  of  nine  m.onths,  returned  to  the  former  feat 
of  their  deliberations,  and  foon  after  gave  a  public  audience 
to  M.  Gerard,  the  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Court 
of  France.  It  afforded  ample  materials  for  philofophic  con- 
templation, that  the  fame  fpot,  which,  in  lefs  than  a  centu- 
ry, had  been  the  refidence  of  favages,  fhould  become  the  the- 
atre ©n  which  the  reprefentatives  of  a  new,  free,  and  civil- 
ized nation,  gave  a  public  audience  to  a  Minifter  Plenipoten- 
tiary, from  one  of  the  oluefl  and  mod  powerful  kingdoms 
of  Europe, 

The  French,  as  foon  as  they  had  determined  to  take  an 
open  and  aftive  part  in  behalf  of  the  Americans,  began  im- 
mediately to  arm  by  fea.  At  Toulon  they  equipped  a  Fleet 
of  twelve  fhips  of  tHe  line  and  fix  frigates;  which,  with  a 
confiderable  number  oif  troops  on  board,  failed  frotn  thence 
on  the  thirteenth  of  April,  under  the  command  of  the  Count 
d'Eftaing;  but  from  adverfe  winds,  did  not  pafs  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar  till  the  fifteenth  of  May,  and  arrived  on  the 
eoafl  of  Virginia  on  the  5th  of  July,  the  fame  day  on  which 
the  Britifh  army  had  embarked  at  Sandy  Hook.  Had  he 
found  the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  and  their  army  in 
Philadelphia,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine  what  might  have 
been  the  confequence  of  a  joint  operation  between  him  and 
General  Wafhington. 

*  The  Britifli  Miniflry,  who  vP-ere  not  unapprized  of  the 
equipment  of  the  French'fleet  under  the  ccm.mand  of  Count 
EJ^Eftaing,  got  ready  a  fleet  of  an  equal  number  of  fiiips,  the 
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command  of  which  was  given  fee  Vice  Admiral  Byron.  This 
fleet  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  ninth  of  June. 

The  Count  D'Eftaing,  difappointed  in  his  firft  fchem.e  by 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  he  received  intelli- 
gence whilft  he  lay  off  the  mouth  of  the  Chefapeak,  coafted 
along  the  American  fhore  to  the  northward,  and  on  the  ele- 
venth of  July  appeared  off  Sandy-Hook. 

The  Britifh  fleet  then  in  the  harbour  of  New-York,  altho* 
much  inferior  to  the  fleet  under  D'Eftaing,  was  nevertbelefs 
refpeftable  :  the  fliips  being  well  manned,  and  ably  officered. 
It  confifled  of  fix  fliips  of  the  line,  and  four  of  fifty  guns,, 
with  a  number  of  frigates  and  Imaller  vefTels.     The  fight  of 
the  French  fleet  raifed  all  the  adive  paflions  of  their  adverfa-  . 
ries.      Irritated  againfl  the  French,    for  interfering  in  what  , 
they  called  a  domeftic  quarrel,    the  BriliHi  difplayed  a  fpirit 
of  zeal  and  bravery  which  could  not  be  exceeded.      A  Brit- 
iCh  fleet  blocked  up  in  one  of  its  own  ports  was  fuch  a  phce- 
nGmen,on  as  filled  them  with  indignation. 

The  French  fleet  continued  without  the  Hook  for  eleven 
days,  during  which  time  the  Britifh  had  the  mortification  of 
feeing  the  blockade  of  their  fleet,  and  the  capture  of  about  . 
twenty  veffels  under  Englifh  colours.  On  the  twenty-fe- 
cond,  the  French  fleet  appeared  under  weigh.  The  long 
meditated  attack,  it  was  now  fuppofed,  was  inflantly  to  be 
made  ;  and  fo  confident  were  all,  that  it  would  prove  abor- 
tive, in  confequence  of  the  preparations  made  for  defence,  •. 
that  the  critical  moment  which  was  to  decide,  not  only  the 
fate  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  but  of  the  army,  waswaitad  for  with 
impatience.  But  the  count  D'  Eflaing,  as  foon  as  the  fhips 
had  weighed  anchor,  inftead  of  attem.pting  to  enter  the  har- 
bour made  fail  to  the  Southward,  and  was  foon  out  of  fight. 
Whether  he  ever  ferioufly  intended  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  the  harbour  of  New- York,  but  after  reconnoitering  its 
fituation,  with  the  difpofitions  m.ade  for  defence,  relinquiPn- 
ed  the  dedgn  as  imprafticable,  or  whether  his  appearing  be- 
fore that  harbour  was  only  a  feint  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Britifh  commanders  from  the  place  where  his  attack  was 
really  intended,  is  uncertain.  After  quitting  New-York, 
and  (landing  to  the  ibuthward  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 
D-Iaware,  ht^  changed  his  courfe,  and  fleered  for  Rhode- 
Iflaad,  before  which  he  arrived  oa  the  Iwenty-ninth  of  July. 
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By  his  departure,  the  Britifh  had  a  fecotid  efcapCy  for  hacJ 
lie  remained  at  the  Hook  but  a  few  davs  longer,  part  of  the 
fleet  of  Vice  Admiral  Byron  muft  have  fallen  into  his  hands. 
That  ofRcer,  as  already  obferved,  failed  from  England  on  the 
ninth  of  June,  to  counteraft  the  defign  of  Count  D'Eflaing, 
This  fqiiadron,  on  the  third  of  July,  was  difperfed  and  fepa- 
rated  by  a  ftorm.  It  now  arrived  fcattered,  broken,  fickly, 
difmafted,  or  otherwife  damaged.  Within  eight  duys  after 
the  departure  of  D^Eftaing,  four  fail  of  the  line  arrived  fingly 
at  Sandy  Hook. 

The  expulfion  of  the  Britifh  troops  from  Rhode-Ifland,  of 
\vhich  they  h«d  been  in  poffeffion  fince  December,  1776, 
had  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Americans  for  feveral 
months  pafl.  In  the  fpring  of  this  year.  General  Sullivan 
was  fent  to  take  the  command  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  made 
preparations  for  invading  it.  Such  was  the  eagernefs  of  the 
people  to  co-operate  with  their  new  allies,  that  fome  thou- 
fands  of  volunteers  engaged  in  the  fervice.  The  royal  troops 
on  the  ifland,  having  been  lately  reinforced,  were  about  6000^ 
and  General  Sullivan's  force  was  about  10,000. 

The  Britifh  commander  at  Rhode-Ifland,  General  Pigot^ 
perceiving  the  objeft  of  his  adverfaries,  projedcd  about  the 
end  of  May  two  different  enterprizes  into  Providence  Planta- 
tion, in  order  to  retard  the  operations  of  the  Americans.  Id 
the  firfl,  under  Col.  Campbell,  feveral  houfes  at  Briftol  and 
Warren,  filled  with  military  and  naval  {lores,  fome  gallies  and 
armed  floops,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  boats,  which 
were  built  on  the  Hickamuft  river,  f6r  the  purpofe  of  the 
jnvafion,  were  burnt  and  deftroyed  ;  and  eighteen  pieces  of 
ordnance,  were  rendered  unferviceable.  And  in  the  laft  ex- 
pedition under  Major  Eyre,  a  large  quantity  of  boards,  plank^ 
and  other  materials  for  fnip-building,  v/ere  burnt.  Thefe 
loffes  retarded  the  preparations  of  the  Americans  fo  much^ 
that  when  D'Eftaing  arrived  ofl-  Rhode-liland,  they  were 
rot  in  readinefs  for  co-operation. 

The  French  Admiral  ftationed  two  of  his  frigates  in  the 
Scaconnet  Paffage  on  the  eaft,  and  two  of  his  line  of  battle 
fhips  in  the  Nairaganfet  Paffage, on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland^ 
to  interrupt  the  communications  of  the  garrilon,  \vhilfl,with 
the  rcmanidcr  yf  his  fleet,  he  anchored  off  Brenton's  I.edgc, 
St  the  fouth  ealt  fuie  of  rlie  ifland,  in  a  htuation  open  to  the 
iea.     On  the  eigluii  of  Auguft^  every  thing  being  in  rcadi- 
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tiefs  on  the  part  of  the  AmericanSj  he  entered  the  harhoar  of 
Newport  with  his  fleet. 

The  Britifh  fleet  was  now  increafed  to  eight  line  of  battle 
fhips,  five  fhips  of  fifty  guns,  two  of  forty  four  guns,  four 
frigates,  three  lire  fhips,  two  bombs,  and  a  number  of  fmall- 
er  veffels.  With  this  force  Lord  Howe  followed  the  French 
fleet,  and  appeared  in  fight  of  Rhode-Ifland  on]  the  ninth  of 
Auguft.  He  came  to  an  anchor  the  fame  evening,  off  Point 
Judith,  which  forms  the  entrance^on  the  fouth-wefl;  fide  into 
the  great  bay  that  encompaffes  Rhode-Ifland,  and  the  other 
fmaller  ifland*  adjacent.  On  the  following  morning,  the 
v/ind  having  changed  to  the  north  eaft,  the  French  Admiral 
failed  out  of  the  harbour  with  all  his  flAips,  and  forming  them 
in  order  of  battle  as  they  came  out,  bore  down  upon  the  Brit- 
iOi  fleet.  The  Britifli  Admiral,  for  the  prefent,  thought  it 
prudent  to  decline  an  engagement,  and  flood  to  tlTc  fouthward, 
in  the  hope  that  a  fhift  of  wind  might  enable  him  to  gain  the 
weather-gage. 

While  the  two  commanders  were  exerting  their  naval  fl^ill 
to  gain  refpetliveiy  the  advantages  of  pofition,  the  wind  frefh- 
ening  into  a  tremendous  florm,  not  only  parted  the  two  fleets 
from  each  other,  but  leparated  and  dilperfed  the  individual 
fhips  of  each  fquadron.  In  this  conflift  of  the  elements,  two 
French  fhips  of  the  line  were  difmafled.  Thedifperhon  of  the 
two  fleets  gave  occafion  to  the  accidental  meeting  of  fingle 
fhips,  and  produced  engagements  between  them.  The  Re- 
nown, of  fifty  guns,  fell  in  with  the  French  Admiral's  fhip, 
the  Languedoc,  of  eighty-four  guns,  dirmafled  ;  and  refolutc- 
ly  affailed  her  with  apparent  advantage,  until  darknefs  put 
an  end  to  the  engagement.  The  fame  evening,  a  fimilar  en- 
gagement happened  between  the  Preflon,  of  fifty  guns,  and 
the  Tonant,  a  French  (hip  of  eighty  guns,  with  her  main- 
mad  only  ftanding.  Night  put  an  end  to  the  conflift.  Six 
fail  of  the  French  fquadron  coming  up  in  the  night,  favea 
the  difabled  fhips  from  any  farther  attack.  The  Briiiili  fuf- 
fered  lefs  in  the  florm  than  their  adverlaries,  yet  enough  to 
make  it  neceffary  for  them  to  return  to  New-York,  for  the 
purpofe  of  refitting.  The  French  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  on 
the  20ih,  near  to  Rhode-Ifland,  but  failed  on  the  22dtoBof- 
ton. 

As  foon  as  the  Rririfii  fleet,  which  was  now  further  aug- 
l^eiiied  by  the  arrival  of  the  Monmouth,  one  of  Admiiai  By- 
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ron*s  fleet,  was  fufficiently  refitted,  Lord  Howe  put  to  fea 
with  it  again,  hoping  lo  reach  the  Bay  of  Bofton  before  the 
French  fleet ;  but  in  this  hope  he  was  difappointed.  Upon 
his  entering  the  bay,  on  the  13th  of  Auguft,  he  found  the 
French  fleet  already  in  the  harbour,  and  fo  well  fecured  by 
lying  within  certain  points  of  land,  on  which  batteries  had 
been  erefted  to  cover  and  command  the  anchorage  ground, 
that  ail  attempts  againft  them,  in  this  fituation,  appeared  im- 
prafticable.  He  again  fet  fail,  proceeding  to  the  relief  of 
Rhode-Ifland  ;  but  his  aflTiftance  in  that  quarter  no  longer  be- 
ing neceifary,  he  returned  with  his  fleet  to  New-York,  to- 
wards the  middle  of  September,  After  the  arrival  of  the  re- 
mainder of  Admiral  Byron's  fquadron,  Lord  Howe  refigned 
tlie  command  of  the  Britifh  fleet  to  Admiral  Gambier,  and 
took  his  departure  for  England. 

Before  the  French  fleet  failed  for  Bofton,  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  and  Gen.  Greene  went  on  board  the  Langucdoc,  to 
confult  OH  meafures  proper  to  be  purfued.  They  urged  the 
French  Admiral  to  return  with  his  fleet  into  the  harbour,  but 
his  principal  ofiieers  were  oppofed  to  the  meafure.  He  had 
orders  to  go  to  Bofton,  if  his  fleet  met  with  any  misfortune. 
But  whatever  were  the  real  reafons  which  induced  him  to 
fail  for  Bofton,  the  Americans  were  greatly  diffntisfied. 
They  complained  that  they  had  incurred  great  expence  and 
danger,  under  the  profpeft  of  the  moft  effettive  co-operation  ; 
that  they  were  abandoned  at  a  time^  when  by  perfevering  in 
the  original  plan,  they  had  well  grounded  hopes  of  fpeedy 
fuccefs. 

We  will  briefly  relate  the  progrefs  and  iffue  of  the  invaiicn 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  which  would  not  have  been  undertaken 
but  in  the  profpeft  of  a  co-operation  of  the  French  fl'eet. 

Previoufly  to  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet,  Rhode-Ifland 
was  fufficiently  protefted  againft  an  invafion  from  the  Ame- 
ricans, by  the  garrifon  which  the  Britifh  had  placed  in  it, 
and  by  the  frigate  and  other  fmaller  veffels  of  war,  which 
were  ftationed  round  it  for  its  fecurity.  Soon  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Frerkch  fleet  upon  the  American  coaft,  the  Bri- 
tifh garrifon  was  reinforced  with  five  battalions,  under  Ge- 
neral Prefcot.  As  foon  as  the  Count  D'Eftaing  had  detach- 
ed livo  of  his  line  of  battle  fhips  into  the  Nafraganfet  palfage,. 
and  as  many    frigates  into  the  Scacoiinet  palTage,  the  retica* 
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of  fuch  of  the  Britifh  fliips  as  were  advanced  beyond  them, 
was  cut  off  :    They  could  neither  put  to  fea  nor  return  to  tlie 
harbor  of  Newport ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  French,  they  were  difmantled  and  burnt. 
Sir  Robert  Pigot,   being  threatened  wifh  a  defcent  in  feveial 
quarters  at, the  fame  time,  was  obliged  to  withdraw  his  out- 
pofts,    and   concentrate  his  force  in  an  intrenched  camp  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Newport.       Thus  all  the  north  part  of 
the  Ifiand  was  left  unguarded   by  the  Britifh,  and   there  Ge- 
neral Sullivan  efFefted  a  landing  on  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  the 
day  after  the  French  fieet  had  entered    the  harbour  of  New- 
port.    On  the  fourteenth,  the  Americans  took  pofieffion  of 
Honeyman's-Hill,   and   began   to    conftru6t  batteries,    form 
lines  of  communication,  and  make  regular  approaches,  which 
were  continued  without  intermiffion  until    the  morning  of 
the  twenty-fixth.     But  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet  for 
the  harbor  of  Bofton,  threw  a  f»taldamp  upon  the  fpirits  of  the 
man    who  compofed  Gen.  Sullivan's  army.     They  returned 
home  in  fuch  numbers  (three  thoufand  of  them   having  gone 
off  in  the  courfe  of  one  day)  that  the  force  which  at  laft  re- 
mained, did  not  exceed  that  of  the  Britifh   garrifon.   In  thefe 
embarraffing  circumftances,  Gen.  Sullivan  extricated  himfelf 
\vith  judgment  and  ability.      He  faw  the  impoffibility  of  fuc- 
ceeding,  and  took  meafurcs  for  effefting  a  retreat.     Orders 
were  difpatched  to   repair    and  ftrengthen  the   works  in  his 
re^r,  upon  the    north  part  of  the  ifiand,    and  alfo  at  firiflgl 
and  Tiverton,  upon   the  continent.     His  heavy  artillery  and. 
baggage  were  fent  off;  and  every  preparation  that  was  necef- 
idry  being  made,  he    began    his  retreat  in    the  night  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  Auguft.      Gen.  Sullivan  gained  a  march  of 
(everal  hours,  unperceived  by  the  Eritidi  army,  and  by  poft- 
ing  his  light  troops  on  various  eminences  in  his  linq  of  march, 
and  leaving  them  behind  him   with  orders  to  ilcirmifh    with 
the  Britifh  troops  as   they  advanced,  and  then  retire,  he  was 
enabled  to  make  good  his   retreat  with  the  main  body   of  his 
artny,    to  a    commanding    lituatron  at  the    north  end    of  the 
iiimd  ;   which,  as  we  have  feen,  he  had  previouily  (Irength- 
t^niid  with   fome  additional  works,  for  the  purpofe  of  cover- 
ing  his   retreat.      Gen.   Pigot  difcovered   the    retreat  of  the 
A'nerJcans  at  day  lighl,  on  the  morning  of  tlie  twenty-ninth  ; 
and  a  purfuit  being  inftantly  ordered,    the   wiiole  day    was. 
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fpent  in  fkirmifhes  ;  in  which,  the  covering  parties  of  the 
Americans  were  driven  from  the  different  polls  occupied  by 
them,  until  they  fell  back  upon  the  main  body  of  their  army, 
by  this  time  encamped  on  the  ground  already  mentioned. 
Thefe  (kirmiflies  were  terminated  by  a  (harp  aftion,  in  front 
of  the  American  encampment,  obftinately  maintained  for 
half  an  hour,  at  the  end  of  which,  the  Americans  being  rein- 
forced, repulfed  their  purfuers.  The  lofs  on  each  fide,  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  was  between  two  and  three 
hundred. 

Gen,  Sullivan,  the  next  morning,  received  advice,  that 
Lord  Howe's  fleet,  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  4000  troops 
on  board,  had  again  failed  from  New-York,  and  that  a  fleet 
was  off  Block-Ifland.  He  therefore  concluded  immediately 
to  evacuate  Rhode- Ifland.  In  the  evening  of  that  day,  after 
having  purpofely  exhibited  every  appearance  of  an  intention 
to  maintain  his  ground,  he  filently  ftruck  his  tents  as  foon  as 
it  was  dark,  and  withdrew  his  troops  unperceived  ;  which, 
with  the  help  of  the  numerous  boats  that  attended  upon  him, 
were  in  a  few  hours  tranfported  acrofs  the  channel  to  the 
continent. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  having  been  difappointed  in  cutting 
off  the  retreat  of  the  Americans  from  Rhode-Ifland,  return- 
ed with  his  fleet  to  New-York,  but  direfted  General  Grey  to 
proceed  to  Bedford  and  the  neighbourhood,  where  feveral 
American  privateers  reforted.  The  fleet  of  tranfports  landed 
the  Britifh  troops  on  the  banks  of  the  Acufhnet  river,  on 
the  fifth  of  September  ;  and  fuch  was  the  rapidity  of  the  exe- 
cution, that  by  noon  of  the  next  day  they  were  all  re-em- 
barked, having  in  the  mean  time  burnt  and  deflroyed  all  the 
Ihips  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  river,  amounting  to  above 
70  fail.  They  alfo  burnt  at  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  a  num- 
ber of  flore-houfes  filled  with  provifions  and  warlike  (lores. 
On  the  eafl  fide  of  the  river  they  difmantled  and  burnt  an  in- 
clofed  fort  mounting  eleven  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  The 
royal  troops,  being  re-embarked,  proceeded  to  the  ifland  call- 
ed Martha's  Vineyard,  where  they  deftroyed  a  few  veffcls, 
and  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  deliver  up  the  militia  arms, 
the  public  money,  300  oxen,  and  2000  fl^eep.  A  fimilar 
expedition,  und^r  Capt.  Fergufon,  was  about  the  fame  time 
undertaken  againfl  Little  Eg§-harbour,   on  the  call  coall  of 
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New-Jerfey,  at  which  place  the  Ameiicans  h-d  a  number  of 
privateers  and  prizes.  Several  of  the  velTels  got  ofF.  but  all 
that  were  found  were  deftroyed.  Before  the  reembarkatiua 
of  the  Britifn  from  Egg  Harbour  took  place,  Capr.  Fcrgu- 
fon,  with  250  men,  in  the  night,  furprized  and  put  to  death 
about  fifty  of  Pulalki's  corps,  which  was  ported  in  the  vicin- 
ity. But  one  of  the  mod  difaftrous  events  which  occurred 
during  this  campaign,  was  the  furprize  and  m^ffacre  of  an 
American  regiment  of  light  dragoons  under  the  commt<nd  of 
Col.  Baylor.  They  we.e  employed  in  a  detached  fituation, 
to  intercept  3  Britifh  foraging  party,  and  hr>d  rdken  up  their 
lodgings  in  a  barn,  near  the  village  of  Old  Taapan.  M?jor 
General  Grey  commanded  the  party  which  (urprized  them. 
His  men  proceeded  with  fuch  filence  and  addreis,  that  they 
cut  off  a  ferjeant's  patrole  without  noife,  and  lunounded  old 
Taapan  fo  completely,  that  very  few  of  the  regiment  quar- 
tered in  it  were  able  to  make  their  efcape.  They  rufhed  in  upori 
Baylor's  regiment,  while  they  were  in  a  profound  llcep.  In- 
capable of  defence,  the  furprized  dragoons  fued  for  quar- 
ters. Unmoved  by  their  fupplications,  the  Britifli  applied 
the  bayonet,  and  continued  its  repeated  thrufts  while  objects 
could  be  found  in  which  any  figns  of  life  appeared.  Ba)lor 
himfelf  was  wounded.  He  loft  67  killed  and  wounded,  and 
40  were  made  priioners.  Thele  were  indebted  for  tlieir 
lives  to  one  of  Grey's  Captains,  who  gave  quarters  to  the 
whole  fourth  troop,   contrary  to  the  orders  of  his  fuperiors. 

Humanity  would  induce  us  to  throw  a  veil  over  fights  fo 
hideous  and  deformed,  did  not  a  fenle  of  duty,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  their  repetition,  inftigate  us  to  narrate  fuch  enor- 
mities. 

The  feafon  for  aftive  operations  drawing  near  to  a  clofe, 
and  no  other  force  being  neceffary  to  be  kept  at  New-York, 
during  the  winter,  than  would  be  fufficicnt  for  the  defence 
of  the  different  pofts  occupied  by  the  Briiifn  troops,  a  de- 
detachment  of  five  thouland  troops  was  embarked  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Weft- Indies,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Grant, 
This  force,  which  failed  from  Sandy  Hook  on  the  third  of 
November,  was  efcorted  by  a  fquadron  of  fix  fhips  of  war, 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Hotham. 

In  the  fummer  of  this  year,  General  Robert  Howe,  an  of- 
ficer in  the  American  fervice,  undertook  an  expedition  a- 
gainft  Eaft;  Florida.     This  was  rcioived  upoxi,  \Yith  the  dou- 
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ble  view  of  prote6tiog  the  State  of  Georgia  from  incurfions  of 
the  loyalifts.  who  were  obliged  to  fly  from  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia,  and  of  caufing  a  diverfion.  Howe,  with  two  thou- 
fand  men,  raofliy  militia,  proceeded  as  far  as  St.  Mary*s  riv- 
er. On  his  approach,  the  Britiih  deftroyed  a  fort  they  had 
crefted  there,  called  Tonyn,  and  retreated  towards  St.  Aa- 
guftinc.  However,  lick  nets  raged  among  the  Americans  to 
iuch  a  degree  that  an  immediate  retreat  became  neceffary, 

Hilherto  the  conqueft  of  the  United  States  had  been  at- 
tempted from  North  to  South  :  But  in  the  clofe  of  this  year 
that  order  was  inverted,  and  the  Southern  States  became  the 
principal  theatre  of  Britifh  war  operations.  Georgia  being 
one  of  the  weakeft  States  in  the  Union,  was  marked  out  as  the 
fii  ft  objeQ:  of  warfare. 

The  Britifh  troops  fent  on  this  fervice  (confifting  of  twa 
thoufand  men)  were  commanded  by  Col.  Campbell,  and  the 
naval  force  by  Commodore  Hyde  Parker. 

Gen.  Howe  had  juft  returned  from  his  unfuccefsful  expe- 
dition, and  lay  with  his  army  encamped  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Savannah  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Britilh 
fquadron  from  New-York. 

This  fleet  aecomplifhed,  the  twenty-ninth  of  December,  a 
landing  about  12  miles  up  the  river  Savannah.  From  the 
landing  place,  a  narrow  caufeway,  with  a  ditch  on  each  fide, 
led  through  a  rice  fwamp,  to  a  high  plantation  ground,  at 
the  dillance  of  hx  hundred  yards.  Capt.  Cameron,  of  the 
'Tift  regiment,  having  firft  reached  the  fhore  with  his  com- 
pany of  light-infantry,  immediately  formed  them,  and  ad- 
vanced along  the  caufeway,  at  the  end  of  which  was  pofted 
a  party  of  the  Americans  under  Capt.  Smith.  Thefe  receiv- 
ed him  with  a  general  difcharge  of  mufketry,  by  which  this 
officer  and  feveral  of  his  company  were  killed.  But  the  Brit- 
ifli,  rufhing  on  with  impetuofity,  made  their  way  good,  and 
compelled  Capt.  Smith  to  retreat.  Whilft  the  reft  of  the 
troops  were  landing,  Col.  Campbell  reconnoitered  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  Americans,  and  determined  to  attack  them  before 
the  evening.  The  Britifh  troops  having  advanced  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  enemy,  were  formed  in  order  of  battle. 
Gen.  Howe,  the  American  ofhcer  to  whom  the  defence  of 
Georgia  was  committed,  had  drawn  up  his  forces,  confifting 
of  about  600  continentals,  and  a  few  hundred  militia,  acrof* 
the  main  road  leading  to  Savannah,  and  about  half  a  mile  from 


THE    AMERICAN    WAR.  83 

it.  His  right  was  covered  by  a  thick  woody  fwamp,  and  the 
houfes  of  a  plantation  ^illed  with  riilemen  ;  his  left  reached  to 
the  rice  fwamps  upon  the  river,  and  the  town  and  fort  of  Sa- 
vannah covered  his  rear.  In  this  pofition  the  American  Ge- 
neral waited  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  troops  ;  and  had  the 
attack  been  made  only  in  front,  probably  the  ground  would 
have  been  obftinately  difputed.  But  the  Britifh  commander 
having  received  information  of  a  private  path  leading  through 
the  fwamp,  which  covered  the  right  fl  ink  of  the  Americans, 
detached  the  light  infantry,  under  Sir  James  Baird,  fupport- 
cd  by  the  New-York  volunteers,  to  proceed  by  that  path, 
and  gain  Howe's  rear.  This  detachment,  having  fafely 
gained  their  ftation,  fuddenly  iflfued  from  the  fwamo,  and  at- 
tacked a  body  of  militia,  which  was  poil:ed  to  fecure  the  great 
road  leading  from  Ogeeche.  Hitherto  the  Britifh  troops  in 
front  had  remained  quiet  upon  their  ground  ;  but  as  foon  as 
it  was  perceptible  that  the  light  infantry  had  turned  the  flank 
of  the  Americans,  the  whole  Britifh  line  received  orders  to 
advance  and  move  on  brifkly  ;  and  the  artillery,  which  had 
been  previoufly  formed  behind  a  fwell  in  the  ground,  to  con- 
ceal it  from  view,  was  inftantly  run  forward  to  the  eminence 
and  began  to  play  upon  the  Americans.  Howe,  thus  attack- 
ed in  front  and  rear,  ordered  an  immediate  retreat.  The 
Britifh  purfued  with  great  execution.  Before  night,  thirty- 
eight  commifTioned  officers,  and  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
men,  48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars,  the  town  and  fort  of 
Savannah,  with  its  ammunition  and  flores,  the  fhipping  in 
the  river,  and  a  great  quantity  of  provifions.  were  in  the 
pofTefTion  of  the  conquerors,  whofe  lofs,  during  the  whole 
of  this  day,  amounted  only  to  feven  killed,  and  nineteen 
wounded. 

General  Prevofl,  who  commanded  the  Britifh  forces  in  Eafl 
Florida,  had  received  orders  to  advance  with  them  into  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  Georgia.  He  accordingly  began  his 
inarch  from  Eafl-Florida,  about  the  fame  time  that  theembark- 
ation  took  place  from  New-York.  After  encountering  many 
difhculties,  he  arrived  at  Savannah,  and  took  the  cornm..nd 
of  the  combined  forces  from  New- York  and  Erift-Plorida. 
Previous  to  his  arrival,  a  proclamation  had  been  iflued  to  en- 
courage the  inhnbr.anis  to  come  in  and  fubmit  to  the  con- 
querors. Campbell  difcovered  abilities  no  Irfs  ad.utcd  to 
govern  than  to  conquer.       He  did  more  in  a  few  days,    and 
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with  a  fmall  number  of  men,  towards  relloring  the  Britifh 
g()Vernment,  than  all  the  General  officers  who  had  preceded 
him  in  the  projefted  coiiqueft.  He  at  once  extirpated  mili- 
tary oppofition,  and  iubverted,  for  feme  time,  every  trace 
of  a  republicarv  government.  Georgia  was  the  only  State  in 
the  Union,  in  which,  after  the  declaration  of  Independence, 
a  kg  ilative  body  was  convened  under  the  fan6lion  of  Bri- 
tain. 

Such  were  the  principal  events  on  the  American  fea-coaft 
during  this  campaign.  On  the  weftern  frontiers  a  defultory 
war  was  carried  on  between  the  States  and  the  Indians,  in 
the  mode  peculiar  to  thole  favages.  Mutual  mcurfions  were 
made,  and  ruin  and  devaftation  followed  on  the  fteps  of  the 
invaders.  Whole  families  were  butchered,  their  houfes 
burnt,  the  growing  corn  cut  up,  and  entire  plantations  laid 
wafte.  In  this  barbarous  warfare  the  flou'ifhing  new  fettle- 
Iiient  of  Wyoming,  on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah,  fell 
a  lacrifice  to  an  incurfion  of  the  Indians  :  And  the  Indian 
fettlements  of  Unadilla  and  Anaquago,  upon  the  upper  parts 
of  the  lame  river,  which  were  alio  inhabited  by  white  peo- 
ple attached  to  the  roy^l  caufe,  were  in  their  turn  ravaged 
and  deftroyed  by  the  Americans, 
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X  HE  rigour  of  wiriter  fufpended  all  military  operationg 
between  the  two  great  armies  in  the  Sfate  of  New-York,  un- 
til the  lerurn  of  Ipring  ;  but  even  after  that  time  the  war, 
during  the  whole  campaign,  was,  as  fh^ll  be  hereafter  relat- 
ed, carried  on  for  little  more  than  diftrefs  and  depredation. 
In  the  more  Sc^jthern  Stales,  Carolina  and  Georgia,  however, 
the  re-eflablifiiment  of  Britifh  government  was  effeftually 
attempted.  After  the  reduftion  of  Savannah,  a  great  part  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  was  rellored  to  the  King's  peace.  The 
roval  army  in  that  quarter,  now  under  the  command  of  Gen, 
Pievoil,  was  fcrengthened  by  numerous  reinforcements.  At 
that  time  there  were  but  few  continental  troops  in  thofe 
Slates,  as  durin,^  the  late  tranquillitv  in  that  quarter,  they 
had  been  detached  to  fcrvc  in  the  main  army  under  Gen, 
W  ylhiriiJton.  A  body  of  militia  was  raifed,  and  lent  forward 
by  North-Carolina  lo  aid  her  neighbours,  but  did  not  join  the 
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continents!  troops  till  they  had  retreated  out  of  Georgia,  and 
taken    pod  in  South-Carolina. 

General  Lincoln  was,  in  September  of  the  lafl  year,  ap- 
pointed bv  Congrels  to  the  command  of  their  Touthern  army. 
That  officer  was  the  fecond  in  command  in  the  army  which, 
captured  Burgoyne,  a  circumftance  which  of  itfelf  was  fuf- 
ficient  to  give  him  eclat.  But  his  judicious,  brave,  and  fpi- 
rited  condutl  on  the  occafion,  gave  him  flill  better  pretenlj- 
ons  to  fame,  and  entitled  him,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, to  no  imall  fhare  in  the  glory  of  the  atchievement.  He 
arrn/ed  ni  Ciiarlefton  in  South-Carolina  about  the  beginning 
cf  December. 

Toe  royal  army  at  Savannah  began  to  extend  their  pof!:?, 
and  made  preparations  to  take  poffefTion  of  Port-Royal,  in 
South-Carolina.  Major  Gardiner,  with  2©o  men,  being  de- 
tached with  this  view,  landed  on  the  ifland,  but  General 
Moultrie,  at  the  head  of  an  equal  number  of  Americans,  at- 
tacked and  drove  him  off  it.  Tms  repulfe  refrrained  the  Brit- 
ifh  from  ottempting  any  imm.ediate  enterprize  to  the  north- 
ward of  Savannah,  but  they  fixed  pods  at  Ebenezer  and  Au- 
gufta.  extending  themlelves  over  a  great  part  of  Georgia; 
thev  alio  endea\^'ured  to  flrengthen  themlelves  by  reinforce- 
ments from  the  Tories  in  the  weftern  fettlements  of  Georgia 
and  Carolina.  In  this  attempt  they  were  fuccefsful.  Several 
hundreds  of  them  rendezvouled,  and  fet  offtojoin  the  royal 
forces  at  Augufti.  Among  thofe  loyalifts,  there  were  many 
of  the  mod  infamous  charafters.  Thev  had  no  fooner  be^an 
their  march,  than  they  commenced  fuch  a  fcene  of  plunder- 
ing of  the  defenceleis  iettlements  through  which  they  pafTed, 
as  induced  the  orderly  inhabitants  to  turn  out  to  oppofc 
them.  Col.  Pickens,  with  about  three  hundred  men,  pur- 
fued  and  came  up  with  them  near  Kettle  Creek.  An  aftion 
took  place,  in  which  the  Tories  were  totally  routed.  About 
40  of  them,  with  their  leader,  were  killed,  and  the  reftdif- 
pcrfed. 

The  Britifli  had  extended  their  pofts  on  the  Georgia  fide 
of  Savannah  river.  This  induced  Gen.  Lincoln  to  fix  en- 
campments at  Black  Swamp,  and  nearly  oppofite  to  Au^rufto^ 
on  the  Carolina  fide.  From  thefe  pofls  he  form.ed  a  plan  of 
crofTing  into  Georgia,  with  the  view  of  limiting  the  Britifh 
to  the  low  country,  near  the  ocean.  In  the  execution  ofthis 
defign,   Gen.  Afh  with    1.500  North-Carolina  militia,  and  a 
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few  regular  troops,  afLer  croffing  the  river  Savannah,  took 
a  pofuion  on  Briar-Creek  ;  but  in  a  few  days  he  was  furpri- 
zed  by  Col.  Prevoft,  brother  of  Gen.  Prevoft,  who  having, 
made  a  circuitous  march  of  fifty  miles,  came  unexpeftediy  on 
his  rear  with  about  900  men.  The  militia  v/ere  thrown  into 
confufion,  and  fled  at  the  firft  fire.  They  had  150  men  kil- 
led, and  162  were  taken  prifoners.  Of  thoi'e  who  got  off 
fafe,  a  great  part  returned  home,  fo  that  the  number  which 
rejoined  the  American  camp,  did  not  exceed  450  men.  This 
event  opened  a  communication  between  the  Britifh,  the 
Indians,  and  the  Tories  of  North  and  South-Carolina. 

The  Americans  foon  after  refumed  their  original  plan  of 
penetrating  into  Georgia  ;  part  of  their  force  was  ftationed 
on  the  North  fide  of  the  Savannah,  while  Gen,  Lincoln  and 
the  main  army,  which  was  reinforced  by  this  time,  crolled 
near  Augufta  into  Georgia.  Gen.  Prevoft  availing  himlelf 
of  Lincoln's  abfence,  croffed  into  Carolina  over  the  fame  ri- 
ver, with  about  2400  men,  among  which  there  were  a  large 
party  of  Indians.  Gen.  Moultrie,  who  was  charged  with 
the  defence  of  South  Carolina  was  forced  to  retire.  "When 
Lincoln  found  that  Gen.  Prevoft  was  lerioufly  pufhing  for 
Charlefton,  he  re-crolTed  the  Savannah,  and  purfued  him. 
The  abfence  of  the  main  army,  Moultrie's  retreat,  the  plun- 
derings  of  the  invaders,  and  above  all  the  dread  of  the  Indi- 
an Savages,  diffufed  a  general  panic  among  the  inhabitants  : 
Many  were  induced  to  apply  for  Britifli  proteftion.  In  the 
mean  time, the  South  Carolinians'  made  every  preparation  for 
the  defence  of  their  capital,  the  fuburbs  were  burnt  down  ; 
lines  were  carried  acrofs  the  Peniniula,  between  Afhiey  and 
Cooper  rivers  ;  and  cannon  were  mounted  at  proper  inter- 
vals, in  its  whole  extent.  In  a  few  days  a  force  of  3300  men 
alTembled  in  Charlefton  for  its  defence. 

An  advanced  detachment  of  the  Britifh  of  900  men,  appear- 
ed before  the  town,  the  eleventh  of  May.  The  town  was 
fummoned  to  furrender.  CommifTioners  from  the  garrifon 
were  fent  to  propofe  a  neutrality  during  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  America.  But  as  thefe  terms  were  refufed, 
the  garrifon  expefting  an  immediate  aflault,  prepared  accord- 
ingly. The  Britifh  however,  did  not  think  proper  to  at- 
tempt a  ftorm. 

'J'he  approach  of  Gen.  Lincoln  induced  the  Britifh  com- 
pander to  retreat  from  Charlefton,  filing   off"  with  his  whole 
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force  from  the  main,  to  the  iflands  near  the  fea,  to  prevent 
being  between  two  fires.  Both  armies  encamped  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Charlefton,  watching  each  others*  motions.  John's 
Ifland,  of  which  the  Britifh  had  taken  poffeflion,  is  fepara- 
ted  from  the  main  land  by  an  inlet,  to  which  has  been  given 
the  name  of  Stono  River  ;  and  the  communication  between 
the  one  and  the  other  is  preferved  by  a  ferry.  Upon  the 
main  land,  at  this  ferry,  the  Britifh  had  eftablifhed  a  poft,  as 
well  for  the  fecurity  of  the  ifland,  as  for  the  prote^ion  of 
their  foraging  parties.  For  the  defence  of  it  they  had  thrown 
up  three  redoubts,  joined  by  lines  of  communication.  The 
rear  was  covered  by  Stono   inlet. 

The  weak  ftate  of  the  garrifon,  which  did  not  much  ex- 
ceed 500  men,  fit  for  duty,  tempted  Gen.  Lincoln  to  attack  it 
with  a  view  of  cutting  it  off.  On  the  twentieth  of  June,  he 
advanced  againft  it  with  a  fuperior  force.  The  attack  lafted 
for  above  an  hour,  but  at  la  ft  the  Americans  were  forced  to 
retreat,  which  they  did  in  good  order,  carrying  with  them 
fome  of  their  killed  and  all  their  wounded.  The  Britifh 
counted  129  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  thelofs  of  the  Amer- 
icans was  above  two  hundred  killed,  wounded  and  miffing. 

The  militia  under  Gen.  Lincoln  were  diftieartened  by  this 
unfuccefsful  attack,  and  the  greateft  part  of  them  foon  after 
returned  to  their  plantations.  The  Britifh  troops  were  no 
farther  molefted.  They  evacuated  Stono  Ferry,  and  retiring 
along  the  fea  coaft,  paffed  from  ifland  to  ifland,  until  they 
reached  Beaufort,  in  the  ifland  of  Port  Royal,  At  Beaufort 
Gen.  Prevoft  eftablifhed  a  poft,  the  garrifon  of  which  he  left 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Maitland,  and  returned  with  the 
reft  of  the  Britifli  army  to  Georgia. 

The  profligate  condu8;  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
Britifli  army,  in  plundering  the  houfes  of  individuals,  during 
this  incurfion  is  incredible.  Negroes  were  feduced  or  forced 
from  their  mafters,'  furniture  and  plate  were  feized  without 
decency  or  authority,  and  the  moft  infamous  violations  of 
every  law  of  honor  and  honefty,  were  openly  perpetrated. 
Individuals  thus  accumulated  wealth,  but  the  royal  caufe  fuf« 
fered,  and  the  Britiffi  arms  incurred  an  everlafting  ftigma. 

The  American  army  under  Gen.  Lincoln,  foon  after  the  ac- 
tion of  Stono  Ferry,  retired  to  Sheldon,  and  nothing  of  any 
conlcquence  was  attempted  by  either  army,  till  the  arrival  of 
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a  French  fleet  on  the  coaft,  rouied  the  whole  country  to  im- 
mediate aftivity. 

As  foon  as  Admiral  D'Eftaing,  in  the  month  of  November 
laft,  had  re-fitted  the  French  fleet  at  Bofton,  he  failed  for  the 
Wefl  Indies,  About  the  fame  time,  as  before  related,  Com- 
modore  Plotham  with  the  B'itifh  fleet,  fet  out  from  New- 
York,  to  the  fame  theatre  of  operations.  The  Britifh  took 
St,  Lucia,  and  the  French  took  St.  Vincent's  and  Grenada, 
After  the  reduftion  of  the  latter,  D'Eftaing  retired  to  Cape 
Francois,  Here  he  received  letters  from  Gen.  Lincoln  and 
Mr,  Plombard,  the  French  Conful  at  Charlefton,  in  which 
they  reprefented  to  him  the  flate  of  affairs  in  the  fouthera 
provinces,  and  pointed  out  the  advantages  which  might  be 
cxpefted,  fhould  he,  during  the  hurricane  months  in  the 
Weft  indies,  vifit  the  American  coaft  with  his  fleet,  and  co- 
operate with  Lincoln  in  the  recovery  of  Georgia.  The 
French  Admiral,  having  difcretionary  orders  from  his  Court 
for  fuch  a  co-operation,  failed  fonhv/ith  for  the  American 
continent,  and  arrived  on  the  coad  of  Georgia  on  the  firft  of 
September,  with  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  two  fifty  gun  ftiips^ 
and  eleven  frigates.  He  arrived  fo  unexpededly,  that  the 
Experiment  of  fifty  guns,  commanded  by  Sir  James  Wallace, 
the  Ariel  of  twenty-four  guns,  and  two  flore  fhips,  fell  in- 
to his  hands. 

General  Lincoln,  as  foon  as  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of 
the  French  fleet  reached  South-Carolina,  marched  with  the 
force  he  had  with  him,  towards  Savannah,  and  the  militia 
of  Georgia  and  South-Carolina  received  orders  to  rendezvous 
near  the  fame  place.  VefTels  of  a  proper  draught  of  water 
were  difpatched  from  Charlefton,  to  aflift  in  landing  the 
French  troops. 

The  Britifh,  on  their  fide,  took  meafures  for  increafing  the 
fortifications  at  Savannah,  and  putting  the  town  in  a  proper 
pofture  of  defence.  The  garrifon  at  Sunbury  was  wilh- 
draM'o,  and  orders  were  difpatched  to  Beaufort  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  Britifti  troops  and  armed  veffels,  to  repair  in 
all  hafte  to  Savannah. 

On  the  ninth  of  Oftober  the  French  fleet  came  to  an  an- 
chor off  the  bar  ;  and  as  the  line  of  battle  flilps  could  not  pafi 
it,  nor  come  near  the  fliore,    the  fmall  coafting  vefl"els  font 
from     Charlefton   were   employed    in   receiving  the    troops 
■  from  the  French  fhips,    and  landing  them  at  Bcaulieu,    in 
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OITabaw  Sound,  an  inlet  of  the  lea  {cnic  miles  fouth  of  the 
inouth  of  the  river  Savannali.  Oi.  the  loliowino;  day  four 
French  frigates  entered  the  anchorage  ground  at  Tybee,  and 
the  Britifh  naval  force  moved  up  the  river  to  Savannah.  The 
guns  were  landed  from  the  Britifli  {liios,  and  mounted  on  the 
batteries.  They  incorporated  the  marines  vvitii  the  grena- 
diers of  the  6och  regiment,  and  put  the  ieamen  on  fhore  to 
alhft  in  working  the  artillery.  They  funk  the  R-ofe,  and  Sa- 
vannah armed  fiiip,  with  four  tranfports,  acrofs  the  channel 
below  the  town,  to  prevent  the  French  n  ig^ates  from  corn- 
in?  higher  ;  and  above  it  they  laid  a  boom  acrois  to  prevent 
fire  rafts  from  being  fent  down.  The  Germaine  armed  bri^ 
alone  retained  her  guns  ;  and  fhe  was  Rationed  off  Yamiraw, 
above  the  town,  to  flank  the  r'ght  of  the  Britifn  lines.  Thefe 
difpohtions  the  Britifli  made  on  the  river,  whilft  on  fhore, 
a  {lifted  by  fome  hundreds  of  negroes,  they  ftrengthened. 
the  old,  and  erected  new  works  for  the  defence  of  the  town. 

Count  D'Efraing,  as  foon  as  the  debarkation  of  his  trooDS 
was  completed,  marched  againft  Savannah,  and  without  u'ait- 
ing  for  a  ju:i£lion  with  the  American  army,  fummoned  Gen. 
Prevoft  to  furrender  the  town  to  the  arms  of  the  King  of 
France.  General  Prevoft,  to  whom  it  was  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance to  gain  time,  deflred  twenty-four  hours  to  confider 
of  an  anfwer.  This  was  inconfiderately  granted,  D'Eftaing 
expefting  nothing  lefs  than  a  furrender  of  the  tonai  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  fixed  for  an  anfwer :  But  Gen.  Prevoft 
hoped  that  the  trocps  who  had  been  ftationed  at  Beaufort, 
under  Col.  Maitland,  might  arrive  during  the  inteival;  and 
in  this  hope  he  was  not  difappointed.  That  officer  arrived  at 
Savannah  before  the  expiration  of  the  truce,  with  the  bcfh 
part  of  his  detachment,  amounting  to  about  eight  hundred 
men.  The  arrival  of  fo  confiderable  a  reinforcement  infpir- 
cd  the  garrifon  of  Savannah  with  new  animation.  An  an- 
fv/er  was  returned  to  the  French  commander  that  the  town 
would  be  defended  to  the  laft  extremity. 

The  French  and  Americans  formed  a  junction  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  but  lome  time  being  required  for  landing  and 
bringing  up  the  heavy  artillery  from  the  fhips,  the  combined 
armies  did  not  begin  to  break  ground  for  the  purpofe  of  car- 
rying on  their  approaches  until  the  twenty-third  of  Septem- 
ber, nor  were  their  batteries  ready  to  open  until  the  fourth 
©f  Oftcber.      The  batteries  of  tlie  bcliegsr^  h:ivin^  on  chat 
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day  opened  with  a  difcharge  from  fifty  three  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon  and  fourteen  mortars,  a  requeft  was  made  by  Gen, 
Prevoft  that  the  women  and  children  might  be  permitted  to 
leave  the  town,  and  embark  on  board  veffels  in  the  river, 
which  fhould  be  placed  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Count 
D'Eftaing:  But  this  propoial  was  rejedcd,  the  combined 
armies  fufpeaing  that  a  defire  of  fecreting  the  plunder,  lately 
taken  from  the  South-Carolinians,    was  covered  under  the 

veil  of  humanity. 

From  the  fourth  to  the  ninth  of  Oftober  an  incelTant  can- 
nonade was  continued  ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  inhabitants, 
lei's  injury  was  done  to  the  houfes  in  the  town  than  might 
have  been  expefted;  few  lives  were  loft,  and  the  defences 
were  in  no  refpeft  materially  damaged.  The  French  troops 
amounted  to  about  five  thoufand  men,  and  the  militia  joined 
General  Lincoln  in  fuch  numbers,  that  the  combined  armies, 
it  is  laid,  amounted  to  about  ten  thoufand  men.  The  garri- 
-  foil  in  Savannah  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
of  all  forts,  regulars,  feamen,  militia,  and  volunteers.  But 
the  difparity  in  numbers  was  in  iorae  ^degree  compenfated  by 
the  extraordinary  zeal  and  ardour  which  animated  the  befieg- 
ed.  At  the  time  the  French  landed,  not  more  than  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery  appeared  upon  the  fortifications  at  Savan- 
nah :  But  fo  incelTantly  did  the  garrifon  labour  in  enlarging 
the  old  works,  and  in  erefting  new  redoubts  and  batteries, 
that  before  the  conclufion  of  the  fiege,  near  one  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted. 

The  town  of  Savannah  being  fituated  upon  the  Southern 
bank  of  the  river  of  that  name,  had  two  of  its  fides  fecured 
by  natural  boundaries,  one  by  the  river  behind  it,  and  the 
other  by  a  thick  fwamp  and  woody  morals  communicating 
with  the  river  above  the  town.  The  other  two  fides  v/ere 
originally  open  towards  the  country,  which  in  front  of  them 
for  feveral  miles  was  level,  and  entirely  cleared  of  wood; 
But  they  were  by  this  time  covered  with  artificial  works,  the 
right  and  left  being  defended  by  redoubts,  and  the  centre  by 
feamen's  batteries  in  front,  with  impalements  and  traverfes 
thrown  up  behind  to  protcft  the  troops  from  the  fire  of  the 
bcfiegers  ;  and  the  whole  extent  of  the  works  was  furround- 
ed  with  an  abbatis.  The  redoubts  on  the  right  towards  the 
fwamp  were  three  in  nu>r.ber  :  That  in  the  centre  was  gar- 
liloned  by  two  companies  of  militia,  with  the  North-Caroli- 
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tia  regiment  to  fupport  them,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
jiamilton.  The  provincial  corps  of  King's  Rangers  were 
-pofted  in  the  redoubt  on  the  right,  and  the  corps  of  Provia- 
cial  dragoons  in  that  on  the  left,  called  the  Spring-Kill  re- 
redoubt,  fupported  by  the  South-Carolina  regiment.  To 
the  right  of  the  whole  was  a  Tailor's  b.Utery  of  nine  pounders^ 
covered  by  a  company  of  tlie  Britifh  Eegion  ;  and  between 
the  centre  and  .Spring-Hill  redoubi  was  another  of  thefe  bat- 
teries, behind  which  were  pofted  the  grenadiers  of  the  6oi.h 
regiment,  with  the  marines  which  had  been  landed  from  the 
fhips  of  war.  The  whole  of  this  force  on  the  right  of  the 
lines  was  under  the  orders  of  Col.  Maitland.  On  the  left 
of  the  lines  were  two  redoubts,  ftrongly  conftrufted,  with. 
a  maffy  frame-work  of  green  fpongy  wood,  filled  up  with 
land,  and  mounted  wnth  heavy  cannon,  one  of  them  com- 
manded by  Col.  Cruger,  and  the  other  by  M^ijor  Wright, 
having  under  him  the  Georgia  loyalifts.  Behind  the  impale- 
ments and  traverfes,  in  the  centre  of  the  works,  were  pofted 
the  two  battalions  of  the  71  ft.  regiment,  two  regiments  of 
Heffians,  the  New-York  volunteers,  1  battalion  of  Skinner's 
brigade,  one  of  Delancey's.  and  the  light  infantry  of  the  ar- 
my under  the  command  of  Major  Graham. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  works  at  Savannah,  and  fuch 
the  pofition  of  the  troops  for  its  defence,  at  the  time  when 
the  Count  D'Eftaing  refolved  to  difcontinue  his  regular  ap- 
proaches, and  ftorm  the  Eritifh  entrenchments*  To  this  re- 
Iblution  he  was  forced  by  his  marine  officers,  who  had  re- 
monftrated  againft  his  continuing  to  rifk  fo  valuable  a  fleet 
en  a  dangerous  coaft,  in  the  hurricane  fealon,  and  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  fhore,  that  it  might  be  furprized  by  a 
Biitifh  fleet,  completely  repaired  and  manned. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  luccefs  of  the  enterprize,  an  offi- 
cer with  five  men,  on  the  eighth  of  Ociober,  advanced  un- 
der a  heavy  fire  from  the  garrifon,  and  kindled  the  abbatis  ; 
but  the  dampnefs  of  the  air,  and  the  moifture  of  the  green 
wood  of  which  the  abbatis  was  compofed,  foon  exitinguifned 
the  flames.  The  morning  of  the  ninth  of  Otlober,  was  fix- 
ed upon  for  making  the  affault  ;  and  two  feigned  attacks 
by  the  militia,  were  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  bcfiegcd  to 
their  centre  and  left,  whilft  a  ftrong  body  of  choien  troops, 
from  th«  combined  armits,  fhould  advance  on  the  right  of 
the  Britifli  lint-Sj  diid  in  iwo  columns  make   the  real  attack. 
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Tia  regiment  to  fupport  them,  under  the  comm3n<i  of  Colonel 
Hamilton.  The  provincial  corps  of  King's  Rangers  were 
pofted  in  the  redoubt  on  the  right,  and  the  corps  of  Provia- 
cial  dragoons  in  that  on  the  left,  called  the  Spring-Kill  re- 
redoubtj  fupported  by  the  South-Carolina  regiment.  To 
the  right  of  the  whole  was  a  Tailor's  battery  of  nine  pounders, 
covered  by  a  company  of  the  Britifh  Legion  ;  and  between 
the  centre  and  Spring- Hill  redoubt  was  another  of  thefe  bat- 
teries, behind  which  were  pofted  the  grenadiers  of  the  Goih 
regiment,  with  the  marines  which  had  been  landed  from  the 
fhips  of  war.  The  whole  of  this  force  on  the  right  of  the 
lines  was  under  the  orders  of  Col.  Maitland.  On  the  left 
of  the  lines  were  two  redoubts,  ftrongly  conftrufted,  with 
a  mafiy  frame- work  of  green  fpongy  wood,  filled  up  with 
land,  and  mounted  with  heavy  cannon,  one  of  them  com- 
manded by  Col.  Cruger,  and  the  other  by  M^ijor  Wright^ 
having  under  him  the  Georgia  loyalifts.  Behind  the  impale- 
ments and  traverfes,  in  the  centre  of  the  works,  were  pofted 
the  two  battalions  of  the  71  ft.  regiment,  two  regiments  of 
Hefuans,  the  New- York  volunteers,  1  battalion  of  Skinner's 
brigade,  one  of  Delancey's,  and  the  light  infantry  of  the  ar- 
my under  the  command  of  Major  Graham, 

Such  was  the  ftatc  of  the  works  at  Savannah,  and  fuch 
the  pofition  of  the  troops  for  its  defence,  at  the  time  when 
the  Count  D'Eftaing  reiolved  to  difcontinue  his  regular  ap- 
proaches, and  ftorm  the  Eritilh  entrenchments*  To  this  re- 
Iblution  he  was  forced  by  his  marine  afhcers,  who  had  re- 
monftrated  againft  his  continuing  to  riik  fo  valuable  a  fleet 
en  a  dangerous  coaft,  in  the  hurricane  leaion,  and  at  lo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  fhore,  that  it  might  be  furprized  by  a 
Britifh  fleet,  completely  repaired  and  manned. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  lucce-ls  of  the  enterprize,  an  ofh- 
cer  with  five  men,  on  the  eighth  of  October,  advanced  un- 
der a  heavy  fire  from  the  garrifon,  and  kindled  the  abbatis  ; 
but  the  dampnefs  of  the  air,  and  the  moifture  of  the  green 
wood  of  which  the  abbatis  was  compofed,  foon  exi-tingLiifned 
the  flames.  The  morning  of  the  nuith  of  Oftober,  v.'as  fix- 
ed upon  for  making  the  afl'ault  ;  and  two  feigned  attacks 
by  the  militia,  were  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  befiegcd  to 
their  centre  and  left,  whiift  a  ftrong  body  of  choien  troops, 
from  the  combined  armies,  fhouid  advance  on  the  right  of 
the  Britifii  lines,  and  in  ;\vo  columns  make   the  real  attack. 
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The  principal  of  thefe  columns  was  commanded  by  Count 
D'Eftaing,  afllfted  by  Gen.  Lincoln,  and  was  deftined  to  at- 
tack the  Spring-Hill  redoubt  in  front,  whilfl  the  other  co- 
lumn, commanded  by  Count  Dillon,  fhouid  filenllv  move 
along  the  edge  of  the  fwamp,  pafs  the  redoubts  and  batteries, 
and  get  into  the  rear  of  the  Britifh  lines.  The  troops  which 
compoied  theie  two  columns  confilled  of  3500  French.  600 
regulars  of  the  Americans,  and  350  of  the  Charleflon  mili- 
tia. They  were  in  motion  long  before  day-light.  The  co- 
lumn commanded  by  Dillon  miftook  its  way,  from,  the  dark- 
Tici's  of  the  morning,  and  was  entangled  in  the  fwamp,  from 
\vhich  it  was  unable  to  extricate  iticlf  until  broad  day-light 
appeared,  and  expofed  it  to  the  view  of  the  garrifon  and  the 
£re  from  the  Britifli  batteries.  This  was  fo  well  direfted, 
that  it  was  never  able  even  to  form.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
column  led  by  D'Eftaing  advanced  againft  the  Spring-Hill 
redoubt,  juft  as  day-light  appeared.  As  ioon  as  it  was  difco- 
vered,  it  became  expofed  to  a  continual  blaze  of  mufquctry 
from  the  redoubt,  and  to  a  deftruftive  crofs  lire  from  the  ad- 
joining batteries,  which  mowed  down  whole  ranks  of  the 
allies  as  they  advanced.  They,  with  great  bravery,  moved 
en  until  they  reached  the  redoubt,  where  the  conteft  became 
more  fierce.  A  French  and  American  ftandard  were  for  a 
fliort  time  planted  upon  the  parapet.  The  conteft  for  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  redoubt  neverthelefs  continued  to  be  obftinate- 
ly  maintained  on  both  fides,  and  the  event  remained  in  fuf- 
penfe;  when  Col.  Maitland,  feizing  the  critical  moment,  or- 
dered the  grenadiers  of  the  60th  regiment,  with  the  marines, 
to  move  forward,  and  charge  the  American  column.  This 
movement  decided  the  fate  of  the  attack.  The  aflailants 
were  repulfed,  driven  out  of  the  ditch  of  the  redoubt,  and 
routed  with  L',re;u  lofs.  leaving  behind  them,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  637  of  the  French  troops,  and  264  of  tlie  Ameri- 
cans. T\\c  lois  uf  the  garrifon,  during  the  fiege  2nd  afiault, 
<Ud  not  exceed  120.  Count  Pulafki,  who  commanded  an 
American  rorps,  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  D'Eftaing 
was  wounded  ixi  two  places,  but  in  neither  of  them  danger- 
ouHy. 

Tins  viniucccfsful  t^Fault  determined  the  iffue  of  the  ficge. 
The  Americans  and  French  kept  poiTelhon  of  ihcir  lines  only 
till  the  artillery  and  heavy  baggage  were  withdrawn,  and  re- 
tmbaikcd  on  boaid  the   ileet.      As  ioon  as  thii   was  accom.- 
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plifhed,  the  fiege  was  rciii'ed,  and  the  allies  feparated,  the 
Americans  retreating  into  South-Carolina,  and  the  French 
returning  to  their  fhips.  The  Count  D'Eilaing,  with  part 
of  the  fhips,  returned  to  France,  and  the  reli  proceeded  to 
the  Weft-Indies. 

With  the  raifing  of  the  fie^e  of  Savannah  ended  the  cam- 
paign  to  the  Southward,  without  any  thing  decihve  on  either 
iide.  During  this  year,  the  Britifli  had  overrun  the  State  of 
Georgia  for  150  miles  from  the  fea  coaft,  and  had  penetrated 
as  far,  as  the  lines  of  Charlefton,  but  at  the  '"nd  of  the  cam- 
paign lliey  were  reduced  to  their  original  limits  in  Savaniiah. 

The  campaign  in  the  States  to  the  northward  of  Carolina 
was  Ipent  in  deiultory  operations  and  partial  expeditions,  the 
cbjeft  of  which  feems  to  have  been  to  diftradl  the  attention 
of  the  Americans  by  their  multiplicity,  and  to  weaken  thera 
by  cutting  oif  their  refources,  and  deftioying  their  maga- 
zines of  naval  and  military  ftores. 

Admiral  Gambier,  who  luccceded  Lord  IIowc  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  Britifli  fleet  on  the  American  coaft,  was  recalled 
in  the  fpring  of  the  prefent  year,  and  in  the  month  of  April 
refigned  the  command  to  Sir  George  Collier.  Not  long  after 
his  arrival,  an  expedition  to  the  Chefapeak,  in  Virginia,  was 
concerted  between  him  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Britilh  army.  A  detachment,  confifl- 
ing  of  the  grenadiers  and  light  iiifantry  of  the  guards,  the  ^zd 
regiment,  a  regiment  of  Heflians,  and  the  royal  volunteers 
of  Ireland,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery,  amounting  in  the 
Avhole  to  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Mathew,  was  aihgned  for  this  purpofe, 
and  embarked  on  board  tranfports.  Sir  George  Collier,  ia 
the  Raifonable  of  64  guns,  and  iome  other  velTels,  conveyed 
them.  The  fleet  entered  between  the  Capes  of  Virginia  on 
the  eighth  of  May,  and  on  the  thirteenth  entered  the  mouth 
of  Elizabeth  river.  The  Bntifn  troops  effcftcd  a  landing 
abovit  three  milci,  below  the  fort  of  Fortfmouih.  The  Ame- 
rican garrifon,  fearful  of  being  furrounded,  and  having  their 
retreat  cut  off,  haflily  evacuated  the  fort,  leaving  behind  all 
the  artillery,  ammiuiiiion,  baggage,  and  liorcj.  Gen.  Ma- 
ihew,  after  having  taken  poiTeilion  of  the  fo^  t,  look  a  ilrong 
pohtion  with  his  army  between  Portfmouih  and  the  country, 
his  right  wing  reaching  to  the  fort,  the  left  lo  the  South 
branch  of  Elizubclh  river,    and  the  centre  covered  ia  front 
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by  an  impenetrable  fwamp.  The  Biitilh  commander  fent 
detachments  to  Norfolk  and  Gofport  ;  and  all  the  veflels  in 
JElizabeth  river,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  naval  and  mi= 
litary  (lores,  merchandize,  and  provifions,  were  either  ta- 
ken or  deilroyed  by  the  Britiflb  troops.  At  Kemp's  Land- 
ing, in  Princefs  Ann  county,  and  at  the  town  of  Suffolk,  in 
Nanfemond  county,  an  immenfe  quantity  of  provifions  and 
ftores  of  all  forts,  with  fome  veffels  richly  laden,  were  either 
taken  or  deftroyed  by  other  detachments. 

Thefe  fervices  being  performed,  the  Britifh  troops  were 
re-embarked,  and  the  Ni^hole  fleet,  with  the  prizes,  having 
quitted  Virginia,  arrived  at  New-York  before  the  end  of  'he 
month,  having  been  abfent  only  twenty-four  days.  The 
damage  done  to  the  Americans  has  been  eftimated  at  half  a 
million  fterling,  but  it  did  no  lervice  to  the  royal  caule. 

Soon  after,  a  fimilar  expedition  was  projected  againft  Con- 
xie^iicut.  Governor  Tryon  was  appoined  to  the  command 
of  about  2600  land  forces,  employed  on  this  bufinefs,  and  he 
Was  fupported  by  Gen.  Garth.  The  tranlports  which  con- 
veyed thefe  troops,  were  covered  by  a  iuitable  number  of 
armed  veffels,  commanded  by  Sir  George  Collier.  They 
landed  at  Eaft-Haven,  and  reduced  the  town  to  afhes  ;  after 
which  they  marched  to  New-Haven,  The  town  was  deliv- 
ered up  to  promifcuous  plunder,  and  the  inhabitants  were 
ftripped  of  every  thing.  An  aged  citizen,  who  laboured  under 
a  natural  inability  of  fpeech,  had  his  tongue  cut  out  by  one  of 
the  royal  army.  After  perpetrating  every  fpecies  of  enormi- 
ty, the  invaders  reimbarked,  and  proceeded  by  water  to  Fair- 
field. On  their  approach,  the  town  was  evacuated  by  mofl 
©f  the  inhabitants.  A  few  women  remained,  with  a  view  of 
faving  their  property.  Parties  of  the  Britifh  entered  the  de* 
ferted  houfes,  where  they  took  every  thing  of  value  that 
came  in  their  way,  abufing  the  women  with  the  fouleft  lan- 
guage, threatening  their  lives,  and  prefenting  the  bayonets  to 
their  breafts.  A  fucking  infant  was  plundered  of  its  cioath- 
ing,  while  the  bayonet  w^as  prefented  to  the  breafi;  of  its  mo- 
ther. Towards  evening  they  fet  the  houfes  on  fire,  which 
they  had  previouily  plundered.  The  town  of  Norfolk,  and 
a  part  of  Green's  farms  were  likewife  burnt,  and  two  houfes 
©f  public  v/oifl.ip  were  demoliflied. 

During  this  Ihort  expedition, which  had  lafled  only  nine  days, 
the  iiijurv  fullviincd  bv  the  iahabitants  of  Connetlicut  in  the 
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lofs  of  property,  was  very  conOderablc  :  But  notvvilhfl:?nding 
theconflagrationof  fo  many  townson  thelea-coafl,  Gen.Wafh- 
ington  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  abandon  his  ftrong  fitu- 
ation  in  the  neighborhood  of  New-York.  He  apprehended, 
that  one  defign  of  the  Britifh  in  thefe  movements  was  to  draw- 
off  a  part  of  his  army  from\Veft-Point,to  favouran  intended  at- 
tack on  thst  important  poll.  It  was  his  uniform  praclice,  to 
rifque  no  more  by  way  of  covering  the  country,  than  was 
confiftent  with  the  general  fafety.  His  apparent  apathy, 
with  refpe£^  to  Connedicut,  produced  murmurs  among  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  Britifh  commanders  were  devifinT  mca- 
fures  for  improving  the  difpofition,  which  had  manifefted 
itfelf  in  Connecticut  :  But  Gen.  Wafhington  had  already  at- 
chieved  an  enterprize,  which  dilconcerted  all  their  defi^nss 
againfl  that  State,  and  called  their  attention  to  a  diflFerent 
quarter.  This  was  the  furprife  of  the  fort  of  Stony-Point 
which  was  taken  by  affault  in  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of 
July.  It  Vv'2S  an  enterprize  of  difficulty  and  danger  ;  and 
the  American  Gen.  Wayne  who  conducted  it,  deferved  great 
praife  for  his  gallantry  and  good  conduft,  as  did  the  troops 
which  he  commanded,  for  their  bravery. 

With  a  ftrong  detachment.  Gen.  Wa^me  fet  out  at  noon 
and  completed  a  march  of  fourteen  miles,  over  bad  roads,  hv 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  After  having  reconnoitered 
the  works,  he  divided  his  troops  into  two  colum.ns,  entered 
the  works  in  oppofitc  quarters,  and  met  in  the  centre  of 
them  about  one  in  the  morning  of  the  fixteenth  of  July.  Nei- 
ther the  morafs,  the  double  row  of  abbatis,  nor  the  ftrenpth 
of  the  works,  damped  the  ardour  of  the  affailants.  In  the 
face  of  the  moft  tremendous  fire  of  mufkctry,  and  of  cannon 
loaded  with  grape  fhot,  they  forced  their  way  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  through  every  obftacle.  Col.  Johnft.n,  of  the 
17th  regiment,  commanded  the  Britifli  garrifon,  which  con- 
fifted  of  the  17th  regiment,  the  gren^idier  company  of  the 
71ft,  a  company  of  the  regiment  of  Loyal  Americans,  and  a 
detachment  of  artillery,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
fix  hundred  men  ;  of  thefe  one  hundred  and  fifty  two  were 
either  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  reft,  with  their  command- 
er, were  made  prifoners.  Two  flags,  two  ftandards,  15  pieces 
of  ordnance,  and  a  confiderablc  quantity  of  military  ftores, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors. 

The  conduft  of  the  Americans   upon  this  occafion  was 
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highly  meritorious;  for  they  would  have  been  fully  ju ill iie<i 
in  putting  the  garrifon  to  the  fword  ;  not  one  man  of  which 
was  put  to  death  but  in  fair  combat. 

As  foon  as  the  news  of  that  event  reached  New- York,  pre- 
parations were  made  to  recover  the  fort.  The  Britifh  com- 
mander expetled  that  Gen.  V/afhington  might  be  tempted  to 
quit  his  faftneffes,  and  rifque  an  engagement  for  the  poffeffi- 
on  of  Stoney-Point.  But  this  was  not  Gen.  Wafhington's 
intention.  Orders  were  given  for  evacuating  Stoney-Point, 
■which  was  done  after  as  many  of  the  works  had  been  de- 
flroyed  as  the  time  would  permit.  On  the  third  day  after 
the  capture  of  that  fort,  the  Britifh  regained  pofTeiTion  of 
it,   rer'aired  the  Vv'orks,  and  placed  in  it  a  larger  garrifon. 

This  liicceisful  enterprize  was  fpeedily  followed  bv  ano- 
ther, which  equalled  it  in  boldnefs  of  defign.  This  was  the 
fdrprize  of  the  Britifh  garrifon  at  Powles's  Hook,  oppofite  to 
New-York,  on  the  Jerfey  fhore,  which  was  effected  by  Ma- 
jor Lee,  with  about  350  men.  About  30  of  the  Britifh  were 
killed,  and  169  taken  priioners.  Major  Lee,  according  to 
the  orders  he  had  received,  made  an  immediate  retreat,  with- 
out waiting  to  deftroy  either  the  barracks  or  the  artillery. 

But  thefc  advantages  were  counterbalanced  by  an  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt,  made  by  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  on  a 
Britifh  pofh  at  Penobicot. 

Gen.  Francis  Maclean,  who  commanded  the  Britifh  troops 
in  Nova- Scotia,  with  a  detachment  of  650  m.en,  in  J;he  month 
of  June  embarked  in  tranfports,  and,  efcorted  by  three  floops 
of  war,  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Penobfcot,  in  order  to  form  a 
fettlemcnt,  and  efhablifh  a  poft  which  might  not  only  lerve 
to  check  the  incurfions  of  the  Americans,  into  Nova-Scotia, 
but  be  the  means  of  obtaining  a  conftant  fupply  of  fhip  tim- 
ber, with  which  the  neighbouring  country  abounded,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  King's  yards  at  Halifax  and  other  places.  The 
bav  of  Penobicot  is  about  feven  leagues  in  breadth  at  the 
mouth,  and  fevcnteen  leagues  in  length,  terminating  where 
the  river  Penobfcot  emptiesitfelf  into  the  headof  it  ;  and  the 
lands  all  round  were  then  covered  with  wood,  fcarceiy  any 
fetilements  having  been  made  upon  them.  About  nine  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  Penobfcot  river,  on  the  eaftern  \\dc  of 
the  bay,  is  a  fmall  but  convenient  harbour,  which  fllil  retains 
its  ?.ncient  Indian  name  of  Majabagaduce  ;  and  a  point  of 
land,  forming  one  (ide  of  thai,  harbour,  was  the  fpot  Hxed 
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upon  by  Gen.  Maclean  for  crefting  a  fort  to  proteft  the  fet- 
tlement. 

This  occafioned  alarm  at  Bofton,  and  it  was  refolved  to 
.counteraft  the  eftablifhmetit  of  the  poft.  A  fqusdron  v/as 
foon  got  in  readinefs,  which  confifted  of  nirieteen  armed 
fhips  and  brigantines,  the  largefl  carrying  thirty-two,  and  the 
fmalleft  ten  guns.  To  thefe  were  added  twenty-feven  tranf- 
ports,  having  on  board  three  thoufand  troops  ;  the  fleet  be- 
ing under  the  direftion  of  Commodore  Sahonftall,  and  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  LoveU 

Gen.  Maclean  received  intelligence  of  the  failing  of  this 
armament  only  four  days  before  its  arrival  at  Penobl'cot.  At 
that  time,  two  of  the  baflions  of  the  intended  fort  were  not 
begun,  and  the  other  two,  with  the  curtains,  were  in  no 
part  above  five  feet  in  height,  and  twelve  in  thicknefs. 
There  was  no  platform  laid,  nor  any  artillery  mounted,  and 
the  ditch  in  moil  parts  was  not  more  than  three  feet  deep. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  this  intelligence.  Gen.  Maclean  employ- 
ed his  troops  day  and  night  on  fuch  works  as  were  immedi- 
ately necefifary  to  fecure  them  againft  an  affault. 

The  Americans  effecled  a  landing  before  day  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  at  a  place  which  had  been 
thought  inacceilible,  and  on  the  thirtieth  opened  a  battery 
againft  the  works,  at  the  diftance  of  fcven  hundred  and  fifty 
yards.  From  the  incelTant  labour  of  the  garrifon,  the  gorge 
of  one  of  the  unfinifhed  baftions  was  filled  up  with  logs  of 
timber,  and  the  other  was  furrounded  with  a  work  of  facines 
and  earth,  ten  feet  thick  ;  platforms  were  hid,  and  artillery 
mounted  ;  fo  that  by  the  time  the  Am.ericans  had  opened 
their  battery,  the  Britifh  thought  themfelves  tolerably  pre- 
pared to  refift  an  affault.  The  Americans  made  frequent  at- 
tempts to  enter  the  harbour,  but  were  conftantly  repulfed 
by  the  fire  from  the  Britifli  fliips  of  war,  and  a  battery  ereft- 
ed  to  fupport  them  on  fhore.  The  Americap  land  forces, 
neverthelefs,  continued  to  make  approaches,  and  ere6i  new 
batteries  ;  and  a  brifk  cannonade  was  kept  up  between  them 
and  the  garrifon  for  near  a  fortnight.  Frequent  fkirmlfhes 
happened  without  the  fort,  the  garrifon  being  under  the  nc- 
ceiTiiy  of  preferving  a  communication  with  the  (hipping  and 
the  battery  which  covered  it.  Gen.  Maclean  received,  on 
the  twelfth  of  Augull,  intelligence  by  a  deferter,  that  on  the 
foliovv'in?  dav  an  alTault  w?s  to  be  made  on  the  fort,  and  an 
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attack  upon  the  fliips  of  war  about  th^e  fame  time.  But  the 
approach  of  the  Britifh  fquadrcn  under  Sir  George  Collier^ 
which  had  failed  from  New-Y,ork  to  the  relief  of  the  garri- 
fon,  prevented  th.e  Americans  from  executing  their  iiitention, 
During  the  night  of  the  thirteenth  to  the  fourteenth  of  Au- 
guiL  the  befiegers  evacuated  the  works,  and  re-embarked  with 
tlie  greateft  part  of  their  cannon  on  board  the  fnips.  A  flight 
of  the  American  fleet  took  place,  not  daring  to  wait  the  fl)ock 
of  the  BritiQi  fquadron.  Tv/o  of  the  Americ;tn  armed  fliJDS 
endeavoured  to  get  to  fea  by  pafflng  round  Long-lfland, 
which  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  bay  ;  but  they  were  foon  in- 
tercepted, the  flrd  being  taken,  and  the  other  run  afliore  and 
blown  up  by  the  crew.  The  reft  of  their  fleet,  with  the 
tranTporis,  fled  to  the  jiead  of  the  bay,  and  entered  the  mouth 
of  Penobfcot  river,  Vv'here  they  landed,  and  thereby  became 
expofed  to  a  danger  almoft  as  great  as  that  which  they  had 
elcaped.  They  had,  without  proviflons  or  any  other  necef- 
larics,  to  explore  ti^eir  way  for  more  than  an  hundred  miles 
through  this  pathlefs  defert,  before  they  could  reach  a  pl.ace 
from  wliich  fupplics  might  be  obtained.  All  the  American 
armed  veffcls  were  either  taken  or  deftroyed.  The  garrifon 
loft  70  men,   killed,  wounded  and  miffing. 

Sir  George  Coflier,  on  his  return  to  New-York,  found 
himlelf  fuperfeded  by  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  from 
England,  with  fome  fl^iips  of  war,  and  a  fleet  of  tranfports,, 
bringing  a  reinforcement  of  troops.  To  the  Admiral  he  re- 
figncd  the  command,  and  embarked  for  England. 

When  this  reinforcement  arrived,  the  feafon  for  a£lioti 
was  not  entirely, over  ;  but  the  appearaiice  of  the  formidable 
French  fleet  on  the  coaft  of  Georgia,  and  the  expe8:ed  attack 
againft  New-York,  from  the  French  by  fea,  and  the  Amerir 
cans  by  land,  obliged  .Sir  lienry  Clinton  to  give  up  all 
thoughts  of  offenflve  operations  during  tlie  remainder  of  the 
campaign,  and  in  order  to  concentre  the  Britifh  forces, 
•Rhode-Ifland  was  evacuated,  and  the  garrifon  withdrawn  to 
New-York.  This  viflt  of  the  French  fleet  to  the  American 
-coaft,  though  unfuccefsful  as  to  its  main  objeft,  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  lerviceablc  to  the  American  caufe,  as  it  (/uliged 
Yhc  Brhiih  commander  to  c}iar"-fe  his  fvftem,  and  aft  uuon 
tiie  defcnfive  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign. 

While  the  war  thus  was  bnguiuilng  with  refpcft  to  great 
objefts  in  the  country,  where  it  originjited,  it  was  raging  on 
^  new  filement.    JloliUiiies  between  the  JIcgU  of  Fr-acc  anil 


•THE    AME!i:CAN     WAR.  <^^ 

jg- .-.  -nsiiisa77r-]Tiiiisr.7TaiiaK<iBg^^ 
England  were  cairyu.g  on  in  both  the  Indies,  and  in  the  Eu- 
ropean leas,  as  v/ell  as  on  the  coad  of  An^.erica.  Dii'h-efiin^ 
was  at  this  time  the  fuuation  of  Great-Britain,  She  vvaiS 
weakened  and  direr  acted- in  a  domeflic  conlell,  was  involved 
in  a  new  end  much  more  dangerous  war  with  one  of  the 
greatefh  powers  of  Europe,  and  before  the  end  of  this  year, 
fne  had  the  mortification  to  fee  tlie  King  of  Spain  alfo  take  a 
decided  part  againil  her.  This  union  of  Spain  with  France 
had  for  fome  time  been  forefeen  by  Great-Britain,  and 
the  moft  vigorous  prepar:'tions  were  made  by  lier  to  refifl 
the  imuendin^  dorm.  Gibrahar,  where  an  attack  v.'as  ex- 
peftcd,  v/as,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  reinforced  with  troops, 
and  plentifully  fupplicd  with  provihon,    and  itorc. 

The  declaration  of  war  againil  Great-Britain,  on  the  part 
of  the  Spaniflr  nation,  though  long  cxpcSed,  was  not  made 
till  the  month  of  June,  after  every  thing  had  been  prepared 
by  them  for  acting  with  eiictl.  The  grand  Spanifh  fleet  was' 
ready  to  (ail  ;  troops  were  in  motion  to  occupy  the  works  at 
St.  R.oque,  and  invefl Gibraltar  by  bind,  v/hilila  naval  force 
was  proceeding  to  block  it  up 'by  fea.  Whilfl:  Gr.  Biitaiii 
was  embarraffed  with  the  complicated  operations  of  fo  exten- 
f;ve  a  war,  it  was  Iioped  that  Spain  might  v^Mth  eafe  recover 
back  fome  of  the  poifeihons  that  had  been  wrefLed  from  her 
in  Icfs  aufpicious  times. 

The  province  of  Weft- Florida,  in  the  month  of  AugufI-, 
was  invaded  by  two  thoufe^nd  Spaniards,  under  the  command 
of  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  and  the  reduction  of  Gibraltar- 
being  ihougiit  imprafticable  any  other  way  than  by  blockade,- 
it  was  invefted  belli  by  iea  and  land. 

By  this  time,  the  diiiicuities  under  which  tlie  new  formed 
Stales  of  America  were  labourin:^,  had  been  greatly  increafed 
by  the  depreciation  of  tli;  ii-  paper  currency.  1  he  conteiT: 
originating  on  the  lubjcct  of  taxation,  the  laying  on  of  taxes 
adequate  to  the  cxigci:cies  of  war,  would  have  been  impoli- 
tic. The  only  plaufible  expedicrit  in  the  power  of  Corgrefs 
was  therefore  to  adopt  the  emifdon  of  bills  of  credit,  rcpre- 
fcnting  ipccic,- Ui-der  a  public  engagement  to  be  ultimateiy 
funk  by  equal  taxes,  or  cxchang-^d  for  gokl  or  filvcr.  'i);c 
United  States  derived  {rc>m  this  -paper  creation,  foraconii- 
derable  tiinc,  much  benefit.  Bat  the  cncrcaiuig  cxpcrices  of 
tlie  war,  tlie  want  of  oilier  refourccs,  and  the  readincfs  of  live 
people  to  rcca^ive  tii-oic  bills,  prompted  Ccn^rcfs  lu  inuhiply 
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than  beyond  the  limits  of  prudence,  A  diminution  of  their 
value  was  the  unavoidable  confequence.  The  depreciation 
continued  by  a  kind  of  gradual  progrelTion  from  the  year 
ii'/']J  to  1780  :  fo  that  at  lad  the  Continental  dollars  were 
paifed  in  moft  parts  of  America  from  50  or  60  for  one,  and  af- 
terwards 150  for  one.  The  requilition  made  by  Congrefs  to 
the  feveral  States  for  fupplies,  were  alfo  far  from  being  al- 
ways regularly  complied  with,  and  their  troops  were  often 
in  want  of  the  moft  common  neceilaries.  Hitherto  the  caufc 
of  the  United  States  appears  alfo  to  have  fufFered  by  their  de- 
pending too  much  on  temporary  enliflments.  But,  during 
this  year,  the  Congrefs  endeavoured  to  put  their  army  upon 
a  more  permanent  footing,  and  to  give  all  the  fatisfa£lion  to 
their  officers  and  foidiers  which  their  circumflances  would 
permit.  They  appointed  a  committee  for  arranging  their  fi- 
nances, and  made  fome  new  regulations  refpefting  the  war- 
office  and  treafury  board,  and  other  public  offices. 

From  thefe  events,  which  caufed  but  temporary  embarraff- 
ments,  I  reaiTume  the  thread  of  the  hiftory  of  the  war. 


SIXTH     CAMPAIGN,     1780. 

X  HE  departure  of  Count  D'Eflaing,  after  his  unfucccfs- 
ful  attack  upon  Savannah,  which  has  already  been  related, 
was  no  fooner  known,  than  Sir  Henry  Clinton  fet  on  foot 
an  expedition,  the  objccl  of  which  was  the  taking  of  Charles- 
ton, and  the  reduftion  of  the  province  of  South-Carolina. 
Xhe  troops  deligned  for  this  expedition,  wert  immediately 
embarked  on  board  the  tranfports  ;  and  thefe,  efcorted  by 
admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  an  adequate  naval  force,  failed  from 
Sandy-Hook  on  the  26th  of  December,  1779.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  accompanied  the  expedition,  committing  the  com- 
mand of  the  royal  army  in  New-York,  to  Gen.  Knyphaufen. 
Such  was  the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  that  this  fleet  was  foon 
feparated,  and  driven  out  of  its  cotirfe  by  tempeftuous 
weather  ;  and  fcarcely  any  of  the  fhips,  arrived  at  Tybee, 
their  place  of  rendezvous,  before  the  end  of  January. 
Some  of  their  veffcls  were  taken  ;  forne  others  were  loft, 
«nd  all  received  damage.  Amongft  the  fliips  that  were  loft, 
was  one  which  contained  the  heavy  ordnance,  and  almoft 
all  the  horfes  belonging  to  the  artillery  or  cavalry,   perifficd 
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during  the  pa{r:?ge.'  Alter  having  repaired  the  damages,  the 
fleet  proceeded  from  Tybee  to  North  Edenton  Sound  ;  and 
on  the  11th  of  February,  the  Britifh  troop*  were  difembarked 
on  John's.,  Idand,  about  thirty  miles  from  Charlefton. 
Thev  advanced  flowly  through  the  country,  pailing  from 
John's  to  James'  Illaad  ;  and  from  thence  over  Wappoo- 
Cut,  to  the  main  land,  until  they  reached  the  banks  of  Afh- 
ley  river,  oppofite  to  Charleflon.  At  the  fame  time,  part 
of  the  fleet  was  fent  round  to  block  up  the  harbour  of 
Charleflon  by  Tea. 

The  lolTes  which  the  Britifh  army  h.ad  fuliamed  in  the 
late  tempedous  weather,  induced  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  dif- 
patch  an  order  to  N^ew-York  for  reinforcements  of  men  and 
ftores.  He  at  the  fame  time  direfted  Gen.  Prevoft,  to  fend 
on  to  ;'.im  twelve  hundred  men  from  the  garrifon  of  Savan- 
nah. Gen.  Patterlon  at  the  head  of  this  detachment,  made 
his  way  good  over  the  river  Savannah,  and  through  ihe  in- 
termediate countrv,  and  loon  after  joined  Sir  Henry  Cimton 
near  the  banks  of  Afhley  river. 

It  was  not  until  the  29th  of  March,  that  the  advance  of 
the  royal  army  crowed  that  river  at  the  ferry,  and  landed  on 
Charlefton  Neck,  fome  miles  above.  On  the  following 
day  the  Eiitifh  troops  cTicamped  in  front  of  the  American 
lines  ;  and  on  the  ifiiof  April,  began  to  break  ground  before 
Charlefton,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  on«  thoufand  yards 
from  the  American  works. 

The  tedious  paflagc  from  New- York  to  Tybee,  and  the 
flow  advance  of  the  royal  army,  after  tiicy  had  landed,  gave 
the  Americans  time  not  only  to  ftrengthen,  but  greatly  to 
enlarge  the  defences  of  Charleflon.  A  chain  of  re- 
doubts, lines,  and  batteries,  was  thrown  up  extending  from 
Afiiley,  to  Cooper  river,  upon  which  were  mounted  up- 
wards of  eighty  pieces  of  cannon  and  mortars.  In  front  of 
the  whole,  was  a  (Irong  abbatis,  and  a  wet  ditch  made  by 
paihng  a  canal  from  the  heads  of  fwamps,  which  run  in  op- 
porited:ire£lions.  Between  the  lines  and  the  abbatis,  deep 
holes  were  dug  at  fliort  intervals.  The  woiks  on  the  right 
and  left,  were  not  only  of  great  flrength,  but  advanced  fo  far 
beyond  the  range  of  the  intermediate  line,  as  to  enlilade  the 
canal,  almod  from  one  end  to  the  other  :  and  in  the  centre 
was  a  hornwork  of  mafonry,  which  being  clofcd  dujing  the 
hege,  formed  a  kind  of  citadel.     Vs'orks  wc:  c  «ilb  thro'si'n  up 
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during  the  paff^ge.'  After  having  repaired  the  damages,  the 
fleet  projeeded  from  Tybee  to  North  Edento;i  Sound  ;  and 
on  the  nth  of  February,  the  Britifh  troops  were  difembarked 
on  Jonn's ,  laand,  about  thirty  miles  from  Charlefton. 
They  advanced  flovvly  through  the  country,  paffing  from 
John's  to  James'  Ifiand  ;  and  from  thence  over  Wappoo- 
Cut,  to  the  main  land,  until  they  reached  the  banks  of  Afh- 
lev  river,  oppofue  to  Charlefton.  At  the  fame  time,  part 
of  the  fleet  was  fent  round  to  block  up  the  harbour  of 
Charlefton  by  fea. 

The  lofTes  which  the  B/itifli  army  had  fuHained  in  the 
late  tempeftous  we-atherj  induced  Sir  Kenry  Clinton,  to  dif- 
patch  an  order  to  New-York  for  reinforcements  of  men  and 
ftores.  fie  at  the  fame  time  direfted  Gen.  Prevoft,  to  fend 
on  to  b.im  twelve  hundred  men  from  the  garrifon  of  Savan- 
nah. Gen.  Patterfon  at  the  head  of  this  detachment,  made 
his  way  good  over  the  river  Savannah,  and  through  the  in- 
termediate country,  and  loon  after  joined  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
near  the  banks  of  Alhley  river. 

It  v/as  not  until  the  29th  of  March,  that  the  advance  of 
the  royal  army  eroded  that  river  at  the  ferry,  and  landed  on 
Charlefton  Neck,  fome  miles  above.  On  the  following 
day  the  Eritifh  troops  encamped  in  front  of  the  American 
lines  ;  and  on  the  1  ft  of  April,  began  to  break  ground  before 
Charlefton,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  on<3  thoufand  yards 
from  the  American  works. 

The  tedious  pafiagc  from  New-York  to  Tybee,  and  the 
floiv  advance  of  the  royal  army,  after  they  had  landed,  gave 
the  Americans  time  not  only  to  ftrengthen,  but  greatly  to 
enlarge  the  defences  of  Charlefton.  A  chain  of  re- 
doubts, lines,  and  batteries,  was  thrown  up  extending  from 
Afnley,  to  Cooper  river,  upon  which  were  mounted  up- 
wards of  eighty  pieces  of  cannon  and  mortars.  In  front  of 
the  whole,  was  a  ftrong  abbatis,  and  a  wet  ditch  made  by 
paihn?  a  canal  from  the  heads  of  fvvamps,  which  run  in  op- 
pofitexlireftions.  Between  the  lines  and  the  abbatis,  deep 
holes  were  dug  at  fhovt  intervals.  The  woiks  on  the  right 
and  left,  were  not  only  of  great  ftrength,  but  advanced  fo  far 
b!:yond  the  range  oi  the  intermediate  line,  as  to  eniilade  the 
canal,  almoft  from  one  end  to  the  other  :  and  in  the  centre 
was  a  hornwork  of  mafonry.  which  being  clofcd  during  the 
ficge,  formed  «  kind  of  citadel.     Vv^oi  ks  were  uilb  lhro^»'n  up 
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©u  all  fi-desqf  the  town,  were  a  landing  was  pra^icable.  Buf, 
befides  thofe  ninneroLis  batterieSj  Charleflon  uas  ftill 
more  effectually  protefted  by  the  bar,  or  knd  bar.k,  at  tho 
iHoutb  of  the  inlet  that  led  from  the  fea.  This  bar  could 
^ot  be  paffed  by  large  flups  of  war,  and  the  entry  of  others 
\va:&- rendered  difficult  and  dangerous.  The  American  com- 
modore, Whipple,  occupied  the  ftation  which  coramanded 
the  bar,  with  a  iquadron  of  of  nine  fail ;  the  iargeil  carrying 
forty-four,  and  the  fmallefl  iixteen  guns. 

Great  expctlations  were  at  firil  entertained,  of  the  fuc- 
eefeful  defence  of  the  bar,  from  the  2dvantageous  pofition 
cf  the-  American,  fquadron  ;  but,  on  further  examination, 
this  was  found  to  be  imprafticable.  Commodore  Whipple, 
therefore  fell  back  to  fort  Moukrie,  and  afterwards  to 
Chailefton,  and  the  crew  and  guns  of  all  his  veflels,  ex- 
cept one,  were  put  on  fhore  lo  reinforce  the  batteries.  To 
prevent  the  Britilh  armed  vefiels  from  running  into  Cooper 
rivsr,  eleven  velTcls  were  iunkacrofs  the  mouth  of  it.  This 
was  a  mofl  important  precaution  ;  for  had  the  Britifh  fleet 
beeia  permitted  to  gain  poffellioti  of  Cooper  river,  their  ^arp-- 
•ft  fhips  might  have  been  fo  ilationed  as  to  rake  the  Ameri- 
can lines,  and  to  interrupt  the  only  communication,  that  re- 
mained between  the  town  and  country. 

Commodore  V/hipple  having  quitted  his  ftation,  admiral 
Arbuthnot  entered  the  bar.  On  the  the  9th  of  April  he 
weighed  anchor,  at  five  fathom  hole,  and  with  the  advan- 
tage of  a  Ilrong  foutherly  wind,  and  flowing  tide,  paffed 
w-it4i  his  fhips  the  fire  of  fort  Moultre,  with  very  little 
lofs"^  a,nd  their  entry  into  Cooper  river  being  precluded, 
they  anchored  near  the  remains  of  fort  Johnion.  This 
fquadron  confifled  of  the  Renown  of  fifty,  the  Romulus, 
and  Roebuck,  each  of  forty-four  guns  ;  the  Richmond^ 
Blonde,  Raleigh  and  Virginia,  frigates,  and  the  Sandwich 
a-rmed  fhip.  The  fame  day  on  which  this  fleet  paffed  fort 
Moultrie,  the  firft  parallel  of  the  befiegers  was  finifncd  :  and 
thetown  being  now  almoff  completely  invefled,  both  by  fea 
and»,land,  the  Britlfii  commanders  fummoned  Gen.  Lincoln  ta 
iurrender.  His  anfwcr  was  fliort,  but  firm,  declaring  that 
he  would  defend  the  town  lo  the  lad  extremit}'. 

The  batteries  of  the  firft  parallel  were  opened  upon  the 
town,  which  did  fomc  execution  ;  but  ftill  the  communica- 
tfiun  bctvv'een  tha  country   and  the  g^rrifon  Wi>  kept  open 
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acrofs  Cooper  river.  The  American  General,  Woodford, 
paffsd  this  river  with  fevcn  hundred  men,  and  entered  ths 
town  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  fummons  was  fent  to 
Gen.  Lincoln.  Neverthelefs,  the  regular  force  in  the  gani- 
fon  was  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  befiegers,  and  but  few 
of  the  militia  could  be  perfuaded  to  leave  their  plantations, 
and  reinforce  their  brethren  in  the  capital.  In  order  to 
keep  up  the  communication  between  the  town  and  country. 
Gen.  Lincoln  had  left  his  cavalry  without  the  lines,  with  or- 
ders to  traverfe  and  keep  open  the  country  to  the  eaftward 
of  Cooper  river  ;  and  the  militia  without  the  lines  were 
re<|ueO:ed  to  rendezvous  there  ;  but  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
after  having  fecured  his  own  communications  with  the  Tea- 
detached  Colonel  Wcbfter,  v/ith  one  thoufand,  four  hundred 
men,  to  cut  off  thofe  of  the  Americans.  The  advanced- 
guard  of  this  detachment,  compofed  of  Tarleton's  legion  and 
Fergufon's  corps,  in  the  night  of  the  fourteenth  of  April, 
furprifed  the  American  cavalry,  with  the  militia  attached  to 
them,  at  Biggin's  Bridge,  near  Monk's  corner,  thircy-two 
miles  from  Charlefton,  and  completely  routed  and  difperfed 
them. 

After  this  defeat,  the  Britifli  extended  themfelves  to  th? 
eaflward  of  Cooper  river,  and  the  arrival  of  a  reinforcement 
of  3000  men  from  New-York,  enabled  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 
lend  more  confiderable  detachments  to  the  Eaftward  of  Coop- 
er river,  fo  as  to  cut  off  from  the  garrifon  all  reafonable 
hopes  of  effefting  a  retreat.  By  the  advice  of  a  council  of 
war,  offers  of  capitulation  were  made  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, which  he  inftantly  rejefted,  but  the  garrifon  adhered 
to  them,  in  hopes  that  fuccours  would  arrive  from  the 
neighbouring  ftates.  In  the  mean  time  the  befiegera 
were  daily  advancing  their  works  :  the  fecond  parallel  was 
completed  on  the  twentieth  of  April,  and  the  third  or^  the 
the  6th  of  May.  On  the  fame  day,  the  garrifon  of  Fort 
Moultrie  furrendered  to  Capt.  Fludfon  of  the  navy,  who  had 
haded  on  Sullivan's  iOiad,  with  200  feamen  and  ma- 
rines, to  attack  tke  Fort  by  land,  whilft  the  ffiips  prepared 
to  batter  it  from  the  water  ;  and,  on  the  fame  day  alfo,  th«i 
remains  of  the  American  cavalry,  wliich  efcaned  from  th« 
Turprife  at  Monk's  corner,  v/erc  again  furprifed  by  CoJ. 
Tctrlcton  on  the  banks  of  the  S?ntee,  aad  tas  whclc  ciuisf 
«aptured.  killed,  or  difperfed. 
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While  thus  every  thing  profpercd  with  the  Britifh,  0?n. 
Clinton,  with  a  view  of  faving  the  efFufion  of  blood,  once 
more  opened  a  correfponde'nce  with  Gen.  Lincoln  for  fne 
furrender  of  the  town.  But  the  American  commander, 
wifhing  to  gain  better  terms  for  the  citizens,  demanded  a 
conference  ;  which  Clinton  refufed.  The  garrifon  then 
recommenced  hoftiiities,  and  the  befiegers  immediately  fol- 
lowed. The  batteries  of  the  third  parallel  opened  upon  the 
town,  and  did  great  execution.  During  this  fire,  which 
continued  for  two  days  without  intermifsion,  the  befiegers 
gained  the  counter-fcarp  of  the  outwork,  that  flanked  the 
canal  ;  the  canal  itfeif  was  palled  :  and  the  works  were  ad- 
advanccd  almoft  to  the  verge  of  the  ditch.  All  expeftation 
of  fuccours  was  at  an  end  ;  and  an  immediate  aflault 
was  to  be  expefted.  Under  the  prelTure  of  thefe  circum- 
flances,  a  number  of  the  citizens  addrelTed  Gen.  Lin- 
coln in  a  petition,  exprefsing  their  acquiefcence  in  the 
terms  which  Gen.  Clinton  had  offered,  and  requefting  his 
acceptance  of  them.  A  flag  of  truce  was  accordingly  fent 
out  with  a  proportion  to  that  effeft  ;  and  the  BritiHi  com- 
mander, unwilling  to  prefs  to  unconditional  fubmifsicn  a 
reduced  enemy,  whom  indulgence  might  yet  reconcile,  ac- 
cepted the  propofition,  and  agreed  to  grant  the  fame  terrriS 
which  had  been  before  reje^ed.  On  the  12th  of  May  a  ca- 
pitulation was  figned  :  and  the  fame  day  the  garrifon  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  Gen.  Lcflie  took  poffefsion  of  the  town. 

By  articles  of  capitulation,  the  garrifon  was  to  march  out 
of  town,  and  to  depofit  their  arms  in  front  of  the  works, 
but  the  drums  were  not  to  beat  a  Britifh  march,  nor  the  co- 
lours to  be  uncafed.  The  troops  and  feaman  were  to  keep 
their  baggage,  and  remain  prifoners  of  war  till  exchanged. 
The  militia  were  pcrm.ittcd  to  return  to  their  refpettive 
homes,  as  prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  while  they  adhered  to 
their  parole,  were  not  to  be  moleftcd  by  the  Britifh  troops, 
in  perfon  or  property.  The  inhabitants  of  all  conditions  to 
be  confidered  as  prifoners  on  parole,  and  to  hold  their  pro- 
perty on  the  fame  terms  with  the  militia.  The  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy,  to  retain  their  fervants,  fwords,  piftols, 
and  baggage  unfearched.  They  were  aUo  permitted  to  fell 
their  horfes,  but  not  to  remove  them.  A  vefTcl  was  allo'.vcd 
to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  with  Gen.  Lincclu'ii  dilpatchcs 
unopened. 
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The  numbers  which  furrendered  prifoners  of  war  in- 
claiive  of  the  militia,  was  above  5000,  but  the  proper  garri- 
fon  at  thetimeof  thefurrender,  did  notexceed  2500.01  which. 
500  werein  the  hofpitals.  Upwards  of  400  pieces  of  artillery 
were  furrendered.  The  Americans  had,  during  the  fiegs 
89  men  killed  and  140  wounded.  Of  the  Britifh  troops,  -jS 
were  killed  and  189  wounded.  The  American  veffels  in  tha 
harbor  of  Charlefton,  the  crews  and  guns  of  which  had 
been  put  on  fhore  to  reinforce  the  batteries^  were  taken  or 
deftroyed.* 

After  the  furrender  of  the  capital,  the  next  objs£l  with  the 
Britifh  was  to  fecure  the  general  fubmifTion  of  the  whole  bo* 
dy  of  the  people.  A  detachment  proceeded  up  the  fcuth 
weft  fide  of  the  Santee  to  the  diftrift  of  Ninety-fix,  in  order 
to  confirm  and  encourage  the  loyal,  and  reduce  the  difaf- 
feded. 

Another  corps  with  a  fimilar  intention,  moved  up  tks 
banks  of  Savannah  to  Augufta.  Proclamations  were  ilfued  by 
the  Britifh  commander,  by  which  efFe6lual  countenance^ 
proteftion  and  fupport,  were  promifed  to  the  King's  faith» 
ful  and  peaceable  fubjefts  and  the  moft  exemplary  leverity, 
with  confiscation  of  property,  denounced  againft  thofe  who 
fhould  hereafter  appear  in  arms  v/ithin  the  province  ag^inil 
his  Majefty's  government,  or  who  fnould  attempt  to  compel 
any  others  to  do  fo,  or  who  fhould  hinder  or  intimidate  any 
of  the  King's  faithful  and  loving  fubjetls  from  joining  his  for- 
ceSjOr  performing  thofe  duties  which  their  allegiance  required. 

At  the  fame  time,  Lord  CornwalHs  with  a  body  of  troops 
was  detached,  to  drive  out  of  the  province  a  coips  of  conti- 
nental troops  under  Colonel  Burford,  who,  arriving  too  late 
in  the  fiege  to  be  able  to  throw  fuccours  into  Charlefton, 
had  taken  poft  on  the  Northern  banks  of  the  Santee.  Imme-* 
diately  after  the  furrender  of  Charlefton,  Colonel  Burford 
whofe  forces  confifted  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  conti- 
nental infantry,  a  detachment  of  Walhington's  cavalry,  and 
two  fix  pounders  had  quitted  his  poft  on  the  banks  qf  the 


*  The  unfuccefsful  defines  of  this  place,  with  lis  confiauence^^ 
dcmonjlratcs  tki  necc£ity  of  facrijicing  thi  to  tons  of  this  coun-, 
try,  in  preference  to  endangering  thi  zuhokj  i>y  ri/^uin^  tc9 
much  fsr  their  df/ence, 
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Santee,  snd  began  a  retreat  up  the  North- Eaft  fide  of  that 
river  with  a  view  cf  retiring  into  the  back  country  of  North- 
Carolina  to  join  a  reinforcement  which  he  expefted  to  meet 
him  by  that  route.  Lord  Cornwaliis  did  not  begin  his 
inarch  in  purfuit  cf  him  until  the  eighteenth  of  May  and 
then  moved  on  towards  Camden.  After  croffing  the  San- 
tee, and  marching  Tome  days  on  the  road  by  which  Burford 
had  retreated,  finding  him  too  far  advanced  to  be  overtaken 
by  the  main  body  of  his  detachment,  Cornwaliis  difpatched 
Colonel  Tarleton  with  forty  men  of  the  Seventeenth  regiment 
of  dragoons,  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
legion,  and  one  hundred  mounted  infantry  of  the  fame  corps, 
to  endeavor  by  forced  marches  to  come  up  with  him.  Af- 
ter a  march  of  one  hundred  and  five  miles  in  fifty- four  hours 
Tarleton  overtook  Burford's  corps  at  Waxhaws,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  NorthXarolina,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  and 
completely  defeated  them.  Five  out  of  fix  of  the  whole  of 
Burford's  corps  were  either  killed  or  fo  badly  wound- 
ed, as  to  be  incapable  of  being  moved  from  the  field  of  bat- 
tle. The  Britilh  had  only  two  oiiicers  and  three  privates 
killed,  and  one  ofHcer  and  fourteen  privates  wounded.  This 
great  difproportion  of  the  killed  on  the  two  fides,  arofefrotn 
the  circumflance,  that  Tarleton's  party  refufed  quarter  to  the 
Americans,  after  they  had  ccafed  to  refill  and  laid  down 
their  arms. 

The  continental  force  in  South-Carolina  being  extirpated 
by  this  defeat,  and  the  inhabitants  in  moH  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince having  fubmitted  to  the  Britifh  government,  from  ne- 
ceffity  or  convenience,  the  BriLilli  commander  in  chief  con- 
iidered  the  province  completely  reduced.  Previous  to  his 
departure  for  New-York,  however,  he  thought  fit  to  iffuc 
another  proclamation,  v/herein  he  virtually  called  upon  the 
inhabitants  to  take  arms  in  fupport  of  royal  government.  The 
helping  hand  of  every  man,  it  was  laid,  was  wanted  to  re- 
eftablifh  peace  and  good  government.  Thole  who  had 
families  might  form  a  militia  to  remain  at  home  and  prefervc 
peace  and  good  order  in  their  own  diftritls  ;  whilft  thofe 
who  were  young,  and  had  no  families,  it  was  expe6l:ed 
would  be  ready  to  aflifl:  the  King's  troops  in  driving  their 
©pprcflors,  and  all  pcrfons  whatfoever*a£ling  under  the  auiho- 
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rity  of  Congrefs,  far  from  \hs  province  ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  that  they  fhould  prepare  themfelves  to  fcrve  with  the 
Kings  troops  for  any  (ix  out  of  the  next  twelve  Months,  un- 
der ofEcsrs  of  their  own  choice,  and  with  this  exprefs  fliou- 
lation,  that  they  fliould  be  allowed,  when  in  lervice,  the 
fame  pay,  aramunition,  and  provilions  as  the  Kings  troops, 
and  Qiould  not  be  obliged  to  march  beyond  North-Carolina 
on  the  one  fide,  or  Georgi-i  on  the  other.  Hav'ing  ferved  for 
that  period,  it  was  hid.  that  they  v/ould  have  paid  their  debt 
to  their  country,  would  be  freed  from  all  further  claim  of 
military  fervice,  except  the  ufusi  militia  duty  at  home,  and 
would  be  entitled  to  enjoy  undifturbed,  that  peace,  libertv, 
and  fecurity  of  property,  which  they  had  contributed  to 
eftablilh. 

General  Clinton,  on  the  fifth  of  Jone,  embarked  fcr  New- 
York,  carrying  with  him  all  the  troops  that  could  be  iDared, 
leaving  Licutcnant-General  Lord  Cornwal'is  in  the  com- 
mand of  thofe  that  remained,  with  the  charge  of  prcfecut- 
ing  the  war  in  North-Carolina  as  foon  as  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  other  circumftances,  v.'ould  permit. 

The  impofTibility  of  fleeing  with  their  families  and  effefts 
and  the  want  of  an  army  to  fupport  them,  had  induced  the 
people  in  the  country  to  abandon  all  fchemes  of  further  re- 
fiilance  which  was  followed  by  an  unufual  ctlrv.. 

But  with  General  Clinton's  proclamation,  which  involved 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  in  the  neceiTity  of  either  fieeing 
out  of  the  country,  or  of  becoming  a  Britifh  I^JiIitia,  the  de- 
clenfion  of  Britifh  authority  commenced.  The  Americans 
flradderedat  the  thought  of  taking  arms  againd  their  Amer- 
ican brethren,  "  If  we  muft  hght,  faid  they,  let  it  be  on 
the  iide  of  America,  our  friends  and  countrymea.'* 

The  army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  amounted  to  about  four 
thoufand  men  ;  but  the  expedition  into  North-Carolina  was 
necclTarily  delayed,  from  the  heat  of  the  feafon,  the  un'ettled 
flate  of  Soutk-Carolins,  the  impodibiliiy  of  fubfifting  an  ar- 
rPiy  in  that  province  until  the  harved  was  over,  and  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  forming  magazines,  with  a  chain  of  com.munioa- 
tions  properly  fecured  before  the  expedition  was  begun. 
The  Britifh  troops  were  In  the  mean  time  fo  diipofed  in  can- 
tonments as  to  cover  the  frontiers  both  of  South-Cdroltna 
and  Gcor^i?,  and  fscure  ihcir  inlcraal  i]uiet. 
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Their  principal  force  upon  the  frontiers  was  at  Cafndeft 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Rawdon,  confifting  of  the 
Iwenty-thirdand  thirty-third  regiments,  the  volunteer?  o  fire- 
land,  the  legion  cavalry,  two  corps  of  provincials,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery.  Major  M'Arthur  was  detached  with 
two  battalions  to  Cheraw  Hill,  upon  the  river Pedee,  to  cov* 
er  the  country  between  Camden  and  Georgetown,  and  to 
correfpond  with  the  highland  fettlement  on  Crofs  Creek,  in 
North-Caroiina.  Georgetown  was  garrifoned  by  a  detach- 
ment of  provincials  under  Captain  Saunders  of  the  Queen's 
rangers.  Camden  was  connefted  with  the  diftrift  of  Nine- 
ty-Six by  a  (Irong  pod  at  Rocky  Mount,  upon  the  Waieree, 
garriloned  by  the  New-York  volunteers,  and  fome  militia, 
under  Colonel  TurnbuU.  At  Ninety-Six  were  Rationed 
three  battalions  of  provincials,  and  fome  companies  of  light 
infantry  commanded  by  Colonel  Cruger.  Major  Fergufon's 
corps  of  provincials,  and  a  body  of  loyal  militia  were  not  fta- 
tionary,  but  traverfed  the  country  between  the  Waterec  and 
the  Saludaj  and  fometimes  approached  the  confines  of  North- 
Carolina.  The  reft  of  the  Britifii  troops  were  ftationed  at 
Au^ufla,  Cliarlefton,  Beaufort,  and  Savannah.  At  Carnden 
was  to  be  formed  the  principal  Magazine  for  the  intended 
expedition. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  as  foon  as  he  had  fixed  the  pods,  and 
cantoned  his  troops,  repaired  to  Charlelton  where  he  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  forming  regulations  for  the  internal  gov- 
ernment of  South- Carolina.  A  board  of  police  was  eftab- 
liQied  for  the  adminiRration  of  Juflice,  until  the  fituationof 
the  province  fhould  admit  of  the  regular  reftoration  of  its 
former  civil  government.  Commercial  regulations  were 
made  for  permitting  to  a  certain  extent  the  exportation  or 
the  produce  of  the  country  ;  and  great  pains  were  taken  to 
enroll  the  militiaj  and  prepare  for  a  {Tiding  in  the  defence  of 
the  province. 

But  this  interval  of  quiet  was  not  of  long  duration.  While 
the  Brilifh  were  endeavouring  to  drengrhen  the  party  for 
royal  government,  the  Americans  were  not  inattentive  to 
their  intereds.  Congrefs  ordered  a  condderable  detach- 
ment from  General  Wadiington's  army,  to  be  marched  to  the 
adidance  of  their  adherents  in  South- Carolina.  North-Ca- 
rolina, and  Virginia  alfo,  made  vigorous  exeitions  to  get  a  bo* 
dy  of  men  into  the  Reld  for  the  furne  purpolc. 
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The  intelligence  of  thore  movements  quickly  difpelled  tbe 
Eppiehenficn  of  thcfe  v/ho  from  fxar  had  fubmiued  to  the 
Briiifh  gov;;rnment  ard  were  very  e^rly  tJfguited  by  the 
proclamatioo  of  Sir  Kcnry  Clinton,  which  in  one  inflsnt, 
converted  them  either  into  loyni  lubje6vs  or  rebels.  T\i.i 
Ipiric  of  revolt,  which  had  been  hi.h^rto  rcftriined  by 
the  ditlance  of  the  continental  force,  no'.v  burft  forth  into 
action.  It  made  its  fird  appearance  in  two  d>ffercnt  qaar- 
'.ers  about  the  fame  inftant  of  time.  Since  the  fall  of  Ciia:  les- 
ion the  command  of  the  militia,  in  the  d:itr:£^  bordering  on 
the  rivers  Tyger  and  Enoree,  had  been  given  to  a  C.  1  onel 
Floyd,  their  former  commander.  Colonel  Neale,  having  left 
South  Carolina.  One  Lifle,  u-ho  had  belonged  to  this  corps 
v.'hilil  it  Vv'oS  undei-the  command  of  Neale,  availing  himlclf 
of  Clinton's  proclamation,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
exchanged  his  parole  for  a  ccriihcate  of  his  being  a  good 
fubjecb.  Returning  to  his  foime/ abode- ho  obtaii  ed  a  com- 
mand under  Colonel  Floyd,  and  as  foon  as  the  battalion  of 
militia  was  fupplied  with  arm.s  and  ammunition^  had  the  ad- 
drcfs  to  carry  it  olt  to  Colonel  Neale,  hi^^^^rmer  commander, 
who  had  joined  Colonel  Sumpter,  a  diftinguiR-ied  partizan, 
then  in  the  Catawb.i  fettlement.  This  happened  in  the 
North- Weft  quarter  of  tJie  Si  ate,  and  in  the  North- Eafl  p;jrt, 
P  liniilar  inTtance  occurred  about  the  fanie  time.  When  the 
BritiQi  found  il;  neceffary  to  Vv'ithdravv^  their  det2ch?iient  at 
Cheraw  Ilill,  Mjijor  M'Arthur  embarked  in  boats  the  fick  of 
this  detachment,  amounting  to  near  a  hundred,  and  ordered 
them  to  fall  down  the  Pedee,  to  the  Eritiui  port  at  George- 
towr-!,  under  an  elcort  of  militia  commanded  by  Colonel 
Mills  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  boats  had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  be 
out  of  the  reach  of  affifhance  from  Migor  M'Arthur,  the  mili- 
tia rofeupon  their  commanding  ofBcer,  and  carried  the  fitk 
into  North-Carolina  as  priloners. 

Two  months  after  the  reduflion  of  Charleilon,  warfare 
was  actually  renewed  by  the  before  m.eiuioncd  Col.  Sump- 
ler,  at  the  head  of  a  fmdl  corps  of  fre.rmcn.  A.f:cr  ths 
conquefl  of  Charlefton,  he  hnd  lied  out  of  the  ftate,  and 
had  inllaence  enough  to  attach  tohimfelfa  number  of  the 
people  in  that  part  of  North-Carolina,  wlierc  he  hid  takea 
refuge;  and  uiih  thefe,  joined  to  fome  determined  whigs 
irhai    had    fled  with  him  h\m  South- Caiclinap  he  fornieLl  a 
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kind  of  ^ying  camp,  returneti  to  his  own  (late,  zv.d 
took  the  field  againlt  the  victorious  Britifh,  after  the  inhabi- 
tants had  geneifclly  abandoned  all  ideas  of  farther  refifliince. 
He  advanced  as  far  as  Catawba  fettlement.  and  being  join- 
ed by  the  battalion  of  militia  under  Leflie,  completely  ai-m- 
cd  and  furnifhed  with  ammunition,  he  without  delay  un- 
dertook fome  enterprize  againft  the  Briiidi  out.polls. 

Towards  the  end  of  ]ui\y  he  marched  from  Catawba 
Settlement  with  about  fix  Iiundrcd  men  ;  and  made  an  at- 
tack on  ihe  Britifn  pofi:  at  Rocky  Mount,  which  was  de- 
fended by  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  corps  of  New- York 
volunteer?,  and  fome  mililia  under  the  command  of  Col. 
TurnbuU.  But  Sumpter  having  no  artilbry,  he  could  make 
no  imprefiion  ;  and  was  after  three  different  unluccelsful 
attacks,  in  v.'hich  he  loll  a  confiderublc  number  of  men, 
obliged  CO  defirt.  Me  retreated — but  as  Coon  as  he  had  re- 
cruited a  fuiiicient  number  to  make  up  for  the  lois  fuflained 
at  Rocky  Mount,  he  attacked  another  of  the  royal  de- 
tachments at  Hanging  Rock,  confiiling  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales'  regiment,  and  a  large  body  of  loyalifts,  under  the 
command  of  Mjor  Carden.  The  Prince  of  Wales'  regi- 
ment was  almoft  totally  deftroyed  ;  but  the  loyaliils  having 
fied  with  precipitation  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  attack, 
few  of  them  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

While  Sumpter  thus  kept  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people  by 
a  fuccelTion  of  gallant  enterprifes,  ihe  panic  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  the  fall  of  Charlellon,  daily  abated.  The  whig  mili- 
tia on  the  extremities  of  the  (late,  formed  themfelves  into 
parties  under  commanders  of  their  own  choice,  and  fome- 
times  attacked  detachments  of  the  Britilh  army,  but  more 
ffcquently  thofe  of  their  own  countrymen  ;  who,  as  a  royal 
militia,  were  co-operating  with  the  king's  forces. 

In  the  mean  time  the  continental  forces  were  advancing 
through  the  middle  flates  for  the  relief  of  their  fouthern 
brethren.  They  were  at  hill:  under  the  command  of  Maj. 
Cen.  Baron  de  Kalb,  but  afterwards  Gen.  Gates  was  put 
£t  their  head.  The  luccefs  of  the  latter,  in  the  northern 
campaign  of  1776  and  1777,  induced  many  to  believe  that 
his  prefence,  as  commander  of  the  fouthern  army,  would 
rc-animate  the  friends  of  independence.  Ou  taking  the 
command,    G,:n,    G^tefc    marched   his  army  on  the  fhorteli 
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road  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Britifh  encampirjents.  After 
having  made  its  way  through  a  country  of  pine-barrens, 
fand  hills  and  fwamps,  and  fuftering  much  by  the  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  this  army  reached  Clermontj  thirteen  miles  from 
Camden,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft.  A  large  body  of  Vir- 
ginia militia  under  the  command  of  General  Stephens,  arri- 
ved the  next  day. 

On  reaching  the  frontiers  of  South-Carolina,  General 
Gates  iffued  2  proclamation  inviting  the  patriotic  citizens 
**  to  join  heartily  in  relcuing  themfclves  and  their  country, 
from,  the  cppreffion  of  a  government  impcfed  on  them,  by 
the  ruffian  hand  of  conqueft."  He  alfo  gave  **  alTurance  of 
forgivenefs  and  perfect  fccurity,  to  fuch  of  the  unfortunate 
citizens  as  had  been  induced  by  the  terror  of  fanguinary  pun- 
ifhmcnt,  the  menace  of  confifcation,  and  the  arbitrary  mcaf- 
ures  of  m.ilit2ry  domination,  apparently  to  acquiefce  under 
the  Brilifn  government,  and  to  miake  a  forced  declaration  of 
allegiance  and  fupport  to  a  tyranny,  which  the  indignant 
fouls  of  citizens,  refolved  on  freedom,  inwardly  revolted  at 
with  horror  and  deteftaticn,"  excepting  only  from  this  am- 
nefly,  *•  thofe  who  in  the  hour  of  devaflation,  had  exercifed 
afts  of  barbarity  and  depredation  on  the  perfons  and  proper- 
ty of  their  fellow-citizens," 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Virginia  militia.  General  Gates's  ar- 
my was  increafed  to  about  four  thoufand  men,  but  of  this 
number,  the  whole  regular  force  was  only  900  infantry,  and 
^o  cavalry.  In  order  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  Americans, 
Lord  Rawdon  had  moved  forward  with  the  force  under  his 
command  at  Camden,  and  taken  a  flrong  pofition  in  front  of 
General  Gates,  upon  the  Wefl  branch  of  Lynche's  Creek. 
Gates  advanced  on  the  oppofue  fide  ;  and  the  two  armies 
continued  for  feveral  days  oppoled  to  each  other,  with  the 
creek  only  intervening  between  their  advanced  parties. 

Whilft  the  two  armaes  lay  in  this  fituation,  the  Britlfh 
■withdrew  their  detachment  at  Rugeley's  Mills,  it  being  expo- 
fed  on  account  of  its  advanced  fituaiion.  By  the  evacuatioa 
of  this  poft  the  road  leading  from  Waxhaws  to  Camden  wai 
left  unguarded  ;  and  Lord  Rawdon,  apprehending  that  the 
Americans  might  pafs  him  by  this  road,  and  get  into  his  rear, 
fell  back  from  Lynche's  Creek,  nearer  to  Camden,  and  took, 
a  new  pcfuion  at  Logtown.     Colonel  Sumpter,  whcfs  forcf 
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had  been  cncreafeci  bv  a  detachmeu  of  continental  (olcUcr^, 
was  uetached  by  General  Gates  acrofs  the  Wateree  to  favour 
the  revolt  of  the  jnliabitants  on  the  routh  weft  fide  of  that 
river,  which  then  had  become  genercl,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  intercept  the  fupplies  and  reinforcements  on  the  road  to 
C<imderj.  General  Gates,  in  order  to  preferve  a  communi- 
cacion  wiih  Sumptcr,  moved  to  his  right  up  the  north  fide  of 
l.y-i'.chc's  Creek,  and  took  pcfl  at  Rugeley's  Mills,  intending 
to  advance  from  ihence,  by  the  Waxhaw  road  to  Camden, 

Earl  Corr-wallis  having  received  informajion  of  the  ap- 
piojch  T'f  General  Gates,  poflponed  the  completion  of  the 
civil  anangements  in  which  he  had  for  fame  time  paft  been 
engagrd  a:  Charl?ftovvn,  and  proceeded  to  Camden,  where 
he  arrived  cm  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft.  Nearly  eight  hun- 
cred  Br'i'lh  troops  were  'hen  Tick  at  Camden,  and  the  num- 
ber of  thoic  who  were  really  effcftive  amounted  to  foma- 
thing  more  th^n  tvvo  thouiand,  including  officers,  of  whom 
about  fifteen  hunared  were  reguiarSj  and  the  reft  militia 
ai;d  1.,  iugees, 

The  comtrkunication  be-ween  Camden  and  Charleflon 
appe;^rcd  in  danger  of  being  cut  oil  by  the  enterprifing 
njovement  of  Colonel  Sumpter,  whole  numbers  were  daily 
inc rep. ling  by  the  jundion  of  diii.ftefted  inhabitants;  and 
the  iafr-ty  of  the  Britilh  army  depended  upon  preierving  a 
communication  with  die  lea-CGail  ;  fomething  therefore  was 
necelTiry  to  be  done  immediately  for  extricating  it  from 
its  pcrilcus  iituation.  A  retreat  to  Charlefton  might  have 
beea  Citefted,  which  the  inferior  number  would  have  jufti^ 
lied  ;  bui  the  lick  mufh  have  been  lefi  behind,  and  ih.2  ma- 
gazines and  fLorcs  either  abandoned  or  deilroyed.  Confid- 
ing in  the  difcipline  of  his  troops,  however  inferior  in 
r^iimber,  Cornv/allis  rc'olved  to  move  forv/ard,  and  attack 
the  American  army.  He  began  his  march  towards  Ruge- 
ley's Mills,  at  ten  in  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth  of  Au- 
guft,  com.mitting  the  defence  of  Camden  to  Msjor  M'Arthur, 
with  fome  provincials,  militia,  and  a  detachment  of  the 
lixty-third  regiment.  The  fame  night,  nearly  about  the 
fame  time,  and  with  a  fimiiar  intention,  Gen.  Gates  left 
his  encampment  at  Rugeley's  Mills.  Both  armies  march- 
ing on  the  lame  road,  in  oppofit^  directions,  tlieir  advanc- 
ed guards  met  and  fired  upon  each  other  about  two  in  the 
morning.  Some  prifoners  v/ere  made  on  both  fides  ;  and 
from  thefe,  ths  rclpe^uvc    coriimi'.r.d'^rs  bscarnG   acquiintsd 
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v/i:h  the  movements  of  the  other.  The  firing  foon  after- 
M'arcis  ceafed,  and  both  armies  were  formed  ;  in  which 
fituation  they  continued  till  daylight  appeared.  The  ground 
was  as  favorable  for  the  Britifh  commander  as  he  could  have 
wiflried:  a  fwamp  on  each  lide  fccured  his  flanks,  and  nar- 
rowed the  ground  in  front,  which  rendered  the  fuperiori- 
ty  of  the  American  army  of  lefs  confequence.  His  front 
line  was  made  up  of  the  two  divifions  commanded  by  Lord 
Rawdon  and  Col.  Webfter.  They  were  dilpofed  in  fuch. 
a  manner  that  the  thirty-third  regiment  on  the  left  of  Web- 
fler's  diviiion,  communicating  with  the  volunteers  of  Ire- 
land, on  the  right  of  Lord  Rawdon's,  formed  the  centre  of 
the  line.  To  their  front  line  were  attached  two  fix  pounder?, 
and  two  three  pounders.  The  feventy-firil  regiment,  with 
two  fix-pounders,  formed  a  fecond  line,  or  referve  ;  one 
battalion  being  polled  behind  each  ;  and  in  the  rear  of  the 
whole,  the  cavalry  were   ready  either  to  charge  or  purfue. 

The  American  army  was  alfo  formed  in  two  lines  :  Gen, 
Gift's  brigade  was  on  the  right,  the  North- Carolina  militia 
in  the  centre,  and  the  Virginia  militia,  with  the  light-in- 
fantry, and  Poterficld's  corps,  was  on  the  left.  The  firft 
Maryland  brigade  formed  a  iecond  line,  or  corps  de  referve, 
and  the  artillery  was  divided  betv/een  the  two    brigades. 

In  the  morning  a  general  engagement  took  place.  The 
Britilh  commenced  the  aiEtion  by  charging  the  American  left 
wing  with  fixed  bayonets,  which  they  performed  with  fo 
much  prom.ptitude  and  fuccefs,  that  the  Virginia  militia, 
quickly  giving  way,  threw  down  their  arms  and  fled,  and 
were  foon  followed  by  a  confiderable  part  of  the  North-Ca- 
rolina militia.  The  x'\merican  referve  was  now  brought  into 
action  ;  and  Gen.  Gates,  in  conjun6lion  with  Gen.  Cafwell, 
retiring  with  the  militia,  endeavored  to  rally  them,  but  in 
vain.  Lord  Rawdon  attacked  the  American  rieht  wino- 
with  great  fpirit  ;  but  here  the  contefh  was  more  obftinatel^^ 
maintained  by  the  Am>ericans,  whofe  artillery  did  confidera- 
ble execution.  But  their  left  flank  being  cxpofed  by  the 
flight  of  the  militia,  and  the  BritiHi  light-infantry  and  twen- 
ty-third regiment,  inftead  of  purfuing  the  fugitives,  wheel- 
ing to  the  left,  and  attacking  them  in  flank,  they  after  a 
brave  refii\;mce  for  near  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  were 
thrown  into  confufion,  and  forced  to  give  way  in  all  quar-» 
ters.     They  were  purfucd  by  the  hoilc  of  Tarleton's  legion 
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as  far  as  Hanging-Rock,  twenty-two  miles  from  the  field  of 
aftion.  About'eight  hundred  of  the  ^Americans  were  killed 
in  the  atbion,  and  about  one  thoufand  taken  prifoners,  mar.y 
of  whom  were  wounded.  Of  this  numb«"r  were  Mjjor 
Gen.  Baron  de  Kalb,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Rutherford.  The 
former  of  thefe  officers,  a  German  by  birth,  at  the  head  of  a 
continental  regiment  of  infantry,  made  a  vigorous  charge  on 
the  left  wing  of  the  Britifh  army,  and  when  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner,  would  fcarccly  believe  that  the  provii  cial 
army  had  been  defeated.  He  died  of  his  wounds  a  few  dpys 
after  the  aftion,  much  regretted  by  the  Americans.  The 
latter  loft,  the  whole  of  their  artillery,  eight  held-pieces,  -oo 
waggons,  and  the  greateft  part  of  their  baggage,  camp  equip- 
age, and  military  flores. 

The  lofs  of  the  Britilh  troops  amounted  to  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  of  vvhom  hxtynine  were  killed,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty-fix  wounded  and  milTing.  The  complete- 
nefs  of  the  vitlory  of  the  royal  troops,  was  in  a  great  de- 
gree owing  to  their  fuperiority  in  cavalry,  and  the  precipi- 
tate flip-ht  of  the  American  militia.  Gen.  Gates,  who  in  vain 
endeavored  to  rally  his  flying  troops,  retired  to  Charlotte, 
ninety  miles  from  the  place  of  aclion,  and  foon  after  to  Hillf- 
borough,  in  North  Carolina,  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
from  Camden.  Gen._  Gift  alone  was  able  to  keep  together 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who  flying  acrofs  a  fwamp, 
made  good  their  retreat  in  a  body,  which  arrived  on  the 
i8th  at  Charlotte  ;  and  from  an  apprehenfion  that  they  would 
be  immediately  purfued  and  cut  to  pieces,  they  retreated  as 
far  as  Salifbury.  The  conduct  of  Gen.  Gates  has  been  much 
cenfured.  He  was,  it  is  faid,  fo  confident  of  furcels,  that 
he  did  not  even  appoint  a  place  of  rendezvous  in  cafe  of  a 
defeat. 

The  lofs  of  this  aftion  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
furprize  and  difperfion  of  Sumpter's  corps  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  V/ateree.  His  force  there,  fmall  as  it  was  would  have 
been  fufficicnt  to  occupy  a  convenient  flation  for  collefting 
the  fcattered  remains  of  the  x\merican  army  :  It  was  there- 
fore of  importance  to  the  Brltifli  to  fiirike  at  this  corps.- 
Upon  hearing  of  General  Gates'  defeat,  Sumpter  began  his 
retreat,  and  moved  with  (o  much  difpatch,  that,  thinking 
hi mfelf  already  out  of  all  danger,  he  encamped  at  two  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  eighteenth  of  Augull,  in  order  to   give  hxs 
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men  fom?  reaofe  during  the  lit^at  of  tiie  day.  Col.  Tarleton, 
the  morning  after  the  aftion,  had  fet  out  with  a  detachment 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  purfued  Sumptcr  fo  clofelj', 
that  after  paiTing  rhs  Wateree  at  Rocky  Mount  Ford,  he  ovcr- 
tookhim.  Tne  retreating  Americans,  liavingb'een  four  days 
without  little  or  no  Ti^ep,  were  more  obedient  to  the  calls 
of  nature,  than  attentive  to  their  prefervation.  Sumpter's 
videttes  Vv^ere  fo  overcome  with  fatigue,  that  they  ne(>lctled 
their  duty.  The  furprize  was  fo  complete,  that  Tarleton's 
detachments,  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  entered  Sumpter's 
camp,  and  cut  off  the  Americans  from  their  arms  and  artillery, 
before  they  had  time  to  afiemble.  With  great  .difnculty, 
Sumpter  got  a  few  to  Hand  their  ground  for  a  fhort  time, 
but  the  greater  part  of  his  corps  fled  to  the  river  or  the 
woo'.is.  He  loll:  all  his  artillery,  snd  his  whole  detachment 
was  either  killed,  captured,  or  difpericd.  The  prifoners 
he  had  lately  tiken,  were  all  re-taken  bv  the  BritiPn. 

After  the  defeat  of  Gen.  Gates,  and  the  total  difp^rfion  of 
S'lmptei'scorps,  the  American  force  to  the  fouthward,  feemed 
for  a  time,  entirely  annihilated  ;  but  the  want  of  fome  fupplies 
for  theBri'ifh  a;-mv,and  th-  fcaionand  i;.'d  health  3f  his  troops, 
rcflriinei  Lord  Cornwallis  from  proceeding  immediately  on 
his  long  orojetii'd  expedition  into  North-Carclina.  lie  con- 
ceived the  preiCiit  irjoment  of  triu  noh,  the  country  being 
in  his  power,  to  be  the  moll  favoMabie  conjuuQiure,  for 
breaking  tlie  fpirits  of  ihoi'e  who  were  attached  lo  indepen- 
dence. After  havinor  a^un  fent  emiifaries  into  North-Ca- 
rolina,  with  inftruftions  to  the  friends  of  the  Britiih  go- 
vernment to  take  arms,  under  an  alfurance,  that  the  Britifh 
army  would  march,  without  io.'s  of  time,  to  their  fupport, 
Cornwallis  thoucrht  orooer  to  form  fom.e  nev,'  rea;!ija;ions 
in  Souih-Carolina.  The  eflates  of  all  thofe  who  had  left 
the  ftate  to  join  the  enemies  of  Great-Britain,  or  who  were 
employed  in  tlie  fervicc,  or  held  commiihons  under  the 
authority  of  Congrefs,  and  alfo  of  all  thoie  who  continued 
to  oppofe  the  re-eftabiifnment  of  the  BritiPn  government, 
were  ordered  to  be  lequefliered.  A  commifiloner  was  ap- 
pointed to  feize  upon  them.  Inllant  death  was  denounced 
againft  thofe,  who,  having  taken  protections  from  the  Britifli 
government,"  fhould  afterv/ards  join  the  Americans.  Some 
few  of  the  militia,  who  had  been  taken  in  General  Gates* 
arm.y  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  protecLions  in  thrir 
pockets,  v.'cre  atludUy  executed. 
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By  tins  flattering  pofture  of  affairs,  the  Britifh  miniflry 
Were  once  more  intoxicated  with  the  hope  of  fubjugiting 
America.  New  plans  were  formed,  and  it  was  aiTerted 
that  fuch  troops  as  fought  at  Camden,  under  fuch  a  com- 
jnander  as  Lord  Cornwallis,  would  foon  extirpate  rebcUiofx 
fo  effedually,  as  to  leave  no  veftigc  of  it  in  America,  But, 
in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  conquerors,  elated  with  their 
victories  grew  more  inlolent  and  rapacious,  the  real  friends 
of  independence  became  more  refolute  and  determined. 

The  defeat  of  Gates'  army  were  the  limits  to  Britifh  con- 
quers. The  profpects  of  united  America  brightened  up, 
while  thofe  of  their  enemies  were  obfcured  by  difgrace.  bro- 
ken by  defeat,  and  at  iaft  covered  with  ruin. 

Lord  Cornvv-alliSj  on  the  eighth  of  September,  began  his 
inarch  from^  Camden,  in  order  to  invade  North- Carolina, 
Ke^  without  any  material  occurrence,  advanced  as  far  as 
Charlotte  ;  which  was  taken  pofTeffion  of,  after  a  flight  re- 
fiftance  from  the  militia,  towards  the  end  of  Septembcrc. 
This  place,  from  its  intermediate  pofition  between  Cam.- 
den  and  Salifbury,  was  a  convenient  (ituation  to  be  occu- 
pied, whenever  the  Britifh  army  fhould  advance  farther  into 
North-Carolina.  Here  the  Britifh  commander  intended 
to  eftublifh  a  poft.  But  whilil  he  was  taking  meafurcs  for 
this  purpofcj  the  news  arrived  of  the  total  defeat  of  Major 
f  ergufon. 

After  the  aftion  near  Camden,  and  the  fubfequent  general 
fubmiflion  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Britifli  had  taken  pains 
to  increafe  the  royal  force  by  the  co-operation  of  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country.  They  reprefented  to  the  people  that 
every  feheme  of  independence  was  annihilated,  and  that  a 
farther  oppofition  would  only  be  a  prolongation  of  their 
dift  eifes.  Among  others.  Major  Fergufon,  the  oiHcer  before 
alluded  to,  was  particularly  aftive  in  this  bufmcis.  He  vi- 
fited  the  fettlements  of  the  difafTefted  to  the  American  eaufe, 
and  colkfted  a  corps  of  militia  of  that  defcription,  from 
v/hich  the  Britifh  expefted  much  aftive  fervice.  But  the 
difpofition  to  revolt,  which  had  been  excited  on  the  ap- 
proach of  Gen,  Gates,  was  not  extinguifhed  by  his  defeat. 
The  fpirit  of  enterprize  revived  again  among  the  American 
militia,  which  prompted  Colonel  Clarke  to  make  an  at- 
tempt on  the  Britiili  poft  at  Augufta,  in  Georgia.  This 
Col,  Clarke,  an   inhabitant   of  Georgia,  had  fled  frcm  that 
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it.Ue,  after  its  reJuftion  by  Coi.  Cainjbeli  in  1779.  He 
attaclicd  to  himielt  tome  followers  on  the  frontiers  of  N"orth 
and  SouLh-Carolina.  His  numbers  cncrcafed  as  he  advanc- 
ed, until  he  reached  Georgia,  where,  daring  the  march  of 
Corn  wailis  from  Camden  to  Charlotte,  he  made  an  attack, 
upon  the  Britifn  pofl  at  Augufta.  But  in  this  enterprize 
he  failed,  and  was  compelled  to  retreat.  The  Britifli  with 
a  view  of  cutting  ofi:  his  retreat,  fent  intelligence  to  Major 
Fergufon,  who  then  with  his  corps  traverfed  the  country 
between  Col.  Clarke  and  North-Carolina,  acquainting  him 
wiili  the  route  which  Clarke  had  taken.  Fergufon  accord- 
ingly advanced  nearer  to  the  mountains  ;  a  movement  which 
carried  him  a  confiderable  diilance  from  fupport.  Eat  ano- 
ther enemy  appeared  at  this  jun£Lure,  whofe  rapidity  of 
movement  rendered  a  retreat  dii^cuu  in  his  prefent  fituation. 
Several  detached  commanders  of  feveral  adjacent  fhates, 
with  their  refpeStive  commands  of  militia,  bad,  of  their 
own  acTTord,  formed  a  powerful  combination.  One  divifion 
conhfted  of  thofe  hardy  republicans  who  rends  weftward 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  After  having  ouifed  the 
mountains,  and  hearing  of  Clarke's  repulfe  at  Aug\in;a,  they 
turned  their  attention  towards  Fergufon,  whofe  movements 
on  the  frontiers,  indicating  an  approach  to  their  countrv, 
gave  them  confiderable  alarm.  They  were  firft  joined  by 
a  Cvil.  Williams,  of  the  diftrid  of  Ninety-Six,  v/ith  a  cori- 
fiderahle  number  of  followers  ;  and  afterwards  by  a  num- 
ber of  men  under  the  diretlion  of  Col.  Campbell  of  Virp"i- 
nia.  Colonels  Cleveland,  Skelley,  Sevier,  and  M-Dowal,  of 
North-Carolina,  and  Colonels  Lacy,  Hav»rthorn,  and  Hill,  of 
South-Carolina.  Their  whole  number  confided  of  about 
1600  ;  and  the  liardmips  they  underwent,  were  very  great. 
They  had  ncitiier  commllTaries,  quarter-marccrs,  nor  ftores 
of  any  kind.  Some  of  them  fubiifted  for  weeks  together, 
without  tailing  bread,  fait,  or  fpirituous  liquors.  The  run- 
ning flream  q'.icnched  their  thiril:  ;  the  earth  ahorded  them 
a  bed,  and  the  heavens  were  their  only  covering. 

Fergufon  had  taken  poll  at  Gilbert-town,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  mountains  ;  to  which  place  the  co-nbined-  detach- 
ments dirc^led  their  march.  Whilil  they  were  yet  at  foms 
diftance,  Ftrgulbn  received  intelligence  of  their  approach, 
anfl  immediately  began  a  retreat  tov/ards  the  Britiih  army. 
The    different  diviiions  of  mountaineers    reached   Gilbert- 
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t-own  nearly  about  the  fame  time.  They  then  ((tlccttd 
about  a  thoufand  of  their  bed  rncn,  who,  mounted  on  their 
fieeteft  horfes,  purfued  Fergufon.  They  overtook  him  at 
Khig's  Mountain  on  the  ninth  of  Oclober.  At  this  place 
he  had  halted,  determined  to  wait  the  attack.  It  was  an. 
advantageous  fituaiion  to  the  aiTuilants  :  being  covered  with 
v^-ood,  it  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  fighting  in  their 
own  way,  by  placing  themfelves  behind  trees.  The  Ameri- 
cans formed  three  parties  under  the  command  of  Colonels  La- 
cy, Campbell,  and  Cleveland,  which  attacked  Fergufon  on  the 
wefl,  in  the  center,  and  on  the  eafl  end.  But  Fergufon 
with  great  cpurage  attacked  them  with  fixed  bayonets,  and 
compelled  them  fuccelfively  to  retire.  They,  however,  only 
fell  back  a  little  way,  and  getting  behind  trees  and  rocks, 
poured  in  an  irregular,  but  de(lru6live  fire.  The  engage- 
ment was  maintained  for  near  an  hour,  the  mountaineers 
flying  whenever  they  were  in  danger  of  being  charged  v/ith 
the  bayonet,  Fergufon,  with  an  unconquerable  fpirit,  re- 
pulfed  a  fucceffion  of  attacks  from  every  quarter,  until  he 
received  a  mortal  wound.  No  chance  of  elcape  being  left, 
and  the  lecond  in  con^mand,  judging  -all  farther  refinance  to 
be  in  vain,  offered  to  furrender.  Eight  hundred  and  ten 
became  prifoners,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  had 
been  previoudy  killed  and  wounded.  Ten  of  the  royal 
militia  who  had  furrendered,  were  hanged  by  their  con- 
querors ;  to  wiiich  they  were  provoked  by  the  fevcrity  of 
the  Britirn,  who,  as  already  related,  had  hanged  feveral  of 
the  captured  Americans  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia, 
The  lofs  of  the  Anicricans,  in  the  number  of  killed,  was 
tnilln'i,  but  amon'^  that  number  was  Col.  Williams,  a  diffin- 
guiffied  officer. 

The  fail  of  Fergufon,  and  the  (laughter,  captivity,  or  dif- 
perfion  of  whole  corps,  deranged  the  plan  of  the  expedition 
into  North- Carolina.  It  fruffrate'd  a  well  concerted  fcheme 
for  ftrengthening  the  Britiffi  army  by  the  co-operation  of 
the  loyalifts.  The  fame  timidity  which  prevented  them 
from  joining  their  countrymen  in  oppofing  the  claims  of 
Great-Britain,  reffrained  them  now  from,  riiquing  any  more 
in  iupport  of  the  royal  caufe.  The  wefiern  frontiers  of 
South-Carolina  were  now  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the 
mountaineers,  which  made  it  neccffary  for  Lord  Cornwallis 
to  fall  bdck  fcr  their  proteaioii.     On  the  fuurtcerith  cf  Oc- 
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tober  he  began  his  march  back  lo  South-Carolina,  and  sfter 
encountering  many  difHcultics,  arrived  in  tlie  vicinity  of 
Camacn   on  the    zgih  of  Ottober. 

This  retreat,  and  the  defeat  of  Major  Fergufon,  encoura- 
ged the  American  mihtia  again  to  take  the  field.  Sumpter, 
after  his  defeat  on  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft,  had  retired 
into  a  remote  part  of  the  ftate,  called  the  New-Acquifition. 
Here  he  again  colic£ted  a  band  of  volunteers,  partly  from 
thofe  who  had  efcaped  on  that  day.  With  theie  he  now 
advanced^  intending  to  form  a  junftion  with  Colonels 
Clarke  and  Brannen,  and  then  to  attack  the  Britifh  poft  at 
Nine:y-Six.  Lord  Cornwailis,  on  receiving  intelligence  of 
his  approach,  detached  Major  "vVemvfs  with  the  iixtythird 
regiment  mounted,  and  a  party  of  their  legion  cavalry,  to 
furprize  him  in  his  camp  at  Fifli-Dam,  upon  Broad  River. 
Major  VVemyr.s,  reaching  the  place  or  his  deftination  dur- 
ing night,  immediately  made  his  attack.  He  charged  the 
American  piquet,  but  from  the  firft  fire  he  received  a  dan- 
gerous wound.  Sumpter  gained  time  to  draw  out  his 
troops  ;  and  the  Eritifh  detachment  was  repulfed  and  obli- 
ged to  retire,  leaving  behind  their  com.mander  and  about 
twenty  of  their  number  killed  or  wounded. 

Ei^ht  days  after  this  aftion.  Sumpter  was  a^ain  attacked 
at  Black  Stocks  Hill,  near  Tyger  river,  by  Col.  Tarleton, 
But  Sampler's  pofition  was  extremely  advantageous.  That 
part  of  the  hill  to  which  the  Britifh  directed  their  attack,  " 
was  nearly  perpendicular,  v/ich  a  Imall  rivulet,  bruOi-wond, 
and  a  railed  fence  in  front.  The  rear  of  the  Americans, 
and  part  of  their  right  flank,  v/ere  fecured  by  the  river 
Tyger,  and  their  left  was  covered  by  a  large  long  barn,  into 
which  a  confiderable  divifion  of  their  force  had  been  thrown, 
and  from,  the  appertures  of  which,  they  fired  with  fecurity. 
The  fixty-third  regiment  lofl  one  third  of  their  men.  The 
commanding  officer.  Major  Mooney,  and  two  other  officers 
fell.  Tarleton  charged  with  his  cavalry,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs.  The  Biitifn  were  obliged  to  retire,  and  Sumpter  re- 
mained in  quiet  pon'effioij  of  the  field.  The  immediate 
effefts  of  the  aftion,  however,  were  rtearly  the  fame  as  thofe 
of  a  vitlory  on  the  fide  of  the  BritiPn.  Sum.pter  being  difa- 
bled  by  a  wound  he  received  in  this  attack,  from  keeping 
the  field,  his  followers  difperfed,  after  conve_ving  hirn  to  a 
place  of  lufcty. 
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After  tlie  defeat  near  Camden,  Gen.  G  ites  and  the  offi- 
cers who  efcaped,  were  indefatigiibly  active  in  collcclin'/ 
the  difperfed  remains  of  the  American  army  ;  and  the  go- 
vernments of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  continued  to 
raife  men  and  make  draughts  from  their  militia.  Havino- 
collefted  a  force  at  Hillfborough,  the  hesd  quarters  of  Gen. 
Gates,  this  cfBccr  again- advanced,  firfl  to  Sv^lifDuvy,  and 
afterwards  to  Charlotte.  At  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Greene, 
"who  was  fent  bv  Congrefs  to  take  the  command  of  their 
fouthern  army,  Gen.  Gates  refigned  the  command  on  the 
third  of  December  ;•  and  with  thefe  events,  clofed  the  cam* 
paign  of  1*780  in  the  fouthern  ilates. 

The  campaign  in  the  notthfjn  Rates  was  not  marked 
with  any  important  event.  At  the  clofe  of  the  preceding 
campaign,  as  has  been  already  related,  the  American  army^ 
retired  to  ?*/[idvUebrook,  in  New-Jericy,  where  they  built 
themfelves  huts.  The  winter  that  preceeded  this  campaign, 
was  one  of  the  feverefh  ever  remembered  in  America.  Be- 
ing weakened  by  the  expedition  againP.:  Charlcfhon,  tlio; 
Britifli  became  apprehenfive  for  their  fafcty  at  Nevv-York  ; 
which  place,  by  the  unexpefted  rigour  of  the  winter,  be- 
came deprived  of  thofe  defcnfive  advantages  which  its  in- 
fular  iituation  at  other  times  afforded.  By  the  rtudule  of 
January,  the  North  River,  which  conftitutes  its  greated 
natural  defence,  was  fo  completely  covered  with  thick  iccj 
that  the  largeft  army,  with  the  heavieft  artillery  and  bag- 
gage, might  have  paffed  it  on  the  ice  v/ith  eafc.  The 
communication  with  the  fea  was  cut  off,  and  the  Grips  of 
war,  that  remained  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  were 
frozen  up  in   the  ice. 

Gener;:!  Knyphaufen,  who  then  commanded  in  New-York, 
took  fuch  meafures  for  its  defence  as  to  enlure  its  kitcty. 
The  feamen  were  landed  from  the  fliips  and  traniports, 
and  formed  into  companies  ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  em- 
bodied, which  took  their  routine  of  duty  with  the  regular 
garrifon. 

Had  the  American  army  been  in  fufficient  force  for  an 
attack,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  might  have  been  the 
confequence.  But  General  WaPnington's  army  r.jd  been 
weakened  by  the  large  detachments  drawn  from  it  for  the 
relief  of  the  fouthern  aim.y.  The  Americans  bclides,  iuf- 
xei^d  greatly  from  the  fcarcity  of  provihons  and   the  want 
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©f  all  Other  necellaries.     They  were  for   fome  days  entirely 
without  bread,  and  the    fufFerings  at  laft  produced    mutiny* 
The  diicontented  regiments  were  however  foon  pacified,  and 
t^eturned    to    their    duty.      The    thawing  of  the  ice  towards 
Ipring  reftored  New-York  to  its  infular  fituation,   and  intel- 
ligence of  tlie  mutinous    difpofuion   of  the    American  army 
reaching  New-Yorkj  together  with  the  information  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Jerfeys    were  difcontented  with    the  new 
flate  of  things,  General    Knyphaufen  was  induced  to  detacK 
a  confidcrable  force    under  Brigadiers  General  MatheW' and 
Sterling-,  which  landed  at  Elizabethtown,  in  the  Jerfeys,  on. 
the  feventh  of  June,     But  the  mutinous  difpofuion  amongft 
the   foldiers  of  the    American  army,  arofe  from  diftrefs,  and 
not  difaffeftion,  and  the  Britifii,  inflead  of  being  received  in 
the  Jerfeys  as  friends,  found  every  where  the  Militia  ready 
to  oppofe  them.     When  they  approached    Springfield,  a  de- 
tachment from  that  army  which  was  reprelentcd  to  be  muti- 
nous, was  Teen  drawn  up  in  force  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
liver  ready  to  difpute    their  paffage.     The  Britilh   troops  in 
the  evening    returned  to    Elizabethtown.     During  this  time 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  with    his  vi£torious  troops  from 
Charlefton.     He   immediately   ordered  a  reinforcement   to 
Knyphaufen,    and   the   whole    advanced  a    fecond   time   to 
Springfield.     This    poll   was  now   under   the    command  of 
General  Green,  and  Colonel  Angel  with  his  regiment   and  a 
piece  of  artillery  was  pofted  to  fecure  the  bridge   in  front  of 
the  town.     The  Britifh  army  had  marched  at  break  of  day  in 
the  morning  of  the  twenty  third  of  June,  and  arrived  at  Spring- 
field with  little  interruption.     The  Americans  were  diflodg- 
cd  after  a  fevere  aftion  which  lafted    forty  minutes.     They 
retreated  to  the  heights  in  their  rear,  where  they  again  took 
poll,  waiting  for  a  fecond  attack.     But  the  Britifh  contented 
themfelves  with  burning  the  town  of  Springfield,  and  return- 
ed to  Elizabethtown.     In  the  evening   under   cover  of  a  re- 
doubt, they  paiTed  over  to  Staten-Ifland.      In  this  aftion  the 
Americans  loft  abour  80  killed  and  v/ounded,  and  the  lofs  of 
the  Britifii  was  fuppoled  to  be  confiderably  more.  The  precife 
objeft  of  this  expedition  was  probably    to  gain    poffeflion  of 
Morriilown,    and    to    deftroy    the   Americans    ftore.       But 
the  oppofition  made   at  Springfield    indicated  to  the  Britifh 
commander,  that  every  mile  of  his  future   march  through  a 
Vol,  II,  '  O 
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country  naturally  difficult,  would  be  no  lefs  obflinately  dif- 
puted.  This  circumftance,  and  the  expeftation  of  a  French 
fleet  on  the  American  coaft,  determined  him  to  abandon  th© 
cnterprize. 

In  this  manner,  hoflilities  were  carried  on  in  the  North- 
ern States.  Houfes  were  reduced  to  afhes,  and  individuals 
wef«  killed,  but  nothing  was  effefted  which  tended  either 
to  reconciliation  or  fubjugation.  Much  mifchief  was  done 
by  the  loyal  Americans  who  had  fled  within  the  Britifh  lines. 
They  reduced  a  predatory  war  into  fyftem.  The  coafls  of 
the  continent,  and  efpecially  the  maritime  parts  of  New- 
Jcrfey  became  fcenes  of  wafle  and  havoc.  They  carried  on 
a  war  of  plunder  in  which  the  feelings  of  humanity  were 
often  fufpendedj  and  which  tended  to  no  valuable  public 
purpofe. 

On  the  tenth  of  July,  the  long  expefted  armament  from 
France  arrived  at  Rhode-Ifland.  It  confifted  of  feven  Ships 
of  the  line,  fome  Frigates  and  a  number  of  tranfports,  having 
on  board  Six  Thoufand  troops :  the  fleet  being  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  and  the  troops  by  the  Count 
de  Rochambeau.  The  arrival  of  fo  confiderable  a  reinforce- 
ment, diffufed  a  general  joy  amongfl  the  adherents  of  Con- 
grefs  throughout  the  American  States,  and  excited  them  to 
frefh  exertions.  The  American  army,  which  from  various 
caufes,  had  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  imbecility,  foon  begarf 
again  to  make  a  refpeftable  appearance.  When  the  French 
fleet  arrived  at  Rhode-Ifland,  the  Britifh  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  in  the  harbour  of  New-York 
confided  only  of  four  fails  of  the  line.  This  inferiority, 
however,  was  in  three  days  reverfed  by  the  arrival  of  Ad- 
miral Graves  with  fix  fail  of  the  line.  The  Britifh  com* 
manders,  having  now  a  fupcriority,  inftead  of  waiting  to  be 
attacked,  made  preparations  in  their  turn  for  a£l:ing  ofFenfive- 
ly  againft  the  French  at  Rhode-Ifland.  Admiral  Arbuthnot, 
with  the  Britifh  Ships  of  war,  failed  round  Long-Ifland,  and 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  after  having  embarked  about  eight  thou- 
fand men,  proceeded  as  far  as  Huntingdon-Bay,  in  the  Sound, 
•with  the  defign  of  concurring  with  the  Britifh  fleet,  in  at- 
tacking the  French  force  at  Rhode-Ifland.  When  this 
movement  took  place.  General  Walliington,  whofe  army  had 
cncreafed  by  confiderable  reinforcements,  immediately  fet 
his  troops  in  motion,  and  palled  the  North  river  and  ap- 
proached  King's  Bridge.     By    this  unexpe6lcd   movement 
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New-York  became  expofed  to  an  immediate  attacl?.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  under  thefe  circumftances,  thought  prop.&t 
to  abandon  the  expedition  againft  Rhode-Ifland,  and  return 
with  his  troops  for  the  proteftion  of  New-York.  General 
Wafliington  then  drew  off  his  army  t©  a  greater  diftance. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot,  however,  continued  to  block  up  the 
French  fleet  and  army  by  fea,  which  incapacitated  them  from 
co-operating  with  the  Americans.  About  this  time  another 
French  fleet  of  twenty  Ships  of  the  line,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Count  de  Guichen,  was  expcfted  from  the  Weft* 
Indies.  The  New-England  militia  had  affembled,  and 
marched  to  Rhode-Ifland,  and  General  Wafhington's  army, 
as  has  been  already  mentioned, had  been  encreaied.  With  thefe 
diff"erent  bodies,  it  was  intended  to  attack  New-York  by 
land,  whilfl;  the  United  French  fleets  fliould  block  it  up  by 
fea.  But  when  the  expeftations  of  the  Americans  were  raif* 
ed  to  the  higheft  pitch,  intelligence  arrived  that  Count  de 
Guichen  had  failed  for  France.  He  had  been  fo  roughly 
handled  in  his  different  engagements  with  Admiral  Rodney, 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  his  Ships  were  in  fo  fhattered  a  con- 
dition, that  inftead  of  proceeding  to  America,  according  to 
the  original  delign,  he  returned  with  his  fleet  to  France, 
This  difappointment  was  extremely  mortifying  to  the  Amer- 
icans. They  had  made  uncommon  exertions,  on  the  idea  of 
receiving  luch  an  aid  from  their  aliies,  as  would  enable  them 
to  ftrike  iome  decifive  blow. 

While  this  campaign,  in  the  Northern  States,  paffed  away 
infucceffivc  difappointments  and  diftreffes,  treachery  filently 
aflifted  to  undermine  the  American  caufe.  A  deep  laid 
fcheme  was  form-ed  by  a  diftinguiflied  officer,  for  delivering 
up  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  the  ftrong  poft  of  Weft-Point,  in 
the  high  lands  upon  the  North  river,  the  poffeffion  of  which 
would  have  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  North- 
ern and  Pvliddle  provinces.  The  officer  engaged  in  this  foul 
defign  was  General  Arnold,  a  native  of  Connefticut,  whofe 
fervices  and  brilliant  aftions  in  the  field  had  railed  him  to 
fuperior  notice  and  regard.  A  luxurious  life,  unfupported  by 
the  refources  of  private  fortune,  had  increafed  his  debts  be- 
yond a  poffibility  of  his  dilcharging  them.  He  had  been. 
guilty  of  e;<tortion,  and  mifapplication  of  public  money,  and 
in  thefe  circumftances,  a  change  of  lides  afforded  the  only 
hope  of  evading  a  icrutiny,  and  at  the  fame  time,  held  out  a 
profpc^l  of  repknifhing  hi&  cxhauftcd  reiuurces.     He  open-. 
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ed  a  correfpondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  :  the  deliver- 
ing up  the  poft  at  Weft  Point,  where  he  now  command- 
ed, was  the  fervicc  hs  prom  i(ed  to  perform,  and  the 
interval  of  General  Wafhington's  ablence.*  was  the  time  ap- 
appointed  forfinifliing  the  negociation.  The  Vulture,  Brit- 
ifh  Sloop  of  war,  was  ftationed  in  the  North  river,  near 
enough  to  ferve  for  the  intended  communiGation.  Major 
Andre,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  undertook  to 
confer  with  Arnold,  and  bring  the  negociation  to  a  conclu- 
fion.  For  this  purpofe  he  repaired  on  board  the  Vulture 
Sloop.  At  night,  a  boat  from  the  flTcre  carried  him  to  the 
beach,  where  he  met  General  Arnold  ;  and  daybreak  ap- 
proaching before  their  bufinefs  was  finifhed.  Major  Andre 
was  conduced  to  a  place  of  fafety,  where  he  remained  with 
Arnold  during  the  day  ;  and  at  night  the  boatfmen,  refuf- 
ing  to  carry  him  on  board  the  Vulture,,  becaufe  (he  had  fhift- 
ed  her  pofition  during  the  dav,  in  conlequence  of  a  gun  be- 
ing brought  to  bear  upon  her  from  the  (hore,  he  was  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  of  endeavouring  to  make  his  way  to  New- 
York  by  land;  Laying  afide  his  regimentals,  he  put  on  a 
plain  fuit  of  cloaths,  and  receiving  a  paffport  from  General' 
Arnold,,  under  the  affumed  name  of  John  Anderion,  as  if  he 
liad  been  fen t  down  the  country  on  public  bufinefs,  he  iet 
out  on  his  return  to  New-York.,  This  paffport  Secured  him- 
from  interruption  at  the  American  out  pofls  ;  and  he  had  al- 
ready paffed  them  all  and  thought  himfelf  out  of  danger,  when 
three  of  the  New-York  militia^  who  had  been  lent  out  to^ 
patrole  near  the  road  along  which  he  travelled,  fuddenly 
fpringing  from  the  woods,  feized  the  bridle  of  his  Horfe  and" 
flopped  him.^  Major  Andre  inftead  of  producing  his  pafs^ 
afked  the  men  from  whence  they  were,  and  being  anfwered, 
*'  from  below  ;.  meaning  New-York,"  and  fo,  faid  he,  *'  am 
I,"  and  declared  himfelf  a  Britifli  Officer,  and  preffed  that 
he  might  not  be  detained.  He  foon  di (covered  his  miftake,. 
for  his  captors  proceeded  to  fearch  him,  and  having  takea 
from  his  boot  a  packet,  in  the  hand  writing  of  General  Ar- 
nold, determined  to  carry  him  to  their  commanding  officer^ 
It  was  in  vain  that  he  offered  them  a  purle  of  gold  and  his; 


*  General  Wajhington,  in  order  to  concert  new  meajurts  with 
the  French  covimanders  at  Rhode- JJland  for  their  future  opera-^ 
iioHs,  had  an  interview  with  them  at  Hartford  in  ConncBicut^ 
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watch,  to  fuffer  him  to  pals  :  his  promilesof  an  ample  pro- 
vifion,  and  getting  them  promotion,  if  they  would  accompa- 
ny him  to  New-York,  were  equally  unavailing.  They  no- 
bly difdained  the  proffered  bribe,  and  delivered  him  a  prif- 
©ner  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jamefon,  who  commanded  the 
fcouting  parties.  In  teftimony  of  the  high  fenfe  entertained 
of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  condu6t  of  John  Paulding,  Da- 
vid Williams,  and  Ifaac  Van  Vert,  the  captors  of  Andre, 
Congrefs  refolved,  •*  that  each  of  them  receive  annually  Two 
Hundred  Dollars  in  Specie  during  life,  and  that  the  board 
of  war  be  direfted  to  procure  for  each  of  them  a  Silver  Med- 
al, on  one  fide  of  which  fliould  be  a  fhield  with  this  infcrip= 
tion,  Fidelity  j  and  on  the  other  the  following  Motto,  Vin- 
fit  amor  Pairicn." 

The  unfortunate  Andre  was  anxious  to  fave  General  Ar- 
nold. Before  Colonel  Jamefon,  he  continued  to  perfonatc 
the  fuppofed  John  Anderfon,  and  requefled  that  a  meffenger 
might  be  fent  to  General  Arnold  to  acquaint  him  with  his 
detention.  This  was  inconfiderately  granted.  Arnold  on 
the  receipt  of  this  letter  abandoned  every  thing,  went  on 
board  the  Vulture  Sloop,  and  in  her  proceeded  to  New- 
York.  In  the  mesn  time  General  Wafhimgton  returned  froin 
his  interview  with  the  French  commanders,  and  being  in- 
formed of  what  had  paffed  during  his  abfence,  together  with. 
Arnold's  efcape,  he  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  Well-Point 
•with  a  fhrong  detachment  from  his  army,  and  appointed  a 
board  of  General  Officers,  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  cafe  of  Major  Andre.  On  his  examination  he  volunta- 
rily confeiTed  everything  that  related  to  himfelf,  and  parti- 
cularly that  he  did  not  come  afhore  under  the  proteflion  of  a 
flag.  The  board  did  not  examine  a  Tingle  witnefs,  but  foun- 
ded their  report  on  his  own  confefTion.  In  this  they  ftated 
the  following  fa£ls,  "  that  Maj-or  Andre  came  on  fhore  on  the 
night  of  the  21  ft  of  September  in  a  private  and  fecret  man- 
ner, and  that  he  changed  his  drefs  within  the  American  liii'^s 
and  under  a  feigned  name  and  difguircd  habit  paiTcd  theii; 
"»-vorks,  and  was  taken  in  a  difguifed  habit  when  on  hi^ 
way  to  New-York,  and  when  taken,  feveral  papers  wcr?; 
found  in  his  poiTelTion,  which  contained  intelligence  for  the 
enemy."  They  further  reported  it  as  their  opinion  **  that 
Major  Andre  ought  to  be  conlidercd  as  a  Spy,  and  that  a* 
greeable  to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  nations  he  ouo,ht  to  fulfei^ 
^eath. 


12$  THE    AMERICAN    WAR, 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whole  efteem  and  regard  Major  Ah- 
<3re  enjoyed  in  an  eminent  degree,  immediately  opened  a 
correfpondence  with  General  Wafliington,  by  means  of  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  urged  every  motive  which  juftice,  policy, 
or  humanity,  could  fuggeft,  to  induce  a  remiffion  of  the  fen- 
tence.  General  Arnold  in  particular  urged,  that  every  thing 
done  by  Major  Andre  was  done  by  his  particular  dcfire.  An 
interview  alfo  took  place  between  General  Robertfon  on  the 
part  of  the  Britifh,  and  General  Green,  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans.  Every  thing  was  urged  by  the  former,  that  in- 
genuity or  humanity  could  fuggeft  for  averting  the  propofed 
execution.  But  all  efforts  to  fave  the  unfortunate  Andra 
"were  unavailing  :  his  doom  was  irrevocably  fixed.  It  was 
the  general  opinion  of  the  American  army  that  his  life  was 
forfeited,  and  that  the  national  dignity  and  found  policy  rc- 
<|uired  that  the  forfeiture  fhould  be  executed-  Andre, 
though  fuperior  to  the  terrors  of  death,  wiflied  to  die  like  a 
foldier.  On  the  day  previous  to  his  execution,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  General  Wafhington,  fraught  with  fentiments  of 
military  dignity.  But  from  an  adherence  to  the  ufages  of 
war,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  grant  this  requeft.  On  the 
fecond  day  of  06lober  this  accompliflied  young  officer  met 
his  f.Ue,  in  thp  manner  prefcribed  by  his  fcntence,  with  a  com- 
poiuie,  ferenity  and  fortitude,  whirh  aftonifhed  the  behol- 
ders, and  excited  emotions  of  fympathy. 

Thus  fell  the  brave,  but  unfortunate  Andre,  whofe  life  the 
Bntifh  might  have  faved  by  exchanging  him  for  Arnold, 
the  worft  man  in  the  American  army.  The  latter  was  made 
a  Brigadier  General  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  execution  of  Andre,  was  the  fubjeft  of  feverc 
cenfure,  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  maxims  of  felf  pre- 
fervation  have  uniformly  guided  the  pradice  of  hoftile  na- 
tions. It  was  more  confonant  to  extended  humanity,  to  take 
one  life,  than  by  ill  timed  lenity  to  lay  a  foundation,  which 
might  occafion  not  only  thelofs  of  many,  but  endanger  the 
independence  of  a  great  country. 

The  approach  of  winter  put  an  end  to  all  further  opera- 
tions in  the  field.  General  Wafhington  continued  to  occu- 
py the  high  grounds  bordering  on  the  North  river :  the 
French  troops  remained  at  Rhode-Ifland  :  and  the  Britifh 
troops  went  into  winter  quarters  in  New-York  and  its  de- 
pendencies. 
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TRANSACTIONS    IN    EUROPE  ANO    THE     WEST-INDIES,    CON- 
NECTED  ilV'ITH   THE    AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 
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'UT  the  proceedings  in  Europe  and  the  Weft-Indies  now 
demand  our  attention.  They  had  fo  direft  an  influence  oa 
the  American  war,  that  a  fhort  recapitulation  of  them  be- 
comes neceffary. 

When  France  firft  determined  to  acknowledge  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  American  colonies,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  them,  Spain  was  folicitited  to  join  in  it.  But,  hov/e- 
ver  clefirous  this  branch  of  the  houle  of  Bourbon  ^  2s  well  zs 
the  orher,  might  have  been  to  reduce  the  pov/er  of  Gre^t  Bri- 
tain, rhe  Spanifh  minifter  delayed  coming  to  an  open  r  .oture^ 
until,  from  the  certaintyof  uniting  their  naval  force  witn  that 
of  France,  they  had  realbn  10  expeft,  not  only  to  be  eble  u3> 
prote6l  their  own  trade  from  moieflation,  but  by  their  com- 
bined  fleets,  to  wrcft  the  empire  of  the  fea  from  the  Britifii 
na'ian.  A  French  fleet  failed  from  Breft  on  the  fourth  ofjunc 
1779,  fteering  for  the  coall  of  Spain,  and  on  the  fixteen'h- 
of  the  fame  Month  a  refcript  was  delivered  to  the  Briti!Ii 
miniftry,  which  announced  the  determination  of  the  Spa  iili 
Court  to  join  with  France  in  the  war.  The  French  fleet  join- 
ed thai  of  Spain  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  June.  Soon  after 
the  juntlion  they  fleered  for  the  Britifh  channel,  confuling 
of  more  than  fixty  fail  of  the  line,  with  nearly  an  equal  num- 
ber of  frigates. 

The  Britifh  fleet  then  in  the  channel  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Charles  Hardy  confifted  of  thirty  eight  fhips  of  the 
line  with  a  proportionate  number  of  frigates.  The  great  fu- 
periority  of  the  combined  fleet,  and  the  preparations  that 
were  made  on  the  French  coafl:  for  an  invafion  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, feerped  t'ojufl;ify  the  forebodings  of  thofe  who  prognot- 
ticated  the  ruin  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  A  ftrong  eafierly 
wind  fet  in,  and  compelled  Count  d'Orvilliers,  who  com- 
manded the  combined  fleet,  to  quit  the  channel.  The  fame 
eaflierly  wind  had  alfo  driven  the  Britifli  fleet  to  fea,  but  as 
foon  as  it  abated,  Sir  Charles  Hardy  regained  his  former  ila- 
tion,  and  entered  the  channel  in  full  view  of  the  combined 
fleet,  who  did  not  attempt  to  molefl  him.  Count  d'Orvii- 
lers  continued  for  lome  time  to  cruife  off  the  lands  enJ, 
but  at  the  approach  of  the  Equinoftial  gales,  he  quitted  the 
channel  and  entered  the  harbour  cf  Brcft,     Nothing  there- 
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fore  was  done  anfwerable  to  the  great  expeclatlons  that  had 
been  formed  from  the  union  and  co-operation  of  two  fuch 
powerful  fleets. 

In  the  mean  time,  Gibraltar  was  inveftcd  by  the  Spaniards 
both  by  land  and  fea  ;  and  the  blockade  was  formerly  noti- 
ced to  all  the  maritime  powers  in  amity  with  Spain,  tkat  they 
might  not  attempt  to  furnilh  it  with  fupplies. 

The  critical  fituation  of  Gibraltar  called  for  relief;  and 
admiral  Rodney  being  appointed  to  command  the  Britifh 
fleet  in  the  Weft-Indies,  failed  for  that  ftation,  with  a  rein- 
forcement of  fhips,  about  the  beginning  of  1780.  Under  his 
convoy  a  frefh  lupply  of  provifions  and  ftores  for  the  relief 
©f  the  garrifon  ar  Gibraltar  was  fent.  He  on  his  way  fell  in 
%vith  15  fail  of  Merchantmen,  under  a  flight  convoy,  bound  | 
from  St.  Sebaftian  to  Cadiz,  and  captured  the  whole.  Sev-  ' 
cral  of  the  vefi"els  were  laden  with  provifions  which  being 
fent  into  Gibraltar  proved  a  feafonable  fupply.  In  about  a 
week  after  he  fell  in  with  a  Spanifli  fleet  of  eleven  fail  of  the 
line  and  two  frigates,  that  were  cruifing  off  Cape  St.  Vincents, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  Langara.  An  aftion  enfufed 
■which  lafted  ten  hours.  The  Spanifh  fhip  St.  Domingo  of  70 
guns  blew  upandallonboardpcrilhed.  The  Spanifli  Admirals 
ihip,  the  Phoenix  of  80  guns,  with  three  of  70,  were  carried 
into  Gibraltar.  Two  others  had  ftruck  ;  but  after  the  ofli- 
cers  had  been  fhifted,  were  driven  on  fhore  by  the  tempef- 
tuous  weather,  and  one  of  them  was  entirely  loft.  Four  . 
fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  efcapcd.  The  convoy  be- 
ing condu6led  fafely  to  Gibralter,  Admiral  Rodney,  with  the 
reft,  proceeded  to  his  ftation  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  arri- 
ved at  St.  Lucie  on  the  twenty  feventh  of  March.  Nothing 
however  happened  till  the  fifteenth  of  April,  v.hcn,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  the  Count  de  Guichen  came  out  of  Fort 
Royal  harbour,  in  Martinique,  and  failed  with  twenty  three 
(hips  of  the  line,  and  a  number  of  frigates.  Intelligence  be-^ 
jng  conveyed  to  Admiral  Rodney,  he  alfo  put  to  lea  with 
twepty  fhips  of  the  line.  On  the  feventeeth  they  came  to 
an  a6lion.  The  firing  began  about  one,  and  did  not  ceafj^ 
till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  French  Admiral  bore 
away.  The  Count  de  Guichen  remained  at  Cape  Francois 
until  the  homcA'ard  bound  trade  from  the  French  I  flanda 
had  afl"embled,  when  taking  it  under  his  protedion,  he  failed, 
as  has  been  already  relalcc^  direftly  for  Europe. 
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Before  the  end  of  1780  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  were 
increafed  by  the  addirion  of  the  States  General.  The  event 
which  occafioned  a  formal  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  was  the  capture  of  Henry  Laurens.  In  the  de- 
ranged ftate  of  American  finances,  he  had  been  deputed  by 
Congrefs  ro  folicit  a  loan  for  their  fervice  in  Holland  ;  and  al- 
fo  to  negotiate  a  trea  y  between  that  country  and  the  United 
States.  But  the  veffel  was  taken  on  her  paflage  to  Europe, 
and  with  her  Mr.  Laurens  and  his  papers  ;  the  box  contain- 
ing them,  which  had  been  thrown  over  board,  having  been 
prevented  from  finking  by  the  alertnefs  of  a  Britifh  Teaman, 
Thele  papers  having  furnifhed  the  Britifh  Miniftry  with  full 
evidence  of  what  they  had  before  fufpefted,  the  unfriendly 
dilpofition  of  the  Dutch,  they  demanded  inftant  fatisfaftion  ; 
and  no  fatisfaclory  anfwer  being  returned  by  the  States  Gen- 
eral within  the  time  cxpecled,  the  Bricifh  Ambafl"ador  was 
recalled  from  the  Hague,  and  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
letters  of  reprifal  were  ordered  to  be  iilued  againft  the  Dutch. 
In  the  meau  time  Mr.  Laurens  was  committed  a  clofe  pri{- 
oner  to  the  tower  of  London* 

The  ftorm  of  Britifh  vengeance  nrfl  burfl:  on  the  Dutch 
ifiand  of  St.  Euflatius.  It  attra6led  the  attention  of  the 
Britifh,  not  from  its  intrinfic  value,  but  as  being  a  general 
depofit  of  merchandize,  from  whence  not  only  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  but  the  French  Iflands  alfo,  derived  confidera-> 
ble  fupplies.  So  great  was  the  importation  of  merchandize 
into  St.  Euftatius,  that  the  bulkier  articles,  for  want  of  room 
in  the  Warchoufes,  lay  in  the  Streets.  The  v/hole  Ifland 
was  a  kind  of  natural  fortification,  and  very  capable  of  being 
made  ftrong  ;  but  as  its  inhabitants  were  a  mixture  of  tran- 
fient  perfons,  wholly  intent  on  the  gain  of  commerce,  they 
were  more  felicitous  to  acquire  property,  than  attentive  to 
'improve  thofe  means  of  fecurity  which  the  Illand  afforded  ; 
nor  v/as  it  even  provided  with  any  thing  like  a  fufficient  gar- 
rifon.  On  the  third  of  February  1781,  Sir  George  Rodney 
and  General  Vaughan,  appeared  before  the  Ifland  with  a 
large  fleet  and  army.  A  fummons  was  immediately  fent  to 
the  governor,  requiring  him  to  furrender  the  Ifland  ;  with 
which,  knowing  its  defencelefs  flate,  he  thought  it  prudent 
without  delay  to  comply.  The  value  of  the  merchandize 
thus  furrendered  was  fuppofed  to   amount  to  four  millions 
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ftcrling.  All  this  property,  togecher  with  what  was^  found 
on  the  Ifland,  was  indifcriminately  feized  and  declared  to  bt 
confifcated.  A  Dutch  frigate  of  thirty  fix  guns,  five  fhipj 
of  war  of  inferior  force,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty fail  of  merchantmen,  were  taken  in  the  Bay  ;  and  a  fleei 
of  thirt)'^  ihips  richly  laden,  which  had  failed  from  St.  Eufta- 
tius  for  Holland,  two  days  before  its  capture,  were  purfued, 
overtaken,  and  brought  back,  together  with  their  convoy,  ;. 
fhip  of  fixty  guns.  The  furrender  of  St.  Euftatius  was  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  the  Iflands  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba,  and  the 
Dutch  fettlemcnts  upon  the  Spanifh  Main,  bordering  on  the 
river  Demarara  and  Iflequibo. 

The  French  made  a  fruitlefs  attempt  on  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Lucie,  but  foon  after  took  the  Ifland  of  Tobago. 

During  this  time  the  Spaniards  were  employed  upon  the 
continent  of  America,  in  recovering  the  poflefllons  which 
had  been  taken  from  them  in  the  former  war.  In  each  of 
the  two  preceding  years,  they  had  already  conquered  a  part 
of  Weft-Florida  ;  and  in  i-jgi  the  conquefl  of  the  whole  prov- 
ince was  completed  by  the  reduction  of  Penfacola. 

Thus  the  French  and  Spaniards  afted  leparately  In  their 
military  operations  abroad,  but  in  Europe  they  undertook  a 
joint  expedition  againft  the  Ifland  of  Minorca.  A  French 
fleet  of  eighteen  fhips  of  the  line  failed  from  Breft. towards 
the  end  of  June,  and  in  the  following  month  joined  the 
vSpanifh  fleet  at  Cadiz,  The  principal  armament  deftined 
againft  Minorca  was  prepared  at  Cadiz,  confiding  of  ten 
thoufand  men,  with  a  fuitable  train  of  artillery,  commanded 
by  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  French  General.  Under  the  con- 
voy of  the  combined  fleets,  this  armament  arrived  in  Hifety 
at  Minorca,  and  was  landed  upon  the  Uland  on  the  twentieth 
of  Auguft.  They  were  foon  afterwards  joined  by  a  confidera- 
ble  body  of  French  troops  from  Toulon,  and  St.  Philip's 
Caftle,  the  principal  fortrefs  of  the  Ifland  was  then  regularly 
inverted.  In  confequencc  of  the  brave  defence  made  by  the 
garrifon,  the  fiege  was  protrafted  until  the  5th  of  February 
1782,  when  the  fort  was  furrendered,  and  the  whole  Ifland 
reftored  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  after  it  had  been  in  poiTclI- 
ion  of  Great  Britain  about  feventy  four  years.  Nearly  about 
the  fame  time  the  Ifland  of  St.  Chriftophers  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies was  reduced  by  the  Marquis  de  BouilU, 
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The  French  and  Spanifli  fleets,  after  having  convoyed  the 
armament,  againfl  Minorca  as  already  related,  as  far  as  the 
ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  and  iccn  it  fafely  into  the  Mediterranean? 
altered  thtir  courle,  and  failed  for  the  coafl  of  England,  with 
orders  to  Rght  the  Britifh  fleet.  When  they  arrived  off  the 
mouth  of  the  channel,  they  extended  themfelves  in  a  line 
acrofs  it  from  the  Iflands  of  Scilly  to  Ufhant,  amounting  in 
all  to  feventy  fail,  fifty  of  them  being  of  the  line,  and  fome  of 
thefe  of  thelargeflrate.  The  attention  of  all  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica was  again  dire£led  to  the  operations  of  io  powerful  a  fl^et. 
But  Admiral  Darby,  who  was  then  cruizing  in  the  channel, 
with  the  Britifh  fleet  confifling  of  only  twenty  one  fnips  o£ 
the  line  having  received  information  of  their  approach,  pru- 
dently vt^ithdrew  into  Torbay,  to  wait  for  a  reinforcement. 
In  this  fituation,  vafl  as  their  fuperiority  was,  the  combined 
fleets  did  not  dare  to  attack  him.  Early  in  the  month  of 
September  they  feparated,  the  French  fleet  fleering  for  Brefl, 
and  that  of  Spain  for  Cadiz. 

In  the  fpring  of  this  year  a  Britifh   fquadron  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  had  failed   for  the  North 
Sea  in  order  to  proteft  the  BritiHi  trade  to  the  Baltic.     Ad- 
miral Hyde  Parker  on  his  return  to  England,    with  a  large 
fleet  under  his  convoy,  upon  the  Dogger  Bank  fell  in  with  i 
Dutch  fquadron  that  was  convoying  a  fleet  of  merchantmen 
bound  to  the  Baltic.     From  fome  caufe  or  other,  one  of  the 
Dutch  line  of  battle  fhips,  had  returned  into  port,  but  Admi- 
ral Zauttman,  the  Dutch  commander,  at  the  approach  of  the 
Britifh  Squadron  fubdituted  a  forty  four  gun  fhip,    carrying 
heavy  metal,  and  without  praftifing  any  manoeuvres  to  avoid 
a  dscihve  engagement,  prepared  to  difpute  the  day   with  his 
opponent  by  dint  of  hard  fighting.  The  Britifh  fleet  being  to 
windward,  bore  down  upon  that  of  Admiral  Zauttman.     But 
no  gun  was  fired  on   either  fide,  until  the  twoSquadronscamc 
fo  near   as  to  be  within  half  mufquet  fhot,  when  the  aftion 
b^gan  and  continued  with  unremitting  fury  for  three  hours 
and  a  half,  at  the  end  of  which  both  fleets    were  fo  difabled, 
that  neither  of  them  could  form  the  line  and  renew  the  ac- 
tion.    They   feparated,  after    having  laid   to  for  fome  time, 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from   each  other,,  repairing^  their  damages^ 
Although  no  Pxiip   was  taken  on  either  fide,  this  was   by  far 
the  hardeft  fought  battle  of  any  that  had  yet  happened  by  fea 
during  the   war.     The   Dutch  Squadron  gonhHicd  of  eiglu 
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ihips,  of  two   Decks:  that  of  Admiral  Parker  confifled  of 
fcven. 

In  the  firfl  year  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  the  power  of  the  latter  in  India  was  almofl  annihil- 
ated. The  Britifh  took  the  greateft  part  of  their  poffefiions, 
and  the  Illands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius,  with  the  port  of 
Mahie,  on  the  continent  of  Afia,  were  all  the  poiTefTionsthat 
remained  to  them  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  Neverthe- 
lefs  they  maintained  their  influence  with  the  native  powers. 
War  was  excired  between  Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  regent  of  the 
Myfore  countryj  and  the  Englifh  company,  which  threaten- 
ed dcflruftion  to  the  Britifli  intereft.  Kyder's  country  is 
feparatcd  from  the  territories  belonging  to  the  India  compa- 
ny by  a  chain  of  mountains  called  the  Ghauts.  From  thefe 
mountains,  Kyder,  in  the  Month  of  June.  1780,  had  defcend- 
cd  with  an  army  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men,  who  fpread 
themfelves  like  a  torrent  over  the  country  below.  Hyder's 
troops,  after  having  ravaged  the  dominions  of  the  Eait-India 
company  on  the  coaft  of  Caromandel,  were  finally  driven 
within  iheirown  country,  yet  this  invafion  greatly  encreafcd 
the  embarraffments  of  Great  Britain.  And  whilft  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  globe,  flie  was  availing  herfelfof  her  mari- 
time power,  Ruffia,  Sweden  and  Denmark  formed  a  combi- 
nation under  the  name  of,  The  Armed  Neutrality,  in  which 
KulTia  took  the  leadv  Her  trading  veilels  had  long  been  har- 
raffed  by  Britifh  fearches  and  feizui  es,  on  pretence  of  their 
carrying  on  a  commerce  inconfiftent  with  neutrality,  and  the 
prefent  embarraffed  ftate  of  Great  Britain  favoured  the  re-^sf- 
tablifhment  of  the  laws  of  nature.  A  declaration  was  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  emprefs  of  RufTia,  addrelTed  to  the  courts  of 
London,  Verfailles  and  Madrid.  In  this  it  was  obfcrved 
*'  that  her  Majefly  found  it  neceffary  to  remove  the  vexa- 
tions which  had  been  offered  to  the  commerce  of  Ruffia,  but; 
before  fhe  came  to  any  ferious  meafures,fiie  thought  itjufl  and 
equitable  to  expofe  to  thcvvorid  and  particularly  to  the  bel- 
ligerent powers,  the  principles  adopted  for  lier  condudf, 
which  were  as  follows  :  that  neutral  fhips  fiiould  enjoy  a 
free  navigation  even  from  port  to  port,  and  on  the  coafls  of 
the  belligerent  powers,  that  all  effefts  belonging  to  belli- 
gerent powers,  fhould  be  looked  on  as  free  on  board 
fuch  neutral  (hips,  with  an  exception,  of  places  aftually 
blocked  up  or  befieged  and  with  a  provifo  that  llicy  do  not 
carry  to  the  enemy  contraband  articles/' 
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Thefe  were  limited  by  an  explanation  lo  as  to  **  compre- 
hend only  tvarlikc  dores  and  annmunition."  And  her 
imperial  Majelty  farther  declare  1,  that  "(he  was  firmly 
refolved  to  maintain  thefe  principles,  and  that  with  a  view 
of  protecting  the  navigation  of  her  fubjefls,  fhe  had  given 
orders  to  fit  out  a  confiderable  part  of  her  naval  force." 
The  kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  as  well  as  the  States 
General,  formally  acceded  to  the(e  principles.  The  Queen 
of  Portugal  was  the  only  iovereign  who  refufed  to  concur. 
By  this  combination  a  lelpetlable  guarantee  was  procured 
to  a  commerce,  from  which  France  and  Spain  procured  a 
plentiful  fupplv  of  articles  eifentially  conducive  to  a  v  gor- 
ous  profecution  of  the  war,  and  whereby  the  ufurped  au- 
thority of  Great  Britain  on  the  highway  of  nature  received 
a  fatal  blow. 
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X  ROM  this  general  view  of  tlie  trani'aftions  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  we  mud  now  return  to  North  Americaj  the 
grand  theatre  of  the  war. 

Soon  after  the  reception  of  Arnold  into  the  Britifh  fervice, 
he  publifhed  an  addrefs  to  his  countrymen,  wherein  he  en- 
deavored to  detach  the  American  foldiery  from  the  fervice 
of  Congrefs.  They  had  long  remained  without  pay,  and 
without  other  neceflTities,  yet  they  remained  ileady,  dcfpifing 
Arnold  and  his  offers.  At  length,  however,  their  long  fuf- 
ferings  and  complicated  diftreffcs  broke  out  into  deliberate 
mutiny.  This  event  which  had  been  long  expc6led,  made 
its  firft  threatening  appearance  in  the  Pennfylvania  line. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  by  confidential  mefiengers,  offered  to 
take  them  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Britifh  government. 
He  recommended  that  they  fliould  move  behind  the  South 
river,  in  New-Jerfey,  where  a  corps  of  Britifh  troops  would 
be  ready  for  their  proteftion.  But  Clinton's  mefifenger's 
were  feized  by  the  foldiers  and  delivered  to  General  Wayne. 
Their  fufferings  had  exhaufted  their  patience,  but  not  their 
patriotifm.  A  board  of  officers  tried  and  condemned  the 
Bri  ifli  fpies,  and  they  were  inflantly  executed.  The  com- 
plaints of  the  foldiers  being  founded  in  jufticc,  were  rcdrei- 
fcd^  and  ihe  revoli  coinpletely  quelled. 
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At  this  period  of  the  war,  there  WcL3  little  or  no  circu- 
lating medium,  either  in  the  form  of  paper  or  fpecie  ;  And 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  American  army,  there  was  a 
real  want  of  neceffary  provifions.  At  length  the  bills  of 
credit  of  the  rulers  of  America  ceafed  to  circulate.  But 
in  this  crifis  new  refources  were  opened,  and  the  war  was 
carried  on  with  the  fame  vigour  as  before.  A  great  deal  of 
gold  and  filver  was  about  this  time  introduced  into  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  by  a  beneficial  trade  with  the  French  and  Span- 
ifh  Weft-India  1(1  mds,  and  by  means  of  the  French  army  m 
Rhode-Ifland.  The  king  of  France  gave  the  United  States 
a  fubfidy  of  fix  millions  of  livres,  and  became  their  fecuri- 
ty  foY*  ten  millions  more,  borrowed  for  their  ufe,  in  the 
United  Netherlands. 

While  the  Americans  were  thus  fuffering  the  complicated 
calamities  which  introduced  the  year  17B1,  the  Britifh  were 
carrying  on  the  moft;  extenfive  plati  of  operation  which  had 
ever  been  attempted  fince  the  war. 

In  the  fall  of  the  preceding  year,  the  lofs  of  Major  Fer* 
gufon's  detachment  obliged  Lord  Corwallis  to  return  from 
his  northern  exoedition  and  fall  back  to  Wynnefborough 
in  South-Carolina.  Still,  however  the  projeded  movement 
into  North-Carolina  was  deemed  fo  elTential,  that  he  only 
■waited  for  a  reinforcement  to  renew  it.  Major  Gen.  Lcdie, 
with  about  two  thoufand  men,  had  been  detached  fiom  New- 
York  to  the  Chefapeak  in  the  latter  end  of  laft  year,  with 
a  view  to  favour  Lord  Cornwallis's  defigns  in  the  Southern 
States;  but  fubfequent  events  induced  Cornwallls  to  order 
him  from  Virginia  to  Charleftown.  Soon  after  the  depar- 
ture of  Gen.  Leflie,  Virginia  was  again  invaded  by  another 
detachment  from  New-York  under  the  command  of  Gen, 
Arnold,  for  the  double  purpofe  of  deftroying  the|  Ame- 
rican ftores,  and  of  adifting,  by  means  of  a  diverfion,  the 
operations  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  two  Carolinas.  A  plan 
Avas  formed  by  General  Wafhington  for  entrapping  Arnold, 
Vv^ith  this  view,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  twelve  hun- 
dred, of  the  American  infantry  was  detached  to  Virginia, 
whilft  a  French  fleet  with  fifteen  hundred  additional  men 
on  board,  failed  from  Rhode-Ifland  for  the  fame  ftate. 
D'Eftouches,  who,  ftncc  the  death  of  de  Ternay  on  the  pre- 
ecding  December,  had  commanded  the  French  fleet,  prcvl- 
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•us  to  the  failing  of  his  whole  naval  force,  dlfpatched  th« 
Eveille,  a  fixty-four  gun  fhip,  and  two  frigates,  with  orders 
to  deftroy  the  Britifh  fhips  and  frigates  in  tlie  Chefapeake. 
Thele  took  or  deflroyed  ten  veflfels,  and  captured  the  Ro- 
mulus of  44  guns.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  with  a  BritiOi  fieeC 
failed  from  Gardiner's  bay  in  purfuit  of  D'Eftouches,  ana 
overtook  the  latter  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia.  An  engage- 
ment took  place,  which  ended  without  the  lofs  of  a  fhip  on 
either  fide  ;  but  the  Britifh  obtained  the  fruits  of  viftory, 
fo  far  as  to  fruflrale  the  whole  fcheme  of  their  adverfaries. 
The  French  fleet  returned  to  Rhode-Inand. 

Arnold  with  his  detachment  had  landed  about  fJteeti 
miles  below  Richmond,  on  the  5th  of  January  ;  and  in  two 
days  marched  into  the  town,  where  they  deflroyed  largo 
quantities  of  tobacca,  fait,  rum,  fail-cloth,  and  other  merchan- 
dize. In  about  a  fortnight,  they  marched  to  Portfmouth 
2nd  began  to  fortify  it.  A  reinforcement  of  two  thoufand 
Britifh  troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Philips,  arri- 
ved in  the  Chefapeake  on  the  twcnty-fixth  of  march.  This 
General,  after  having  made  a  junftion  with  A.rnold,  affum- 
cd  the  command  of  the  whole  Britifh  force  in  Virginia. 

The  whole  country  being  open  to  their  excurfions  the 
Britifh  fpread  themfelves  in  all  dire£l:ions,  defeating  thofe 
bodies  of  militia  which  came  in  their  way.  After  leavintj  a 
garrifon  at  Portfmouth,  and  detaching  a  party  to  York-town, 
the  main  body  of  the  Britifli  army  proceeded  by  water  to. 
Vv^iliiamfburgh  ;  and  on  the  22d  of  April  they  reached 
Chickapowing.  A  party  proceeded  up  that  river,  and  de- 
flroyed much  property.  On  the  24th  they  landed  at  Cily- 
point,  and  foon  after  marched  for  Pcteifburgh,  where  thsv 
deflroyed  four  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  a  fhip,  and  a 
number  of  fmall  vefTels.  At  ChePre/field  court-houfe  they 
burnt  a  range  of  barracks,  and  three  hundred  barrels  of  Hour, 
Another  party,  under  the  command  of  General  Arnold, 
marched  to  OPjorn's.  About  four  miles  above  that  chcc,  a 
fmall  marine  force  was  drawn  up  to  oppofe  him.  Arnold 
advanced  with  fome  artillery,  and  firing  upon  the  American 
veffcls  with  decifive  effeft  from  the  banks,  captured  two 
fhips  and  ten  fmall  vcfiTels,  loaded  with  tobacco,  cordag^, 
iour.     A  number  of  veiftls  were  burnt  or  funk,  and  twelve 
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hundred  hogflieads  of  tobacco  deftroyed.  At  Manchefter, 
they  deftroyed  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  hogfheads  of  to- 
bacco, and  at  Warmic  they  deftroyed  the  fliips  on  the  ftocks, 
and  in  the  river,  and  a  large  range  of  rope-walks.  A  num- 
ber of  ware-houfes,  filled  with  different  commodities,  were 
alio  confumed  in  one  general  conflagration.  On  the  fecond 
of  May,  the  Britifli  troops  were  reimbarked,  and  returned  to 
Peterft)urgh,  after  having  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  three 
weeks  deftroyed  property  to  an  immenfe  amount.  Gene- 
ral Philips,  after  a  few  days  illnefs,  died  at  Peterfburgh,  and 
the  command  of  the  Britifn  troops  devolved  again  on  Gene- 
ral Arnold. 

The  reinforcement  under  the  command  of  Geri'^ral  Leflis 
arrived  at  Charlefton  on  the  thirteenth  of  December,  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  began  his  march  fix  days  after. 

General  Greene,  who  had  fucceeded  General  Gates  in  the 
command  of  the  American  army,  finding  it  difficult  to  p-  ocure  a 
fufficient  fupply  of  provilions  in  the  ncignborhood  of  Char- 
lotte ;  and  being  fenfible  that  his  prefent  force,  which  con- 
fifted  of  about  2000  men  only,  was  too  weak  to  attempt  any 
direft  operation  againft  Lord  Cornwallis,  refolved  to  divide 
it  and  to  harrafs  the  Britifii  out-pofts  on  the  frontiers  of 
South-Carolina.  A  detachment  of  light  troops,  conlifting  of 
three  hundred  infantry,  one  hundred  and  feventy  riflemen, 
and  feventy  light  dragoons,  were  put  under  the  command  of 
General  Morgan,  who  was  direflied  to  proceed  to  the  heads 
of  the  rivers  to  the  Weftern  frontiers  of  South  Carolina, 
and  threaten  the  Britifh  poft  at  Ninety-Six  ;  whilft  the  reft 
of  the  army  under  General  Greene  Tnould  march  to  the 
Pedee,  and  alarm  the  country  in  front  of  Camden.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  having  received  intelligence  of  this  movement, 
detached  Colonel  Tarleton  with  the  Britifti  legion  infantry, 
the  feventh  regiment,  a  battalion  of  the  feventy-firft  regiment' 
three  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  two  field  pieces,  and  an 
adequate  detachment  of  the  royal  artillery,  in  all  about  one 
thoufand  men.  Pie  received  orders  to  pali  Broad  river, 
and  to  oblige  Morgan  to  leave  the  country. 
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T'ne  extenrivs./ubmi{rion  of  the  militia  of  South-Carolina, 
3R  the  year  1780,  had  ultimately  operated  againft:  the  rcyal 
iRterefl.  The  Britifk  army,  by  filling  the  country  with  ra* 
pine,  violence  and  murder,  added  xiew  vigor  to  the  appo- 
lite  parly.  The  people,  not  finding  any  fecurity  for  their 
lives,  liberties  orpropert)',  under  the  military  government  of 
Britifh  oiiicers^  ardently  wiftied  for  an  American  force.  Un- 
der thcfe  favourable  cireumftances,  General  Greene  began  his 
operations  ;  and  Gen.  Morgan,  in  his  March  towards  Ninety 
Six,  collected  between  four  and  five  hundred  militia. 

Thus  the  two  detachments^  were  nearly  equal  in  infantry, 
i)ut  in  cavalry,  and  the  general  (quality  of  the  troops,  Tarle- 
ton  was  greatly  fuperior. 

Lord  Cornvvallls,  with  his  army,  h?.d  proceeded  to  the 
north-wed,  beUveen  bread  river  and  the  Catawba,  in  order 
the  more  eafily  to  be  enabled  to  pafs  the  great  rivers  in  their 
way  at  the  fords  near  their  fource.  3y  following  this  courfe^ 
the  Britifli  General  hoped,  either  to  cut  ofF  Morgan's  retreat, 
if  he  fiiouldelude  Tarieton,  or  to  get  between  Greene's  arm^ 
and  Virginia,  and  force  him  to  an  action  before  he  was  join- 
ed by  his  expefted  reinforcements^  The  detachment  under 
General  Lefiie,  which  had  been  halted  at  Camden,  until 
Lord  Cornwallis  fhould  be  ready  to  march  from  WynnefDo- 
rough,  the  longer  to  conceal  from  the  American  General  the 
road  which  the  Britifh  arn:>y  meant  to  take,  received  ordera 
to  move  up  the  banks  of  the  Catawba,  and  join  Cornwallia 
en  his  march.  The  march,  both  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and 
General  Lcilie,  being  much  encumbered  with  baggage  and 
artiiiervj  was  greatly  retarded  by  the  fweliing  of  creeks  and 
water  courfes.  Tarieton,  having  the  command  of  light 
troops,  more  eafily  furmounted  thefe  obltacles,  and  overtook 
Morgan  near  the  Parcolet.  The  latter,  after  retreating  over 
that  river,  made  a  flicw  of  difputing  Tarieton's  pafTage,  by- 
guarding  the  fcrds.  Tarieton,  however,  on  the  fixth  of 
January,  found  means  to  pafs  over  his  detachment  v/ithia 
fix  miles  of  the  American  er.campment.  Morgan  was  forced 
to  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  Tarieton  took  pofTeCTion  of 
the  gro'jnd  th^t  had  becu  left  by  the  Americans. 

Col.  Tivrleton,    leaving    his   baggage,  u/i^ejr  .9,  Bt^9f^4; ,  vviljl 
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orders  not  to  n-ove  till  day-light  appeared,  relumed  the  marck 
of  the  Britifli  light  troops  at  three  in  the  morning,  in  purfuit 
of  Morgan's  detachinent.  AFter  a  fatiguing  march,  thro* 
iwamps  and  broken  ground,  he  came  in  fight  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, about  eight  in  the  morning,  at  the  Cowpens.  General 
Mxgan,  finding  himfelf  hard  preffed  hy  the  Britifh  troops, 
reloived  to  hazard  an  aftion.  He  drew  up  his  forced  in  two 
lines,  the  miluia,  under  Col.  Pickens,  forming  the  firft  line, 
and  the  continentals,  under  Col.  Howard,  with  the  Virginia 
riflemen,  the  iecond.  Lieut.  Col,  Wafliiiigton,  with  his  ca- 
valry, and  about  45  militia  men,  mounted  and  equipped 
with  fwords,  were  drawn  up  at  feme  didance  in  the  rear,  as 
a  corps  of  referve.  The  ground  which  Morgan  occupied 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  well  chofen.  It  was  an  opea 
wood,  and  confequentiy  liable  to  be  penetrated  by  the  ene- 
my's cavalry.  Both  his  flanks  were  expofed,  and  the  river, 
at  no  great  diflance,  ran  parallel  to  his  rear. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton,  having  advanced  within 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  firft  line  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, made  a  hafty  dirpofition  of  his  force.  The  feventh 
regiment  and  light  infantry,  were  formed  in  line,  with  a  cap- 
tain and  fifty  dragoons  at  each  of  their  flanks  ;  and  the  fij  ft 
ballalion,  the  feventy-fi:  r.  regiment,  and  the  refl  of  the  Bri- 
tifli cavdlrvj  were  directed  to  form  as  a  referve,  and  wait  for 
orders,  Tarleton,  relying  on  the  valour  of  his  troops,  impa- 
tient of  dclav,  and  too  confident  of  fuccefs,  led  on  in  perfon 
the  firfl  line  to  the  attack,  even  before  it  was  fully  formed, 
and  whilfJ-  the  commander  of  the  ieventh  regiment  was  pofl- 
ing  his  officers  :  Neither  had  the  rcierve  yet  reached  the 
ground  which  it  was  to  occupy.  The  firft  line  of  the  Ame- 
ricans being  compoled  of  militia,  did  not  long  withftand  the 
c'.:;nge  of  the  Britifh  regulars  :  It  gave  way  in  all  quarters, 
and  was  piirlued  to  the  continentals.  The  latter,  undilmay- 
cd  by  the  retreat  of  the  militia,  maintained  their  ground  witli 
great  bravery  ;  and  the  conflift  between  them  and  the  Bri- 
tifh troops  was  obftinate  and  bloody.  The  ieft  flank  of  the 
Americans  was  charged  by  a  troop  of  dragoons,  commanded 
by.Capt.  Ogilvie,  They  cut  their ivay  through  the  Ameri- 
can line,  but  being  expofed  to  a  heavy  fire,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  charged  by  the  whole  of  Wafliington's  cavalry,  were 
compelled  to  reireat  in  confuflon.     The  Britifli  rcfcrvc  now 
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moved  forward,  which  let  their  wncle  line  again  in  motion, 
Tne  continentals  were  forced  to  give  way  :  but  the  Ameri- 
can commander,  finding  that  the  Bririfh  cavalry  did  not  pur- 
fuc,  gave  orders  to  Colonel  WaOiington  to^cover  the  rear  of 
the  broken  provincials,  whilft  he  exerted  hi-nfelf  to  rally 
them..  His  endeavours  lucceeded»  The  continentals  were 
ralUed  and  formed,  and  now  in  their  turn  charj^ed  the  affnl- 
aats.  Such  of  the  BritiQi  infantry  as  were  fartheft  advanced, 
receiving  this  unexpecled  charge,  fell  bsck  in  confudon^and 
com.  uunicated  a  panic  to  others,^  \vhich  foon  became  general, 
Walnington  charged  v/ith  his  cavalry  ;  and  a  total  rout  en- 
fued.  The  militia  who  had  fled,  feeing  the  fortune  of  the 
day  changed,  returned  and  joined  in  the  p-uriuit^  The  Bri- 
tiih  infantry  were  foon  overtake^:,,  and  ahnofr  the  v/holc 
\vere*cither  killed  or  taken  priioners.  It  was  in  vain  that 
Tarieron  endeavoured  to  bring  his  legion  cavalry  to  charge 
and  check  the  progrels  of  the  Americans,  They  fled  in  a 
body  through  the  woods,  leaving  their,  commander  with  a 
fmall  oarty  behind,  Tarleton,  feeiag  nothing  farther  to  be 
done,,  retreated  v.-ith  his  i'mall  band. of  adherenis  to  Hamilton's 
Ford,  upon  Broad  River,  in  his  wa-y  to  the  BritiHi  main 
army  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  then  at  Turkey-Creek,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  field  of  attion.  The  only  body  of 
Tarleton's  infantry  that  efcaped,  was  the  guard  left  with 
the  bagg.Tge,.  which  had  not  reached  the  Cowpens  at  the 
time  of  the  a6lion  :  Pearly  intelligence  of  the  defeat  being 
conveyed  to  the  officer  who  commaaded  it,  he  immediately 
deftroyed  whatever  part  of  the  bagg.ige  could  not  be  carried, 
off,   and  retreated  to  their  main  arrny  unmoieircd. 

During  this  a6lion,.  upwards  of  three  hundred  of  the  Bri- 
tifh.  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  above  five  hundred  taken 
prifoners  ;  ei^t  hundred  mufkels,.  two  field  pieces  ;  thirty- 
five  baggage  waggons,,  and.  one  hundred  dragoon  horfcs  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,.  The  Americans  had  only 
twelve  men  killed  end  fixtv  wounded. 

Colonel  Tarleton,^  daring  in  Ikirmilhes,  betrayed  want  of 
military  knowledge  in  this  aCbion.  His  force  was  fupcrior 
in  numbers,  Morgan  had  only  five  hundred  and  forty  con- 
tinentals, the  reft  militia,  and  the  advantage  of  ground  was. 
on  the  fide  of   the  Bntifh.     This  defeai  fuimcd  a  principal 
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I'-nk  in  a  chain  of  caufes,  which  finally  drew  doWn  tumj 
both  in  North  and  South- Carolina,  on  the  royal  iniereft^ 
and  led  tO'  the  Independence  of  America.  Colonel  Tarieton,; 
it  feemSj  had  acquired  pov/er  without;  any  extraordinary  de- 
gree of  merit,  and  upon  mo/i  occafions  exerciied  it  without 
difcreti'on. 

The  year  1781  had  corn:7ienced  with  the  fairePt  profpeS* 
to  the  friends  of  Britifh  governrnent^  The  arrival  of  Gen^ 
Lcilie  in  Chariefton  w-ith  the  troops  lately  commanded  irs 
Virginia,  gave  Lord  Cornwaliis  a  decided  fisperiority,  ancf 
enabled  him  to  attenipt  the  reduSion  of  North-'Caroiina,  witb 
z  force  fuiEcient  to- bare  down  all  probabk  oppoPition.  A-r- 
r.old  was  before  hirfi  in  Virginia,  while  Soufh-'Carolina  irs 
his  rear,  was  confidered  as  completely  iubdued„  Whiifl- 
Cornwallis  was  indulging  the  pleafing  profpefts,  by  the  ap" 
preaching  campaign  to  immortalize  his  name  as  the  conquer-- 
or,  at  lead  of  the  Southern  States^  he  received  the  mortify- 
ing intelligenCCj  that  Tarleton,  inPread  of  driving  Morgati' 
out  of  the  country,  Vi^as  compleiely  defeated  by  hirna  Ths 
toiS  of  the  light  troops,-  at  all  tifnes  nfecefj=ary  to'  ati  army,  but 
on  a  march  through  a  woody  and  thinly  feftl*ed  sountry,  al- 
rs-ioft  ii:idifpenfable5  was,  to  the  Britiili  comn^inderj  an  irrepa-^ 
I3b.le  misfortune.  But  greatly  as  Lord  Cornwaliis  fa w^  his 
difficulties  increafed,  he  neverthelefs  reiolved  to  profecute' 
fhe  original  plan  of  the  expedition  in  North-Carelina,  as-  the 
r.nly  means  of  maintaining  the  Britifh  iniereft  in  the  South- 
ern States.  On  the  eighteenth  of  January  he  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  thereinforGement  under  Gen,  Leflie  ;  and  the  daf 
following  the  Britifh  army  refumed  its  march,  Morgan j 
encumbered  as  he  was  with  pri-foners,-  they  hoped,  might  ftill 
be  overtaken  bet^'cen  Broad  River  and  the  Catawba.  But 
t'iiat  able  ofFicetj  ferilible  of  his  danger,  j^uitted  the  Co%vpeni 
s^nmediately  after  the  a£lion,  and  proceeding  to  the  upper  ford^ 
on  Broad  Rivcr^  paffed  it  with  his  detachment  and  the  pri- 
foners.  iHe  then  dire6ted  his  ccurie  to  the  Catawba,  and 
novc-d  with  fo  mush  celerity  that  he  reached,  it  before  the 
Britifn  army. 

The  Americans  Otijlerw^ent  in  this  retre-at  great  hardfh'ips, 

I'.Jaiiy   of  them  v/ere   without   {hr>es,  marching  over  frcseti 

,41  cTund.     They  were  fornetimes  without  meat,  often  without 

i'^>\^r.-  and  always  without   i'piiituous  liquors*     Their  march 
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led  tliem  through  a  barren  country  which  Icarcely  afforded 
sieceiTariss  for  a  few  ft;raggling  inhabitants.  They  were  dai- 
ly reduced  to  the  neceifitv  of  fording  deep  creeks,  ,and  in  this 
fevere  feafon,  of  remaining  wet  without  any  change  of  cloaths, 
till  the  heat  of  their  bodies  and  occafional  fires  in  the  woods 
dried  their  tattered  rags.  To  ail  thcfe  diiacuUies  they  fub- 
mitted  without  the  lofs  of  a  lingle  ^enrinel  by  defertion. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  previoiifly  to  the  arrival  of  the  Britifii 
troops  on  the  banks  of  the  Catawba,  refolved  to  deflroy  ail 
their  fupeiTiuous  baggage.  By  firft  reducing  the  fize  and 
quantity  of  his  own,  he  fet  an  example  v.'hich  was  followed 
by  all  the  officers  under  his  command.  No  waggons  were 
rci'erved  except  thofe  loaded  with  hofpital  ftores,  I'dt  and 
ammunition,  and  four  emrty  ones  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  fick  and  wounded.  The  remainder  of  their  waggons, 
baggage,  and  all  the  ftore  of  fiour  and  rurn,  were  dePcroyed 
at  Ramiaur's  Mill.  The  royal  army,  encouraged  by  the  ex- 
ample of  their  commander,  fubmitted  with  cheerfulnefs  to 
this  arrangement,  which  deprived  inem  of  al)  future  prof- 
peft  of  fpiritods  liquors,  and  even  hazarded  a  regular  fuppljr 
of  provifions. 

Genera!  Morgan  had  been  fo  clofely  purfued.  that  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Britifh  troops  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  Ca- 
tawba in  the  evening  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  only 
two  hours  after  the  lafh  of  Morgan's  corps  had  crofTed.  Be- 
fore the  next  morning  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  made  that  river 
impaflable  ;  and  as  it  continued  lo  for  two  days,  Morgan  had 
time  to  difincurnber  himfelf  of  the  priloners,  by  fendir>* 
them  off  under  an  efcort  of  militia  by  a  different  route  frcrri 
that  which  he  propofed  to  take.. 

General  Greene,  upon  receiving  information  of  Lord 
'Cornwallis'  march,  left  his  army  upon  the  Pedee,  under  the 
command  of  General  Huger  and  Colonel  V/illiams,  with  or- 
tders  to  proceed  with  the  main  airmy  to  Guildford  Court- 
Houff,  m  order  to  form  a  jun£licn  with  the  detachment  u«- 
de.r  Gen,  Morgan,  whilil  he,  with  an  efcort  of  dragoons, 
proceeded  immediately  to  that  corps  to  regulate  its  move- 
tnents  for  facilita'ing  the  propofed  jurtflion.  After  travel- 
ling with  great  ejcpedition  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
through  the  country,  he  arrived  at  Morgan's  camp,  on  the 
viBil  day  of  January.  The  frcfh  having  lubhded  fo  far 
-as  to   Wave    the   jiver  JTordable,    Lord    Cornw^allis   dete*- 
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mined  to  attempt  a  parage  on  the  fiift  of  February.  Her 
detached  Col.  Webfter,  with  one  divifion  of  his  army,  to 
a  public  ford  called  Beattie's,  with  orders  to  cannonade, 
and  make  a  feint,  as  if  they  intended  to  force  a  paiTage  : 
■whilfl  he,  with  the  other  divilion,  marched  to  a  pri- 
vate ford  near  M'Cowan's,  where  the  paffage  was  in  reality 
to  be  attempted.  This  divilion  marched  from  its  encamp- 
ment at  one  in  .he  morning,  and  reached  the  ford  about 
dawn.  This  ford,  although  a  private  one,  had  not  efcaped 
the  vigilance  of  the  Americans.  It  was  guarded  by  three 
hundred  militia,  under  the  command  of  General  Davidfon. 
Keverthelefs,  the  Britifli  marched  through  the  river^  up- 
wards of  500  yards  wide,  and  about  three  feet  deep,  fuTtain- 
ing  a  conilant  fire  from  the  militia  on  the  oppoQte  bank, 
without  returning  it  till  they  had  made  good  their  pafTage. 
The  light  infantry,  as  foon  as  they  had  reached  the  land,, 
formed,  and  quickly  routed  the  militia,  killing  or  wound- 
ing about  forty  of  them.  General  Davidion  was  the  la  ft 
who  remained  upon  the  bank,  and,  in  mounting  his  horfe 
to  make  his  efcape,  received  a  mortal  wound.  The  lois  01 
the  Britifh,  in  etfetling  this  pafTage,  iii  the  face  of  the  ene- 
my, amounted  only  to  forty.  Col.  Hall  and  three  privates 
being  killed,  and  thirty-fix  wounded. 

As  foon  as  the  whole  of  the  divinon  had  landed,  Colonel 
Tarleton,  with  a  detachment,  was  fent  in  purluit  of  the  mi- 
litia ;  He  overtook  a  party  who  had  rendezvoufed  at  Tar. 
rant's  tavern,  about  ten  miles  from  the  ford,  and  furioufly 
attacked  and  difperfed  them.  The  other  divifion  of  the 
Britiih  army  palled  the  Catawba,  at  Beattie's  ford,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  and  night  joined  Lord  Cornwallio's  divi- 
fion, about  five  miles  from  the  ford,  on  the  road  to  Salif- 
t)ury. 

The  paiTage  of  the  Catawba  being  effefted,  the  Americaa 
guards  Rationed  at  the  diftcrent  fords  were  withdrawn,  and- 
*he  light  troops  under  Morgan,  began  a  precipitate  retreat 
towards  the  river  Yadkin.  They  reached  the  trading  ford 
on  that  river  in  the  night,  between  the  fecond  and  third  of 
February,  and  with  the  a ffi fiance  of  all  the  boats  and  flats 
that  could  be  colkaed,  compleated  the  paffage  with  their 
baggage  by  the  following  evening.  But  a  heavy  rain  that 
itM  during  the  day.  rendered   the  river   unfordable  by  the 
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t  raorning.  All  the  boats  and  flats  having  been  fecurcd 
by  Morgan  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the  river  itfelf  be- 
ing unfordable,  and  continuing  to  rife  ;  Morgan's  detach- 
ment from  fortunate  incidents,  had  another  hair-breadth 
efcape.  All  hopes  of  preventing  the  junction  of  the  two 
ciivifions  of  the  American  army  were  now  at  an  end  ;  but 
the  Britifh  commander  had  another  objeft,  not  lefs  efTentiaU 
This  v/as  to  get  between  the  American  army  and  Virginia, 
to  which  province  it  was  obvious  Gen.  Greene  meant  to  re- 
treat. liOrd  Cornwallis,  therefore,  determ.ined  to  march  up 
the  weflern  banks  of  the  Yadkin,  and  pafs  by  the  {hallow 
fords  near  its  fource.  But  before  this  was  effefted,  the  two 
civitions  of  the  American  army  made  a  janftion  at  Guildford 
Court-houfe,  Though  this  had  taken  place,  their  combined 
numbers  were  fo  much  inferior  to  the  Britifh,  that  Gen. 
Greene  could  not  rifK  an  aftion.  He  therefore  called  a 
council  of  war,  and  by  their  advice,  a  retreat  into  Vir- 
ginia without  hazarding  an  action  was  finally  refolved  upon, 
A  light  army  was  formed  of  about  feven  hundred  of  the 
American  troops,  who  were  directed  to  manoeuvre  in  front 
of  the  Britiin  line  of  march,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  army  with 
the  bsggnge,  proceeded  by  the  nearefc  route  to  Boyd's  ferry, 
on  the  river  Dan,  where  on  the  fourteenth  of  February  they 
ivere  paffed  over  with  eafe.  But  the  American  light  army, 
which  was  the  lad  in  croffing,  was  fo  clofcly  purfued,  that 
the  van  of  the  Britifh  jafl  arrived  on  the  oppofite  banks 
as  the  rear  of  the  Americans  had  croiTed.  The  hardfhips  and 
difficulties  which  the  royal  arm.y  had  undergone,  for  want 
o\  their  tents  and  baggage,  in  this  long  and  rapid  purfuit, 
through  a  wild  and  unfettled  country,  were  exceeded  by  the 
mortiiication  that  all  their  toils  were  to  no  purpofe. 

The  American  army  being  thus  driven  cut  of  North-Caro- 
lina, Lord  Cornwallis  returned  from  the  banks  of  the  Dan  to 
PlillfDorough.  On  his  arrival  there,  he  ere^ed  the  King's 
{iand.*-rd,  and  invited  by  proclamation  ail  loyal  fubjsfts  to 
repair  to  it,  and  take  an  a6tive  part  in  aflifting  him  to  re- 
ilore  order  and  conftiiutionel  government.  Soon  after  th^ 
Kmg'a  ilandard  was  erefted  at  Hiiifborough.  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  inhabitants  were  preparing  to  affemble,  whcu 
Gen.  Greene,  alarmed  with  the  intelligence  of  their  moti- 
ons, and  the  prefumed  effeft  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  procla- 
laaiiur^  und  being  abi^ut  the  faa)«  titnc  reinforced"  with  iJx 


>44  JH£'   AML:.CAN   WA^, 

hundred  Virginia  militia,  under  General  Stevens,  took  th§f 
rerolution  of  again  croIFmg  the  Dan,  and  re-entering  North- 
Carolina,  This  was  done  by  the  light  troops  under  Col. 
Lee,  and  thefe  on  the  next  day  were  followed  by  General 
Greene  with  the  reflof  the  arrny.  Upon  the  branches  of  Haw 
river  a  number  of  loyaiiirs  having  aiTembkd,  and  Col.  Tarle- 
ton  being  detached  towards  that  part  of  the  country  to  en- 
courage the  infurredion  pf  the  loyali^s,  the  American  CoU- 
Lee  haftened  with  his  legion  towards  the  fame  quarter,  in 
order  to  coupteract  Tarleton's  operaiions.  About  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  thefe  loyqlift?  affqrpbled^and  on  the  twen- 
ty-fifth of  February  were  proceeding  lo  Tarleton's  encamp- 
ment, v/hea  they  were  iDct  in  a  lane  by  Lee  with  his  legion. 
The  loyalifts  miilook  them  for  tine  royal  detachment  fent  for 
their  fupport,  and  allowed  thcnilelves  to  be  furroun4ed  be- 
fore they  difcovered  iheir  error.  The  Americans  cut  then* 
4own  as  they  were  crying  out  "  God  fave  the  king."  They 
were  confider^d  by  the  Americans  as  being  covvfards,  who 
not  only  w^nte4  f^piri^^  ^^  defend  their  conftitvition^l  rights, 
but  who  unnaturally  co-cpersted  with  ftrangers  in  fixing  the 
chairjs  o,f  foifeign  dooiioatign  oq  their  country.  Many  of 
them  on  this  occa,fion  fuflercd.  t.h,e  extremity  of  military  ven- 
geance, '^arleton  waSk  jefrelliing  his  legion  about  a  mile 
from  this  fcene  of  daughter.  Upoa  hea.ring  the  alarin  he 
returned  to  HiHO^orough. 

After  this  event,  Lord  Cornwallis  thought  it  ejfpedlent  to 
retire  froim  liill^boroyghj  and  take  a  new  pofition  between 
Haw  and  Deep  rivers,,  fo  as  to  cover  the  country  in  his  rear. 
The  d,ereat  of  the  loyaliftSj  and  the  return  of  the  Americaa 
^rmy^  deluded  ail  his  fch,e.m.es.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  unfavorable  to  big  views  than  his  retreat  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  General  Greene's  army.  If  the  loyaiids  were  be- 
ifofe.  cautious  apd  llo\y,  they  now  becajne  tirpid  in  the  ex- 
U'Qine,  and  dreaded  taking  any  a&ive  meaiuie  y/hatioever  ia 
Ijjehalf  oithe  royal  governnaent. 

As  the  ^ritiili  army  retired,  the  American  advanced. 
It  was  Qep..  Qreeiie's  plan  not  to  ver^ture  ^ii  aftion,  but  t<^ 
]ieep  aliye  tjip  covirjag,e  of  i^iis  party,  to  deprefs  that  of  th^- 
IpyaliUs,  and  to  harrafs  the  foragers  si>d  detachments  of  tb.Q- 
BriiiQi,  till  reinforcements  fhould  arrive.  ,^Ie  took  poll  be- 
twqc^r>  Troublerpme  C^eck  arid  Reedy  Fork,  vvher.e  he  lay. 
ifyez>  days  vvitj:>in,  t^a  wiles  of  Cprnwaliis's  camp,  char^g^iwg 
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IriS  pofition  every  night,  in  order  to  avoid  the  poiTihility  of 
an  engagement.  The  American  light  troops  and  militia 
were  pofted  upon  the  branches  of  Reedy-Fork,  whilft  Gen« 
Greene  with  the  main  army  at  fome  diflance,  inclined  to- 
wards Guildford  Court-houfe.  In  this  pofition  Lord  Corn- 
walUs  intended  to  attack  the  light  troops  and  compel  them 
to  retire  to  a  greater  diflance  ;  which  at  the  fame  time  would 
offer  a  favourable  opportunity  for  attacking  Gen.  Greene  if 
he  fliould  move  to  their  affiflanc^.  On  the  fixth  of  March, 
Cornwallis  with  his  army  paiTed  Allowance  Creek,  and 
marched  towards  Reedy-Fork,  But  fortunately  the  Ameri- 
can light  troops  received  timely  information  of  the  march 
of  the  Britifh  army,  and  retired  acrofs  Reedy-Fork,  At 
Witzcll's  Mill  upon  that  Creek,  they  made  a  (land,  but  were 
foon  diflodged.  General  Greene,  however,  again  defeated 
Lord  Cornv/allis's  projeft  :  for  he  did  not  march  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  his  light  troops,  but  retreated  over  the  Haw,  in  or- 
der to  preferve  his  communication  with  the  roads,  by  which 
he  expected  his  fupplics  and  reinforcements.  In  this  man- 
ner he  manoeuvred  for  three  weeks,  to  avoid  an  aftion  ;  but 
by  the  end  of  that  period,  he  was  joined  by  two  brigades  of 
jnilitia  from  North  Carolina,  under  Generals  Butler  and  Eat- 
on, and  one  from  Virginia  under  Gen.  Lawfon,  and  four 
hundred  regulars  raifed  for  eighteen  months.  He  had  alfo 
been  joined,  fince  his  laft  return  Into  North  Carolina,  by  the 
militia  from  the  frontiers  under  Colonels  Campbell  and 
PreRon. 

General  Greene,  whofe  army  now  confifted  of  about  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  men,  determined  no  longer  to  avoid 
an  engagement.  He  repaffed  the  Haw,  and  moving  forward 
to  Guildford  Court-houfe,  took  poft  within  twelve  miles  of 
the  Britifh  army.  Cornwallis,  convinced  by  thefe  move- 
ments that  Greene  would  no  longer  avoid  an  engagement, 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  giving  him  battle,  Accordingljr 
on  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth  of  March  he  fent  the  bag- 
gage to  BelPs  Mill  vipon  Deep  river  ;  and  at  dawn  the  next 
morning  put  his  army  in  motion  towards  Guildford  Court- 
houfe.  At  fome  diftance  from  Guildford  the  advanced 
guard  of  both  armies  met.  The  Britifh  advance  confiflcdof 
the  cavalry,  the  light  infantry  of  the  guards,  and  the  yagers, 
und«r  the  command  of  Col.  Tarleton  ;  that  of  the  4-nicri*. 
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cans' xvas  commanded  by  Col.  Lee,  and  was  cv->mpafed  dnitg 
l€;^ion,  with  lome  mountaineers  and  Virginia  militia.  A 
.{harp  confiift  enfued,  which  was  well  lupported  on  both 
fides.  Col.  Lee  behaved  wiib^reat  bravery,  and  maintain- 
erl  his  ground  with  hrmnefs,  until  the  twenty-third  regi- 
iftent  advafi»:ed  to  the  i'uppojrt  &f  TarlctOHy  v/hich  obliged 
the  x^£meri>Gans  to  retire. 

During  the  ikirmiOi  between  t^iC  advanced  guards, -Gen, 
-Greece  drew  up  his  arrTiv  on  commanding  ground,  in  order 
of  battle,  in  three  iines.  The  front  was  cempoied  of  the 
two  brigades  of  North-Carolina  militia,  which  wcr«  pofted 
behind  a  fence  in  the  ikirt  of  wood,  with  open  ground  in 
front  of  their  centre,  and  their  two  flanks  extending  into 
4he  woods.  Tlie  lecond  line  conf^fled  of  the  Virginia  mi- 
litia under  the  Generals  Stevens  and  Lawfon,  and  the  third 
of  two  brigades  of  continental  troops,  commanded  by  'Gen* 
Huger  and  Col.  Williams.  A  detachment  of  continental 
■iight-infantry,  a  legiment  of  riHemen,  and  a  detachment  of 
dragoons  under  Col.  Wafhington,  formed  a  corps  of  oblerva- 
tion  on  the  right  flank,  and  on  the  left  w^s  pofied  a  detach* 
ment  of  light-infantry,  a  <:orps  of  riSemehj  and  CoL  Lee, 
■with  his  ■legion. 

Dxiring  a  bri&  cannonade  in  front,  the  Sritifh  command- 
er made  his  difpofition  for  tive—stts^E^^.  The  feventy-hrft; 
regimentj  with  the  HefFian  regiment  of  Bofe^  led  by  Gen, 
Leflie,  and  theifivll  battalion  of  the  guards,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Norton,  formed  the  right  of  the  Britilii  line  :;  and 
the  twenty-third  and  thirty-third  regiments,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Webfter,  with  the  grenadier  and  fecond 
battalion  of  the  guards, -commanded  by  Brig,  Gen,  O'Hara-j 
formed  the  left.  The  yagers,  and  fome  light-infantry,  poll- 
ed on  the  left  of  the  artillery,  and  the  cavalry  in  column 
Ibehind  it  on  the  road,  formed  a  corps  of  obfervation.  Th-e 
British  advanced,  and  after  having  delivered  their  lirft  fire^ 
tapidly  charged  with  th^ir  bayonets.  The  front  line  of 
t^e  Americans  imm.ediately  gave  way,  and  retreated  behind 
their  fecond  line.  The  lecond  line  ftood  their  ground^ 
keeping  up  for  a  confuicrabic  time  a  galling  fire,  which  did 
great  execution.  At  length,  however,  they  were  compel- 
led to  retreat,  and  fell  back  upon  the  continentals.  The 
Britifti  line  being  io  much  extended  to  the  right  and  left, 
in  grder  to  {hov/  a  front   cc^uai  to  that  of  the   Ameri<i;aas> 
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li^s  bVolc^n  inlo  intervals  in  ths  puriuit  of  the  firfl  and  fs- 
«ond  American  lines.  Tbe'/j  however  moved  forward,  and 
Goloael  Stuart  with  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  guards, 
reaching  the  open-  ground  at  Gaildforti  Couri-hcule,  im- 
xnediatelv  attacked  a  body  of  continentals  that  was  formed 
,©n  the  left  of  the  road,  which  they  routed  ;  but  purfuing 
them  towards  the  wood  ici  their  rear,  were  thrown  luto 
confuiion  by  a  heavy,  h re  received  from  anoiher  body  or 
eontinenuk,  arK3j. being  inftantly  charged  by  Wafhington'S 
dragoons,  were  driven  bacb  with  great  daughter.  Bat  the 
%vhole  of  the  Britifii  line  emerging  from  the  woods  on  th« 
right-and  left,  and  the 'An-ierican  left  flank  being  turned,  a 
general -retreat  took' placCj  which  was  conducted  with  or- 
der and  regularity.^  They  retired  ao  farther  than  over 
Reedy  Fork,  a  diftance  of  about  three  miles,  where  Gen. 
Greens  hshed  till,  he  had  coUeJred  moft  of  the  ftragglcrs, 
and  then  retreated  to  Speedwell's  iron- works,  on  Trouble^ 
iorne  Creek,  ten  miles  diii^nt  from  Gtiiidiord,^ 

The-  lofs'-of  the  Americana  in  tliis  a^iion  did  not  exceed 
four  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded,.  They  alio  loft  four 
pieces  of  artillery  and  two  ammunition  waggons.  Among 
the  killed,, was  Major  Anderlon  of  the  Maryland  line,  and 
the  Generals  Huger  and  Sievens  were  am.ong  the  \younded. 
The  whole-  lofs  of  the  BritifiT,  according,  to  their  ofhcial 
returns,  amounted  to  hve  hundred  and  thiity-tvvo,  in  killed, 
wounded  and  milhn;:^  Tiie  guards  loPi:.  Colonel  Stuart,  and 
among  their  wounded  were  Brigadier  Generals  O'Hara  and 
Howard  ;-.  and  Colonel*  Tatkton  and  Webfter,  The  latter, 
an  officer  of  dirt;nguiU>ed  meiito-diedofhis  v/oundsj.to  the 
areat  regret  of-  the  whole  royaLarmy.. 

The  lofs^ofthe  Sritilh- was- fuch,.  that  Lord  Cornwalli* 
could  neither  give  immediate  parluit,  nor  follow  the  blow 
the  day  after  thd  a6;lon,-  The  Britiih  army  behdes,  was 
glmoil-  deftitute  of  provihcnSj- and  although  th^y-  v/ere  the 
€on3.uerors,- a  retreat  fer  them  became  necelLry,.  and  the 
Americans  had  all- the  good- oonfequences  of  a  vi^lory.  A- 
bout  feventy>  of  the  wounded,. not  in  a  condition  to  travel, 
were  left  at  the  Quaker's  Meeting,-houfe,-  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  flag  of  truc-e  ;  and  on  the  third  day  after  ths; 
atlion.  Lord  Cornwallis  put  his  army  in  motion  to  reiire 
towards  Crols  Creek  j.but  before  he  began  his  m.irch,  hq; 
tJiought  propci  to  lilue  a  procbmaiion,  IctUD^  forth  his  couv. 
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plete  viftory,  and  calling  on  all  loyal  lubje£ls  to  lland 
forth,' and  take  an  aftive  part  in  reftoring  order  and  good 
goverment,  and  offering  a  pardon  and  prote6lion  to  all  re- 
bels, murderers  excepted,  who  would  fu^rrender  themfelves 
on  or  before  the  2ath  of  April. 

Previous  to  the  march  of  the  Britifli  army  into  Northw 
Carolina,  a  defBchrsent  from  Charlefton  was  fent  round  by 
water  under  the  commandof  Major  Craig,  who  took  poffefTicn. 
of  Wilmington  in  North- Carolina,  a  poft  with  which  Lord 
Cornwallis  in  his  progrefs  to  th«  North-ward  intended  t» 
©pen  a  communication,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  fupplies*. 
BtJt  he  diffcance,  the  narrownefs  of  Cape  Fear  river,  the 
commanding  elevation  of  its  banks,  and  the  hoftile  fentiments 
of  the  inhabitants  on  each  fide  of  it  forbade  the  attempt^ 
The  deftitute  condition  of  the  Brttifh  army,  now  made  ft 
BeceiTary  to  move  towards  that  quarter,  from  whence  fup* 
plies  could  be  obtained.  As  Wilmingtoa  lies  near  the  mouth 
of  Cape  Fear  river,  and  the  fettkment  of  Crofs-creek,  lying 
upon  a  branch  of  the  feme  river,  about  one  hundred  miles 
higher  up  the  coun^ry,  Lord  Cornwallis  hoped,  that  by 
Jnarchirig  to  that  place,  his  army  would  be  plentifully  fur- 
nifhed  with  proviftons.  But  upon  his  arrival  at  Crofs-creek^ 
lie  found  himfelf  difappoiiited  in  all  his  expe£lations,  provi- 
fion  being  extremely  fcarce,  and  the  opening  of  a  communi- 
cation with  Wilmington  imprasE^icable.  Cornwallis  there*- 
fore  proceeded  witb  his  army  toWilmington^  where  thejr 
arrived  on  the  feventh  of  April. 

As  foon  as  General  Greene  received  information  of  the 
movements  of  CornwalliSy  he  put  his  army  in  motion  to  fol- 
low him.  Having  no  means  of  providing  for  the  wounded^ 
he  wrote  a  tetter  to  the  neighboring  inhabitants  of  the 
Quaker  perfuafion,  in  which  he  urged  them  to  take  care  of 
the  wounded  of  his  own,  and  the  Britifh  forces  :  It  had  the 
defired  efFe£^,  and  the  Quakers  fupplied  the  hofpitals  with 
every  comfort  in  their  power.  The  Americans  purfued 
Cornwallis  as  far  as  Ramfay's  mill  on  Deep  river,  where 
they  defided  from  following  him  any  farther.  Gen,  Greene 
jefolved  to  return  to  South-Carolina,  and  re-commence  of- 
fenfive  military  operations,  in  preference  to  purfuing  Corn- 
wallis. While  the  two  armies  were  in  North-Carolina, 
thofe  diflinguifhed  partizans,  Sumpter  and  Marion,  though 
furroundcd   with  enemies,    had  kept  the    fieM,      Having 
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mounted  their  followers,  their  motions  were  rapid,  and  their 
attacks  unexpefted.  They  intercepted  the  Britifh  convoya 
of  provifions,  infefled  their  out-po^,  beat  up  their  quarters, 
and  harraffed  their  detachments  with  fuch  frequent  alarms, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  be  always  on  their  guard. 

General  Sumpter,  who  had  urged  Gen.  Greene  to  returni 
to  the  fouthern  extreme  of  the  confederacy,  was  about  this 
time  authorifed  to  raife  a  ftate  brigade  for  eighteen  months. 
He  had  alfo  prepared  the  militia  to  co-operate  with  the  re- 
turning army  of  General  Greene.  The  Britifh  had  ereft- 
ed  a  chain  of  pofts  from  the  capitalof  South-Carolina  to  th« 
extreme  diftrifts  of  the  ftate,  which  had  regular  communi- 
cations with  each  other.  Previous  to  his  fetting  out  on  his 
march  for  Carolina,  General  Greene  fent  orders  to  General 
Pickens,  to  prevent  fupplies  from  going  to  the  Britifh  garri- 
fons  at  Ninety-Six  and  Augufta  ;  and  alfo  detached  Col. 
Lee  to  advance  before  the  continental  troops.  The  latter 
within  eight  days  penetrated  through  the  intermediate 
country  to  General  Marion's  quarters  upon  the  Santee,  and 
the  main  army  under  Greene,  in  the  mean  time,  had  alfo  en- 
tered South-Carolina,  and  made  its  appearance  before  Cam- 
den. 

Lord  Cornwallis  receiving  information  of  Gen.  Greene's 
march,  determined  to  take  advantage  of  the  abfence  of  that 
General  from  North  Carolina,  to  march  through  that  pro- 
vince into  Virginia,  and  form  a  junftion  with  the  corps  that 
had  been  afting  there  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  nrft 
under  Gen.  Arnold,  and  afterwards  under  Gen.  Philips,  iit 
order  to  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  Britifh  operations 
an  North-Carolina.  Cornwallis  thought  that  this  movement 
might  have  a  tendency  to  draw  Gen.  Greene  back  to  the 
Korthwerd.  Accordingly  he  began  his  march  from  Wil- 
mington on  the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  after  having  there 
remained  eighteen  days.  He  was  not  joined  by  the  loyalifls, 
and  thus  his  viftory  at  Guildford  had  all  the  efFetls  of  a  de- 
cifive  defeat. 

While  General  Greene  w?.s  on  his  march  againft  Camden; 
fori  Watfon,  which  lay  between  Camden  and  Charlefton, 
was  inverted  by  Gen.  Marion  and  Col.  Lee.  After  having 
erefted  a  work  which  commanded  the  fort,  from  which  they 
fired  into  it  with  great  execution,  the  garrifon,  confiding  of 
•n«  hundred  and  fourteen  men,  furrcndercd  by  capitulation* 
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The  Britifh  garrifon  at  Camden,  under    Lord    Rafwdon,  at'- 
Braounted  to  above    nine  hundred  men,   and    Gen.    Greene's* 
forces  confided  of  nine  hundred  and.  thirty  continental    fol- 
diers,  and  about  three  hundred  North-Cai^olina  militia..    This^ 
force  was  infufEcient  for  ftorming  the  Britifn  works,  or  even 
regularly  invefting  them*     Gen.  Greene  after  various  chan- 
ges of  pofition,  at  length  retired  to  Hi^bkirk's  hill,  about  two 
allies  from  the  Britiih   lines,  in  expe£tation    of  alluring   the 
garriion    out  of  their  lines*     Lord  Rav/don  having  received 
information,  that  Gen.  Greene  had  detached  part   of  his  mi- 
litia to  bring  up  his    heavy  baggage  and   eannony    whicli    for 
feme  caufe  or  other,  had  been  lent  oS^  iome  days  before,  con- 
ceived  this  the  proper  time  for  an  attack..     Accordingly  in 
the   morning    of  the   twenty -fifth  of  Apvil,  he  marched  out^ 
with  all  his  forces,  and    by  making  a  circuit  under    cover  of 
the   woods,  gained  Greene's   left  flank,  undiicovered.     The 
Americans    met    the   attack   with   great    relolution.       Their 
front  confifted  of  Continentals,  withthe  Virginia  brigade  on 
the  right,  and  the  Maryland  brigade  on  the  kft,."l'heir  artll-- 
lery  arrived  ju.ft  as  the  a£lion  began,,  arwi  was  placed  in  the  cen- 
tre.    Their    fecond  line  was  formed   wholly  of  militia.     Ths 
narrow   front    which   the  Britifh    prefented,  induced   Gen<^. 
Greene  to  make   an   alteration  in  his    frrfl  difpofition,  with  a- 
■view  of  hemming  them  in  on  every  fide.  He  ordered  the  right 
•f  the  Virginia  and  the  left  of  the  Maryland  brigades  to    take 
the  Britifti  troops  in  fiank,   whilft  the    remainder   of   thefe^ 
4wo   brigades    marched    down    the    hill  to    attack    them    in 
front.     Colonel  Wafhington   was  detached  with  the  Gav^ihy 
to   fall  upon    their   rear.       Lord    Rawdon,   by  quickly    ex- 
tending   his  front,  repuifed  thofe    who  defcended  the  hill, 
efter    a    brave     rcliftance.        They     were    purlued   by    the 
^ritifli  troops,  and  Lord  Rawdon  thereby  gaining  the  fummit 
of  the  eminence,  was   enabled  to   bring  the  remainder  of  hi&- 
force  into  a£lion,  and  at  length  put  to  route  the  whole  of  the 
A-merican   force.     Greene  however,  retreated  with  Inch  or- 
der, that  moll  of  his  wounded,  and  all  his  artillery  were  car- 
ried off.  He  encamped  again  at  Rugcley's  mills,  about  twelve 
miles  from  the  field  of  a6iioa.     The  Britiih  retired  to  Cam- 
den,    Their  lols,  including   the    wounded   and   miffing,    a- 
mounled  to    two  hundred   and   fifty  eight.     The  lofs  of  the 
Americans  in  killed,  wounded  «md  mifiiiig,  artioiuited  lo  tww 
kundred  and  ^xiy-iwo» 
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Bv  tlie  arrival  of  Colonel  Watfnn,  M-ith  five  hundred  mea 
froni  the  Pedee,  which  replaced  the  lofs  of  men  fuftained  ia 
the  action,  Lord  Rawdon  ^ound  hlirifelf  again  in  a  fituatioa 
for  r.ftmg.  The  vidory  at  Hohkirk's  hill,  like  that  of  Gail- 
ford  Court  houie,  had  produced  no  confequences  beneficial 
to  the  B)  itifti  intereft.  The  general  difaffedion  of  the  coun^ 
try  wa&encreaftng  ;  and  the  American  partizans  were  mors 
a^livc  than  ever  in  their  enterprifes  to  interrupt  the  comtnu* 
nication  between  Cam-den  and  Charlefton»  To  abandon 
Cimden,  therefore,  became  unavoidable  ;  but  Lord  Rawdonj^ 
before  he  evacuated  his  poft,  refolved  to  ftrike  a  blow  at 
General  G'-eene,  The  latter  had  palled  the  Wateree,  and 
encamped  behind  Twenty-five  mile-creek,  where  by  making 
a  circuit  Lord  Rawdon  thought  to  get  into  his  rear.  In  the 
night  fucceeding  the  day,  on  which  Col.  Watfon  arrived,^ 
Rawdon  marched  from  Camden  :  but  General  Greene  ha- 
ving received  intelligence  of  Watfon's  arrival,  and  conclud- 
ing that  Rawdon  thus  reinforced,  would  lofe  no  time  to 
^rike  at  him,  moved  to  a  greater  diftance,  and  took  a  pohti- 
tion  more  eafily  defended  :  Lord  Rawdon  followed  him 
thither,  and  after  having  driven  in  his  piquets,  thought  pro- 
per to  return  to  Camden,  without  making  any  farther  at- 
tempt. After  having  burnt  the  goal,  mills,  many  private 
houfes,  and  a  great  deal  of  his  own  baggage,  Lord  Rawdori 
evacuated  Camden  on  the  tenth  of  May,  and  proceeded  t*> 
Monk's  Corner,  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  Charleflon, 

In  the  evacuation  of  this  poft,  Lord  Rawdon  difcovered 
as  much  prudence,  as  he  had  ihewn  bravery  in  its  defence* 
After  the  fall  of 'Fort  Watfon,  the  chain  of  communication 
with  Charleflon  was  broken,  and  the  conveyance  of  provifi- 
ens  became  precarious.  Cut  off  from  all  communicatiot^ 
with  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  Britifli  would  have  hazarded  tlic 
capital  of  South  Carolina,  by  keeping  large  detachments  ia 
their  diftant  out-pofts.  They  therefore  determined  to  con- 
traft  their  limits  by  retiring  within  the  Santee, 

On  the  day  after  the  evacuation  of  Camden,  the  pofi:  at 
Orangeburg,  confiding  of  eighty  men,  furrendercd  to  General 
Su'npter,  and  on  the  day  following  fort  Motte,  fituated  oa 
the  South  fide  of  the  Congaree,  capitulated.  The  garriloa 
confifting  of  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  men.  furrendercd 
at  difcretion.  The  Britifh  poft  at  Neilion's  ferry  was  tlica 
♦vacuaied,  after  having  d^ftroyeii  a  great  part  of  their  ftcr^s* 
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On  the  day  following,  Fort  Granby,  garrifoned  by  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  furrendered  to  Col.  Lee.  General 
Marion,  tvith  a  party  of  Militia,  marched  about  the  fame 
time  to  Georgetown,  to  attack  the  Britifh  pofl:  at  that  place. 
After  having  worked  one  night  at  their  approaches,  the  gar- 
xifon  evacuated  their  works,  and  retired  to  Charlefton. 

Thus  the  Britifh,  within  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  loft  fix 
pofts,  and  abandoned  all  the  northern  and  north-eaftera 
parts  of  South-Carolina.  General  Greene  now  turned  his 
attention  to  the  weftern  frontier,  and  with  equal  facility 
hoped  to  reduce  the  Britifti  pofls  at  Augufta,  in  Georgia,  and 
Ninety-fix  in  South- Carolina,  Immediately  after  Lee's 
fuccefs  at  Fort  Granby,  he,  with  his  legion  was  detached 
to  join  Colonel  Pikens,  and  lay  fiege  tt)  Augufta,  whilfl: 
General  Greene  with  the  main  army,  marched  to  invcft 
Ninety-fix.  A  detachment  from  Lee*s  legion  fpeedilvr 
reduced  Fort  Golphin,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Sa- 
Vannah,  fome  miles  below  Augufta.  After  this  the  two 
commanders  advanced  with  their  whole  force  againft  fort 
Cornwallis  at  Augufta,  Two  batteries  were  ercfted  with- 
in thirty  yards  of  the  parapet,  which  overlooked  the 
fort.  From  thefe  eminences  the  Americari  riflemen  fired 
into  the  works  with  fuccefs.  At  length  the  fort  with  about 
three  hundred  men  furrendered  on  honorable  terms  of  capi- 
tulation. The  Americans  during  the  fiege  had  about  forty 
men  killed  and  wounded. 

While  operations  were  carrying  on  againft  the  fmall  pofts. 
General  Greene  had  laid  fiege  to  Ninety-Six  ;  in  which  Col. 
Cruger  with  his  detachment,  was  advantageoufly  pofted, 
Ninety-Six  took  its  name  from  being  that  number  of  miles 
diftant  from  the  town  of  Kecowee,  in  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try ;  and,  like  other  villages  on  the  frontiers,  was  originally 
furrounded  with  a  ftockade,  for  the  protedion  of  the  inha- 
bitants againft  any  fudden  attack  from  the  Indians.  In 
the  year  1780,  after  it  came  into  the  poffelhon  of  the  Bri- 
tifh troops,  fome  other  works  were  added  ;  the  principle 
of  which,  was  on  the  right  of  the  village,  in  the  form  of  a 
ftar.  It  had  fixteen  falient  and  re-entering  angles,  with  a 
ditch,  fralfe,  and  abbatis.  Block-houfes  were  alfo  ercfted 
in  the  village,  traverfes  made  for  the  (ecurity  of  the  troops, 
and  covered  communications  between  different  parts  of  the 
works.     But  fgr  the  defence  of  all  thefe  works,  the  Bntifli 
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liat!  only  three  pieces  of  artillery.  The  g^rrifon  confifted 
of  about  fii^e  hundred  and  fifty  men,  among  whom  were 
two  hundred  loyal  militia. 

On  the  twenty-hril  of  May,  the  advance  of  the  Ame- 
rican army  appeared  in  light  of  the  works.  In  the  evcni  .5 
of  the  fame  day,  General  Greene  encamped  his  whole  arniy 
in  a  wood  wnthin  cannon-fhot  of  the  village  ;  and  in  the 
r.ight  two  works  were  thrown  u.'^  within  feventy  paces  of 
the  fortifications.  On  the  following  morning,  under  cover 
of  an  incefiTant  fire  from  the  three  pieces  of  artillery  that 
were  placed  in  one  of  the  lalient  angles  of  the  tort,  a  partv 
fallied,  and  drove  the  advance  of  the  befiegers  from  their 
works  ;  which  they  demolifiied  before  Greene  could  give 
any  affiilance. 

The  next  night  the  Americans  again  broke  ground,  and 
crefted  two  ilrong  batteries  at  the  diftance  of  four  hundred 
yards.  They  worked  fo  expeditioufiy,  that  they  had  com- 
pleted their  fecond  parallel  by  the  third  of  June,  An  hea- 
vy  crofs  fire  now  commenced  which  enfiladed  feveral  of 
the  works.  The  befiegers  alfo  pufhed  on  a  fap  again  ft  the 
ftar,  and  continued  to  advance  their  batteries  ;  one  of  which 
was  erefted  within  forty  yards  of  the  abbatis,  an4  raifed 
forty  feet  high  ;  Riflemen  polled  upon  the  top  of  it,  did 
fuch  execution,  that  the  guns  of  the  ftar  were  unmanned 
during  the  day,  and  ufed  only  in  the  night.  A  mine  and 
two  trenches  were  fo  far  extended  as  to  be  within  fix  feet 
of  the  ditch.  The  fufferings  of  the  garrifon  by  this  time 
had  alfo  been  augmented  by  the  want  of  water,  and  the  de- 
fence of  the  place  could  not  be  much  longer  protraftcd. 
But  at  that  interefting  moment,  an  American  loyalift,  in 
open  day,  under  the  fire  of  the  Americans,  having  rode 
through  their  piquets  and  reached  the  fort,  conveyed  to  the 
Britiih  commander  a  verbal  mefi'age  from  Lord  Rawdon 
that  he  was  near  at  hand  with  about  two  thoufand  men  for 
their  relief. 

On  the  third  of  June,  three  regiments  from  Ireland  had 
arrived  at  Charlefton,  which  enabled  Lord  Rawdon,  on  the 
feventh  of  June,  to  march  for  the  relief  of  Ninety-Six, 
His  whole  force  amounted  to  about  eighteen  hundred  in- 
fantry, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry.     General  Grean* 
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having  regular  intelligence  of  Lork  Raudon's  movements, 
arid  finding  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  reduce  Ninety- 
Six  by  regular  approaches  before  his  arrival,  had  no  t^lterna- 
tT\''e  but  to  raiie  the  fiege,  or  attempt  an  aiTaalc.  In  the 
iHorning  of  the  eighteenth  of  June,  the  Americans  com- 
menced a  heavy  cannonade  from  ail  their  batteries  ;  and  at 
noon  two  parties  advanced  under  cover  of  the  trenches,  and 
made  lodgments  in  the  ditMi.  Oiher  parties  followed  with 
hooks  to  reduce  the  parapet,  and  the  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land brigades,  fired  by  platoons  from  the  lines  of  the  third 
parallel.  But  a  vigorous  lally  from  the  fort  put  a  flop  to 
the  operations  of  the  sffailants  ;  and  General  Greene  on  the 
following  day  raifed  the  fiege.  His  Icis  in  the  aflault  and 
previous  confiifts,  was  one  hundred  and  fixty-fix  men.  That 
of  the  garrifon  amounted  to  eighty-five,  killed  and  wound- 
ed. General  Greene,  with  his  army  on  the  twentieth,  crciT- 
cd  the  Saluda,  and  on  the  day  following,  Lord  Ftav/don  ar- 
rived at  Ninety-Six.  He  purfued  tlie  retreating  army  as  far 
as  the  banks  of  the  Enoree  without  overtaking  themj  and 
then  returned  towards  Ninety-Six. 

The  fituation  of  the  American  army  was  at  that  tinr.e  truly 
diftrefllng.  After  having  iii^le  themfelves  nearly  ma(le^s  of 
the  whole  country,  they  were  compelled  to  conlult  their 
iafety  by  retreating  to  its  rernoleil  extremity.  But  General 
Greene,  whole  mind  was  above  dcfpair,  adopted  iuch  mca- 
iures  as  would  enable  him  foon  to  repair  the  loft  advantages. 
The  pofh  of  Ninety-Six,  being  v/ithout  the  limits  to  which 
the  Britifli  commanders,  from  recent  events,  were  obliged 
to  confine  their  defence.  Lord  Rawdon  determined  imme- 
diately to  evacuate  it.  Leavi^ig  Colonel  Cruger  with  more 
than  half  his  force,  with  orders  to  elcort  the  loyalifls  as  foou 
as  they  fhould  be  ready  to  move  ;  he,  with  eight  hundred 
infantry,  and  fixty  cavalry,  marched  towards  the  Congaree, 
General  Greene  no  fooner  heard  that  the  Britifli  foice  was 
divided,  than  he  returned,  with  a  view  of  interrupting 
Lord  Rawdon's  operations  on  the  Congaree,  One  of  liie 
Britiflr  foraging  parlies  was  lurpriieu  by  Lee's  legion,  and 
about  fony  cavalry  were  made  priiont:rs.  The  appearance 
of  the  American  light  troops  in  that  <^uartcr  of  the  country 
foon  convinced  Lord  Rawdon  that  General  Greene's  army 
was    at  no   great  diHancc,      Surpiized  at  this  unexpettcsl 
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Ipovement  of  his  lately  retreating  foe,  the  Britidi  command- 
er retired  from  the  Conga ree  and  marched  to  Orangeburgh, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Colonel  Stuart,  with  the  third  regi- 
•lerit,  from   Charlefton. 

General  Greene  in  his  turn  purfued  the  Britifh,  and  ad- 
vanced within  five  miles  of  their  encampment  ;  but  finding 
it  too  hazardous  to  attack  Rav/don  in  his  advantageous  pofi- 
tion,  be  retired  to'vards  the  Congaree.  During  this  time. 
Colonel  Cruger  evacuated  Ninety-Six,  which  he  had  gal- 
lantly defended,  condutled  the  loyal  inhabitants  within 
the  BritiHi  pofls,  and  then  marched  to'vards  Orangeburgh  to 
join  Lord  Rawdon,  In  order  to  induce  the  Britifh  to  leave 
Orangeburgh,  Sumpter,  Lee,  and  Marion,  with  their  ref- 
petlive  corps,  were  delacherl  by  different  routes  to  the  low- 
er part  of  the  country,  ^vliere  they  commenced  feparate 
and  fuccefsful  attacks  on  convoys  and  detachments  in  ths~ 
vicini'v  of  Charlefton  ;  but  failed  in  an  attempt  upon  the 
Britifh  pofb  c.t  Monk's  Corner.  General  Greene  with  his 
armv,  retired  to  the  high  hills  of  Santee  •  where  he  Vv^as 
foon  after  joined  by  the  different  corps  under  Lee,  Sump- 
ter  and  Mirion.  Lord  Rawdon,  on  account  of  his  ill  healrh, 
embarked  for  Europe,  and  the  command  of  theBrilifn  troops 
•devolved  on  colone.  Stu:u-t, 

The  iimit-s  oi  the  Brililli  poire-Tlons  in  that  quarter,  being; 
now^  confined  within  the  three  great  rivers  S^ntec,  Conga- 
ree, and  E  iiflo,  Colonel  Smart  conceived  hinifelF  able  to 
held  all  that  fertile  country,  which  is  in  a  great  meafure 
enclofed  by  thefe  rivor:].  Lie  therefore  moved  forward,, 
and  encamped  near  the  junction  cF  the  Wateree  aud  Con- 
garee. Gcn:;ral  Qreene,  having  been  reinforced  by  a  bri- 
gade of  continental  troops  from  North^Caroiina,  now  con- 
eluded  to  aft  offenfively.  On  the  twenty  fecond  of  Auault^. 
he  left  the  high  hills  of  Santee,  and  croiud  the  Wateree 
near  Camden.  He  then  directed  his  march  to  Friday's  Fcr-r 
ry  on  the  Congaree,  where  he  v»'as  joined  by  General  Pick- 
tns  v.-;th  the  militia  of  Ninetv-Six,  and  bv  a  corps  frora- 
South- Carolina  under  Colonel  Henderfon.  On  his  approach- 
tne  BritlTn  reii  back  to  the  Eutaw  S-rings,  about  forty" 
miles  from  the  Congaree.  General  Greene,  continued  to 
advance  towards  Eutaw,  and  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the 
eighth  of  September,  being  tkft  about  i"e-^en  miles  from  Eu-.- 
tiiWj  it€  p-ut  his  whole  fores  in  mouon  to  m-jke  his  prcjc:i6lecf- 
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attack.  As  the  Americans  advanced,  they  met  tw©  parhe 
of  the  BritiCb  who  fell  an  eafy  prey  to  them.  A  few  ftrag- 
giing  horfemen  that  elcaped,  apprized  the  Britifh  command- 
er ot  Greene's  approach.  The  BritiCi  army  was  then  hafti- 
ly  drawn  up  acrols  the  road  on  the  heights  near  the  Eutavr 
Springs.  The  Americans^  advancing  in  two  lines,  attacked 
with  great  impc-uofity,  and  rufliing  on  in  good  order  thro* 
t  heiivy  cannonade  and  a  fhower  of  mufeetry,  the  centre 
and  left  of  the  Britifh  gave  way,  after  a  fcvere  (laughter. 
The  fuccefs  on  the  right  was  various,  and  the  artillery  (\n 
both  fides  was  feveral  times  taken  and  retaken.  But  the 
Britifh  on  their  retreat  took  pofl  in  a  (Irong  brick-houfe, 
and  in  a  piqueted  garden  upon  the  right  of  the  road  ;  in 
which  poficion  they  renewed  the  action,  and  efrc£lually  (lop- 
ped the  piogrefs  of  the  Americans.  The  latter  brought  up 
f(.ur  iix  pounders  to  batter  the  houfe  :  but  the  fire  from 
within,  continued  to  be  fo  well  fupported,  that  the  Ameri- 
can artillery  became  ufelefs,  and  mod  of  the  officers  and 
mt-n  that  were  attached  to  it,  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed. The  left  wing  of  the  BritiOi  having  in  the  mean  tim© 
recovered  from  its  confufion,  and  again  formed  the  line,, 
the  Americans  weie  at  la  (I  obliged  to  retire,  leaving  two 
of  the  four  pieces  of  cannon  that  had  been  brought  up 
againft  the  houfe.  They  retreated  to  the  nearefl  water  in 
their  rear.  In  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  Colonel  Stu- 
art left  feventy  of  his  wounded  men,  and  a  thoufand  (land 
cf  arms,  and  retired  to  Monk's  Corner.  The  American  com- 
jnander  again  advanced  to  the  ground  left  by  the  Britifli 
troops,  but  foon  afterwards  retreated  to  his  former  encamp- 
ment on   the  high  hills  of  Santee. 

The  whole  lofs  of  the  Americans  in  this  aftion  may  be 
eflimatcd  at  about  feven  hundred  men  ;  including  fixty 
commifTioned  officers,  of  whom  feventeen  were  killed,  and 
forty-three  wounded.  About  fixty  were  taken  priloners, 
and  amongfk  them  Colonel  WaHiington,  who  commanded 
the  American  relerve.  The  lofs  of  the  Britiih  army,  inclu- 
five  of  five  hundred  priloners,  was  upwards  of  eleven  hun- 
dred men. 

This  was  the  lafl  a£lion  of  any  confequcnce,  that  hap- 
pened in  South-Carolina  between  the  Am.erican  and  Britifh 
troops.     General  Greene  in  the  courie  of  the  campaign  had 
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^?er)  (Ir'vcn  from  South-Carolina  into  Virginia,  Was  after- 
"U'^>rds  w.irFted  in  ruo  general  engagements,  and  finally  obli- 
ged to  r.iiie  the  ficgs  of  Ninety- Six  ;  yet,  through  his  o-.va 
firmneis  and  oevicverance,  heat  lad  lucceeded  in  the  maia 
cbjc6t  of  the  campain.  Gloomy  as  the  profpefts  were  at 
its  openiwg,  he  cu)ied  it  with  glory.  His  army,  compofed 
of  raw  troons,  unpaid,  and  in  v/ant  of  every  thing,  had  to 
Contend  with  veteran  T^ldiers,  fupplied  with  every  thing 
ttiat  the  we.ilth  of  Great-Britain,  or  the  plunder  of  Caroli- 
na could  pr<^cure.  Unde-r  ?11  thefe  diladvantages,  however, 
he  compelled  the  Briuili  to  retire  from  the  extremity  of 
the  ftate  and  h;;allv  to  confine  themfelves  to  Charleftoa 
Keck,  M\d   lome  pofts   in   its   neighborhood. 

It  hjs  already  been  mentioned  that  Lord  Cornwailis.  on 
the  twenty-hfth  of  April,  had  proceeded  on  his  march  from 
V.  ilmington  towards  Virginia.  Though  this  General  was 
very  apprehenfive  of  danger  from  any  operations  of  Gene- 
ral Greene  in  South-Carolina,  yet  he  hoped  either  that  Lord 
Ravvdon  would  be  able  to  ftand  his  ground,  or  in  the  mod 
unfavorable  event,  that  by  the  conqueil  of  Virginia,  the 
recovery  of  South-Car(dina  would  be  at  any  time  praftica- 
ble.  The  B:itiPn  on  their  march  from  Wilmington  to  Hali- 
fax, on  the  banks  of  the  R.oancke,  m.et  with  fcarcely  any 
inter;  upiion.  On  their  arriv'al  there,  they  defeated  feveral 
parties  of  the  Americans,  and  took  (ome  ftores,  v/itli  very 
little  lois  on  either  fide.  Lord  Cornwailis  having  detach- 
ed Colonel  Tarlcton  with  the  cavalry,  and  the  fords  on  the 
Kollowav,  and  the  Meherrin,  being  guarded  by  the  Queen's 
rangers  from  Arnold's  army,  theie  rivers  were  fucceirivety 
croiTed  by  the  Royal  army,  and  a  junftion  of  the  two  sr- 
naes  took  place  at  Pcterfburg  on    the  twentieth  of  May. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had 
been  detached  enrlv  in  the  year  to  Virginia,  in  order  toco- 
operate  with  the  French  fleet  in  capturing  Arnold  and  his 
whole  detachment  ;  and  that  this  plan  was  defented  by  (he 
backwardneis  of  the  French,  and  the  good  condu6l  of  the 
BiitiPn  Admiral.  Af'er  this,  the  Marquis  marched  back  as 
far  as  the  head  of  Elk.  But  the  Britifh  having  become 
more  formidable  by  the  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  under 
the  command  of  General  Philips,  he  received  an  order  to 
reium  to  Virgiaia  lo  cppofe   the  Britifh   forces.     So  great 
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Irowever,  was  the  fuperiority  of  the  Briiuti  forces,  thaf. 
the  Marquis    could    not  undertake  any  offcnrivc  operations. 

After  the  junftion  of  the  two  Britifli  armies  at  Peteriburg, 
Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  afi'amed  the  command  of  the 
"S'vhole,  liid  endeavored  to  Ri  ike  a  blovv  at  the  Marquis  ; 
who  then  was  encamped  between  Richmond  and  Wihon. 
He  marched  from  Peterfburg  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  May, 
snd  crcffed  James  River  at  Weftover,  about  thirty  miles  be- 
low Favette's  encampment.  But  the  force  under  Fayette, 
being  much  inferior  to  that  which  v/as  oppokd  to  him,  he 
quitted  the  vicinity  of  P.ichmond.and  as  Toon  as  he  heard  that 
Corntvaliis  had  eroded  James  River,  he  letireJ  towards  tbs 
back  countr'/,  inclining  his  route  to  the  northvv'ard,  that  he 
might  DP  in  rersdinefs  to  form  a  jrinetion  with  General 
Wavne,  who  was  then  on  his  march  through  Maryland,  to 
jeinforce  him  with  ei^ht  hundred  men  of  the  Penufylvania 
Tm^.  The  Britifh  army  for  fome  time  followed  the  rcuLC 
taken  by  the  Americans  ;  but  the  Marquis  de  la  F'ayette, 
young  as  he  was,  afted  fo  cautioufly  on  the  defenfive,  and 
made  fojudicious  a  choice  cf  polls,  as  to  prev.-nt;  any  advan- 
tage being  taken  of  his  weaknefs.  Pie  efletted  a  juntlion 
at  Racoonford  with  General  Wayne. 

Lord  Cornwallis  foiled  in  his  defign  of  preventinjr  this 
junction,  now  direfted  his  attention  to  other  ohjccLs.  The  one 
ivas  to  break  up  the  fellion  of  the  General  AiTemblv.  then 
met  under  a  guard  at  Charlotteville,  and  the  other  was  to 
deftroy  the  American  ftores  at  the  point  of  Fork,  [o  called, 
from  being  the  point  of  land  that  intervenes  at  the  conflux 
ei  thti  two  great  branches  of  James  River,  the  Fluvanna  and 
Revanna.  The  firll  expedition  was  committed  to  Colonel 
Tarleton,  who  fucceeded  ib  far  as  to  dilperie  the  Alfemblv,. 
capture  fcven  of  its  members,  and  to  delbov  a  great  quanti- 
ty of  ffores,  at  and  near  Charlotteville.  The  execution  oF 
the  fccond  was  entruTced  to  Colonel  Sinicue,  n  ho,  at  the 
head  of  about  500  men,  matched  10  the  Point  of  Fork.  But 
upon  his  arrival  there,  he  found  that  not  uniy  the  ft;>res,- 
but  the  M'hoie  force  under  the  commmd  of  Baron  Steuben^ 
had  paiTed  the  river.  As  both  the  American  ftores  and 
troops  were  now  oiit  of  his  reach,  Simcoe  miade  uie  of  a 
f?:ratagcm  which  was  partly  luccefsful.  Wi.th  a  view  of  im- 
preiiing  i.he  Baron    with  the  belief,  that   the  troops   no;v  at. 
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the  Point  or  Foik  were  the  advance  of  the  Britifh  army,  he 
diiijlayed  his  force  to  as  great  advantage  as  poirible,  upon 
the  heights  oppofite  to  the  B'.ron's  enc^mpmsnt.  In  the 
follo\\'ing  night  the  3.:!ron  moved  off,  leaving  a  great  part 
of  his  arms  ar.^d  (lores  on  tiie  bank  of  the  riveij  v/hich  fdi 
into  the  hands  of  the  Eritifh. 

While  the  junftion  of  Fayette's  and  Wayne's  armies  \V25 
furrnii;g,  the  main  army  of  the  Britifli  got  between  the 
American  armv  and  its  ftores.  which  had  been  removed 
from  Richmond  to  Albemarle  Old  Court-houie.  But  tlis 
Marquis,  recrolung  the  Rappahannock  river,  by  forced 
n^arches  got  wiihin  a  few  mhles  of  the  Britifh  armv,  when 
they  were  two  days  march  from  x'llbcmarle  Court-houfe  - 
and  by  opening  in  the  nigiiL  a  nearer  road,  which  had  beea 
long  diiufed;  fixed  himielf  the  next  day,  to  the  fuprife  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  between  the  Britifn  army  and  the  Ame- 
rican ftores.  Cornwallio,  finding  his  fchemes  ag;iinir  ths 
American  ftores  irultrated,  retreated  to  Wiliiamiburg.  Fay- 
ette followed  the  Britifh  army,  and  on  the  read  was  joined 
by  Baron  Steuben,  with  his  detachment. 

In  the  courle  of  thefe  various  movements,  immenfe  quan- 
tities of  property  were  deilroyed.  The  fuperiority  of  th« 
Britiih  army,  elpecially  of  their  cavalry,  which  they  eahl'/ 
lupplied  with  good  hories  from  the  ftables  and  paftures  la 
Vugirna,  enabled  them  to  travers  the  country  in  ail  direc- 
tions. But  very  few  ot  the  inhabitants,  and  Icarely  any  of 
the  natives    pui  chafed  lafety  by  iubmiirion. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Lord  Corn<Aailis  at  Williams- 
burg, he  received  dilpatches  from.  New- York,  in  which 
Sir  Fitiary  Clinton  made  a  requifition  of  part  of  th«  trooDs 
under  his  command  in  Virginia,  direding  that  they  fiiould 
he  fent  to  New-York  without  delay  ;  and  informing  Lord 
Cornwall  is  at  the  lame  time,  of  the  danger  to  vv'hich  the  roy- 
al army  in  that  city  was  expofed  from  a  combined  attack 
which  was  expeded  from  the  French  and  Americans.  But 
to  underliand  the  proper  conneclion  of  the  great  events 
tnat  followed,  it  is  necciTary  to  take  a  retrolpetl  of  th« 
leraote  caui'es  which   produced  them. 

A  dawn  of  profperity  had  begun  to  appear  in  South-Ca- 
rolina, under  the  aufpices  of  General  Greene:  yet  the  af- 
iius  oi  AmeJca  in  general,  fsemsd  at  this  time  to  bs  in  a 
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ruinous  fi:ate  ;  and  the  conteil  on  the  point  of  C'^afing.  on  t^ie 
part  of  the  CoDgrefs,  for  want  of  reiouiccs  to  m-iuiuiin  it* 
Some  enterprize  of  importance  w.-.s  necellar\-  t^*  rouie  >r  elk 
the  enercry  of  the  people,  and  to,reflore  the  dechning  ft.^c  of 
their  affairs.  The  Congrefs  had  been  diiappoirited  in  their 
expedationsof  the  co-ope  ration  of  a  French  fleet  and  army  for 
three  years  fucceffively  ;  but  foon  after  the  fall  of  Charles- 
ton, in  May  itSo,  a  ftatemeut  of  thf  ir  diftrfdes  was  made  to 
the  Court  of  France.  A  fubfidy  of  fix  millions  of  livr^'S 
were  granted,  and  the  king  became  ihoir  lecurity  for  ten 
millions  more,  borrowed  for  their  ufe,  in  the  Ui  ited  Neth- 
erlands. At  the  fame  time,  a  naval  co-operation  wa^  promi- 
fed,  and  a  conjunft  expedition  againft  their  commoa  foeg 
proje£led. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1781,  M.  de  Graffe  failed  from 
Bred  with  twenty-five  fail  of  the  line,  feveral  tiiouiand 
land  forces,  and  a  large  convoy,  amounting  to  more  than 
two  hundred  (hips.  A  Imall  part  of  this  force  was  deflinc  d 
for  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  but  M.  de  Graffe  w  irh  the  greatv-r  part 
failed  for  Martinique.  The  Britifh  Admirals  Hood  and 
Drake  were  detached  to  intercept  the  French  fleet  ;  but  a 
junftion  between  the  force  of  M.  de  GriTj,  and  eight  Ihips 
of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty  guns,  which  were  previoufly 
at  Martinique  and  St.  Domingo,  was  nevertneleis  efiett'^d. 
The  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies  had  been  weakened  hf 
the  departure  of  a  fquadron  for  the  protc£lion  of  The  fiirrs, 
which  were  employed  in  carrying  u>  Englarid  the  booty  inat 
had  been  taken  at  St.  Euftatius,  and  by  the  ccrr.bination  of 
the  French  fleets  in  the  Wefii-Indies,  they  had  a  decided  iu- 
periority.  M.  de  Graffe,  in  the  beginning  of  Aui;u{i,  i.nl- 
ed  with  a  large  convoy  deliined  for  Europe  ;  and  after  li^e- 
ing  it  out  of  danger,  he  directed  his  couric  Un  the  ClK-Ht- 
peake,  and  arrived  there  on  the  30' h  of  the  fame  moralu 
M.  de  Barras,  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  French 
fleet  then  in  Rhode-Ifland,  had  arrived  at  Bofton  in  the 
month  of  May,  with  difpaches  for  Count  de  Rochambc.iu, 
On  the  twcnty-firft  of  May,  a  conference  took  place  nt  Wca- 
thersiield,  in  Conne£ficut,  between  the  American  and  Frnu  h 
generals.  At  this  interview,  it  was  agreed  between  tliern, 
to  carry  into  execution  the  attempt  againfl  New-York,  which 
they  had  meditated  the  preceding  year  j  if  th^nr  foice,  vvhca 
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^fte'mbled,  fhould  be  found  eqaal  to  the  enterprife  :  But,  in 
ail  events,  it  was  their  determination  upon  the  arriv  .1  o^  the 
Count  de  GralTe,  to  ftrike  a  blow  at  one  or  other  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  pofts,  where  iuccefs  was  mcft  reafonajly  to  be  exnccled. 
Letters  were  addrefTed  by  Gen.  Wafliington  to  the  Execu- 
tive officers  of  the  New-England  States,  requiring  them  to 
fill  up  the  battalions,  conipofing  his  army,  and  to  have  fix 
thoufaiid  two  hundred  militia  in  readinels  to  march  when- 
ever he  fhould  call  for  them.  The  letters  written  by  Gen. 
Wafliington  to  Congrefs,  after  his  interview  with  the  French 
generals,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  ia 
confequence  of  the  information  they  contained,  which  alarm- 
ed him  for  the  lafety  of  New-York,  he  m.ade  a  requihtion  of 
part  of  the  troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis's  command  ia 
V^irginia. 

But  the  fituation  of  Lord  Cornwallis  near  the  Capes  of 
Virginia,  the  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  three  thoufand 
German  troops  from  Europe  to  New-York,  the  fuperior 
Hrength  of  that  garrifon,  the  backwardnefs  of  the  States  in 
filling  up  their  battalions  and  embodying  their  militia^  and 
the  recent  intelligence  from  Count  de  Graffe,  that  his  defli- 
nation  was  fixed  to  the  Chefapeak,  produced  a  total  change 
of  the  plan  of  the  campaign.  Gen.  Wafhington  had  affem* 
bled  his  arrny  at  Peek's  Kill,  and  marching  from  thence  to 
White  Plains,  v/as  there  joined,  on  the  fixth  of  July,  bv  the 
Count  de  F.cchambeau  with  die  French  troops  from  Rhode- 

Ilbnd. 

On  the  tv/entv-fourth  of  Augufl,  the  allied  American  and 
French  armies  inflead  of  proceeding  on  their  originsl  pro* 
j'.ftagainfc  Ne\v-York,  direfted  their  march  towards  Virginia, 
Tr:e  appearance  of  an  intention  to  attack  New- York,  hud 
nev^rthelefs  bee»  kept  up  ;  and,  while  this  deception  was 
played  oft,  the  army  croiTed  the  North  River,  and  proceeded 
©n  their  march  uninterrupted. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  received  orders,  a*;  has  already  bceil 
mentioned,  to  fend  part  of  his  troops  to  New-York,  he  im- 
mediately prepared  to  comply  with  Sir  Henry  Clintoi;'s  re- 
quintion  ;  and  as,  after  the  embarkation  of  thofe  troops,  h« 
\\'as  of  opinion  that  the  force  which  remained  would  not  be 
fufhcient  to  enable  him  to  reniain  at  Williamfbuig,  he  j  • 
f^lved  to  pals  Jame»  River  and  retire  to  r'oitimguth,     Aq« 
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sfWmbled,  fhould  be  found  eqaal  to  the  enterprife  :  But,  in 
ail  events,  it  was  their  determination  upon  the  arriv  .1  of  tiic 
Count  de  GralTe,  to  ftrike  a  blow  at  one  or  other  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  pofts,  where  fuccefs  w?s  mcft  reafonaLIy  to  be  exnccled. 
Letters  were  addreffed  by  Gen.  Wafliington  to  the  Execu' 
tive  officers  of  the  New-England  States,  requiring  them  to 
fill  up  the  battalions,  conipofing  his  army,  and  to  have  fi3t 
thoulaiid  two  hundred  militia  in  readineis  to  march  when- 
ever he  fhould  call  for  them.  The  letters  written  by  Gen. 
V/afliiiigton  to  Congrefs,  after  his  interview  with  the  Fiench 
generals,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  ir* 
confequence  of  the  information  they  contained,  which  aLirm- 
ed  him  for  the  fafety  of  New-York,  he  made  a  requiiition  of 
part  of  the  troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis's  command  ia 
Virginia. 

But  the  fituation  of  Lord  Cornwallis  near  the  Capes  of 
Virginia,  the  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  three  thoufand 
German  troops  from  Europe  to  New-York,  the  fuperior 
flrength  of  that  garrifon,  the  backwardnefs  of  the  States  in 
filling  up  their  battalions  and  embodying  their  militiaj  and 
the  recent  intelligence  from  Count  de  Graffe,  that  his  defli- 
nation  was  fixed  to  the  Chefapeak,  produced  a  total  change 
of  the  plan  of  the  campaign.  Gen.  Wafhington  had  affem* 
bled  his  army  at  Peek's  Kill,  and  marching  from  thence  to 
Vv'hite  Plains,  v/as  there  joined,  on  the  fixth  of  July,  bv  the 
Count  de  P.cchambeau  with  the  French  troops  from  Rhode- 
lihnd. 

On  the  tv/entv-fourth  of  Auguil,  the  allied  American  and 
French  armies  indead  of  proceeding  on  their  originsl  pro* 
jcftagainfc  New- York,  direfted  their  march  towards  Virginia, 
The  appearance  of  an  intention  to  attack  New- York,  h^d 
nev^rtheieis  been  kept  up  ;  and,  while  this  deception  was 
played  ofF,  the  army  croiTed  the  North  River,  and  proceeded 
©n  their  march  uninterrupted. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  received  orders,  a^sha?  already  bc^ij 
mentioned,  to  fend  part  of  his  troops  to  New-York,  he  im- 
mediately prepared  to  comply  with  Sir  Henry  Clintoi;'s  re» 
quintion  ;  and  as,  after  the  embarkation  of  thofe  troops,  ha 
was  of  opinion  that  the  force  which  remained  would  not  be 
fufHcient  to  enable  him  to  rcn.ain  at  Williamfburg,  he  i  • 
kiived  to  pals  James  River  and  retire  to  ir'oi timQUth,     Aq« 

\V 
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COrdlnglv,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  the  Biiiifh  armyTOarched 
from  Williamfburg,  and  encamped  on  a  piece  of  ground 
that  covered  a  foid  into  the  ifland  of  Janics  Town.  In  thl» 
encampment  the  Britilh  army  r'.'inained,  whiill  on  the  nfih 
and  iixth,  tlicii  bat-horfcs  and  hugg^ge  were  paffcd  the  river. 
The  M.^;quis  de  ]a  Fayette,  thinking  that  the  mnin  body  of 
the  Bruifn  arsny  had  already  croffed  the  river,  advanced  by 
forced  marches  to  ftrike  a  bKjw  at  the  rear  guard.  On  the 
{ixth  of  J^-ily,  towards  funfer,  Fayette,  Vv'itli  about  riine  hun- 
dred continentals,  fix  hundred  militia  and  lome  artillery, 
paffed  a  morafs  and  formed  in  front  of  the  Brilifh  encamp- 
in-,  nt.  I'he  Brilifh  immediately  adviinced  to  the  attack  in 
two  lines.  The  right  of  the  Americans  being  compoied  of 
tnilitia  only,  Vvcre  quic\lv  put  to  fligh;:  :  But  on  the  left, 
the  Britifh  were  oppofed  .;y  the  Pennlylvania  line  and  a 
party  of  Continentcds,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon.  On  that 
fide  the  adion,  while  it  lafted,  was  fliarp  and  bloody.  TIic- 
Americans,  however,  aiter  a  fevere  contcfi.  were  at  lafl  obli- 
ged to  give  way,  and  retreat  acrois  the  morafs.  The  Bjitifh 
horfe  were  ready  to  purfue,  but  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
prevented  all  further  operations. 

The  Britifn  army,  having  pafTed  James  rive-,  proceeded  t» 
Portftnouth,  where  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  deftined 
for  New-York,  tock  place,  but  before  the  tranfports  put  to 
fea,  Lord  CornwaUis  received  orders  om  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, which  counter-manded  their  failing,  and  at  the  fame 
time  direfted  CornwaUis  toeftablifh  a  dcfenfive  poll  for  the 
protc6tJon  of  fliip^  of  the  line,  either  at  Old  Point  Comfort, 
on  Hampton  Rc-ad.  or  York  Town  on  York  River.  But  as 
the  works  confh  i.61:.:d  on  Old  Point  Comfort,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  engineers  who  lurveyed  the  place,  would 
neither  command  the  entrance  into  Hampton  Road,  nor  le- 
cure  any  fhips  when  Iving  at  anchor  within  it,  and  the  port 
of  Portlmouih  not  being  beiter  calculated  for  the  proteftioa 
of  Shipping,  I.ord  Curnwallis  had  no  other  option  than  to 
fortify  Yt  .k  and  Glouccflcr,  the  only  places  that  remained 
carsable  of  afiVrding  the  requiiite  prote6lion  to  flrips  of  war, 
Lf.rd  CornwaUis  without  lofs  oF  ti.ne  evacuated  Portlmouth, 
aiiO  on  the  i weiMy-Jecond  of  Aucuf!:,  he  had  all  his  fortes 
coiicentraicd  at  York  and  Giouceder. 
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Aft cr'thc  arrival  of  the  Count  de  Graile  in  the  Chefapeake, 
he  was  iinmediately  joined  by  an  cfficer  from  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette's  army,  to  communicate  to  him  the  flate  of 
things  in  Virginia,  ? '^  d  in  coniequence  of  ihe  information 
received  from  this  ofBcer,  de  GraiTe  immediately  took  mea- 
fures  for  blocking  up  York  River,  end  for  conveying  up 
James  River  the  French  land  ;o^  cc  brouviht  from  the  Wefl- 
Irc'ies.  that  it  ni'  ,nt  fo;m  a  jjnclioa  with  the  troops  under 
the  Marquis  de  h.  Faye.te.  Four  of  de  GraiTe's  line  of  battle 
fhips,  and  fevcral  fr;'^ares  were  employed  in  Mocking  up 
Yoik  river,  and  the  reft  he  n  (;o.ed  in  L)  rhav-  .  Bay.  The 
troops  brojght  .rom  the  Weft-Ind'c  ,  confiding  of  thres 
thoufand  two  hundred  men,  undc  the  command  of  the  Mar- 
cjuis  de  St.  Simon,  foon  af^er  formed  a  jun£iion  with  the 
continental  troops  under  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  th« 
whole  took  poft  at  Wilii:imrDurg. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  who  commanded  the  Britifn  fleet  in 
the  Weft-Ind^'es,  leems  to  have  been  perluaded  thut  it  wa« 
de  GraiTe's  intention  to  proceed  to  the  B-iy  of  C'lefapeake, 
Upon  the  approach  or  the  hunicane  feaion,  therefore,,  he  de- 
tached Sir  Samuel  Hood  to  North  America  with  fourteen 
fail  of  the  line  to  reinforce  the  fleet  then  at  New-York, 
This  reinforcement  arrived  ar  S.ndy-H  10k,  on  the  tweaty-r 
cii'irt  of  Aufjufl.  Adaiirai  Graves  who  had  li  cceeded  ad- 
iRirai  Arbuthnot,  upon  his  departure  for  Ejigland  in  thg 
month  of  lulv,  took  the  command  of  the  whole  coniiifing 
of  twenty  lail  of  tiie  line,  and  failed  from  the  Flook  on  the 
thirty-tiiil:  of  Au_.,uft.  Before  his  departure,  intcii^gence- 
liad  been  received  that  the  French  iquadron  under  Kl.  de 
Barras  at  Rhode-lQand,  had  failed  on  the  tweniy-fifm  •-, 
and  it  not  being  known  then  that  the  Count  de  Gralle  had 
already  arrived  in  tiie  Cheiapcake,  and  tliat  the  fleet  u ad er 
his  immediate  command  was  fuperi.or  to  that  of  Admiral. 
Graves,  great  expectations  were  entertained  that  the  Britifh 
fleet  would  fail  in  with  one  or  other  of  the  French  fqoadrons... 

According  to  a  pre-concerted  plan,  M.  de  B,arras  hjd  fail- 
ed from  Riiode-Ifhnd  for  thr  Chefapetke  about  the  time  de 
Graile  failed  from  the  Well-lndies  for  the  i  i:ne  place.  But 
in  order  to  avoid  the  Britiilr  Heet,  he  had  taken  a  cncuit  by" 
Bermuda,  In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  Graves  proceeded  on  ■ 
to  ihc  Capes  of  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  oii  the  fifth  of 
^epiembcrj  and  tiiidin^T   the    French  fli,et  at  aachoi:   witliia  ■ 
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tlie  capes,   and  the    wind   being   very  fair,    the  Britifli  fictt 
entered  to  offer  it  battle.      But  as  foon  as  the   French  com- 
mander   perceived  the  Britifh    fleet,    from  an  appreheiinoa 
for  the  Rhode-lfland    fquadron,  which  he  expefted,  and  to 
gain  more  fea  room,  he  gave  orders  for  his  fnips  to  flip  their 
cables.      Both  fleets  were  now  fteering   to  the  ea  Award  in  a 
line  nearly  parallel   to  each  other  ;    and  getting  clear  of  the 
Capes,  at    four  in  the   afternoon  a  partial  aftion  commenced 
between   the  van  and  part  of  the  centre  of  the   two  fleetSj 
vliich  continued  until  night  put  an  end  to  it.      No  fhip  on 
cither  fide  was  taken.     The  two  fleets  continued  in  fioht  of 
each   other  for    five   days,  and   were   fomctimes  very   near. 
But  the  French    Admiral,  although  it  was   feveral  times  in 
his  option,  from  having   gained  the  wind,  for  good  reaions 
declined  renewing  the  aftion  ;  to  which  the  Britifh  Admi- 
ral, from   the  crippled  ftate   of  his  fleet  could   not   compel 
him.       WhiHi    the  two  fleets  were   manoeuvring    near   the 
mouth   of  the  Cheiapeake,  M.    de  Barras   with    his   fleet,  in 
the  night,  got  unperceived  within  the  Capes,  and  the  Count 
de  GralTe,  on  the  tenth,   bearing   away   for  the  Chefapeake, 
had  the   iatisf^clion  to  find   him  there   in    fafety    at   anchor, 
with  fourteen  tranfports   laden  with  heavy  artillery,  and  all 
forts  of  military  flores  proper  for  carrying  on  a  fiege.     Ac- 
cording to  the  accounts  of  the  French,  their  lofs  in  this  ac- 
tion was    about  two  hundred    and   twenty   men  killed  and 
wounded,  including  four  officers  killed,  and  eighteen  woun- 
ded.     The  lols  of  men  on  board  the  Britifli  fleet,  amounted 
to  ninety    killed,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-fix  wounded. 
The   junftion  of  the  two  French   fleets  gave  de  Graffe  a  de- 
cided fuperiority  ;  and  Admiral  Graves,  after  reconnoitring 
the  pofnion  of  the  French  fleet,  and  finding  that  they  block- 
ed up  the  entrance  of  the  Cheiapeake,   took   his   departure, 
and  returned  to  New-York, 

Whilft  the  American  and  French  troops  were  proceeding 
on  their  march  to  Virginia,  the  Britifli  commander  in  chief 
at  New-York,  with  a  view  of  making  a  diverfion  in  Con- 
ti(  tbcut,  and  drawing  General  Wafhington's  attention  that 
way,  detached  General  Arnold  with  a  confiderable  force  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  New-London.  They  pafTed  througli 
the  found  in  tranlports,  and  landed  in  the  morning  of  the 
fixlh  of  September,  about  three  miles  from  New-London, 
in  two  divifions  ;  one  on   each  fide  of  the  harbour.     Thai 
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•n  the  lide  of  Groton,  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Eyre  ; 
and  that  on  the  fide  oF  New-London,  by  General  Arnold, 
On  the  fide  of  New-London,  no  great  oppofuion  was  made  : 
A  redoubt,  from  which  the  Americans  had  begun  a  cannon- 
ade, was  abandoned  by  them  upon  the  approach  of  Arnold's 
diviiion  ;  and  Fort  Trumbull,  that  commanded  the  harbour, 
was  allaulted,  and  immediately  carried.  General  Arnolal 
lock  poffedion  of  New-London,  after  a  feeble  refiftance  frons 
a  fnriall  party  of  Americans,  who  were  flationed  there.  But 
on  the  Groton  hde  of  the  harbour,  a  regular  work  of  conli- 
derable  ftrength,  called  Fort  Grilvvold,  was  erefted.  It  was 
affaulted  by  the  divifion  under  Colonel  Eyre,  and  defended 
by  the  Americans  with  the  utrnoft  bravery.  They  entered 
the  works  through  the  embrafures,  and  a  condderable  car- 
nage enfued,  until  the  Americans  were  driven  from  the  ram- 
parts, and  had  ceafed  from  all  farther  rehftance.  The  Britifh 
had  two  officers  and  forty-fix  loldiers  killed,  and  eight  offi- 
cers, Vv'ith  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  foldiers  wounded. 
Of  the  garrifon,  eighty-five  were  killed,  including  Colonel 
Lcdyard,  their  commander  :  fixty  uere  wounded,  and  fe- 
venty  made  prifoners.  Ten  or  twelve  firips  in  the  harbour 
were  burnt,  whiclr  contained  an  immenfe  quantity  of  Euro- 
pean and  Wefl- India  goods.  They  alfo  contained  feme  gun- 
powder ;  by  the  explofion  of  which,  the  fiames  were  commu- 
rdcated  to  the  dwelling  houies  in  the  town  ;  and  a  great  part 
of  it  was  confumed.  A  great  quantity  of  military  ftores^ 
f  with  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  found  ia  the  different  works, 
were  alfo  deftroyed. 

But  the  damage  done  to  the  Americans  by  this  expedition, 
however  great,  was  not  of  lulncient  importance  to  Irop 
General  Wafhington  in  his  progrefs  to  Virginia.  It  was 
of  the  utmofl:  moment  to  puifue  the  enterprife  in  which  he 
was  now  engaged,  and  it  was  not  to  be  expefted  that  he 
Would  abandon  it  for  any  partial  confidcratiori  whatfoever. 

The  combined  armies,  after  paifing  Philadelphia,  marched 
to  the  head  of  Elk  river,  which  falls  into  the  Chefapeake  at 
its  interior  extremdty.  The  French  troops  paffed  from  New- 
port to  the  vicinity  of  Yorktown,  a  diftsnce  of  about  five 
hundred  miles;  and,  what  feldom  happens,  tiii*  army  led 
through  a  foreign  country,  at  io  great  a  uiilaiiCe  from  their 
*wn,  aiDong  a  people  of  ciiifcrcnt  cuiio. r.s,  hn^aagCj  religion. 
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and  manners,  behaved  with  the  uimolt  legularity.  They 
had  to  pafs  through  a  country  abounding  in  fruit,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  moft  delicious  produftions  of  nature,  growing 
on  and  near  the  public  highway,  prefented  both  opportunity 
snd  temptation  to  gratify  their  appetites.  Yet  fo  complete 
•Kv^as  their  difcipline,  that  in  this  long  march,  fcarcely  an  in- 
llance  could  be  produced  of  any  thing  being  taken  without 
the  confent  of  the  inhabitants. 

General  Wafliington  and  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  left 
the  srmy  upon  its  arrival  at  the  head  of  Eik,  aid  proceeded 
to  Williamburg,  where  they  arrived  on  the  14th  of  .Septem- 
fcer.  They,  with  feveral  other  rfiiccrs.  inntdidcly 
Mt'ent  to  vifit  Count  de  GrafTe,  on  board  the  Viiie  de  Paris; 
andj  at  this  meeting  the  plan  of  their  futuie  oj.erations  was 
finally  agreed  on.  Accordingly,  the  combined  forces  were 
ordered  to  proceed  on  their  way  to  "iinktown.  p:*ftiy  by 
l&nd,  and  partly  down  the  Chefapeake,  The  whole,  togeth- 
er with  a  body  of  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  General 
Kelfon,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  twelve  thoubud 
fsren,  rendezvouled  at  V7iliiamfburg,  on  the  twenty- fifth  of 
September;  and  on  the  twenty  eighth,  they  moved  down 
to  the  invefiure  of  Yorktown.  Ihe  French  fleet,  at  the 
fame  time,  moved  to  the  mouth  of  York  river,  and  took  a 
polition  which  was  calculated  to  prevent  Cornwaliis,  cither 
from  retreating  or  receiving  fuccour  by  water.  The  combi- 
ned army  encamped  about  two  miles  from  the  works  of  the 
Britiih  ;  but  nothing  material  happened  on  this  day,  either 
within  or  without  the  lines.  On  the  fame  evening,  Lord 
Cornwaliis  received  diipatches  from  the  Britilh  commander 
in  chief  at  New-York  ;  in  vvhicii  he  was  informed,  that 
upwards  of  five  thoufand  troops  fnould  be  immediately  em- 
barked on  board  the  king's  ihips  ;  that  every  exertion  would 
be  made  both  by  the  army  and  navy  to  relieve  him  ;  and  that 
the  Britilh  fleet  of  twenty-three  lail  of  the  line,  would  fa 
about  the  fifth  of  Oftober  ;  informing  Lord  Cornwaliis  at 
the  fame  time,  that  Admiral  Digby,  with  three  more  fhips 
of  the  line,  had  jufl  arrived  at  Sandy  Liook.  On  the  night 
afier  the  receipt,  Cornwaliis  withdrew  his  army  within  the 
works  of  the  town,  in  full  expeftation  of  being  able  to  liold 
both  the  polls  of  York  and  Giouceder  until  the  promiled  re- 
lief arrived.     The  works  abandoned  by  the  Briiilh   uoops 
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^cre''occupied  the  next  day  by  detachments  from  the  combU 
ned  army. 

For  the  fecurity  of  Yorktown,  the  Britifli  had  ereHed 
[fee  the  plan]  a  batrery,  No.  1,  of  two  fix-pounders  and  ona 
ho-wiU  :  No.  2,  a  battery  of  three  eighteen-pounders  ;  No.  3, 
a  battery  of  four  eighteen-poundevs,  and  five  nine-poundess;  \ 
No.  4,  a  battery  of  five  eighteen-pnur.ders,  and  two  hx-pound* 
ers  ;  No.  5,  a  battery  of  one  eighteen-poundcr,  and  three 
nine  pounders;  No.  6,  a  battery  of  one  eighteen-pounder, 
and  four  nine-pounders;  No.  7,  a  battery  of  two  eighjeen* 
pounders,  and  two  tvvclve-pounders  ;  No.  8,  a  battery  of 
two  eighteen-pounders,  and  one  nine-pounder  ;  'Ho.  g,  a 
battery  of  two  eighteen-pounders,  and  two  twelve-pounders  ; 
Kg. 10.  a  battery  of  threeeighteen-pounders,  twotweive  poun- 
ders, one  fix-pounder,  and  one  mortar  ;  No.  1 1,  a  battery  of  oa© 
four  and  tv/enty-pounder,  and  two  nine-pounders;  No.  i2.4 
battel  yof  two  twelve-pounders,  and  two  howitzers  ;  No.  13 
a  battery  of  tv/o  eighteen-pounders,  and  one  twelve-poanler  ; 
No.  14,  a  battery  of  five  nine-pounderb. — On  the  Glouceller 
fid?,  there  were  erected,  No.  15,  a  battery  often  eighteen- 
pounders,  and  one  twelvep-ounder  ;  No.  16,  two  batteries  of 
eight  guns  of  different  caliber  ;  No.  17,  was  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifli fnipping. 

As  foon  as  the  Britifli  had  quitted  their  outward  pontion, 
[fett  lie  plan]  (2,3ndthecombined  forces  had  taken  poffefilcnof 
the  ground  from  which  the  BritiQi  had  retired,  the  town 
became  regularly  inveiled  ;  and  the  combined  army  in  tho 
fame  night  began  .0  break  ground  :  the  French  making  their 
approaches  on  the  right  of  it,  and  the  Americans  on  the  left. 
The  firft  par^dlel  was  thrown  up  during  the  night  of  the  fixth 
of  OAober,  b.  On  the  ninth  of  October  opened  an  Ameri- 
can battery  of  three  eighteen-pounders,  three  four  and  twen- 
ty-pounders, two  howitz,  and  two  mortars,  c.  On  the  tenth, 
opened  another  American  battery  of  four  eighteen-pounders, 
d.  and  a  bomb-battery  of  four  mortars,  e.  On  the  ninth,  alfo, 
opened  a  French  battery  of  four  twelve-pounders,  and  fix 
mortars,/.  On  the  tenth,  opened  three  French  batteries, 
confiding  of  fixteea  pieces  of  eighteen  and  twenty-four-poun- 
dcrs,  g.  and  at  night  opened  a  French  bom.b-battery  of  fix 
mortars,  h.  On  the  night  of  the  eleventh,  part  of  the  fccond 
parallel  was  thrown  up  by  a  detachment  from  both  armies, i. 
In  ihe  meantime,  the  ^arnion  did  every  thirg  in  their  power 
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to  interrupt  the  befiegers  in  their  work,  by  opening-  nevt'  em* 
brafures  for  guns,  and  keeping  up  a  conflant  fire  with  ail  the 
liowitzers   and   fmall  mortars   they  could  man.      And  about 
this  time,  the  lofs  of  men    fuPcained  by  the  combined    army^ 
was  more  confiderable   than  at  any  other  period  during  the 
iiege.  They  were  particularly  annoyed  and  impeded  in  their 
approaches,  by  two  redoubts,  advanced  about  three  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  the  Britifh  works,  k  and/.      Thefe  they  re- 
folved  to  ailault  ;  and,  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  emulation,  the  re- 
'duftion  of  the  one  was  committed  to  the   Americans,  k,  and 
the  other  to   the  French,  /.     The  attempt    was  made  in   ths 
night  of  the    fourteenths  and  in  both  inft^nces,  fucceeded  ; 
and,  by  the  unwearied  labour  of  the  befiegcrs,  both  redoubts 
were  included  in  their  fecond  parallel  before  the  morning,  m. 
In  the  fecond  parallel,  the  French  had  three  batteries  of  fix- 
teen  pieces  of  eighteen  and  twenty-four-pounders,  n.    There 
was  alio  a  French  bomb-battery  defigned  for  ten  mortars,  o.  In 
the  redoubt  A,  the   Americans  opened  on  the  fifteenth  with 
one  howitz  ;  and  on  the  ieventeenth,  in  the  morning,  with 
two  eighteen-pounders,  and  in  the  redoubt  /,  with  two  mor- 
tars.    An  American  battery  of  four  eighteen-pounders,  open- 
ed  in   the  m.orning  of  the    feventeenth,  j-^.      And  another  in 
the  fecond  parallel  of  feven  eighteen-pounders,  three  twenty- 
four-pounders,   howitzers,  and  mortars,  had  opened  on  the 
iixteenth,  q. 

At  the.time  of  the  Britifh  quitting  their  outward  pofition, 
the  legion  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  under  the  Duke 
<][e  Lauzun,  with  a  body  of  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Ge- 
neral Welden,  palled  over  the  river  to  Gloucdfter,  took  a  pofi- 
tion  in  front  of  the  Britidi  works,  and  kept  that  place  fo 
fully  blockaded,  as  to  cut  off  2II  communication  between  it 
and  the  country.  The  whole  was  under  the  command  of 
General  de  Choify, 

The  befiegers  kept  up  an  inCeffant  cannonade,  and  the 
continued  dilcharge  of  Ihot  and  fPieils,  in  a  few  days  damaged 
the  unfmifhed  works  of  the  befieged  on  the  left  of  the  town, 
filcnced  the  guns  that  were  mounted  on  them,  and  occafion- 
ed  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  men.  The  fhells  reached 
the  Ihips  in  the  harbour  ;  fo  that  the  Charon,  a  forty-four 
gun-fhip  (18)  and  two  tranfports,  w-ere  burned.  The  Britifh 
troops  having  been  weakened  by  ficknel's,  as  well  as  by  the 
iire  of  the   beficgcr.*;,  L.ord  Cornwalli*  could  not  venture  tt 
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filake  fo  large  forties  as  to  hope  from  them  much  fucccels  ; 
but  forefeeing  that  the  Britifh  works  on  the  left,  already- 
half  ruined,  could  not  ftand  longj  an  attempt  to  retard  the 
opening  of  the  batteries  of  the  fecond  parallel  of  the  beheg^ 
ers  became  neceiTary-,  Lord  Coniwallisj  therefore,  ordered 
a  fortie  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  the  direclion 
of  Colonel  Abercrombie.  This  detachment  fallied  forth  be- 
fore daybreak  of  the  lixteenth  of  Oclober,  forced  the 
redoubts  that  covered  the  batteries,  fpiked  fome  cannon, 
and  after  killing  and  wounding  about  one  hundred  of  the 
French  troops,  \vhohad  the  guard  of  this  part  of  the  trench^ 
es,  returned  within  the  lines  with  fome  lofs.  But  this  ac- 
tion yielded  little  advantage*  The  cannon  were  again 
rendered  fit  for  fervice  ;  and,  before  the  evening,  the  whole 
battery  and  parallels  were  nearly  complete;, 

At  this  time  the  works  of  the  befisged  v/ere  fo  damagedj 
that  they  fcarcely  could   fl^ew  i  hngle  gun    on  that  fide  of 
the  works    attacked   by    the  Americans.     Lord  Cornwallis^ 
therefore,  had  no  hope  left  but  from  offering  terms  of  capi- 
tulation,   or   attempting  an    eicapei      Pie  determined    to   at- 
'tempt  the  latter,  on  the  Gloucefler  fide   of  the  river,  where 
ce  Choify  commanded,  and  lay  with  a  body  of  troops  at  lome 
diflance   from  the     Woiks.       The    BritiPn    ccmmr.i.der  re- 
folved  to  attack   de    Choify  before    break   of  day    with  his 
whole  force  :    and   after  defeating    him,  to   proceed    to   the 
upper  country  ;  leaving  his  future  route  uncertain,  until  he 
Cdine  oppofve  to  the  fords    of  the  Great   rivers,    where    he 
intended  fu^denly  to  turn  off  to  the  northward,  to  force  his 
way  through  Maryland,  Pcnnfylvania,  and  the   Jerfe)  S^   and 
join  the  Britifh  commander  in  chief  at  New-York.  According 
ly  boats  were  prepared  to  receive  the  troops  in  the  night,  and 
to  tranfport  them    to    Gloucefter-Point.      After   one   whole 
embarkation    had    crofi'cd,   a  violent  florm  of  v/ind  and  rain 
difperfed  the  boats  employed  on  this  bufinefs,  and  frufhrated 
the  whole  fcheme.      In  this  divided  Ilaieof  the  Britiili  force, 
the  American  batteries  opened  at  break  of  day  ;  but  the  boats 
returned  foon  afterwards,   and  brought  back  the  troops  that 
had  been  carried  over  in  the  night  wi.h  fome  lofs,  the  paiTage 
between  York  and  Glouceflcr  being  expolcd  to.  the  Ameri- 
can fire. 

With  the  failure  of  tliis  fcheme,  the  lafl  boos  of  the  Bri- 
tiili army   expired.      Their  works  vveie  tumbliaj  iaio-ruiu  5 
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not  a  gun  could  be  fired  from  them.  Longer  refi {lance 
could  anfwer  no  good  purpofe  :  the  works  being  alTailable 
in  many  places,  the  garrifon  exhaufted  by  the  fatigue  of  con- 
ftant  watching  and  unremitting  duty,  and  reduced  in  its 
numbers  by  ficknefs  and  the  fword.  Lord  Cornwall  is, 
therefore,  made  propofals  for  a  capitulation.  1  he  terms 
were  adjufted  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  day  ;  and  on  the 
nineteenth  of  Oftober,  the  pofts  of  York  and  Gloucefter 
were  furrendered  to  General  Wafhington,  as  commander 
in  chief  of  the  combined  army  ;  and  the  fhips  of  war,  tranf- 
ports,  and  other  veffels  to  the  Count  de  Graffe,  as  command- 
er of  the  French  fleet. 

The  principal  articles  of  capitulation  were  as  follows  :  The 
troops  to  be  prifoners  of  war  to  Congrefs,  and  the  naval 
force  to  France,  The  ofHcers  to  retain  their  fide  arms  and 
private  property  of  every  kind  ;  but  all  property,  obviouHy 
"belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  to  be  fub- 
jeft  to  be  reclaimed.  The  foldiers  to  be  kept  in  Virginia, 
Maryland  and  Pennfylvania,  and  to  be  fupplied  with  the 
fame  rations,  as  are  allowed  to  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  Con- 
grefs. A  proportion  of  the  olHcers  to  march  into  the  coun- 
try with  the  prifoners  ;  the  reft  to  be  allowed  to  proceed  on 
parole  to  Europe,  to  New-York,  or  to  any  other  American 
maritime  poft  in  poffeflion  of  the  Britifh.  The  honor  of 
marching  out  with  colors  flying,  which  had  been  refufed 
to  General  Lincoln  on  his  giving  up  Charlefton,  was  now 
-refufed  to  Earl  Cornwallis  ;  and  General  Lincoln  was  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  fubmiflion  of  the  royal  army  at 
Yorktown,  preciiely  in  the  fame  way  his  own  had  been  con- 
dufted,  about  eighteen  months  before.  Lord  Cornwallis 
endeavored  to  obtain  permlffion  for  the  Britifli  and  German 
troops  to  return  to  their  refpeftive  countries,  under  no 
other  reflriftions  than  an  engagement  not  to  lerve  againfl 
France  or  America.  He  alfo  tried  to  obtain  an  indemniiy 
for  thole  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  joined  him  ;  but  he 
was  obliged  to  recede  from  the  formci,  and  alio  to  confent 
that  the  loyalifts  in  his  camp  fliould  be  given  up,  to  the  un- 
conditional mercy  of  their  country.  His  lordTnip  neverthe- 
lefs  obtained  permiffion  for  the  Bonetta  Hoop  of  war  to  pais 
imcxamincd  to  New-York.  This  ^ave  an  opport\jnity  of 
fcreening  fucli  of  them,  as  were  mofl  obnoxious  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, 
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The  regular  troops  of  France  and  America,  employed  in 
t'fiis  fiege,  confifled  of  about  feven  thoufand  of  the  former, 
■dud  five  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the  latter  ;  and  they  were 
slTifbed  by  about  four  thoufand  militia.  On  the  part  of  the 
comB'ined  army,  about  three  hundred  were  killed  or  wound- 
ed. On  the  part  of  the  Britifh,  about  five  hundred  ;  and 
fcventy  were  taken  in  the  redoubts,  which  were  carried  by 
aPr-iuk  on  the  founeenth  of  Oftober.  The  troops  of  every 
kind  that  lurrendered  priioners  of  war  exceeded  feven  thou- 
fand men,  but  fo  great  was  the  number  of  lick  and  wounded, 
that  there  were  only  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  capable 
of  bearing  arms. 

In  the  mean  time  the  BritiQi  commander  in  chief  had 
tdkcn  meafures  to  relieve  Cornwallis.  He  draughted  from 
the  gsrrifon  at  New-York,  a  corps  oF  [even  thoufand  of  his 
beft  troops,  with  which  he  embarked,  and  the  event  of  the 
fiege  not  being  then  known,  the  fleet  left  Sandy-Hook  on 
the  nineteenth  y  the  day  on  which  Lord  Cornwallis  furren- 
dered.  When  they  arrived  on  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  oa 
the  twenty-fourth,  they  received  accounts  of  the  capitulation 
o[  Lord  Cornwallis,  After  cruizing  a  few  days  oil  the 
Capes,  the  fleet  returned  to  New-York. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  that  General,  from  whofe  previous 
fucceffes  the  fpeedy  conqucfts  of  the  fouthern  ftates  had 
been  fo  confidently  expefted.  His  troops  had  fpread  wade 
and  ruin  over  the  face  of  all  the  countrv,  for  four  handred 
miles  to  the  weftward.  Their  marches  fiom  Charlefton  to 
Camden,  from  Camden  to  the  river  Dan,  from  the  Dan 
through  North-Carolina  to  V/ilmington,  from  Wilmington 
to  Peterfburg,  and  from  Peterfourg  through  many  parts  of 
Virginia,  till  they  £nally  fettled  in  Yorktown  ;  making  a 
route  of  more  than  eleven  hundred  miles.  Every  place 
through  which  they  palTcd,  experienced  the  fatal  ef- 
fefts  of  war  ;  and  the  reduction  of  fuch  an  army  could  not 
fail  to  occafion  unufud  tranfports  of  joy  in  the  breaftsof  all 
who  were  wifhing  for  independence.  When  the  allault  on 
the  Britifh  works  at  Yorktown  took  place,  the  American 
divifion   had    orders   to  remember    New-London*  y  end  to 

*  At  the  tnkivcr  of  Fort  GrifwoU,  among  other  c^s  of  bar^ 
barity.  one  in  particular^  dejerves  mentioning.  An  o%cer  of 
i.kt  Brifijli  troops  enquired^  on   his  ciittrin^  ihcjort^  who.  corn* 
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retaliate  by  puttirg  the  men  in  the  redoubt  to  the  fword, 
Kovvever,  about  five  of  the  Biitifii  only  were  killed,  and 
the  reft  were  captured.  The  American  foidiers  being  i^fked 
■why  they  had  difobcyed  orders  by  bringmg  them  off  as 
prifoners,  anfwered,  "  we  could  not  put  them  to  death  wheti 
they  beggtd  for  their  lives." 

The  campaign  of  this  yesr  terminated,  in  all  pnrts  of  the 
United  States,  in  favour  of  the  Am.ericans.  It  began  very 
tinfovourable  in  Carolina,  mutiny  in  Jerfev,  and  dcvaftatirn 
in  Virginia  ;  yet  in  its  ciofe,  the  Britifh  were  confir>ed  to 
their  ilrong  holds,  in,  or  near  New- York,  Charlefton,  S:^- 
vannah,  and  their  whole  army  in  Virginia  was  captured. 
During  this  year,  they  had  acquired  much  plunder  ;  by 
which  individuals  were  enriched,  but  their  nation  was  in  no 
relDCcl  benefited  ;  and  the  whole  campaign  palled  away  ou 
their  part,  without  any  valuable  conqueft  ;  from  which 
higher  purpofes  were  anfwered,  than  deftroying  publ'c 
ftores,  or  diilrelTii^g  individuals.  Before  the  dole  of  this 
year,  the  misfortune  of  the  Britifh  in  Virginia,  v/as  followed 
by  snorher  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  which  was  the  recapture  of 
the  Dutch  iflarld  of  St,  Euftatius,  by  the  Marquis  de  Bou- 
ille.  This  iftand,  fortified  by  nature,  has  only  one  fafe 
landing  place,  proteflcd  by  a  fort.  At  the  back  of  the  ifiand, 
however,  are  forne  fmall  bays,  where  a  landing,  in  very  mo- 
derate Vv-esther,  though  at  all  times  dangerous,  might  be 
eflefted,  One  of  theie,  the  Britifh  had  left  unguarded;  of 
wliirh  the  Marquis  de  Bouiile  received  intelligence,  Ke 
immedi3tely  determined  to  atterrpt  a  defcent  :  and  having 
cmborkcd  about  two  (houfand  men  in  a  number  of  fmall 
vefiels,  be  failed  from  Martiniqr.e,  and  took  his  meafurcs  fa 
as  to  arrive  before  the  place,  where  he  propofcd  to  lard 
early  in  the  night.  In  difem^barking^  many  of  the  bo:^rs 
Vere  dafhed  to  pieces,  and  a  number  of  men  were  loft-, 
Orily  four  hundred  men  were  hnded  by  anhoui  before  da-/- 
light,  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  November  ;  the  greateft  psrt 
of  the  boais  being  by  this  time  d.iflied  to  pieces,  it  WiZ  ir^-, 
pofhble  to  land  the  reft.  The  french  troops  were  n.^t 
equal  in  number    to  the  garrifon^    and    nothing   but   a   bold 

friand'-'d.  Colonel  L  <"..:')' i:rd  afi/zcnrd,  '^  I  did,  hut  you  do  vow;'* 
&nd  prefcrtie.d  him  his  ficord.  The  Colonel  teas  imnicdialrly, 
run  through  ihc  bodj  and  kilkd^ 
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gftemnt  to  take  the  fort  by  furprife  could  fave  ihtm,  Ds 
Bouille  Dut  his  troops  in  motion,  and  proceeded  wiih  the 
utmofl  cxr-edition  towards  the  fort,  which  was  about  fix 
mnes  diflant.  A  difcharge  of  mufkelry  from  ihe  French  at 
adivinon  of  the  Britifh  troops,  which  was  exercifing  at  fome 
diAanie  from  the  fort,  fird  alarmed  the  garrifon.  Thofe 
who  were  in  quarters,  immediately  hurried  to  the  fort,  and 
fo  loaded  the  draw-bridge,  that  it  could  not  be  raifed  until 
the  French  arrived  and  entered  with  them.  With  the  ifland, 
ihe  French  became  poUeired  of  about  two  millions  of  livres  ; 
\he  late  fales  of  prizes.  Sixty-eight  pieces  of  ariillery  aU(» 
fell  into  their  hands  ;  and  fix  hundred  and  feventy-feven 
men  were  taken  prifoners.  The  iHands  of  St.  Martins  and 
Saba'  foon  after,  alfo  fell  into  the  hands  of  fhe  French, 

On  the  tliirtv-firft  of  Decem^ber,  Henry  Laurens  was  re* 
leafed  from  his  long  confinement  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
He  h^d  been  committed  there  on  the  fixth  of  0£lober,  1780, 
after  his  capture  by  the  Veflil  frigate,  as  already  related. 
The  charge  againft  him  was  "  fufpicion  (.f  high  tre;}for..'* 
The  orders  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  were  very  (IriC^. 
He  was  to  be  kept  in  clofe  confinement,  prohibited  the  ule 
of  pen  and  ink,  and  no  letter  was  to  be  fufi'ered,  cither  to 
be  (ent  from  him.  or  brought  to  him.  Mr«  Laurens  was  thea 
fifty-five  years  old,  and  fevercly  sf?ii£ted  v/ith  the  gout,  and 
other  infirmiiies.  In  this  fitu^tion,  he  v/as  condufted  to 
apartments  in  the  Tower,  and  was  fhut  up  in  two  Im.all 
rooms,  which  together  made  about  twenty  feet  fquare,  with 
a  warder  n>r  his  cons'bnt  companion,  and  a  fixed  bayonet 
under  his  window,  without  snv  friend  to  converfe  with, 
and  without  any  profpe6i.  or  even  the  means  of  correfpon- 
dence.  Af:er  rem^ii:ing  for  a  month  in  this  condition,  hs 
was  permuted  to  walk  out  on  limited  ground  ;  but  a  warder 
with  a  fword  in  his  hand,  fojlov.-ed  clofe  behind  him.  A 
few  weeks  a  Tier,  he  was  accidentslly  met  by  Lotd  Georga 
G^»rdon,  who  was  at  that  time,a  prifoner  in  the  Tower.  ITiC 
l.tter  unluckiiy  alkcd  Mr.  Laurens  to  walk  with  htm  ;  but 
he  declined  the  offer,  andinflantly  returner  to  his  apart- 
ment. This  involuntary  trcfpjfs  of  orders  was  cnught  at  by 
Gore,  the  keeper  ;  and  thoij.^h  the  anendiriff  warder  excul- 
pared  him  from  all  blame.  Gore  locked  him  up  for  thirty* 
Icvcn  djys.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  keeper  relented 
io  far,  2fc   to   permit    his  prifc^ncr  to  w.!k  on  the  psraue  be- 
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fore  the  door  ;  but  this  favor,  as  coming  tioni  him,  Laurens 
refufcd.  General  Vernon,  on  hearing  of  what  had  paffed, 
give  orders  that  Mr.  Laurens  Pnould  be  permitted  to  walk 
out  ;  and  this  exercife,  was  in  conlequence  thereof,  relum- 
ed, after  an  intermifTion  of  two  montiis  and  an  half. 

When  Prefident  of  Congrefs,  Britain  had  attemoted  to 
purchale  the  fervices  of  Mr.  Laurens  ;  and,  at  this  junfture, 
the  plan  was  renewed  with  menaces  of  additional  ieveruy, 
in  cafeof  refufal.  Laurens  treated  the  offer  with  contempt  ; 
and  his  youngeft  (on  was  refufed  permilTion  to  iee  him. 
He  was  even  denied  leave  to  draw  a  bill  upon  a  perfon  in 
London,  who  was  indebted  to  him.  About  this  time,  his 
cldeft  fon  arrived  at  Paris,  as  the  fpecial  minillcr  of  Con- 
grefs, The  father  was  requefted  to  wri;e  to  the  Ion  lo 
xvithdraw  himfelf  from  the  Court  of  France  ;  and  ailurances 
\yere  given  that  it  would  operate  in  his  favor.  To  this,  he 
fhortly  anfwered,  that  his  Ion  was  of  age,  and  had  a  v/iU  of 
bis  own. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1781,  the  fufferings  of  Mr, 
Laurens  in  the  Tower,  became  generally  known  ;  and  excit- 
ed companion  in  his  favour,  and  odium  againft  the  authors 
of  his  conhnement.  It  had  been  alio  found,  tnat  no  con- 
cefiions  could  be  obtained  from  him.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved  to  releafe  him.  He  was  freely  diicharged,  though 
General  Burgoyne  had  formerly  been  offered^  by  Congrcls^ 
in  exchange  for  him. 

The  lofs  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  at  Yorktown,  clofed  the  fcene  of  the  continental  war 
in  North  America.  So  brilliant  an  event,  as  the  capture  of 
a  whole  army,  after  fo  many  loffes,  to  which  the  arms  of 
Congrefs  had  been  fubje6led  for  ieveral  years,  could  not  fail 
to  give  them  the  mod  heartfelt  fatisfaftion  ;  and  was  accord- 
ingly celebrated  with  fuitabie  rejoicings,  and  ever)  other 
demonftration  that  could  ferve  to  convey  to  the  people  a 
proper  idea  of  its  importance.  The  authority  of  Congrefs^ 
which  had  begun  to  be  fli  'ken,  was  again  edablifhed  ;  the 
defponding  were  re-alTured,  and  all  claffes  reconciled  to 
bear  their  diftrefifes  with  patience  ;  in  the  hope,  that  io  h.-^;- 
nal  an  advantage,  would  fpeedily  •elTc6l  the  long  wiflied  ior 
peace. 
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EIGHTH     CAMPAIGN,     I782. 

ENERAL  Wafhington,  after  the  capture  of  the  Britifa 
army  at  Yorktown,  returned  with  the  greatefl  part  of  his 
force  to  the  vicinity  of  New-Yoik.  The  Britifn  troops 
kept  within  their  lines,  and  the  Americans  were  in  no 
condition  to  attempt  the  reduftion  of  that  poil.  Some  tri- 
fling {kimnifnes  and  predatory  excurfions  happened,  and  the 
communication  between  town  and  country  became  inter- 
rupted. 

The  operations   in  S-uth-Carolina,   were  as   unimportant 
as  thofc  in  the   northern  parts.     General  Greene,   fmce  De- 
cember, 1781,  had  poirefTion  of  all  the  (late,  except  Charles- 
ton   and  the   vicinity.     The    Britifh   contented    themleives 
V'ith   rallying    out    of  their  lines,    not    for   the   purpofe  of 
conqueft,  but  for  the  acquifition  of  property  and  provifions. 
In  Georgia,  the  Britifh,  at  the  commencement  of  this  year, 
occupied  more  extenlive  ground  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  United  Slates.     But  of  thefe  advantages  they  foon  were 
(deprived.     After  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  General  Greeae 
being  reinforced  by  the  Pennfylvania  line,  was  now  in  a  con- 
dition to  detach  General  Wayne  with  a  part  of  the  fouthern 
army   to   Georgia.     General    Clarke,    who    commanded    in. 
Savannah,   on   hearing  of  their  advance,  fent   orders  to  his 
•utpofts  to  burn  as  far  as  they  could,  all  the  provifion  in  the 
country,  and   then   to  retire   within  the  lines  of  the  capital, 
A  few  days  after,  Colonel  Brown,  at  the  head  of  a  confide- 
rable  force,  marched  out    of  the  garrifon  of  Savannah,  with 
the   defign    of  attacking  the   Americans.     General  Wayne, 
by  a   dextrous  manoeuvre,  got  in   his  rear,  attacked   him  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and   routed    his  whole   party.     A 
large  number  of  Creek  Indians,  headed  by  a  number  of  their 
chiefs  and  a  Britilb  officer,  made  a  bold  attack  on  Wayne's 
infantry  in  the  night.    They  pofleffed  themfelves  of  his  field- 
pieces  ;  but  they  foon  were    recovered.     In  the   meantime, 
Colonel  White,    with  a  party  of  horfe,  came  up,  and  com- 
pletely   difperfed   the  Indians.       In    this   aftion,    and  foms 
trifling  fkirmi flies,  the  lad  blood  was  fpilled  in  this  memo- 
rable cojiteft. 

During    this  campaign,   the  United    States  afforded    fe*\'- 
great  events;    but  the  reverfe  u^s  the  caie  v^itb  the  oihcT 
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powers  involved  in  thz  confequences  of  the  American  waf« 
France  and  Spain  had  agreed  to  renew  their  attempt  this 
year  agiinfl:  the  iiland  of  Jamaica.  To  fruftrate  thiir  defign, 
Sir  George  Rodney,  who  had  gone  to  England  in  the  fall  of 
the  preceding  year,  was  difpatchcd,  to  relume  his  command 
in  the  Welt-Indies,  witii  a  reinforcement  of  twelve  fnips  of 
the  line.  He  arrived  ai  Barbadoes  on  the  nineteenth  of 
February;  and  foon  after  formed  a  jun£lion  with  the  fleet 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood.  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney then  proceeded  with  the  whole  to  St.  Lucie  ;  the  mod 
convenient  flation  for  watching  the  motions  of  the  French 
fleet  under  the  command  of  de  Grade  ;  who,  after  the  fur- 
lender  of  Earl  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown,  had  returned  to 
Martinique.  The  fafety  of  Jamaica  depended  now  upon  an 
a6lion  between  the  Britifh  and  French  fieets,  before  the  latter 
could  form  a  juntlion  with  the  Spanifn  fleet  then  to  leeward. 
The  Britifh  commander,  having  received  intelligence  of  the 
embarkation  of  French  troops  on  board  their  feiips,  and  of 
their  £eet  being  perceived  coming  out  of  fort  Royal  Bay,  on 
the  fifth  of  April,  threw  out  the  (ignal  for  weighing  anchor  ; 
and  the  Briiifii  fleet  conflfling  of  thirty-flx  iliips  of  the  line, 
proceeded  with  a  prefs  of  fail  in  purfuit  of  the  French.  The 
next  morning,  the  latter  was  uifcovered  under  Dominique  ; 
and  in  this  fltuation,  both  fieets  were  for  fome  lime  becalm- 
ed. The  Frenchgaining  tlie  breeze  firfl.  flood  tov/ards  Guada- 
loupe.  The  van  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
got  the  breeze  next,  and  flood  after  them.  The  centre  and 
rear  being  dill  becalmed,  offered  an  opportunity  to  the  Count 
de  Graffe  of  overpowering  the  Britifh  van.  He  bore  down 
upon  it  with  his  whole  force.  Every  fliip  of  Hood^s  divi- 
fion  had  a  fuperior  force  to  contend  with  5  but  (o  nt>bly  did 
they  fupport  each  other,  that  no  advantage  lould  be  obtained 
over  ihem.  At  length,  part  of  the  centre  of  the  BritilF.  fleet  got 
near  enough  to  engage,  and  take  part  in  the  a6lion  ;  and  as  foon 
as  the  breeze  reached  their  rear,  de  Graffe  withdrew  liis 
iliips  from  aftion.  The  Britifh  fleet  lay  too  the  nlghr  after 
the  atlion,  to  repair  their  damages  ;  and  the  next  morning 
made  fail  in  puriuit  of  de  Grafle.  Ab^t  noon  of  the  ele- 
venth, 'one  of  the  Fiench  fliips  was  icCn  a  great  way  to 
windward,  repairing  her  damages.  A  gcneiai  chafe  took 
place;  but  towards  evening,  Count  de  GralTc  perccivirig 
llie  danger  of  thul  fhip,  bore  down  wiili  hU  whole  flv;;qL  for 
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•fier  proteftion.     This   movement  brought  the  two  fleets  fo 
near,  that  nothing  but  the   approach  of  night  prevented  an 
immediate  engagement.     When  day-light  appeared,  the  fig- 
nal  for  clofe  aftion  was  thrown  out  by  the  Britifh  Admiral. 
The  tvv'o  fleets  met  in  oppofue   tacks,  and  there  being   little 
wind,  the  Britifli  fliips  ranged  flowly  along^  and  clofe  under 
the  lee  of  the   French  line,  delivering  and  continuing  a  tre- 
mendous fire,  which  the  French  received  and  returned  v/ith 
the  utmod  bravery.     There  was  no  apparent  fuperiority  on. 
either  fide  till   about  noon  ;    when   Admiral    Rodney   bore 
down  upon  the  centre  of  the  French  fleet.      He,  in  the  For, 
midable,  pafl'ed  the  Ville  de    Paris,    the    Count   de    Graflfe's 
fhip,   and    her    fecond,   fo  clofe  as  to  be  almoft  in  contaft  ; 
keeping  up  a  tremendous   fire,   whild  the    refl:   cam.e  up  in 
fuccelTion.       The    Formidable  wearing   round,  and   a  fignal 
being  made   for  the   van  diviiion,  under  Admiral  Drake,  to 
attack,  the  BritiOi  fleet  gained  the  wind,  and  effeftually  broke 
and  feparated  the  French  line.     The  land  forces  deflined  for 
the  expedition  againft  Jamaica,  amounting  to  upwards  of  five 
thoufand  men,  being  diftributed  on  board  the  French  fleet, 
the  carnage   among  them   was   the    more   nrodigious  :    Still, 
however,  they  continued    to  fight   with  furpriiing  bravery. 
The  Count  de  Gr;uTe,  with  his  own  and  the  other  fnips  ia 
the  centre,  withfliood  till  evening,  all  the  efforts  of  the  vari- 
ous fhips  that  attacked  them.     Tov/ards  fun-fet.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  in  the   Barfleur,   reaching  the  Ville  de  Paris,  poured 
in  a  deftruftive  fire  ;   which  de  Graffe  bore  for  ten  minutes, 
>vhen  he  ftruck  his  flag,  and  furrendered. 

The. French  for  near  a  century,  had  not  in  any  naval  en- 
gagernent,  been  fo  completely  worfl:ed.  Their  fleet  v.-a^ 
little  lefs  than  ruined.  On  board  the  Ville  de  Paris,  the 
^ritifh  found  thiriy-fix  chefl:s  of  money,  deftined  for  the 
pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  in  the  dtfigned  attack  on 
Jamaica.  The  whole  train  of  artillery,  with  the  battering 
cannon  and  travelling  carriages,  meant  For  that  expedition, 
were  alfo  on  board  the  fhips  that  were  taken.  When  the 
Count  de  Graffe  ftruck  his  flag,  it  is  faid,  only  three  men 
were  left  alive^affd  unhurt  upon  the  upper  deck,  of  whom 
de  Graffe  was  one.  The  He6lor,  the  Ardent,  the  Co; far, 
and  the  Glorieux.  all  line  of  battle  fhips.  had  alfo  furrender- 
fd^  but  not  till  they  were  reduced  to  mere  wrecks,  and  tha 
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iDIadem,  a  feventy-four,  was  funk.  The  Viile  de  Paris,  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  guns,  was  the  largeft  and  mofl  magni- 
ficent fliip  in  the  French  navy  :  She  was  a  prefent  from  the 
city  of  Paris  to  Louis  XVth  ;  and  her  building  and  fitting 
for  fea,arc  faid  to  have  coflfour  millions  of  livres.  The  Caefar, 
one  of  the  Pnips  that  had  furrendered,  blew  up  by  accident, 
in  the  night  of  the  engagement  ;  whereby  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men  perlfhed. 

The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
French  fleet,  exceeded  three  thoufand  ;  and  the  Britifh  loft 
about  eleven  hundred  men.  The  French  fhipsthat  efcaped, 
made  off  to  leeward  in  the  befl:  manner  they  could.  Some 
ran  down  to  Cura^oa  ;  but  the  greater  part  kept  together, 
and  directed  their  courfe  for  Cape  Francois,  On  the  morn- 
ing fucceeding  the  aftion,  Admiral  Rodney  attempted  to 
purfue,  but  was  becalmed  for  three  days  under  Guadaloupe, 
Sir  Samuel  Hood,  Vv'ho  with  his  divifion  was  difpatched  to 
the  weft  end  of  Kifpaniola,  in  the  Mona  palTage,  got  fight 
of  five  French  fhips  ;  two  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates  ; 
all  of  which  he  took,  except  one  frigate,  that  made  ufe  of  a 
fudden  fhift  of  the  wind,  and  efcaped.  Thus  the  French 
loft  by  this  aftion  eight  fliips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates. 

By  this  fignal  viftory,  the  expedition  againft  Jamaica  waS 
entirely  fruftrated  ;  and  if  the  cataftrophe  of  Yorktown, 
doled  the  national  war  in  North  America,  this  fea  engage- 
ment may  be  faid  to  have  terminated  the  war  in  the  Weft- 
Indies. 

In  the  preceding  year,  a  joint  expedition  had  been  planned 
by  France  and  Spain  againfl  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  An 
armament,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  de  Crillon,  was 
landed  upon  the  ifland,  in  the  middle  of  Auguft.  The  Duka 
carried  with  him  one  hundred  and  nine  pieces  of  the  heavi* 
eft  cannon,  and  thirty-fix  mortars,  for  the  ficge  of  Fort  St« 
philips ;  and  the  combined  French  and  Spanifti  troops 
amounted  to  about  fixteen  thoufand  men.  The  garrifon, 
under  the  command  of  General  Murray,  confifted  of  about 
two  thoufand  feven  hundred  men  ;  but  the  works  of  St; 
Philip's  Caftle  were  fo  numerous  and  extenfive,  that  th^ 
garrifon  did  not  amount  to  half  the  number  neceffary  to  man 
them  completely.  However,  the  fiege  lafted  till  the  begin- 
ning of  February  ;  when  General  Murray,  at  laft,  became 
deduced  to  the  nccelliiy  of  capitulaLing,     I'he  terms  having 
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been  fettled,  St.  Philip's  Caitle  was  furrendered  on  the  fifth 
of  February  ;  whereby  the  iiland  of  Minorca  was  reftored 
to  the  crown  of  Spain,  after  it  had  been  in  the  poiTefllon  of 
Great-Britain  abont  feventy-four  years. 

The  intelligence  of  the  fate  of  the  Britifh  army  at  York- 
town,  and  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  had  naturally  depreffed  the 
fpirits  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  England.  But  the 
news  of  Admiral  Rodney's  victory,  revived  their  fpirits,  and 
diffufed  a  general  joy  over  the  nation.  And  whilfl  triumph- 
ant in  the  weft,  the  Britilli  arms  and  navies  were  vidorlous  in 
the  eaft.  Hyder  Ally  was  beaten  in  the  Carnatic,  by  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  ;  and  the  French  fleet  under  the  command  of  M.  de 
Suft'rein,  was  defeated  in  four  hard-fought  actions  by  Sir 
Edward  Hughes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fiege   of  Gibraltar,    and    the   enor- 
mous preparations  of  the  Spaniards  for  the  reduftion  of  that 
place,  had  attra£ted  the  attention  of  all  Europe.     The  Duke 
de  Crillon,  after  the  conqueft  of  Minorca,  was  appointed  to 
€ondu6l  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  ;  and   no  means  were  ncgle£l- 
cd,  nor  expence  Ipared,  that  promifed  to  forward  the  views 
cf  the  befiegers.     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  precedincr  year, 
their  advanced  works  upon  the  IRmus,  after  being  completed, 
were  demoliOiedin  one  nightby  aiucceTsful  (ortie  from  thcgar- 
rifon.      After   this   misfortune,  it  was  refolved  to  adopt  new 
plans  ;  one  of  which  was  formed  by  the  Chevalier  D'Arcon, 
and  deemed  the  mofl  worthy  of  trial.     This  was  to  conflruft 
floating  batteries  of  fuch   thickncfs  and  ftrength,  as  to  be  im- 
penetrable by  fliot  from  the  heaviefl  cannon.     From   fhells, 
they  were  to  be  protected  by  a  (loping  roof,  which,  by  means 
of  a  m.cchanical   contrivance,   might  be  railed  or  lowered  at 
pleafure.     To  prevent  the  eiFecls  of  red-hot  ball?,  a  number 
of  pipes  were  to  be  contrived  to  carry  water  through  every 
pail  of  tkem,  and  pum.ps   Vv'ere  to  be  provided  to  keep  thefe 
conftantly  fupplied  with  water.      Ko  expence  was  fparcd  to 
complete  the  machines  according  to  this  plan.     Their  float- 
ing batteries,  ten  In   num.ber,  v/ere  made  out  of  the  hulls  of 
large  veiTcls,   cut  down  for  the   purpofe,   and   carried    from 
eigiit  and  twenty  to   ten  guns   each,    and  were   feconded  by 
eighty  large   boats  mounted  with  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and 
alfo  by  a  multitude  of  frigates.  Olios  of  force,  and  lome  hun, 
dreds  of  imall  craft.      The  army  that  had  returned  from  MI- 
jRorca^,  was  reinforced  by  twelve  liiouiand  auxiliary  Frsnchr 
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troops  ;  and  the  Count  d'Artois,  and  the  Duke  do  Bourbon^ 
•with  a  number  of  the  firft  nobility,  both  of  France  and  Spain, 
repaired  to  the  Spanifli  camp.  The  combined  French  and 
Spanifh  fleets  arrived  in  the  bay  in  September  ;  about  which 
time,  the  battering  machines  v/ere  in  readinefs.  The  fleets, 
after  being  joined  by  the  fiiips  already  at  Algefiras,  confifl- 
ed  of  forty-eight  fiiips  of  the  line.  It  was  piopoCed,  that 
\vhen  the  battering  fnips  fliould  take  their  flation,  the  Span- 
ifn  gun  and  mortar  boats  fliould  place  themfeives  fo  as  to 
flank  the  Britifii  batteries  on  the  water.  The  combined 
fleet  was  to  cover  and  ailift  the  battering  fnips,  and  a  furious 
cannonade  was  to  commence  from  all  the  batteries  on  the 
ifthmus.  From  the  Spanifh  ports,  a  number  of  large  boats 
had  been  collc6led  to  carry  over  the  bay  troops  to  the  for- 
trefs,  as  foon  as  the  battering  flups  {hould  produce  their  ex- 
pefted  effccl. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  about  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  battering  fhips  anchored  in  a  regular  line,  between 
the  Old  and  New  Mole,  at  moderate  diftances  from  each 
other,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Britifh  works.  They 
immediately  began  a  furious  cannonade^  which  was  follow- 
ed from  all  the  combined  artillery  upon  the  iilh.muo,  and 
returned  by  the  garrilon  under  the  command  of  Ctu.  Elliot, 
with  fhowers  of  fliells  and  red  hot  balls,  towards  every 
quarter  from  whence  the  attacks  were  made.  The  numbers 
em.ployed  by  land  and  lea  in  this  attack  amounted  to  one 
hundred  thoufand  men,  and  the  furrcunding  hills  were  co- 
vered with  people  afi'embled  to  behold  the  dreadful  fcene* 
Four  hundred  pieces  of  the  heaviefl  artillery  were  playing 
at  the  lame  m.oment,  and  the  whole  pcninfula  feemed  to  be 
overwhelmed  in  the  torrents  of  fire.  But  tiie  attention  of 
the  garrilon  was  principally  fixed  on  the  battering  fiiips, 
which  for  fome  time  anfivercd  the  ejcpeftatlons  of  their 
framers.  Neither  fliot  or  fnells  feemed  to  airetl  them.  In 
the  afternooq,  hov.'ever,  the  eHefts  of  hot  fhot  became  vi- 
fible  on  fome  of  them,  which  animated  the  garrifon  to  irefh 
exertion.  Continued  torrents  of  fire  and  (mcke  iffued  from 
every  quarter  cf  the  rock  during  the  night.  About  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  flames  burlT:.  forth  on  board  two 
of  the  largeft  fhips,  and  fcvcral  of  the  others  feemed  alio  to 
be  on  fire.  Boats  were  now  lent  off  fiom  the  fliore  to  their 
afliftancc  j    but  Capt.  Curlii;    who  commanded  the  Briiifh 
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raval  force  at  Gibraltar,  ieized  this  opportunity  of  com- 
pleting the  deftrucbion  of  thofe  machines,  which  had  cre- 
ated lo  much  apprehenfion.  He  flationed  his  gun-boats  To 
as  to  (lank  the  line  of  the  battering  fhips,  and  by  keeping 
up  a  conflant  fire,  to  cut  them  off  from  that  afliftance  which 
they  had  begun  to  receive  from  the  fhore.  During  the  reft 
of  the  nigiJt,  the  battering  Tnips  remained  in  this  dreadful 
fituation,  expofed  to  adireft  fire  from  the  garrifon, and  a  raking 
fire  from  the  gun-boats,  cut  off  fr3m  affiHance,  and  tlie  flames 
increafing  every  infbant.  The  opening  of  day-light  dilclofed 
a  mod  dreadful  fpeftacle,  and  for  a  time  every  hoffiie  idea 
feemed  to  be  extinguifhed  among  the  Britifh,  in  compailioii 
for  the  people  who,  furrounded  by  the  flames,  yet  remained 
on  board  the  battering  fhips.  The  braved  exertions  were 
made  by  Capt.  Curtis  and  the  Britifli  feamen,  at  the  rifque 
of  their  own  lives,  to  refcue  the  Spaniards  from  inevitable 
deflruttion.  Nearly  four  hundred  men  were  faved.  The 
floating  batteries  were  all  confumed,  and  the  violence  of 
their  explofion  was  fuch,  as  to  burft  open  doors  and  win- 
dows at  a  great  diftance.  Thus  ended  the  lafi:  attempt  of 
the  Spaniards  for  the  reduftion  of  Gibraltar.  Lord  Howe, 
foon  after,  with  thirty-four  fhips  of  the  line,  and  a  number 
of  tranfports,  brought  to  the  garrifon  an  ample  fupplv  of 
every  thing  wanted,  either  for  their  fupport  or  their  de- 
fence. 

The  lofs  of  the  Briiifh  army  in  Virginia,  the  fi^nal  vic- 
tory obtained  by  Sir  George  Rodney  in  the  Weft-Indies 
and  the  dcftru6lion  of  the  Spanifh  floating  batteries,  had  a 
tendency  to  bring  the  powers  at  war  more  nearly  uoon  a 
level  ;  each  nation  found,  on  a  reviev/  of  paft  events,  that 
though  their  loffes  were  great,  their  gains  were  little  or 
nothing  ;  and  while  the  belligerent  powers  were  fucceflivelv 
brought  to  think  favourably  of  peace,  the  United  States  cf 
Am.erica  received  a  public  acknowledgment  of  their  inde- 
pendence by  a  fecond  power  of  Europe,  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces. 

Negociations  were  carried  on  at  Paris  for  putting  an  end 
to  tlie  w.-r.  Mr.  Oi\va]d,  a  Britifli  merchant,  and  the  par-- 
ticular  friend  <3T  Mr.  Laurens,  who  had  been  (o  long  con- 
fined in  the  Tou-er,  was  appointed  by  the  Britifli  iMiniflrr 
to  negocijte  with  the  American  commilTioners;  and  Mr, 
Tno;nas    Greavilk   hill,    ai.d  afterwards  Mr.   Fit:^hnbcir, 
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were  fuccefTively  deputed  to  treat  with   the  Minifters  of  tli* 
©ther  powers. 

The  negociatlon  with  the  American    commiffioners  were 
£rft  brought  to  a  conclufion  :  and  on  the  thirtieth  of  No- 
vember,  provifional   articles  of   peace  were    figned  by  Mr. 
Ofwald  on  the  part  of  Great-Eritain,  and  by  Mr.  John  Adams, 
Benjamin    Franklin,  John  Jay,  and    Henry  Laurens,  on  the 
part  of  the  United   States    of   America  ;   which  were  not  to 
take  efFeft  until  peace  fiiould  be  agreed  upon  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,     By  thofe  articles,  the  Thirteen  United 
States  of  America  were  acknowledged  to  be  free,  fovereian, 
znd  independent  ;  the   limits  of  their  country   were  alcer- 
tained,  as  far  as  was  prafticable,  by  natural  boundaries  ;  and 
thofe  limits  were  extended  fo  far  to  the  weftward,  as  to  con- 
tain within  them  an  immenfe  extent  of  territory,  partly  unfet- 
tled,  and  partly  flill  inhabited  by  the  Indians,  the  original  pro- 
prietors.    A   right  was  granted  to  them   to  fiOi  on  the  banks 
and    coafhs   of  Newfoundland,    in  the    Gulph  of  St.    Lau- 
rence ;  and  on  the   coafts,  bays,  and  creeks,  of  all  the  other 
Britifh  dominions  in   America  ;    and  to  cure  and  dry  their 
fifh  in  many  of  the  unfettled    bays,  harbours,  and    creeks  of 
Kova  Scotia,  Magdalen  lllands,  and   Labrador.     It  was  alfo 
flipulated  that  creditors  on   either  fide  fliould  meet  with  no 
lawful  impediment  in  the  recovery  of  their  debts  :   a  recom- 
mendation was  to  be   made  by   Congrefs  to  the  Legiilatures 
ef  the  different  States,  to  reftore  the  confifcated  eftates  and 
properties  of  real  Britifh  fubjefts  ;  alfo  of  thofe  refident  with- 
in  the  Britifh  lines  in  America,   who  had   not  borne  arms 
againft  the  United   States  ;  and  alfo  of  perfons  of  any  other 
defcription,   upon   their  refunding  to  the    prelent  poffeffors 
the  price  bonajide  paid  by  fuch  poifefTors  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chafing  fuch   eftates.      No  future  conhfcations   were  to  be 
made,  nor  any  profecutions  commenced,    for  the  part  taken 
by  any  perfon  during  the  war,  nor   any  future  lois  by  any 
one,  either  in  his  perfon,   liberty,  or  property,  on  that   ac- 
count :   It  was  agreed  that  priloners  on  both  fides  fhould  bo 
fet  at  liberty,  and  the  Britifli  pofts  within  the  United  States, 
ihould  be  evacuated  with  all   convenient  fpeed  :   The   navi- 
gation of  the  Miffiffippi  to  remain  free  and  open  to  the  lub- 
jefts  and  citizens  of  both  countries  ;  and  fliouid  any  place  be 
taken  on  either  Tide,  before  the  arrival    of  thcle   articles  m. 
America,  fuch  place  to  be  rellored  without  compenfatioa 
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The  preliminary  articles  of  peace  with  France,  upon  \yhicH 
thofe  with  America  were  to  take  efrefl,  were  not  figned  till 
the  twentieth  of  January  1783.  Thofe  with  Spain  were  ex-^ 
ecuted  at  the  fame  time.  The  general  ground  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles was  the  mutual  reilitution  of  all  places  taken  on  either 
fide  during  the  war^  with  feme  few  exceptions,  France 
was  to  retain  Tobago  and  Senegal  ;  Spain,  Minorca  and  Weft 
Florida  ;  and  Great-Britain  to  cede  Eaft  Florido  to  Spain. 
The  Dutch  ifiand  of  St.  Euflatius,  and  the  provinces  of  De- 
marara  and  liTequibo  to  be  reftored  by  France  to  the  United 
Provinces.  A  fufpsnfion  of  hoftilities  between  the  Britifti 
and  the  Dutch  v/as  at  the  fame  time  agreed  upon,  until 
terms  of  peace  between  the  two  nations  could  be  finally  ad<. 
jufted. 

Thus  ended  the  revolutionary  war  of  America,  which, 
came  as  a  furprife  upon  the  worldj  and  will  be  aleSba  t« 
all  future  ages. 
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